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By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Lincoln, May 16. 

New York’s World Fair is more 
than that to the average hinter- 
lander, It’s an excuse. 

Many an outcountry city dweller 
denied a trip to New York on busi- 
ness, has never been quite able to 
justify New York for a vacash 
destination. Reason is that the nor- 
mal period of exodus is the summer 
months; when the big town’s reeking 
humidity makes it unattractive. 

But this year there’s the Fair. 
Many who trek east will give the 
Flushing Meadows a walk-through, 
a fingersnap,- and spend. the bulk. of 
their playtime among the uptown 
bright lights. 

Film joints with stage shows, the 
legit spots whose titles are solidified 
by long standing in the public mind, 
radio shows, and hotels with bands 
of radio rep will get the biggest cut 
of -spent time and money. News- 
papers and radio stations country- 
wide have been jammed with queries 
about method of making network 
show reservations, so the air shots 
will get a wham play for sure. 

The 1939 crowd has evinced a 
great deal of interest in bands at 
home, and probably will in N.Y. Orks, 
the last remaining segment of flesh 
entertainment to be available in 
towns large and small, have been 
built to powerful b.o. magnets. Vir- 
tually every fair visitor will be 
guided as much in his hotel likes by 
the band playing the spot as the 
price. 

Continental divide of the Fairs is 
the, strip, Dakotas and Minnesota to 
the Gulf. Out there, it’s a debate, 
whether to take Frisco and the 
mountains, or head east. Proximity 
of Hollywood makes the Frisco go 


(Continued on page 34) 


Cafe Society Going 
To N. Y. Fair in Big 
Way; Midtown Biz Off 


Cafe society has gone to the Fair 
in a big way. The headwaiters 
around New York town keep aware 
of business at the sundry nationalis- 
tic pavilion restaurants, out at 
Flushing Meadows, through other 
headwaiters catering to the Fair 
visitors. Nightly reports, by the 
hour, from the service staffs at the 
French, Belgian, Rumanian, Turkish 
and kindred swank eateries at the 
Fairgrounds are a cue to the in-town 
headwaiters and captains just what 
not to expect. 

It’s been a pretty good barometer 
so far the past two weeks, and only 
the weather, which minimizes the 
Fair visitors, reflects itself favorably 
On the midtown fancy eateries. 

Idea seems to be to take it all 
in out in Flushing Meadows be- 
fore the tourists come in; then leave 
it alone. 

Meantime it’s been brutal on the 
in-town spots. 
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How Plots Are Born 





Gene Fowler, now completing 
a novel, ‘Illusion in Java’ for 
Random House, for fall publica- 
tion, states he ad libbed himself 
into writing it. The Japanese 
authorities get the blame—or 
ecredit—for this circumstance. 
They wanted to know what he 
was doing in Java, during his 
last year’s vacation visit there, 
and Fowler said he was an 
author, Asked what he was 
writing, he said a book about 
Java. Asked the plot, he told 
the technical censors an ad lib 
sequence of pseudo-plot details, 
and became so interested in his 
own imagination that much of it 
is now part of the book, 

When the Jap censors wanted 
to know if he’d ever written 
about Japan, Fowler figured to 
play safe and said ‘no.’ Asked 
why not, he had no answer. 


SCREEN CAREER 
AND MARRIAGE 
AS ONE 


Mr. and Mrs. Jose Ferrer (Uta 
Hagen) have a joint $2,500 weekly 
contract at RKO, depending on how 
their tests come out at the Coast 
studio this week. Both are from 
legit and neither would sign with- 
out the other. . 

Another proviso is six months’ 
time-out for legit in the east, con- 
currently, and that their film pro- 
ductions be concurrent although not 
necessarily in the same RKO films, 
so that both may be free to go back 
and forth from coast to coast for 
film-stage engagements. 

He just closed in ‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
ters‘ and both have new stage com- 
mitments for the fall. 


JAS. ROOSEVELT HEADS 
NEW M. P. RELIEF PLAN 


Hollywood, May 16. 


The Motion Picture Relief Fund 
has selected James Roosevelt, Gold- 
wyn v.p., to head a new committee 
to investigate the possibility of es- 
teblishing a pension ‘system for em- 
ployes in the picture industry. Plan 
_ being worked out calls for a pro- 
gram to be set up through insurance 
provisions. Both workers and em- 

ployers would be called on to con- 
| tribute to the pool. 

Roosevelt was picked because of 
his previous insurance business 
| background. 
































AIR-PRESS-LENS 
RESTRICTIONS 


Washington Sees Too Much 
Red Tape _ Nullifying 
British Rulers’ Good-Will 
Visit—D. C. Mikemen, Re- 
porters and Newsreelers 
Annoyed by Petty Tech- 
nicalities 


DIPLOMATIC HOOEY 








Washington, May 16. 

Prospect ‘of playing host to visit- 
ing royalty has thrown the publicity- 
wise National Capital into a dither 
of confusion which has the press, 
radio and newsreel cliques smoulder- 
ing with anger and threatens to 
nullify the attempt to build Ameri- 
can sentiment toward Engtend.- - 

Forthcoming visit of the King and 
Queen is a headache for the curi- 
osity-satisfiers, who are growling 
over unsympathetic attitude of the 
snooty adherents to diplomatic 
ritual. Silk hat crew is infuriating 
the lensers, mikemen and reporters 
by the indecision, petty secrecy, 
touchiness, and arbitrary rules 
which characterize the arrangement 
for the monarchs’ visit to President 
Roosevelt. 

Apparently the protocol worship- 
ers fail to appreciate the real object 
of the junket. At least, their cold- 
shouldering reflects a_ callousness 
which is difficult to explain other- 
wise. Neither the staffs of the Brit- 
ish Embassy nor the State Depart- 
ment fixers seem disposed to treat 
the three groups in the manner to 
which they have become accustomed 
in a town where publicity lubricates 
the wheels of Government and, in 
many instances, international rela- 
tions. 

Numerous attempts to sophisticate 


(Continued on page 4) 





Juve Jivers Prefer Hot 
Waxes; Spurn Live Bands 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

Severe thorn in the side of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
local here is the open preference by 
kid patrons of jitterbug joints for 
waxed music rather than the tunes of 
in-the-flesh tooters. Rex Riccardi, 
secretary of the local, feels that a 
similar problem is facing home-town 
bandsmen all over the country and 
he’s. doing much skull-scratching to 
figure out a way to curb this menace. 

If a means of controlling coin- 
phono machines can be worked out 
before next month, he will incorpo- 
rate the cure in a resolution to be 
presented at the national AFM con- 
vention in Kansas City. 

Exactly what can be done, how- 
ever, is something that the master- 
minds of the local] haven’t yet been 
uble to get their hands on, for the 
jive terpers just won't patronize 
spots that sport live music, while 


(Continued on page 40) 











G ROYALTY 


230 Television Sets Sold in New York, 


Few on Time; Scoff Voltage Hazards 





Delayed Holdover 





Barcelona, May 1. 

While the Spanish Civil War 
has certainly left its physical 
impression in the country, psy- 
chologically there apparently 
has been little difference. It all 
gives rise to the growing tend- 
ency. ‘to forget.’ One indication 
of this has presented itself here. 

The Salon Cataluna was show- 
ing ‘Morena Clara’ in its seventh 
week when the war first. broke. 
Film was resumed, 30 months’ 
later when hostilities ceased. 
The theatre is billing the film as 
in its ‘eighth week.’ 


BURNS - ALLEN 
TO LEHN & FINK 
FOR $13,500 


Burns and Allen will go on the 
Lehn & Fink (Hinds Honey and 
Almond Cream) payroll the first 
week in October. They wil! retain 
Ray Noble. 

Team’s reputed package salary on 
the new connection is $13,500, or a 
grand more than is now being col- 
lected from Chesterfield, L. & F. 
makes their fifth sponsor, 


TIN PAN ALLEY’S SOUR 














NOTE; JAZZED MASTERS 





From swinging the nursery 
rhymes, the boys have started to 
‘borrow’ the classics in such large 
orders that it’s burning up the cre- 
ative songsmiths. What normally 
would be regarded as but another 
example of Tin Pan Alley’s ‘in- 
genuity’ is now an irksome condi- 
tion to a flock of freelance name 
songwriters. 

Ever since Larry Clinton’s big hit, 
‘My Reverie,’ a jazz version of De- 
bussy’s work, the other melody 





adapters have gone in for synco- 
pated classics, and the manner in 
which it affects the contemporane- 
ous tunesmiths is that it means push- 
ing aside their own stuff in favor of 
the classic swingos. The publishers 
naturally hop on what looks most 
promising. 

Right now there’s a_ particular 


| downbeat in music circles what with 





|overcrowded by everything 


|Harlem doggerels 


| the cessation of filmusical produc- 


tion. There is an unusually large 
crop of former Hollywood songwrit- 
ing timber in New York, free- 
lancing and placing pop tunes 
around, but finding catalogs already 
that 
ranges from polkas and screwball 
to syncopated 
classics. 


oy poe 


————— 


Around 230 television sets of all 
companies were sold in the Greater 
New York area last week. These 
ranged in price from $300 to $600, 
with RCA sets in the more expen- 
sive class. Majority were purchased 
for cash or on department store 
charge accounts by persons of the 
upper income brackets. Very few 
sold on time. (England. has been 
selling 1,000 a year until the recent 
sales push accelerated the pace.) 


Of the 230 sets sold within the N.Y. 
zone, 75 were Dumonts. Latter will 
have a program schedule of its own 
later, also CBS. Just now only RCA- 
NEC is telecasting regularly. 


Spokesmen for companies scoffed 
reports of high voltage hazards. Sets 
have automatic shut-offs if the back 
gate is opened in any event, but it is 
stated only the same nominal pre- 
caution that any electrical gadget en- 
tails is involved, It had been re- 
ported servicemen were under 
severe hazards, 


Insurance underwriters have 
passed television sets for the homes 
as free of any danger so that theme 
is apparently just ‘another television 
rumor,’ 


Injuns Like Westerns 
Best When Redskins 
Are Biting the Dust 


By WILLIAM C. WHITE 
Taos, N. M., May 16. 

The more dust the redskins bite 
on the screen in the local cinema, the 
better the attendance. Which is a bit 
strange considering that every audi- 
ence has a large number of live 
blanket-wrapped redskins from the 
Indian Pueblo on the outskirts of this 
town. And in this town which the 
C. of C. labels ‘The Last of the West,’ 
the one way to guarantee a full 
house and standees is to play west- 
erns. It also guarantees a steady 
stream of Indians hiking in at even- 
tide from the pueblo, wrapped in 
their Monkey-Ward blankets (Mont- 
gomery-Ward, if you don’t speak 
Indian.) 

That’s not all that makes the pic- 

(Continued on page 40) 


Prod. % Looks Better 
To One More Agent 























Hollywood, May 16. 
| Charles K. Feldman is the latest 
agent to go into the picture produc- 
tion field. Feldman has been work- 
| ing on such plans ever since his for- 
mer associate, Harry ington, be- 
|came a producer, for Universal re- 
lease. Feldman’s release not vet set. 
| William Stephens and Howard 
| Lang recently formed Stephens-Lang 
Productions to make the ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian’ series, starring Jean Hersholt, 
i for RKO. 
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Ma jors Will Demand Additional 


Particulars in N. 


Y. Anti-Trust Case 





Col. William Donovan’s office 
stated Saturday (13) that on Thurs- 
day (18) the defendant major com- 
panies in the Gov’t’s anti-trust suit 
would file a demand in the N. Y. 
Federal court for a further bill 
of particulars, stating that the orig- 
inal bill was insufficient. Paul Wil- 
liams, special assistant attorney gen- 
eral, will oppose this requesf, point- 
ing out that Judge William Bondy, in 
his original order, had allowed the 
Dept. of Justice to submit all the 
information it had on hand, with the 
balance 10 days before trial. 


Williams will claim that the gov- 
ernment has complied with that or- 
der and has no idditional informa- 
tion at this time. 
cumstances, court observers believe 
that Judge Bondy will deny the re- | 
quest for an additional bill. 


Williams followed up his previous 
ay:plication regarding the necessity 
of answering Article 8 of the demand 
for a bill of particulars, by filing on | 
Saturday (13), with Judge Bondy, a | 
letter from John T. Cahill, U. S. | 
Attorney for the Southern district, | 
of N. Y., in which he stated that 
outside of a two-page memorandum | 
on the Vocafilm case, the Govern- | 
ment planned no further affidavits on 





its own behalf. 


The letter asked haste in a de- 
cision stating, ‘May we respectfully 


urge that a decision on this matter | 


be rendered at the earliest prac- 
ticable date, in order that the join- 
der of issue may be expedited as | 
much as possible.’ 

The memorandum takes issue with 
the major companies, who are de- 
pending on the Vocafilm decision of 
Judge John C. Knox to win their 
point. In this case, Vocafilm, which 
is suing American Telephone & Tele- 
graph, Western Electric and Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., for 
$65,000,000 damages, was forced by 
the decision to reveal the names of 
all persons who they claim were 
similarly damaged by the defendants. 


It is the majors’ contention that 
this decision sets a precedent and | 
as a result the Government must also | 
give names of its witnesses. 


Williams denies that the Vocafilm 
decision has anything to do with 
the Government suit. He points out 
that the names of the individuals 
whose names Judge Knox requested 
Vocafilm to give, carried on no busi- 
ness relations with the defendants at 
the time. 

Since the defendants had no eco- 
nomic power over those whose 
names were to be furnished there 
was no danger of reprisals, or eco- 
nomic persuasion being directed 
against them by the defendants. 


Lastly, Williams declares, it is sig- 
nificant to note that Vocafilm did not 
object to furnishing the names called 
for on the grounds of pressure being 
brought. For these reasons, Williams 
feels that one case has no bearing 
on the other and should not so be 
considered, 








Examine 2 More UAers 


Jack Schlaifer and Andy Smith 
will be the next United Artists wit- 
nesses summoned by the Department 
of Justice, in connection with its 
anti-trust investigation of the com- 
pany’s affairs. Schlaifer, western 
division sales manager, and recently 
made a v.p., will be called on to 
testify May 22 in N. Y. Smith, 
former sales manager, will also be 
called that day, but Government 
officials indicated that they will be 
unable to reach him before June 4. 

Seymour Kreiger, special assistant 
attorney general, will do the ques- 
tioning. 


VAN DINE’S FINALE 





SCRIPT F OR SONJA Kerstin Thorborg, 





Hollywood, May 16. 

‘Winter Murder,’ last story written 
by the late S. S. Van Dine, is slated 
for production as 2 Sonja Henie 
starrer at 20th-Fox next fall. 

Fidel LaBarba and Kenneth Ear] 
are doing the scriot for Harry Joe 
Brown. 


Seidelman East 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Joe Seidelman, Universal's foreign 
distribution head, is conferring at 
the studio on new product. 
He returns to New York (18). 
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Horne a Disney V.P. 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Hal Horne, eastern representative 
for Walt Disney Enterprises, was 
yesterday (Tues.) elected vice-presi- 
dent in charge of distribution and 
a member of the board. Disney 
ishorts will continue to be released 
‘by RKO. 
| Horne will return to New 
next Tuesday (23). 
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PRIME TOP B. 0. 
FILMS THIS 
SUMMER 


Hollywood, May 16. 


Major studios are aiming to avert 
the annual boxoffice slump this 





Under these cir- | 


|} summer with a flood of top-budget 


pictures. Idea is to lure vacationers 
into theatres during July and Au- 
gust with an array of strong pro- 
ductions. : 

Metro is releasing ‘Tarzan in 
Exile’ in June and ‘The Wizard of 
Oz’ in August. RKO will have ‘Lit- 
tle Mother’ and ‘Memory of Love’ 
ready for the market in July and 
August.. At Warners, ‘Each Dawn I 
Die, ‘A Family Affair,’ ‘The Old 
Maid’ and ‘The Kid From Kokomo’ 
are aimed for the summer trade. 

20th-Fox plans a hot-weather re- 
lease for its highest budgeter, ‘Stan- 
ley and Livingstone,’ co-starring 
Spencer Tracy and Richard Greene. 
Studio did the same last year with 
its top grosser, ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band.’ 

Paramount jis coming through with 
‘Beau Geste,” ‘Geronimo,’ ‘Man 
About Town’ and “The Star Maker.’ 
United Artists is scheduling Edward 
Small’s ‘The Man in the Iron Mask’ 
and Walter Wanger’s ‘Winter Carni- 
val.’ Universal’s contributions to 
the vacation slate are ‘Modern Cind- 
erella’ and “The Underpup.’ 


WARNER TALENT LIST 
AT THREE-YEAR HIGH 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Warners latest contract list shows 
_78 stars and featured players, 14 di- 
| rectors and 63 writers, a three-year 
high for the studio. 

Among new contract players are 
Julie Stevens, Glen Langan, Aldrich 
| Bowker, Geraldine Fitzgerald, De 
| Wolf Hopper, Lya Lys, >Yennis Mor- 
| gan, Margot Stevenson and Fred 
| Tozere, 














SAILINGS 


June 21 (New York to London), 
Pierce & Harris (Ile de France). 

May 30 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Teddy Carr, Henri 
Bernstein (Normandie). 

May 24 (New York to London), 
Three Stooges, Lewis Allen (Queen 
Mary). 

May 23 (L. A. to Sydney) Cecil 
F. Mason (Monterey). 

May 17 (New York to London), 
Hassoldt Davis, George Enesco 
(Aquitania). 

May 17 (London to New York), 
Jack M. Rubens (Queen Mary). 

May 16 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., 
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Keipura (Martha 
Eggerth), Mr. and Mrs. Maurice J. 
Wilson, John Ojerholm, Giovanni 
Martinelli, Robert Dirler, Eva Curie, 
Jules Romains, Andre Maurois, 
Gustave Berg- 
man, Mrs. Feodor Chaliapin, Eric 
Simon, John Murray Anderson 
(Normandie). 

May 13 (New York to Paris), 
Eugene Goossens, Louise Rossignol, 














'Orlando Barrera, Charles Boyer, 
'Maj. John H. Marshing (lle de 


| France). 





ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Oscar Homolka, Col. 
Naftzger, Paul Robeson, Omar Kiam, 
|Ernest Berger, Col. Ralph H. Isham, 
Auriol Lee, Hugo Speck, Mrs. O. O. 
McIntyre, Simon Z. Bell. 





Sam Goldwyn Gets His 
Name on UA Studio 


Hollywood, May 16. 

The United Artists Studios 
changed its name yesterday (Mon.) 
to the Samuel Goldwyn Studio, after 
bearing the old monicker for 15 
years. Change of name means nothing 
else, according to Goldwyn, who has 
owned the studio buildings since 
1926. 

Walter Wanger unit continues on 
the lot. Other UA producers, David 
O. Selznick, Hal Roach, Edward 





Small, Charles Chaplin and Sol 
Lesser, either own or lease other 
quarters. 

Application was filed with the 


secretary of state for permission to 
change the name as Goldwyn owns 
all stock in the UA Studio Corp., 
acquired from Joseph M. Schenck 
and Darryl] Zanuck when 20th pulled 
out of U A. Corporation held a 21- 
year lease on the ground property 
from Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks whose ownership yields 
them $25,000 net annually. Lease runs 
out in 1947 but calls for automatic 
renewal for another 21 years. 

Since taking over the entire lease, 
Goldwyn vastly improved the lot and 
is reported to have $2,000,000 in- 
vested in stages, buildings and equip- 
ment. Only other UA producer at the 
studio is Walter Wanger who holds 
a short-term lease. 

Change in studio corporate name 
is interpreted by other UA officials 
as another Goldwyn move to draw a 
sharper line of cleavage between his 
interests and those of the other 
owners, 


Schaefer East 
After Setting 
RKO's 40 Slate 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Concluding three weeks of pro- 
duction parleys at the studio, George 
J. Schaefer, RKO president, headed 
back to New York today (Tuesday) 
with Gordon Youngman, company 
attorney, and Ralph Doyle, RKO’s 
Australian distrib head. Conven- 
tion plans are being drafted with 50 
features to be announced for the sea- 
son’s slate. 

Besides the regular studio quota, 
Gene Towne contributes three to 
four; Stephen-Lang combo, three, 
Leo McCarey and Gregory LaCava, 
two to three each; Harold Lloyd, one, 
and those from the Bobby Breen 
unit. 

In the lineup will be 20 specials, 
2) programers, and 10 action pic- 
tures plus the Breens. 

Schaefer is due back here in Sep- 
tember. 














Leslie R.! 


McCausland On Job 
At U as Biz Manager 





Hollywood, May 16. 

A. H. McCausland, former Irving 
Trust Co. representative in the RKO 
receivership, checked in at Universal 
as business manager for Harry Ed- 
ington’s Famous Productions, 

Famous is making three pictures 
for U release during 1939-40, begin- 
ning with the Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
starrer, ‘Atlantic Cable.’ 





WALSH’S ‘SING SING’ 
Hollywood, May 16. 
Warners and Raoul Walsh have 


gotten together on a one-picture 
deal. 


He will direct a ‘Sing Sing’ film. 


Wednesday, May 17, 1939 








Rodgers, Sears and Depinet Huddle 
On the Trade Practice Machinery 
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SI-UA 2-Yr. Deal Signed 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Selznick-International’s releasing 
deal with United Artists was signed 
Saturday (13), 


Calls for eight pictures over a 
two-year period, with no specified 
time for deliveries. 


Q. T. DICKER FOR 
3,900 DUPONT 
SHARES 


Acquisition of 3,500 shares of Du- 
Pont Film Mfg. Co. stock now held 
by Pathe is the reported objective of 
a financial deal now in negotiation. 
DuPont, a big money-maker, will 
undertake an ambitious project of 
expansion in the raw stock field if 
and when the financial setup is 
deemed satisfactory. Such an event- 
uality would for the first time pre- 
sent a potential battle of the titans, 
with DuPont lined up against East- 
man. 


As understood, the pending deal 
calls for the buying in of the out- 
standing 3,500 shares at the rate of 
11 shares of new stock for every 100 
shares of old, It would consummaie a 
deal that went cold last fall when 
$10,000,000 reportedly was involved 
for the stock. There are, in all, but 
10,000 shares of the tightly-held Du- 
Pont out. 

A number of path-clearing segre- 
gations of assets and prerequisite 
details have, it is understood, been 
satisfactorily completed. There ex- 
ists some fogginess due to the pri- 
vate state of negotiations and tactics 
at this moment. But the ‘downtown 
end’ is abuzz with whispers and 
there-is thought to be big doings just 
around the corner. 


MONO’S 1ST QUARTER 
NET PROFIT, $20,175 


Going into the black the last two 
months of 1938, Monogram continues 
on the right side of the ledger, with 
first quarter this year (’39) showing 
a net profit of $20,175 after amortiza- 
tion but before Federal income taxes. 
This compares with a loss of $35,956 
for the same three months a year 
ago in ’38. 

According to W. Ray Johnston, 
president of Monogram, the net 
shown for November and December, 
1938, plus January, February and 
March this year totals $57,308. Com- 
pany previously had much to write 
off after its organization by Johnston 
less than three years ago. 


Adrienne Ames’ $850 
Per Pic; Sues Indie 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Adrienne Ames, actress, has com- 
menced suit against Progressive Pic- 
tures for breach of contract. Legal 
action alleges contract called for her 
to appear in four pictures. 

None of the pictures scheduled 
was produced according to plaintiff. 


























She was to have received $850 per 
picture. 














Other News of Interest to Films 
British may modify on newsreels........... Sates beciedeuese Page 11 
Dirler again heads French Pathe. ...........ccccccccccccccces Page 11 
Would reverse $15,000 Al Jolson radio libel verdict.......... Page 19 
Ee EE SEER OC UGTS co kbwss ev ue cbeS seb asidetdecdes cbeed Page 19 
ee ee ee EE UNIS Gu. bv d's oo ba Gtdbsoveccnectdéseseccaee Page 19 
ee en SD Is os nn ws duc ob bedccebeseccccaveceose Page 20 
Jim Ameche vice Charles Boyer................ccccccccccces Page 21 
NBC telecasts taking the rap for trail-blazing............... Page 23 
ee Se Sh non os ka's aah cls dub Gbeosenedéveccéoce Page 23 
Radio reviews: Ann Harding, Edward Arnold, Jane Cowl, 

William Powell-Miriam Hopkins, Kate Smith, Fred Allen, 

SES oc oben e509 5440 6044 h désiocecbbadkeesinwekncke Page 30 
Mady Christians’ Equity nix................ ecvccvcccccocccss -Fage 42 
Frances Farmer-Leif Erickson’s Strawhat......ecccccsceeess-Page 42 





William F. Rodgers, Metro's gen. 
eral sales manager; Grad Sears, dis- 
tribution head of Warner Bros., and 
Ned E. Depinet, sales chief of RKO, 
huddied most of Monday (15) with 
attorneys representing distributing 
companies to discuss arbitration pro- 


cedure and mull numerous sugges- 
tions concerning the trade practice 
machinery that have been made, in- 
including some by independent ex- 
hibitor leaders. The meetings will 
be continued, maybe today (Wed.) or 
tomorrow (Thurs.) with a view to 
reaching an agreement on details of 
arbitration as it will function. 


Attorneys are going over the vari- 
ous angles of the structure to be set 
up, comparing notes and checking on 
angles of legality. The practical 
side of arbitration, so that it will 
prove workable for both distributors 
and exhibitors, without favor to 
either side, is also being carefully 
considered by distributor members 
of the trade practices committee 
and the various company attorneys. 
Among other things, arbitration will 
have to be set up to the satisfaction 
of all the producer-distributing com- 
panies that are subscribing to it and 
want it. 

Rodgers’ committee in meetings 
this week are minus Neil F. Agnew 
and Abe Montague, sales heads of 
Paramount and Columbia, respec- 
tively, both being out of town. They 
will be back next week, however, 
for any sessions to be held then. S. 
R. Kent not very active on the com- 
mittee, is kept fully advised of 
moves made, 





To Decide on Code 


Columbus, May 16. 

The probable highlight of the 
Allied States Assn. convention in 
Minneapolis in June will be whether 
independent exhibitors will go along 
with distributors on the new trade 
practice platform, according to P. J. 
Wood, secretary of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio who will 
participate. 


Allied already has laid plans to 
make the trade practice code a high 
spot of the conclave, says Wood, and 
has invited the entire personnel of 
the distributor trade practices com- 
mittee to Minneapolis to take part 
in the discussions, This committee 
includes S. R. Kent, William F. Rod- 
gers, Neil Agnew, Grad Sears, Ned 
E. Depinet and Abe Montague. 


All other leaders who figured in 
the negotiating of the code draft 
have also been asked to attend. H. A. 
Cole, president of Allied has indi- 
cated that a ‘once-and-for-all’ settle- 
ment of the trade practices code be 
urged and desires that the decision 
on it be reached at the Minneapolis 
convention of his organization. 


Col. Cole has released the follow- 
ing to the Allied members: 


‘Each theatre owner will be given 
opportunity to hear the other side, 
and from there on in he is on his 
own, If the majority of theatre 
owners of the United States want to 
accept the trade practice reforms :s 
submitted by the producers, they 
may rest assured that the members 
of the negotiating committee and all 
officers of Allied will find no fault, 
and we are positive that the repre- 
sentatives of producer-distributors 
feel likewise.’ 


The controversial issues of the 
Neely bill will also be taken up at 
the Allied convensh from all sides. 
A vote to determine future course of 
the independents in connection with 
this and similar legislation is also 
planned. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Al Alleborn, 
Irving Berlin, 
Ralph Boyle. 
Harrison Carroll, 
Charles Coburn, 
Buddy DeSylva, 
Ralph Doyle. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Ben Goetz. 
Harry Geld. 
Monroe Greenthal 
Julie Hayden. 
Louis Hayward, 
Jascha Heifetz, 
Hal Horne. 
Marsha Hunt, 
Lois January. 
Sam Katzman, 
Harry Kosiner. 
Dr. Eric Locke. 


Ida Lupino. 

Al Margolies. 

Jake Milstein. 
James Muivey. 
Ralph Rainger. 
Robert Richmond, 
Mrs. Hal Roach, 
Aiden Roark. 

Leo Robin. 

George J. Schaefer. 
Charles Schwartz. 
Joe Seidelman. 
Maxwell Shane. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Three Stooges. 
Florence Vidor. 
Pere Westmore. 
Wally Westmore. 
George White. 
Gordon Youngman. 


N. Y. TOL. A. 








Eddie Albert. Max Gordon. 
Ray Bolger. Harry Lang. 
Rolert Florey, Louis Notarius. 


Billy Gilbert. Vincent Price. 
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Harry Goetz, George Raft. 














Fd 
is 








Wednesday, May 17, 1939 








PICTURES 


VARIETY 3 











BUYING POOLS OPPOSED 


‘IT’S NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS’ 


Patterson Vice 


Odlum as RKO 
Board Chairman 


Richard C. Patterson, Jr., former 
assistant U. S. Secretary of Com- 
merce, will succeed Floyd B. Odlum 
as chairman of the Board of RKO. 
Federal Judge William Bondy yes- 
terday (Tues.) declared, ‘I know Mr. 
Patterson very well, and he is well 
qualified from a point of view of 
experience, and I shall approve his 
nomination unless his connections 
ghould prove him to have no right 
to represent the company.’ 

Odlum, president of the Atlas 
Corp., proponents of the plan of re- 
organization of RKO, had been se- 
lected as chairman, but due to press- 
ing business was unable to serve. 

Patterson, his successor, has. just 
resigned as assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, and lists among his 
qualifications the fact that he was a 
former member of the Monopoly 
committee, a director of the Export- 
Import Bank, executive vice-presi- 
dent and director of the National 
Broadcasting Co., from 1932-1936, 
Commissioner of Correction of N. Y. 
City from 1927-1932, engineer with 
duPont, a bank trustee, and offered 
the N. Y. mayoralty nomination on 
the Fusion ticket in 1932, which he 
declined. 

N. Peter Rathvon will serve as 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee of RKO, and both will act as 
guides to George J. Schaefer in the 
operation and management of the 
company. 

At the close of the hearing, H. C. 
Rickaby, representing Atlas, de- 
clared that the underwriting agree- 
ment would be forthcoming on con- 
sumation. This will probably be in 
July. Next hearing date on any un- 
finished business that may arise was 
set for July 6. 


L. K. SIDNEY PRODUCER 
ON METRO’S ‘FOLLIES’ 


Hollywood, May 16. 

L. K. Sidney, in charge of Metro’s 
radio activities, was named producer 
of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ in a surprise 
move by studio execs. Several pro- 
ducers on the lot had figured to han- 
dle the picture after William An- 
thony McGuire checked out. 

Sidney has had experience in 
every phase of the show business 
over a period of 25 years. He came 
to Hollywood to handle the studio’s 
‘Good News’ ether show. This is his 
first film production. Picture is 
slated to roll early in July. 














-WANGER’S POST 


Chairman of Dartmouth’s Annual 
Drama Festival 








Walter Wanger has been named 
chairman of the advisory committee 
planning the annual drama festival 
at Dartmouth College. He will be 
active in an effort to work out spe- 
cial features for budgeting the proj- 
ect. 

Festival, which may open during 
the summer of 1940, will be directed 
by the Dramatists Guild and will 
utilize the $1,000,000 theatre and 
workshop to be erected on the 
campus at Hanover, N. H. One of 
the prime matters to be worked out 
is arranging to bring audiences to 
the remote location and handle them 
there. Hotels and resorts in the 
vicinity are cooperating. ~ 


Charnas’ Bowling Alleys 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Harry Charnas has ended a long 
association with Warner Bros. and 
will operate a 52-alley Bowling cen- 
ter at the old Warner Sunset Bivd., 
studio. He formerly operated the 
Strand and Criterion in New York. 

He’s a brother-in-law of the War- 
ners, 














Variety last week published a detailed an- 
alysis, based on exhibitor data, of the film prod- 
uct released during the first 812 months of the 
1938-39 season. Among the articulate reactions 
to the story at least one point seems to call for 
an editorial answer. That is the startling 
thought put forward by one annoyed executive 
that an analysis of this kind, or the subject it- 
self, was, to quote him, ‘none of VaRIEeTy’s 
business.’ 


VariETy’s business for a third-of-a-century 
has been to comment upon, interpret, analyze 
and otherwise seek to contribute light and un- 
derstanding to trade matters in all their mani- 
fold and overlapping phases. Vartety’s read- 
ers, including exhibitors and film bookers, do 
not, we feel confident, share the idea that an 
analysis of film releases, carried through with 
all possible objectivity, is a violation of any- 
body’s privacy. The whole conception that 
specific showmanship is not a subject to re- 
view is a throw-back to old-school legit pro- 
ducers who often sought to intimidate critics 
and penalize a free press. Such a thought has 
not been openly expressed in the film biz since 
the days of ‘the trust.’ 


Because VARIETY views the approaching new 
releasing year, starting in September, as a pe- 
riod in which the producing forces will be 
called upon to exert their creative ingenuity 
to the utmost, it grasps the opportunity to hold 
up the mirror to the passing show, hopeful that 
a summary will serve a useful purpose. The 
mere listing of current film attractions of test- 
ed boxoffice pull, as reflected in national re- 
ceipts printed weekly in Variety, is informa- 
tion to the production forces, which means 
Hollywood, whether the studios care to make 
use of the information or not. 


It is information of equal value to the ex- 
ploitation and advertising departments, which, 
next to production, occupy in the present state 
of the industry the second most important field 
of endeavor. Examination of the film lists 
reveals scores of attractions on the borderline 
of healthy boxoffice profit, indicating that extra 
salesmanship by exhibitors, sponsored and en- 
couraged by the publicity forces of the majors, 
might easily have pushed them to higher re- 
ceipts. Lack of that united common effort 
might be found in the presently applied adver- 
tising formula (introduced by some of the high- 
powered advertising agencies) of boosting a 
film at its first runs and leaving it alone there- 
after to sink or swim in the succeeding 12 
months it is playing out its contracts. 


Importance of impressive first-run introduc- 
tion cannot be overvalued. The new routine, 
however, is to focus a campaign on a single 
week’s or month’s issue of national magazines, 
and never again mention the title except in 
whispers. 


In advertising and showmanship there never 
has been found a substitute for individual the- 
atre exploitation, and the 15c. admission at the 
smallest theatre is as important as the first run 
dollar. 


It is information that is available as a ‘guide,’ 
or index, for the exhibitor who, once a year, 
obligates himself by license agreements to a 
volume of forthcoming films, only a few of 
which are produced at the time he puts his 
name on a contract. Once signed, the agree- 
ment is binding, and properly so, and he must 
carry out its provisions by accepting playdates 
as assigned and rental percentages as allocated. 


The fact that the more liberal cancellation 
provisions, as outlined in the tentative trade 
practice agreement, may be in force during the 
course of the new season, does not lessen the 
importance of careful buying by the exhibitor, 
of which this newspaper numbers thousands 
among its readers. 


He is seeking strong at- 


tractions for his public—not a surplus supply 
of films he may cancel out and leave in the 
film exchange vaults under the proposed 20%, 
15% and 10% cancellation provisions, based 
upon his average film rentals. 

It may be that the survey is of least value or 
interest to the different sales organizations, 
none of whom have proved themselves any 
stronger or weaker than the product they 
handle, and few of whom have the slightest 
influence one way or another on the quality of 
the product shipped weekly from their respec- 
tive Hollywood studios. That the distribution 
organizations haven't more to say about the 
story material, star casting and general show- 
manship ingredients in films just happens to 
be one of the weakest links in the entire film 
industry structure. It is one of the reasons, 
also, why Hollywood gets tangled up in story 
cycles and keeps turning out a certain type of 
screen fiction months after the public has lost 
interest in the mode. Some distributor chief- 
tains, who orate courageously in New York, 
seem to lose their voices when they get to 
Hollywood. 





There is nothing mysterious about produc- 
ing motion pictures, or any open sesame known 
only to a few gifted individuals. Human be- 
ings have written and acte1 in dramas since 
the earliest miracle plays. The wonder mar- 
vel of films is in the mechanical invention of 
the camera, sprocketed film and projector, and 
the synchronous fusion of photography with 
electrical sound recording and reproducing. 
There are probably not a dozen production 
executives in Hollywood who are mechanical- 
ly educated to the point where they could de- 
velop a foot of film. They don’t have to be. 
They are supposed to know a good screen- 
script from a bad one, and the record shows 
that the guessing during the current season has 
been uneven, and some valuable marquee 
names have been wasted on poor drama, bore- 
some musicals and unfunny comedy. For these 
errors in production judgment (which might 
be rectified by closer cooperation with distri- 
bution) the exhibitors of the country have pa‘d 
the bill, and the public has learned to shop dis- 
criminately for its entertainment. 


The approaching season presents also certain 
trade problems, the solution of which does not 
lie solely in making good pictures. First in 
this category is the all important matter of 
sustaining public good-will, and second, in 
maintaining film attendance as a national habit 
against an increasing horde of competition op- 
position and self-made hurdles of bad market- 
ing, of which double-billing, free dishes, gam- 
bling games and lotteries are a few. 


It is anticipated, for instance, that 34,000,000 
people, mostly Americans, will visit the New 
York World’s Fair this summer, but the film 
industry is conspicuously absent as one of the 
giant industrial hosts to greet this great throng 
and send them back home with some cheering, 
inspiring and friendly message. Maybe it isn’t 
important. Perhaps films are so much a part 
of American life that it isn’t necessary to cul- 
tivate the good-will of present customers and 
make new ones. 


anak) Se : ‘ . | 
This is just mentioned in passing because | 


of the good-will benefits of the fair exhibits 
such industries as organized sports, automo- 


biles, radio and television.are depending upon. | 


These happen to be substantial competitors of | 
films, the last named emerging soon from the | 
potential status. 


It is very much the business of Variety to 
record, observe and draw conclusions from 
data as accurately compiled as possible within 
the resources of newspaper reporting. 


N.Y. ALLIED, OKLA. 
INDIES VETO IDEA 


New York Group Visualizes 
Abuse of Power Through 
Such Massing of Re- 
sources — Allied Conven- 
tion June 13-15 Will 
Foster Idea 





OKLA. ORGANIZES 





Any buying pool of the independ- 
ents throughout the country, re- 
ported fostered by members of Al- 
lied States Assn., will be opposed by 
at least one of its state units, Allied 
Theatre Owners of New York, and, 
it is predicted, probably by others 
due to the dangers involved. The 
position of N. Y. Allied, headed by 
Max A. Cohen, is expected to be 
made clear at the convention of this 
body at its three-day convention in 
N. Y. starting Tuesday (23) at weich 
the question of self-regulation, the 
trade practices platform and other 
matters will come up for discussion. 

Reports are that indie exhibitor 
members of Allied are circulating a 
petition calling for a buying com- 
bine of 2,500 houses and will seek 
action in that connection at the na- 
tional convention of Allied States, 
headed by Col. H. A. Cole, in Minne- 
apolis June 13. Representations de- 
clared being made are that a total 
of as many as 2,500 theatres can be 


(Continued on page 18) 


LOUIS B. MAYER’S PH.D 
TODAY (WEDNESDAY) 


Louis B. Mayer, accompanied by 
Howard Strickling, goes from St 
John, N. B., to Frederickton, N. B., 
today (Wednesday), where the Uni- 
versity of New Brunswick will con- 
fer a Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
upon him. 

His brother, Jerry Mayer, came on 
from Hollywood to be present at the 
ceremonies. They then return to 
New York for about a week and de- 
part for Hollywood, where they are 
due May 29. 






































Any oracular complex is denied. The facts | 


must speak for themselves. 
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2-Day Delay of Visiting Royalty 
A Bonanza for Canadian Show Bi 





- 


Montreal, May 16. 


Two-day delay in the arrival of 
the Royal visitors means additional 
gravy to theatres in Quebec and 
Montreal. Schedule as per Ottawa 
is unchanged but it’s an amusement 
field day for shows in Halifax and 
Vancouver. | 

Visitors from the U. S. and the} 
countryside are jamming cities and | 
highways, and first runs and nabes | 
are capacity due to the influx and | 
holiday spirit. 

Closing of theatres in Quebec city, 
on account of the 10% municipal tax | 
has been posiponed. 

For the British film, ‘60 Glorious | 
Years,’ which is about Queen Vic- | 
toria, Consolidated Theatres is giv- | 
ing doorchecks between 4-6 p.m. at | 
Loew’s to patrons to see the pro- | 
cession and return. Several niteries, 
in the red heretofore, are rolling up | 
big grosses. 

Montreal has an extra 1,000,-| 





| 
| 
; 


To the King’s Taste 





Regina, Sask., May 16. 


‘What Would You Serve the 
King?’ is title of $1,000 prize 
cooking contest sponsored by 


Robin Hood Mills in connection 
with cross-Canada radio cam- 
paign. 

The royal publicity helps. 


RKO-Lasky’s Tyro Pic 
Campaign the Subject 
Of a $500,000 Suit 


A $500,000 action by John C. E. 
Carnevale against RKO Radio Pic- 
tures, Inc.; Columbia Broadcasting 
System, Inc.; Motion Picture Produc- 
ers & Distributors of America, Inc.; 
William Wrigley, Jr., Co.; Jesse L. 
| Lasky and Will Hays, charging the 
| plaigiarism of the plaintiff’s ideas in 











| the radio program ‘Gateway to Hol- 


| lywood,’ was revealed Saturday (13) 
in N. Y. supreme court. The plain- 
tiff claims he devised and copyright- 
ed a scheme under the title of ‘New 


= 


ERPI’s Round-the-World 
New Sound Showings 


i 
' 





New sound system, which will be 
handled by distributors of Western 
‘Electric theatre equipment, was pre- 
{sented to the trade Monday (15) at 
the Astor hotel, N. Y., and at the 
same time in Havana Mexico City, 
Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, San- 
tiago, Manila, Lima, London, Syd- 
ney, Montreal, Singapore and Well- 
| ington. Probably the most extensive 
| simultaneous trade showing ever at- 
'tempted by a film equipment outfit. 


| New ERPI equipment is rated 
| adaptable to theatres of any size or 
iture advances in sound recording 
such as are typified by high volume 
prints which are slated to come from 
Hollywood in the near future. Via 
application of new circuit principles, 
the system’s power has been stepped 
up-to more than double the require- 
ments of Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences. 


PASADENA QUI 
VIVE ON ‘NAZI 
SPY DATE 





| type, being designed to care for fu-| 





Squawks Against Nat'l Anthem 4 





Philadelphia, May 16. 


Squawks from several angles are pouring into headquarters of the 
Warner circuit here anent the new policy of playing the ‘Star Span- 
gled Banner’ at the conclusion of each day’s show. Patrons maintain 
that they are not unpatriotic, but that the playing of the national an- 
them creates an uncomfortable self-consciousness which is unpleasant. 
They object to taking patriotism like medicine. 

On the other hand there are beefs about the inattentiveness and 
disregard of a large part of the audience while the anthem is being 


played. 


Many persons walk out of the house, while others continue 


to powder their noses, put on their coats and indulge in other such 
activity. Some patriotic organizations feel that the indiscriminate and 


inappropriate playing of the ‘Star 


Spangled Banner’ is boomeranging 


to create disrespect for it, rather than patriotism. 








Stage-Managing Royalty 


(Continued from page 1) 

the protocolists have fallen fiat. 
Sharp contrast with the prior atti- 
tude of the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion, which has been pubiicity-hun- 
gry to the point of pestering the 
lensers, the radio fraternity and 
(sometimes) the press. “So the 
grudges are being displayed openly, 
particularly among the journalistic 
gentry which is seizing every oppor- 
tunity to get in nasty digs. 

As things stand, the problem of 
arranging coverage is up in the air 
at a time when all groups ordinarily 
would have plans pretty well set- 
tled. Radio doesn’t know whether 
it can have microphones at the 


to rush crews from one spot to an- 
other, meaning that numerous 
lensers must be imported at huge 
cost to reinforce the normal crews. 

Though hoping for the best, the 
radio contingent is irked over the 
ban placed on a microphone appear- 
ance for the King. Particularly 
since the British monarch is sched- 
uled to go on the air while touring 
| Canada. Webs are planning to run 
wires to remote points, such as 
}Mount Vernon, Arlington Cemetery 
| (Unknown Soldier’s Tomb), and the 
Embassy just in case. 








Free Films for Brit. Navy 


Screen Faces, Inc.,’ in June, 1938. 





Broadway picture theatres are ar- 





This scheme called for picture as- 
pirants to send in their photographs 
and other information. He submit- 
ted it to Hays, who rejected it. He 
claims that the radio program, ‘Gate- 
way to Heaven,’ plaigarises his 
scheme and that Lasky is given 
credit as the creator of the idea. 












































Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 16. 


Republic renewed Joe Walters’ 
contract as still man 


Walter Wanger renewed Bobby 


Webb’s ticket as casting director. 
Metro handed new player pact to 








000 inhabitants for the occasion of 
today (16), has been put over to 
Thursday (18) due to icebergs and 
Australia could have arrived, it is 
claimed easily on _ schedule, but 
Navy is largely responsible for the 
delay and if the ship had been | 
ing time in the open Atlantic, she | 
would have had ample time to have | 
Early estimates were for $15,- 
000,000 to be spent by American 
the royal visit. Prices for windows 
along the 23 miles of the royal pro- 
to as low as $3, with afternoon tea | TONE BACK AT METRO 
thrown in on the higher prices. TW (TU 
ally the first runs along the main FOR 0 PI RES 
street, are amply and tastefully deco- 
partment stores opposite to them on Franchot Tone is going back to 
that route. Neighborhood houses, pictures and has been signed to do 
gay with buntings, flags, crowns, etc. |Crawford turned his back on Holly- 
Estimated cost for all decorations in | wood last fall to return to his first 
000 mark. ; ‘legit production, ‘Gentle People.’ 
The royal banquet at the Windsor | Show closed last week after a suc- 
with all invites obliged to be present | Actor reports to the studio May 
at 7 p.m. at latest, after which doors | 99, 
wait for three-quarters of the hour 
for the arrival of the Their Majes- 
- wv 
Theatres Open All Night 34 Units on Location 
Theatre men here are debating 
the possibility of operating 24 hours Hollywood, May 16. 
visit of King George on May 25 as/jtions listed for current productions, 
one means of assisting the city in the | the greatest number on the studio’s 
Suggest theatres could keep people ‘Ruler of the Seas’ leads the list, 
amused through the night or they | with six units spotted along the 
More than 90,000 expected here for Six features roll on the Paramount 
the day. lot next month, beginning with ‘Dr. 
Others are ‘$1,000 a Touchdown,’ 
|‘Madame Mystery,’ “The Light That 
20 Will Choose Board of 16) Failed,’ ‘Our Neighbors—the Carters’ 
Annual stockholders meeting of | 
er Inc., will be 
d in the company’s N. Y. offices Co in Ba 
May 20. Sixteen directors are to be wdin ck East 
Board of directors has nominated | Universal, who has been on the 
Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban, | Cast with his first assistant for 
Austin C. Keough, Neil F. Agnew, |New York the latter part of this 
John W. Hicks, Jr., Stephen Calla- Week. 
Goodyear, Duncan G. Harris, John | inally to check on next season’s 
L. Weisl, Maurice Newton and E. V. brief vacation. 
Richards for the 16 directorial 
UA Execs Back East 
Hollywood, May 16. 
are hauling east this week. 
Ed Raftery, company attorney, 


the royal visit which, scheduled for 
fog in the Gulf. The Empress of 
overcautiousness on the part of the 
ried or even held to average cross- 
reached Quebec by Monday (15). 
tourists all over the Dominion for 
cession route scale from $50 down 

Theatres everywhere, but especi- | 
rated, and compare well with de- Hollywood, May 16. 
whether on or off the route, are also |two for Metro. Ex-husband of Joan 
the city run to well over the $1,000,- love, the Group Theatre for their 
Hotel has a 750 admittance limit | cessful run. 
are shut.and guests will have to 
ties Par’s Outdoor Splurge, 

Regina, Sask., May 16. 
May 24 immediately prior to the Paramount has 34 outdoor loca- 
care of the huge influx of people. | program since the advent of sound. 
could even sleep if they so desired. | California coast. 
Cyclops,’ slated for June 5. 
Par’s Annual Meeting Stee | 
| and ‘Seventeen.’ 

Paramount Pictures, 

chosen for a one-year term. J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Stan‘on Griffis, Y. Frank Freeman, | ®€@rly two months, starts back to 
gan, Harvey D. Gibson, A. Conger |, COwdin went to Hollywood orig- 
D. Heriz, Earl 1. McClintock, Edwin | Product, but remained over for a 
spots. 

Last of the United Artists execs 
left Monday (15), followed today 


(Tuescay) by Charles Schwartz.| Lew Ayres. 
Wednesday departers are Murray} _O©Sa Massen inked player deal at 
Silverstone and Mary Pickford. Paramount, 


Metro handed Mary Howard new 
acting pact. 

Martin Kosleck 
ticket at Warners. 

David Buttolph signed for one 
year as composer and musical di- 
rector at 20th-Fox. 

Metro pacted Terry Kilburn, mop- 
pet. 





20th ‘Renews Werker 


Hollywood, May 16. 
20th-Fox gave Alfred Werker a 
mew director deal. 
Initials it with ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
topped by Basil Rathbone and Nigel 
Bruce. 


inked player 





Hollywood, May 16. 


Expected demonstrations against 
the showing of ‘Confessions of Nazi 
Spy’ in Pasadena next week, is put- 
ting police on guard against any out- 
breaks. The town of so-called mil- 
lionaires is alleged to be a hotbed of 
Naziism and the United Artists the- 
atre has received many phone threats 
against showing the picture. 

The American Legion is aiding in 
running down agitators and those 
circulating inflammatory literature. 
Theatre is on guard against demon- 
strations with anti-stench bomb 
sprays, police detail and a mask for 
the house screen. . 

Two weeks’ run of the WB picture 
in Los Angeles and Hollywood was 
without any disturbance. 





‘Communist Propaganda’ 
Troy, N. Y., May 16. 


A delegation called . Leo Rosen, 
manager of WB’s Troy, protesting 
against ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ 
claiming picture is Communistic 
propaganda. Committee is alieged to 
have been influenced in its stand by 
a reported criticism of the film 
which Father Charles E. Coughlin 
recently made on the radio. The 
Detroit priest is credited with a con- 
siderable following in Troy sector, 
definitely anti-Communistic. 

Protest was ignored. 





Stenching Prank 


Dayton, O., May 16. 

Preview midnight audience iast 
week at ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ 
were assailed with stench bombs but 
management attributes it to kids’ 
pranks rather than objecters. Audi- 
ence was exceedingly demonstrative 
with hisses for Hitler and loud ap- 
plause for Americanism. 





Kuhn’s Suit 


Fritz J. Kuhn, individually and as 
president of the German-American 
Bund, filed a $5,000,000 libel action 
Friday (12) in the N. Y. federal 
court, against Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Inc., Milton Krims, John Wexley 
and Leon G. Turrou, claiming that 
the bund, a ‘patriotic, loyal American 
organization, upholding the consti- 
tution and laws of the U. S.’ had 
been libeled in ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy.’ 

Kuhn asserts that the film alleges 
to be a true story based on two 
trials, one at the Panama Canal 
zone, and the other in the N. Y. 
federal court, and charges that cer- 
tain persons are engaged in espion- 
age, and shows individuals connected 
with the German government trying 
to undermine American institutions, 
and steal military and naval secrets 
of the U. S. It also shows them try- 
ing to foment trouble in the U. S., 
by abusing the rights of citizenship, 
and betraying trusts while professing 
loyalty to the U. S. Further the 
complaint alleges that these persons 
are trying to destroy the U. S. and 
eliminate the Bill of Rights.. It says 
that the persons accused of these 
acts are shown te be naturalized 
American citizens of German birth, 
members of the bund. 

The plaintiff also seeks an injunc- 
tion against the film. 





Union Station to pick up the greet- 
ings exchanged between the visiting 
British rulers and President Roose- 
velt. Nor do the newsreelers know 
whether each company can make its 
own shots or whether the films must 
be swapped. 
British Embassy Blamed 


The chief beef of the press is 
aimed at the British Embassy, which 
has been condescending and, in a 
sense, chiding toward the scribes. 
Admission to the garden party, 
which will be one of the two or 
three outstanding incidents on the 
schedule, will be closely restricted, 
with no logic apparent behind the 
discrimination. Only the national 
press services, a few society chroni- 
clers from the Washington papers, 
and a hand-picked few oglers for 
metropolitan rags can slip through 
the gate. The political reporters 
have a mass mad on at the Embassy, 
for singling out the tea-party scribes 
for admission. And in some cases 
one important sheet has been told it 
can have an observer on the grounds 
while an equally-important rival is 
kept at a distance. 

Amount of radio coverage is prob- 
lematical, although all chains are 
making elaborate prepartions com- 
parable to the last Presidential in- 
auguration. No word yet from the 
Embassy whether mikemen will be 
permitted on the grounds to give a 
word picture of the sashaying at the 
reception. 


+ Unless drastic changes are made, 


the radio and film people fear the 
worst after going through the dress 
rehearsal when President Somoza of 
Nicaragua dropped in two weeks 
ago. On that occasion, the protocol 
dictators were exasperatingly un- 
sympathetic, although White House 
pressure and Secret Service pals 
were some help. The State Depart- 
ment etiquette arbiters banned radio 
commentators from the Union Sta- 
tion and allowed newsreel grinders 
to shoot the initial meeting between 
the two chief executives with great 
reluctance. 
Lensers’ State Dept. Beef 

The wrath of the lensers is aimed 
at George T. Summerlin, chief of 
protocol at the State Department. At 
the outset of negotiations concern- 
ing coverage of Somoza, he flatly 
refused to permit cameras to be set 
up inside the Union Station to catch 
the welcome extended the Nica- 
raguan head man. No reasons forth- 
coming. Chiefly through Stephen T. 
Early, the President’s press secretary 
who used to be the local Paramount 
representative, the barriers were 
lowered. 

The physical job of covering the 
King and Queen will be hard enough 
without the obstacles which the 
diplomats threaten to put in the way. 
Most stringent police regulations 
Washington ever has seen will be in 
effect, with thousands of the mili- 
tary backing up the gendarmes and 
movements of press, radio, and 
photographers severely restricted. 

Newsreel companies plan to set up 
equipment at numerous points, possi- 
bly using as many as a dozen stands, 
for the parade from the railroad 
terminal to the White House. 
(Counting the one inside the station, 
only nine stands were manned for 
the Somoza visit.) Traffic jam and 





regulations will make it impossible 


ranging to let in cuffo 2,500 sailors 
and officers on four British warships 
due in late this month. Ships are 
serving as escorts for England’s king 
and queen. First man-o’-war is due 
in N. Y. tomorrow (18). 

Only half of complement of naval 
men will be allowed shore leave at 
one time, hence Broadway houses 
will be open to only 1,250 men at 
one time. 


U. S. Newsreelers’ Rules 
For Visiting Royalty 


Rigid regulations have been laid 
down by British government repre- 
sentatives in Washington as to how 
newsreel cameramen must comport 
themselves when England’s king and 
queen visit the U. S. early next 
month. The lensmen must wear 
coats while on duty, must stay a cer- 
tain distance away from the royal 
party, and can’t shout or issue direc- 
tions to the royal pair. Nor can they 
instruct them how to pose. 


No traveling photographic shots 
will be permitted. Newsreel men 
must remove their hats and stand at 
attention when either of the national 
anthems is being played. Newsreel 
executives, however, regard the reg- 
ulations as only customary for a na- 
tion’s executive and not unlike those 
observed towards the president. 


As a matter of fact, Great Britain’s 
king is known in this country as a 
motion picture camera devotee, lug- 
ging his 16-millimeter camera nearly 
every place he goes. 


INDUSTRY’S FAIR FILMS 
READY IN TWO WEEKS 


Film industry expects to have its 
gift to the New York World's Fair, 
the feature, ‘Cavalcade of America,’ 
ready for delivery to the Federal 
Building on the Flushing site in 
about two weeks. Finishing touches 
and final cutting will be made this 
week on the Coast. It will be shown 
free in the U. S. Building audi- 
torium., 

Feature, which will be held to 60 
minutes’ running time, had Cecil B. 
DeMille in charge of turning out the 
additional material. 

Picture business is arranging ® 
similar production for tiie San Fran- 
cisco Fair. 











EDNA BEST’S ROLE 


Back from Londen for Selznick’s 
‘Intermezzo’ 








London, May 16 
Edna Best sailed Friday (12) to 
play one of the two leading female 
roles in David O. Selznicks’ produc- 

tion of ‘Intermezzo’ in Hollywood. 
Ingrid Bergmann, who created the 
leading female role in the original 
Swedish version of the film, in which 
she co-starred with the late Gosta 
Ekman two years ago, will again 
have that part in the English ver- 
sion. Leslie Howard has the Ekman 
role. He’s also associate producer 





on the film. William Wyler directs. © 
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See Coast Labor Peace 





Hollywood, May 18. 


Peace loomed on the studio labor front with the IATSE offering to 
restore autonomy to Technicians Local 37 and reinstate Local officers, 
Formal proposal to end strife is set for discussion today (Tuesday), 

Understood Armistice provides that Lew Blix and two board mem- 


bers, suspended by local officers, 


must stand trial. Harold Smith, 


IATSE Coast head, who reportedly recommended emergency dec« 
laration and seizure of local by international, would pass from the 


picture. 


Agreement is said to provide that any occurrences prior to March 13 


are not subject to emergency measures. 


Local 37 officers will also 


ask guarantee against emergency seizure by IA in future. 


Oft-attempted plan to bring all motion picture unions in production 
under the present producer-labor setup of a basic studio agreement has 
been revived again this week. With the revised provisions governing 
studio labor relations now in force, negotiations were recommenced 
on Monday (15) at a meeting attended by business representatives of 
the various crafts. Pat Casey will be contacted when he returns from 
New York at the end of the month and new confgrences get under way. 

One amendment proposed Monday (15) provides that immediately 
after a complaint about any conditions or dispute between crafts and 
studios is filed, the condition complained of shall be put to arbitration. 
Findings would be retroactive to the date of complaint. 

Under the present system of ironing out disputes, action on com- 
plaints may be delayed as much as a full year until the annual con- 
ference on basic agreement is held in New York. 

Another proposal provides for ratification of all agreements by local 
union membership before being signatured by IATSE officers. 














Barney Glazer Sued by Alice, His Ist 
Wife, for $12,000 Under Divorce Pact 


Benjamin F, (Barney) Glazer, film 
roducer latterly with the Warners, 
Cad been sued in New York by his 
former wife, Alice P. Glazer, of 
Beverly Hills, for money due under 


~ @ separation and divorce settlement 


made some years ago. Glazer has 
been east for about six months dur- 
ing which period monthly payments 


te his first wife were withheld. His: 


second wife is Sharon Lynn, actress. 

Proceedings by the first wife were 
gtarted by Louis D. Frohlich of the 
law firm of Schwartz & Frohlich. 
About $12,000 is sought and addi- 
tional claims will -follow unless a 
settlement is arranged. 

Stated that Glazer agreed to form 
a trust fund of $250,000, income from 
which was to go to the first Mrs. 
Glazer. The fund was never de- 
posited although it was so agreed at 
the time of divorce and in con- 
sideration of her signing over com- 
munity property. She is now said 
to be without funds. 

Monthly payments appear to 
about equal the amount of the in- 
come from the trust fund towards 


_which he contends $160,000 was de- 


posited. Just what disposal has been 
made of that money has not been 
explained. 

Maurice Speiser, a brother-in-law, 
filed an answer to the action and 
while the failure to make the 
monthly payments is admitted, 
Glazer contends he has been inca- 
pacitated. Provision in the agree- 
ment with his divorced wife stipu- 
lates he shall not be liable if un- 
able to work by reason of illness. 

Defendant has been reported writ- 
He avers his capacity to 
earn money was affected by differ- 
ences with the first wife. They wed 


_when he was a young Philadelphia 


newspaperman, Coming to New 
York he won attention by adapting 
‘Liliom’ .and handled the Charles 
Frohman office for Paramount. Go- 
ing to the Coast as a writer, and 
later producer, he was reputedly 
paid $3,500 weekly. 


Finally Around to Us 


Hollywood, May 16. 
James Fitzpatrick’s series of Trav- 
eltalks for Metro’s 1939-40 program 
will be ‘See America First.’ 
Pictures will deal exclusively with 
points of interest in the U. S. 


Off the Musket Rack 


Hollywood, May 16. 
‘Kyber Rifles’ is being dusted off 
for early production after a long 
rest on the shelf at 20th-Fox. 














McCORMICK’S $8,000 
SUIT VS. LYONS AGCY. 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Breach of contract suit asking for 
$8,000 allegedly due him was re- 
newed in the Los Angeles superior 
court by John McCormick against 
his former agency partners, Arthur 
and Sam Lyons. McCormick has 
previously claimed that $62,500 was 
coming to him on his contract. 

Court is being asked to order an 
accounting to determine what com- 
missions are due him. 


‘Henry Aldrich’ Series 
May Follow Par’s ‘Life’ 


Clifford Goldsmith, whose ‘What a 
Life’ is in its second year on Broad* 
way and was recently filmed by 
Paramount, is being sought by the 
studio for another scripting assign- 
ment. Playwright is also considering 
the idea of adapting his ‘Life of 
Henry Aldrich’ radio series for pic- 
tures. It would be used as a series 
to follow Par’s ‘What a Life,’ in 
which the same characters are the 
basis. 

The air sketches will be expanded 
to 30-minute stanzas and will re- 
place Jack Benny for Jello over the 
summer. 














Vincent Price to Coast 
For Warners ‘Elizabeth’ 


Vincent Price planed to the Coast 
Friday (12) to do ‘Elizabeth and Es- 
sex’ for Warners on a one-picture 
loan from Universal. His _ sub- 
sequent plans are uncertain, but he 
has tentative plans for a Broadway 
legiter in the fall. He was replaced 
in ‘Outward Bound’ by Kent Smith. 

Edith Barrett (Mrs. Price) may 
follow him to Hollywood in a couple 
of weeks on another picture deal, 
but would probably return east in 
time for tentative strawhat book- 
ings at Stockbridge, Mass.; Skowhe- 
gan, Me.; Marblehead, Mass., and 
Westport, Conn. 

Film stars Bette Davis and Errol 
Flynn. 


Joan Clothes-Hossing 


Hollywood, May 16. 











Joan Crawford’s next role at Metro 
will be in ‘Park Avenue Models,’ be- 
|ing readied for early production by 


Script, by Boris Ingster, will be | John Considine, Jr. 


sent to the British Colonial office | 


Currently Miss Crawford is co- 


for approval on international angles. ‘ starring in ‘The Women.’ 








DEMAND CHANGES 
TO PROTECT BIZ 
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Current Film Prod. 





Regulation in 


7-Yr. Pact — Arbitration 
Plan Not Acceptable as Is 





STUDY REVAMP 





Hollywood, May 16. 

Drastic changes in Screen Actors 
Guild licensing plan are being de- 
manded by film agents. Complete 
revision of many clauses in rough 
draft of pact prepared by Laurence 
W. Beilenson, SAG counsel, will be 
requested when tops in Artists Man- 
agers Guild huddle with SAG ne- 
gotiating committee headed by 
George Murphy. oF 

Scores of small agents have al- 
ready consulted attorneys with the 
idea of contesting the licensing pro- 
gram in courts if the actors turn 
thumbs down on changes. They 
claim the agreement as drafted 
would ‘regulate them out of busi- 
ness.” Bigger agents are insisting 
changes be made, but do not appear 
alarmed over the situation. They 


not seriously oppose elimination of 
objectionable points. 

One agent said the actors would 
not insist on restrictions that would 
injure an agent’s business and pre- 
vent him from giving his best serv- 
ices to a client. Definite licensing 
fee to be charged the agents has not 
yet been fixed, but will be based on 
gross and net earnings of an agency. 

The principal objection of agents 
is to proposed regulation of their 
business. They do not feel that em- 
ployees should be required to take 
out sub-agents franchises, 
they should be required to desig- 
nate to the SAG which employees 
will handle the business of each in- 
dividual client. 

The agents are also opposed to 
elimination of the seven-year term 
agreement with actors. Licensing 
program would limit contracts to 
one year, with the privilege of re- 
newal for three years if actor and 
his representative were both satis- 
fied with arrangements. Renewals 
or new contracts could be written 
only during the last three months 
of an agreement. The agents will 
ask that this be modified, so new 
pacts could be drafted anytime it 
was agreeable to both the agent and 
his client. They will also ask modi- 
fication of clause prohibiting trans- 
fer or assignment of a contract with- 
out the specific permission of an ac- 
tor. 

Majority of agents also favor 
change in arbitration system to pro- 
vide for final appeal to courts or 
some other unbiased tribunal. 


Several Weeks to Revamp 


SAG leaders admit that pact now 
under consideration still is in rough 
form and that many changes may 


dications are that it may be several 
weeks before program will be in 
shape to become effective. 

Leaders in SAG are confident that 
the mail ballot being taken this week | 
on autonomy will be 90% in favor | 
of remaining with the Guild. The 
election was ordered when several 
minor groups launched attacks on | 
the SAG leadership and attempted | 
to set up dual organizations. If the) 
vote is overwhelmingly in favor of | 
the Guild, a campaign will be started 
immediately to eliminate the agi-' 
tators through suspension or expul-| 
sion. 

All ballots must be returned to the 
Guild headquarters by Friday (19), ' 
but it may be the first of next week 
before the vote can be tallied and 
the results determined. In addition 
to the autonomy vote, Class B mem- 
bers are balloting on more than 50 
candidates to fill 17 vacancies on the 
SAG Council. 

A few hours after the election was 





(Continued on page 13) 


Small %ers See Too Much) 
SAG | 


take the position that the SAG will | the deal to set up a permanent 50-50 


or that) 


have to be made before it is finally| when present contracts expire in 
adopted by both groups. Present in-| September, part of the pay cut it 


, County and caused him to lose con- 








Hollywood, May 16. 

Nobody ever lams from The 
Rock, not even in a picture title, 
So Columbia had to change ‘Es- 
cape from Alcatraz’ to ‘Num- 
bered Men’ to appease the penal 
biggies. 

Picture rolls tomorrow (Wed.) 
with Brian Donlevy and Jac- 
queline Logan. 











Par-Cooper Deal 


For Neb. and Colo. 
Houses Looks Set 


With return to New York by end 
of week of Austin C. Keough, v.p. 
and general counsel of Paramount, 








| partnership between Par and the J. 
H. Cooper interests over Nebraska 
| and Colorado theatres is expected to 
| be signatured. All the details of the 
deal have been worked out follow- 
ing many months of negotiation, 
Cooper, who was on a tour of his 
| properties recently, has returned to 
|New York, followed by Joe Philip- 
son, who is in charge of the Cooper 
| interests at the home office, who got 
in Monday (15) from the west. 


Newsreelers Assured 
Of a New Contract 
After Others Are OK'd 


Newsreel photographs’ union has 
been given assurance that if and 
when other labor difficulties in the 
film business are straightened out, a 
new contract will be negotiated with 
the union. Newsreel officials have 
been given to understand Wfat~ ahiy 
such pact decided on will be retro- 
active to June 1, 1938, and similar to 
other union agreements fixed in the 
trade lately. 

In the meantime the old contract 
that expired last June is being ob- 
served by the five newsreel com- 
penies. It is effective because of a 
stipulation in it which keeps terms 
| of the old contract in operation until 
a new one is approved. This one 
clause may knock out any retroactive 
stipulation in the new one, newsreel 
officials believe. 














Philadelphia, May 16. 
Projectionists’ union here is letting 
it be known that it wants restored, 





took several years ago. Move has 
exhibs plenty worried, as they feel 
that this is no time for paying any- 
body any more than he’s now get- 
ting. 





Jacqueman’s Accident 





Standards 


In the Middle of 2 Groups—Either 
To ‘Liberalize’ or Censor the Screen 


Licensing Plan—lInsist on| Can’t Lam Here 


Two outspoken groups, both out- 
side the film business, today are at- 
tempting to exert their influence on 
the industry. Both hope to achieve 
this from their pet ideas on censor- 
ship, and each is diametrically op- 
posed to the other on methods to be 
used and ultimate result to be at- 
tained. One group would liberial- 
ize the screen and even eliminate 
any self-regulation via a production 
code, while the other would further 
temper screen productions and 
strive for Federal censorship of a 
sort. 

That group made up of the re- 
form element which would make 
feature cinemas even milder than 
they are today is in the limelight 
presently because of Neely bill 
pending in Congress. They consist 
of parent organizations, societies, 
etc. which feel that pictures now 
are indecent, vulgar, exploit horror 
and crime and otherwise exert a bad 
influence on young people of the 
community, Various welfare asso- 
ciations in this group honestly be- 
lieve that the Neely bill will keep 
this type cf picture off the screen. 
They have been sold on the idea 
that the Neely measure would estab- 
lish government regulation whereby 
a certain amount of censorship 
would be imposed so as to elimi- 
nate ‘baddie’ productions. 

The other group which would 
meddle with the type of production 
offered on the screen is the so- 
called ‘liberal’ one. This includes 
in some instances critics on metro- 
politan dailies and others with the 
liberal urge who feel that piciures 
currently do not say enough. This 
bunch charges that screen vehicles 
stick too closely to rote and tend to 
be too Pollyanna in theme. They feel 
that there is too much mediocrity in 
present day film productions when 
economic, political and social themes 
should be touched on more fre- 
quently. 

This group says that inner-regu- 
lation or censorship via the volun- 
tary production code administration 
(Hays office) prevents ‘liberal’ 
themes from reaching the screen. 

The Hays office asks only that a 
film be decent and measure up to 
its rules regarding decency. Other- 
wise, there are no bars as to the 
type of picture or theme to be han- 
dled in a production excepting the 
individual producer’s desire to best 
serve company stockholders and 
with regard to the economics sur- 
rounding certain films that might be 
banned in certain states and foreign 
nations. That is the producer’s risk, 
with the Hays office never attempt- 
ing to dictate what should or should 
not be made but merely presenting 
probable risks involved should cer- 
tain types of film be made. An 
example today, of course, Is War- 
ner Bros.’ ‘Nazi Spy’ film, which 
automatically faces bans in those 
countries attuned to Nazi sensitivi- 
ties. 


Wage-Hour Amendments 
Would Exempt Filmers 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Amendments to the Wage-Hour 
Law now under consideration in 
Cengress would exempt thousands of 
film workers if written into the 











St. Louis, May 16. 
Paul Jacqueman, Hollywood writer, 
scenarist and lecturer, escaped seri- 
ous injury last week when a wasp 
alighted on his right ezr as he was 
driving his autorobil:: in St. Louis 


trol of the machine, which smashed 
ir.to a telephone pole. 

Jacqueman suffered minor in-| 
juries, but George Frank 43, a hitch- | 
hiker, whom Jacqueman gave a lift, | 
was taken to the St. Louis county 
hospital for treatment for fractures 


lof the nose and left arm and skull 


injuries. The car was badly dam- 
aged. i 


| managers, 


statute. If revamped, it would re- 
move Federal protection from those 
in the industry receiving a minimum 
guaranteed salary of $200 a month. 

Affected would be actors, directors, 
writers, assistant directors, unit 
film editors, cameramen 
and technicians. 





SIXTH SERIES AT MG 
Hollywood, May 16. 
Metro is preparing a new series 
of pictures built around the trials of 
newlyweds. 
Group raises studio’s list of series 
to six. 
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Rep Jumped His Claim on 





By GEORGE E. PHAIR 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Seabiscuit and Johnstown may be 
fair-to-middlin’ critters in their 
own dumb way, but there is only! ime in its flight can make even 
one hoss in the world, take it from h thei liberal 
Buck Jones, podner of the platinum | y prammags vi ange — oe 
blonde Silver, generally coupled in| minds, William Goldman, op of the 
the betting with Hi Yo. | News theatre here, has discovered. 

Buck is suing for $250,000, claim-/| Playing revivals entirely, the News 
ing Republic studio ain’t done right} finds it cannot get okays now on 
by good old Silver, who is a Pegasus! pix which were given seals in past 
without wings and a member of the | years. 
Phi Beta Kappa hoss fraternity. The} pack Street,’ with Irene Dunne, 


studio, Buck declares, has rustled | was completely nixed by the official 
his old college yell, ‘Hi Yo Silver,’| 44. body. There was no explana- 


and is using it to plug a celluloid tion of why it was all right several 
buckaroo who calls himself ‘The | years ago and now is immoral. 


Lone Ranger.’ "| ‘Rain’ was passed by the Board, but 
Man and boy, Buck told the Fed- | so badly slashed on the re-censor- 
eral Court, he has given Silver the! ing that it failed to click and it was 


old ‘Hi Yo’ in 115 escapades on the | necessary to withdraw it before the 
screen, and no varmint has a right| pun was completed. ‘Street Scene’ 


to jump his claim. That is gre is another on which the censors used 
Buck stepped into an argument with| 2 scissors so freely, Goldman felt 


Republic’s legal sharpshooter, who | there was nothing worth while left. 
Sanne” maak in. oe 18 Pi Five revivals that have meshed 
to ‘Hi Yo.’ Back in the 15th Cen- “ oo . 
tury, he contended, there was a | —, aonF ne “a * norway 3 
Moorish hossman named Abdul | H s gar le Sowery, is 

Somethingorother who had a stable- ; ae oe ne Night and r. 
ful of Silvers, all of whom respond- | Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

ed to ‘Hi Yo,’ both in Arabic and 


Pa. Censorial Vagaries 
Shown in Revived Films 


Philadelphia, May 16. 








Hi Yo, Silver, 
Buck Jones Charges in $250,000 Suit 


Fairbanks Sails; His UA 
Production Very Vague 


Douglas Fairbanks and Mrs. Fair- 





| banks (the former Lady Ashley) 


sailed for Europe yesterday (Tues.) 
for an indefinite stay abroad, Pro- 
duction of Fairbanks’ first picture 
for United Artists release, ‘The Cali- 
fornian, has not yet gotten under 
way and is five months overdue. 


Fairbanks’ only comment on his 
production affairs when he arrived 
in New York two weeks ago was to 
the effect that he was ‘waiting for 
developments.’ Now believed that 
Fairbanks may not go through with 
his proposed schedule of three pic- 
tures backed by British and con- 
tinental money, and his story and 


| production properties may be turned 


over to other UA producers. 


JACKIE COOGAN 
ECHO iN NEW 
LAWS 


Sacramento, May 16. 











Spanish. 

Buck’s hoss might savvy Spanish 
but not with Arabic, even though 
he did bewilder a lot of college pro- 
fessors with his scholastic achieve- 
ments at a dinner in. New York a 
few years ago. At the dinner, Buck 
testified, the profs agreed that Silver 
could do more tricks than a sopho- 
more, but that was before the sopho- 
mores learned to gulp goldfish. 

Anyway, Buck wants 250 grand to 
keep Sliver in the style to which he 
is accustomed. The court is thinking 
it over. 


SPORTS NAMES 
TO AID FIGHT 
PIX REPEAL 


Washington, May 16. 

Monotonous hearings of a senate 
committee will be enlivened next 
week by the appearance of Jack 
Dempsey and other famous prize 
ring figures on legislation to repeal 
ban on interstate transportation of 
fight films. 

Scribes covering hearings before 
the Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee will get a chance to ogle Demp- 
sey and at least one other former 
world champ. Jim Jeffries will ap- 
pear before the solons, in company 
with Col. J. Reed Kilpatrick, Madi- 

















son Square Garden Corp. prexy, 
with the probability that other fight- 
ers may be imported for the Thurs- 
day (25) and Friday (26) sessions. 

Bill is sponsored by Senator War- 
ren Barbour, New Jersey Republi- 
can, and one-timer former amateur 
heavyweight champion of the U. S. 
and Canada. Transformation of a 
senate hearing into a verbal prize 
ring, with the Manassas Mauler and 
other prime exponents of the manly 
art on display, expected to pay heavy 
dividends in publicity for the Bar- 
bour measure. 





Reorg Myron Selznick 
Agency’s N. Y. Office 


Nat Wolff of Myron Selznick, Inc., 
has arrived in New York to attempt 
a reorganization of the N. Y. office, 
following recent resignation of Her- 
man Bernie. A number of other 
employees in the N. Y. office re- 
ceived two-week dismissal notices 
on May 8. 

Prior to Wolff’s advent it was re- 
ported that Selznick intended to 
close the eastern office. 


Here They Come—Back 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Buster Keaton comes back as an 
actor in ‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ 








starting next Monday (22) at 20th-|from Hollywood, whence they re-|head, has resigned. 


Fox. Included in the comeback are 
members of Mack Sennett’s Bathing 
Beauties and Keystone Cops. 


ANOTHER STIFF PRISON 
TERM FOR B.0. STICKUP 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Found guilty of the holdup of three 





employes of the Hill Top theatre here 


in February, as well as of two other 
charges of robbery and a violation 
of the firearms act, 23-year-old 
James Brunner, of nearby Bridge- 
ville, Pa., was sentenced to from 10- 
20 years in the Western Penitentiary 
here last week. 

Brunner’s the second theatre ban- 
dit to draw a stiff sentence locally 
in the last three months. 
who pleaded guilty to holding up five 
houses within a two-week period, 
drew 5-10 years recently. 

Although sporadic boxoffice rob- 
beries have cropped up of late, flood 
of them is believed to have been 
stopped by long-term prison terms 
being handed out to bandits. 





Electrician Slugged 


Rochester, N. Y., May 16. 

Michael Strubella, 46, electrician at 
RKO Temple, was slugged and 
robbed of $3,500 by three men as he 
was going home late at night, he told 
police. Semi-conscious as he was 
taken to hospital, he was reported 
in serious condition. His upper teeth 
had been knocked out and there were 
five deep head gashes. 

Strubella’s screams brought neigh- 
bors to the scene and the assailants 
escaped in an automobile, according 
to witnesses. 





GENE RAYMONDS’ PIC? 


om 


NW Hears Miss MacDonald May 
Co-Star with Husband 





Spokane, Wash., May 16. 
Evidence that Jeanette MacDonald 
is considering a picture with hubby 
Gene Raymond was shown by the 
singer while here for a concert date. 
She sounded out loca: opinion on the 
question. 





She included a song written by 
Raymond in her concert. 





Musical ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
Hollywood, May 16. 





Metro is readying a remake of 
‘Smilin’ Through’ as an operetta for 
' Jeanette MacDonald. Picture was 
‘last made in 1933 with Norma 
| Shearer starring. 





| $3,890 in Tacoma 
| Tacoma, May 16. 
Jeanette McDonald wound up her 
northwest singing invasion here 
| Thursday (11) night, when standees 
|} and extra scats had to be placed in 
the Temple theatre (Hamrick), 
which ordinarily seats 1,700. For this 
engagement it reached nearly 2,000, 
at $1,860 to $2.65 scale. Grossed 
$3,800. 
Charles L. Wagner, of New York, 
came here, while Gene Raymond 
; joined Miss McDonald, coming up 





turned pror.to, 
Other concerts were in Seattle, 
Portland and Vancouver, B, C., 


Alice Faye and Don Ameche have | with not an empty seat at any of the 


the top roles. 


four stands. 


Another, + 


Legislation designed to prevent a 
repetition of the litigation growing 
cut of the efforts of Jackie Coogan 
to recover from his mother a por- 
tion of his childhood earnings is be- 
fore the assembly for action. The 
measure, by Assemblyman K. H. 
Redwine, Los Angeles, was given a 
‘do pass’ recommendation last week 
by the Assembly Judiciary Codes 
Committee. ; 

The bill would give the court ap- 
proving a child actor’s contract the 
power to set aside one half of the 
child’s earnings in a trust fund or 
some other form of savings. Under 
the existing law, the parents are en- 
titled to all the earnings of the 
child. 





Kill Pa. Biue-Bill 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

Jumped on, immediately after it 
was introduced, by the press through- 
out the state, the Wolfenden bill to 
kill Sunday films in Pennsy was 
dunked in the p*ckling vat by the 
Senate Law and Order committee 
last Wednesday (10). Although the 
measure to repeal the present local 
option privilege and prevent Sabbath 
pix altogether was never given a 
serious chance of passing, attacks in 
the papers and by the film lobby 
meant certain doom. 





— 


Mpls. City Tax Idea 


Minneapolis, May 16. 

Local theatres are threatened with 
a city admission tax as result of the 
proposal of Mayor George E. Leach 
for a ‘luxury tax’ to help finance in- 
creasing relief needs, 

In committing himself to the 
luxury tax, which would include 
theatre admissions, the mayor 
pointed out that city finances now 
are strained to the utmost and addi- 





tional funds no longer can be raised 
safely by further borrowing. 

Exhibitors here, with business 
badly off, declare their interests 
would be badly injured by the neces- 
sary admission boost. They also in- 
sist they can’t afford to shoulder the 
tax themselves in view of the fact 
that operating costs now are at a 
peak while income is at the lowest 
level in a number of years. 


Lesser’s ‘Town’ and ‘Ice’ 
To Foliow Breen Picture 


Hollywood, May 16, 

Sol Lesser is readying ‘Every- 
thing’s on Ice,’ to roll as soon as he 
completes ‘Way Down South,’ the 
Bob Breen starrer currently in work. 











In combination with Ernst Lubitsch, 
|Lesser has three pictures to make 
‘for United Artists this year. 

| Lesser bought the stage play, ‘Our 
Town,’ from Jed Harris and Thorn- 
ton Wilder at a price understood to 
be $75,000. Picture will be made in 


Technicilor under Lubitsch’s super- 
vision. 





Vic Shapiro Leaves S-I 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Victor M. Shapiro, Selznick-Inter- 
national Pictures’ studio publicity 
No successor 





|has been named. 
Shapiro succeeded Russell Bird- 
| well the first of the year when lat- 
ter left the Selznick setup to form 


‘his own public relations agency. 
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Plenty of Free Showmanship in N. Y 


And at the Fair, According to Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, May 16, 
Dear Vic: 


I think it was some Scotchman that once said, ‘All good things in life are 
free.’ Well, whoever it was that said it didn’t do a bad job of Saying, 
Aggie, Junior and me have been making the rounds of all the free attrac. 
tions at the Fair and in the city, and I wanna tell you it’s got a lot of the 
money shows beat a mile. Anybody ever tells you that New York don’t 
give anything away just tell ’em they are nuts, 

We went to the Museum of Art where they got a lot of swell pictures 
and, of course, they also had a lot that we didn’t care for. It’s the same 
as the picture business, because they got plenty of B and C pictures up 
there too. The place was packed which is more than the picture houses 
can say. Then we visited the Museum of Natural History and it would take 
you a week to see everything there, and it’s all very interesting stuff too. 
They got things thousands of years old. I thought sure they’d have a case 
with radio jokes in it, but I guess they can’t take a chance on account of 
the smell. 

Then we went down to the Aquarium and it proved to us that there were 
a lot of fish that weren't exhibitors and Fair concessionaires. We spent an 
hour at the Grand Centra] Station listening to a woman playing the organ 
and some porters singing spirituals and very good too. The Museum of 
the City of New York has a lot of stuff that recalls old days in the city, like 
old lamposts, fire engines, boat models and they have a big room full of 
pictures of actors and actresses from vaudevilie and the legit. Aggie and 
me are gonna send ’em one of our old pictures; it won’t be a bad ad for us. 
The New York Library has a lot of paintings, maps and stuff besides books 
and its a great spot to sit down and read your paper. The Museum of 
Modern Art which the Rockefellers just opened is a wonderful place. You 
can even see a picture show there. They got a library of all the old films 
since the beginning of picture making. I only hope they keep ‘em there 
and won't let the exchanges get their hands on ‘em or else they'll send 


them to me in Coolacres, 
should have been kept in a museum. 


monia too, for free. 


on the Times Bldg. 


I've ever seen. 


country free. 
wanted to call up their agent. 


tops of percolators. 


looks like. 


Charles O’Brien Kennedy sez, ‘We 


We certainly have piayed plenty pictures that 


If you’re too hot you can stand in the lobby of any picture house and 
get cooled off. Not only will they cool you off but will give you pneu- 
And if you don’t wanna spend any dough on a news- 

paper you can stand at Times Sq. and read the electric lighted headlines 


At the Fair you can see plenty of free stuff, and swell too. The duPont 
Co. has a fine exhib, and the Consolidated Edison Co. has one of the best 
They show you New York with all its buildings lit up, 
the subway and the streets and factories all lit up. 
The Telephone Bldg. is one of the very interesting exhibs and if you're 
lucky you can win the number that allows you to phone to anybody in the 
I saw a lot of actors hanging around there. 


It’s a beautiful sight. 


I guess they 


The Goodyear company shows you how to make a tire. The Glassblowers 
show is swell, too, and when I saw them I thought of the gag Fred Allen 
told about the glassblower that had asthma, and so they let him blow the 


Hope this finds you and Flo well and happy and if you get any dough into 
the boxoffice be sure and deposit it in the bank as I wanna see what money 
California money don’t seem able to stand the climate back 

here. Best from Aggie, Junior and Abner. 
Your pal, 


Sez 


Lefty. 
grow wise as we get older, but it is 


by forgetting what we thought we knew.’ 








Roy Rogers Wants 
To Oust His Agents 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Roy Rogers, Republic’s western 
star, has petitioned the L. A. su- 
perior court to determine the validi- 
ty of his managerial contract with 
the Artists Bureau, Inc. 

Rogers wants his contract termi- 
nated because of alleged failure of 
the agents to secure work for him. 


‘Reno’ for Dix 


Hollywood, May 16. 

‘Reno,’ pioneer tale of the divorce 
town, is the first top-budget starrer 
for Richerd Dix under his new one- 
year contract with RKO. 

John Twist is screenplaying orig- 
inal by Ellis St. Joseph. Robert Sisk 
produces. 














Illeana’s Jail Rap 





Beverly Hills, Cal., May 16. 
Illeana Laurel, Russian singer and 
estranged wife of Stan Laurel, was 
sentenced to five days in jail and 
fined $100 on a drunkenness charge. 
She was released in $1,000 bail pend- | 
ing an appeal. 

Mrs. Laurel was pinched in a Rus- 
sian cafe after a ruckus in which 
she allegedly insulted guests and de- 
manded that Hitler be imported to 
put a purge in Hollywood. 





Shields’ Film Break 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Arthur Shields, of the Abbey 
Players, now in London, gets a fea- 
tured role in 20th-Fox’s ‘Drums 
Along the Mohawk.’ } 
He appeared previously in ‘Plough | 
and the Stars.’ 








Chis Dual-or-Not Debate, an Annual 
Quandary, Up Again; Twins Look In 


Chicago, May 15. 

As the new selling season gets un- 
der way here, indications are that 
duals will continue as the general 
exhibition policy in this territory for 
at least another year. While many 
exhibitors and some of the top dis- 
tributors are talking of a return to 
single features, the bulk of the in- 
dustry senses that such a step is un- 
likely and the general selling sea- 
son is proceeding on the basis of 
twin bills. 

However, for the first time in sev- 
eral seasons the topline distributors 
are interested in single billing, par- 
ticularly those exchanges which are 
sc}ling a reduced number of pictures 
oa the 1939-1940 setup and those 
which have a strong shorts lineup. 
The smaller distributors and the in- 
dies still. see in doubles their real 
coin-making possibilities and are 
bucking every effort for a return to 
singles around here. 

Business has slumped _ sharply 
again in the past three weeks, €s- 
pecially with the start of the warm 
weather. This has stirred up re- 
newed talk of the possibilities of @ 
revised exhibition policy around 
town. But the major circuit, Bala- 
ban & Katz, evidences no desire to 
switch from the present double- 


| billing policy, and the rest of the 


exhibitors are convinced that doubles 
are here for another year anyway. 


MG Tuning Eddy Pic 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Metro started four weeks of pre- 
liminary recording yesterday (Mon- 
day) for ‘Balalaika,’ starring Nelson 
Eddy. Piece carries 13 song num- 








' bers. 


Anatol Frikin’s Russian Cossack 
Choir is doing part of the recording. 
Reinhold Schunzel directs the pic- 


| ture. 


“Ma 
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Bway Still Groggy But ‘Union 
Pacific Steams to Big $44,500: 
‘Angels’ Good 806, ‘Chips’ Looks OK 


The tone of business on Broadway | Opens here today 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Chi Gets a Weather Break, Biz Ups; | 
Crosby Fine $18,500, ‘Hardys’ Good 
$15,000, ‘U.P. Off to $21,000 on 2d Wk. 


Chicago, May 16. | (UA) (3d week). Fair $1,500, ending 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 18 


Asteor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (16). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Capitol—‘It’s a Wonderful 
Night’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion—‘San Francisco’ (M- 
G) (Reissue). 
Globe—‘Blind Alley’ 


Chips’ 











(Col) (Wed.) a day 








Weather cooled off somewhat on 
the new week and, as result, wickets 


at the loop theatres whirled more | 


encouraging than they had in several 
sessions. Several holdovers through- 
out the list, with best results from 
‘Dark Victory’, at the Roosevelt 
winding up an 18-day stay in the 
loop. ‘Lucky Night’ shifted from 
the United Artists to the Garrick, 
but nothing much is expected of this 
flicker following a poor showing at 
the UA. : 

Of the new entries the ripest re- 
sults are coming in from ‘East Side 
of Heaven’ which will go two weeks 
at the Palace and ‘Hardys Ride High’ 
which came into the United Artists 
on Saturday (13). ‘Heaven’ is getting 
a strong evening play as its best coin 
period, while the ‘Hardys’ are pull- 
ing ’em during the matinees. 

Rest of the loop is just so-so, with 
little excitement at the two low- 
priced vaudfilm houses. State-Lake 
and Orientnal are even with the 
double features bargain in the 
latter house. Apollo is going along 
currently with a poorly rated flicker, 
‘Society Lawyer,’ as a fill-in pic 
until something better comes along. 

Garrick switched pictures in sud- 
denly in midweek, pulling out ‘King 
of Turf’ and substituting ‘Women in 
the Wind’ which, however, was 
pulled on Saturday (13) for ‘Lucky 
Night.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
-~—‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), Not much 
in the offing and will be a filler 
gross at weak $4,500. Last week 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) managed neat 
$4,800 for third session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage show 
(2d week). Taking slide to disap- 
pointing $21,000 currently after very 
satisfying $39,000 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). In here from 
a sad week in the UA, but not going 
anywhere at $4,000. Last week 
‘Women in Wind’ (WB), which re- 
placed ‘King of Turf’ (UA) in mid- 
week, lasted only four days at poor 


2,000. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40-55) 

‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) and ‘Risky 

usiness’ (U) and vaude. So-so ses- 
sion in the offing currently at $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Culver’ (U) and 
Mr. Wong’ (Mono) took about the 
same at $13,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
~—— ‘East Side’ (U) and vaude. Strong 
evening trade building the Crosby 
flicker to fine $18,500 for the initial 
session of a fortnight engagement. 
Last week ‘Smart Girls’ (U) finished 
a two-weeker to oke $14,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Victory’ (WB). Finishing up an 
18-day stay to good $7,500 for final 
wee after taking fine $11,100 last 


week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40- 
55)—‘Never Say’ (Par) and vaude. 
Holding to $12,000, fairish, currently. 
Last week ‘Let Live’ (Col) turned in 
$12,000 as house holds to same gen- 


’ eral gross pace. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-65-75) — ‘Hardys Ride High’ 
(M-G). Series continues to be a win- 
ner at the gate and current release 
indicates good $15,000 for opener. 
Last week ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) 
wilted after okey start. and wound 
up with disappointing $10,100. 


‘Angels’ Potent $10,000, 
‘Long Shot’ 4G, Seattle 


Seattle, May 16. 

Reopening of Liberty theatre, Jen- 
sen-von Herberg ace house, after 
seven weeks closedown to permit 
$80,000 worth of ‘face lifting’ in the 
interim, is the big news of the week. 
House started a run Friday (12) 
— ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ 

0. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Hardys’ Ride High’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kid from Texas’ (M-G) 
(dual) (3d week). Okay $1,900, end- 
ing run. Last week, same films, 
$2,900, excellent. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) — ‘Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G) and ‘Four Girls in White’ 
(M-G) (dual) (2d run). Indicated 
moderate $1,700 for five days. Last 
week, Beachcomber’ (Par) and ‘Made 
for Each Other (UA), nine days, 
immense $5,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
Breen) (2,349; 32-37-42)—‘Washing- 
ton Square’ (20th) and ‘Pardon Our 
Nerve’ (20th) (dual). Average $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway Serenade’ 
(M-G) and ‘Within The Law’ (M-G) 
dual, moderate $5,200. 

Liberty (J-VH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Only Angels Have Wings (Col) solo. 
House dark 7 weeks, headed for im- 
mense $10,000. 

Musie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Wuthering Heights’ 








run. Last week, same film, $2,700, 


| good. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
and ‘Risky Business’ (U). Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Blackwell’s’ 
(WB) and ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) 
beautifully lifted after four brutal 
days, $2,000. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—‘Long Shot’ (G-N) and ‘I 
Was A Convict’ (Rep) dual, plus 
stage show. Strong $4,000. Last week 
‘One Third of a Nation’ (Par) plus 
stageshow, poor $3,200. 

Parameunt (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42) — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) solo (2d week). Okay $4,500. 
a week, same film, immense $11,- 
00. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Can’t Cheat Honest Man’ (U) and 
‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO) (dual) 
(2d run). Slow $1,700. Last week, 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Blondie 
Meets Boss’ (Col) dual, $1,700, tepid. 

Uptown (Sterling) (800; 27-42)— 
‘Tempest’ (Tri-Nat) (2d week). Looks 
like fair $500. Last week, same film, 
$800, good. 


‘NAZI SPY, 2246, 
BIG IN $0-S0 
BOSTON 


Boston, May 16. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ is turn- 
ing in the top coin this week, with 
the rest of the town tallying med- 
ium biz. Summer weather dented 
grosses noticeably over the weekend. 

Estimates For This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Call of Wild’ (Mono) (3d run) and 
‘Lone Wolf Spy’ (Col) (ist run), 
dual, plus vaude. Aiming at pale 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Society Smug- 
glers’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Boy Slaves’ 
(RKO) (list run), dual, with vaude, 
for three days; and ‘Wife, Husband’ 
(20th) and ‘Saint Strikes Back’ 
(RKO) (both 2d run), double, for 
four days, okay $7,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par), Okay $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Hotel Imperial’ ar) 
and ‘On Trial’ (WB), tepid $4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) (2d week. Garnering 
around $12,500, okay. Last week 
dandy $20,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB). Spiffy on the draw, 
heading for big $22,500. Last week, 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and ‘Winner 
All’ (20th), good $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G). Okay 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Ice Follies’ 
(M-G) and ‘Madden’ (M-G), double, 


$15,000 
(1,797; 25-35- 








Paramount (M&P) 
40-55)—‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par). Dandy $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) 
and ‘On Trial’ (WB) n. g. $6,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep) (ist run). 
Looks strong, around $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run) 
ne ‘Wong’ (Par) (1st run), $6,400, 
air. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Broad- 
way Serenade’ (M-G). Adequate 
12,500. Last week, ‘Ice Follies’ 
(M-G) and ‘Madden’, $11,200. 


B’KLYN LOOKING UP 


Bette Oke $22,000, ‘Conquest’ $19,- 
000, ‘Hardys’ $17,000 


Brooklyn, May 16. 

Lofty film fare in downtown sector 
especially evident at Fabian Para- 
mount showing ‘Dark Victory’ and 
RKO Albee with ‘Alexander Graham 
Bell’, both houses doing well. Loew’s 
Metropolitan also doing strongly 
with ‘Hardy’s Ride High.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Alexan- 
der Bell’ (20th) and ‘Ex Champ’ (UV). 
Okay $16,000. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO) 
drew good $16,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Conquest’ 
(Rep) and ‘On Trial’ (WB). Strong 
$19.000. Last week, ‘Lady Kentucky’ 
(Par) and ‘Blondie’ (Col) fair $15,- 
000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Hardys 














(20). 

Hollywood — ‘Juarez’ 
(4th wk.). 
Music 

(UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 10) 
Paramount — ‘Union Pacific’ 

(Par) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli — ‘Wuthering Heights’ 

(UA) (6th wk). 

Roxy—‘Rose of Washington 

Square’ (20th) (3d wk.). 
Strand—‘Kid from Kokomo’ 

(WB) (19). 


Week of May 25 


Aster—‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Capitol — ‘It’s A Wonderful 
Night’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 

Globe—The Challenge’ (Film 
Alliance) (27). 

Hollywood — ‘Juarez’ 
(5th wk.). 

Paramount — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (3d wk.). 

Rivoli — ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) (7th wk.). 

Strand—‘Kid From 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


(WB) 


Hali—‘Captain Fury’ 


Chips’ 


(WB) 


Kokomo’ 








Ride High’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G). Nifty $17,000. Last week, 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
‘Code Streets’ (Mono), good $16,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Runs for 
Mayor’ (WB). Fine $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Dodge City (WB) and ‘Son 
Criminal’ (Col) (2d week) profitable 
$18,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-50)—‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par) and ‘First Offen- 
ders’ (Col). Sleepy $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Romance Redwoods’ (Col) 
and ‘Undercover Agent’ (Mono), 
dull $4,500. 


Powell- Kildare 
Nifty 226, Cleve.; 
Goodman $14,000 


Cleveland, May 16. 

Trainmen’s convention here for six 
weeks is offsetting exodus of natives 
to weekend cottages this week by 
keeping all grosses from falling be- 
low average mark. All paths seemed 
to lead this stanza to door of State, 
where Eleanor Powell’s rsonal is 
spurting ‘Calling Dr, Kildare’. 

Benny Goodman plus ‘Sorority 
House’ at the Palace is going slowly 
and ‘Dark Victory’ earning h. o. -at 


Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Family Next Door’ (U) and 
‘Let Us Live’ (Col). Doing well at 
$2,400 in six days. Last week, ‘Night 
Riders’ (Rep) and ‘East Side Hea- 
ven’ (U) on similar run okay at 
$2,200. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Can’t Get Away With Murder’ 
(WB). Just ordinary for this 
thriller-spot, $2,500. Last week, 
‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up’ (U) on 
a moveover from Hipp was excellent 


$3,500. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘Made For Each Other’ (UA) 
Shifting into second-run temporar- 
ily, and highly justifiable with $3,400 
in sight. Last Week, ‘Jane Arden’ 
(WB) and ‘Saint Back’ (RKO) was 
dragged out for a full chapter but 
first-runners caught only $2,650. 

~ (Warner) (3.700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d week). 
Smart $8,000, much better compara- 
tively than initial one which sagged 
to $13,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO) and Benny 
Goodman’s orchestra on stage. Light 
opening and thin night trade; second 
visit for swingsters this year and 
kids are only ones who go for jitter- 
bug stuff; $14,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Blondie’ (Col) with ‘Mikado in 
Swing’ on stage also took unforeseen 
spill, $11,500, paining. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) with 
Eleanor Powell in vaude show. Lot 
of zing packed in this combo; $22,000, 
excellent. Last week, ‘Union Paci- 
fic’ (Par) stayed in second gear, $14,- 
000, shade below par. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—Union Pacific’ (Par) pushed 
over for holdover that’s building 
nicely, $5,500, fine. Last week “Wuth- 
ering Heights’ (UA) on another h. o. 
okay $3,500. 











is up a little this week as result of 
a rainy Saturday (13) and cooler 
weather since then, but some of the 
houses are still in the dumps, while 
worthy shows are failing to get what 
they deserve. 

List is headed by ‘Union Pacific’ 
and Richard Himber at the Para- 
mount, which, at $44,500, on the first 
seven days ending last night (Tues.) 
is very satisfactory. Normally the 
house would be doing much more. 

‘Only Angels Have Wings’ is push- 
ing the Music Hall into a far more 
respectable figure this week, also, in- 
dications pointing to about $80,000. 
This is quite all right and compares 
with $58,000 last week with ‘This 
Side of Heaven,’ which got good no- 
tices. With a better week-end break 
in its favor, ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ is also comparatively better 
at the Roxy this week on its hold- 
over at a possible $38,000. It goes 
a third. 

‘Nazi.Spy,’ on its third (final) week 
at the Strand and a picture that 
even withstood last week’s onslaught 
admirably, is still standing the strain 
well, looking about $23,000 currently. 
Last week it finished the second 
round at $27,000, the drop on the 
third thus being slight. 

The Capitol and State are both 
poor again. Former got only $12,000 
last week with ‘Lucky Night’ and 
this week will be even less than that, 
it appears, with ‘Calling Dr. Kildare.’ 
State has ‘Midnight’ on second-run 
and Ethel Shutta, but unlikely to 
get over $12,000, bad, as against $10,- 
000 a week back with ‘Let Freedom 
Ring’ and Ben Bernie. 

‘Wuthering Heights’ is now in its 
fifth week at the Rivoli and giving a 
good account of itself in view of con- 
ditions. The clockin« looks like it 
will be about $17,000, as against $18,- 
000 last week (4th), another that 
holds well. 

Off with the rest of the street is 
‘Juarez,’ now in its third roadshow 
week at the Hollywood. The six 
days on the current (3d) stanza, end- 
ing Monday night (15) was $12,000, 
while the second complete week was 
$18,000. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ is the new 
tenant at the Astor on a pop run, 
following 234% weeks of ‘Pygmalion,’ 
a terrific money-maker. ‘Chips’ 
started its regular run yesterday 
morning (Tues.) following a charity 
premiere Monday evening (15). It is 
another English-made, which has 
been given considerable of an ad- 
vance — by Metro. Started 
off very briskly at the b. 0. yester- 
day (Tues.). 

‘Zenobia,’ at the Glove, 
about $4,700; ‘Hotel Imperial,’ at a 
probable $5,800 for the Criterion and 
a mildish $5,500 at the Rialto for 
‘Lost Squadron’ (reissue) on week 
of Monday night (15) are cecondary 
weakies. 

Against Broadway opposition, a 
French-made, ‘Double Crime in the 
Maginot Line,’ is doing remarkabl 
well at the small-seater 55th St. It 
got $2,200 last week, its first, against 
a stench-bombing which caused many 
refunds, the heat, Fair inroads, etc. 
Indications are that this figure will 
be beaten this week (2d). Notices 
were generally good ont one. 

Estimates for This We 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65 )—‘Good- 
bye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G). Given a 
charity preem here Monday night 
(15) and started regular run yester- 
day morning (Tues.). Final four days 
of ‘Pygmalion on 24th week was 
$3,500. The prior full week (23d) 
was nearly $6,000, o. k. ‘Pyg’ has 
been a fine profit-maker on its long 
run here. 

Capitel (4,520; 25-35-55-85 $1.25)— 
‘Kildare’ (M-G). Under $12,000 the 
sorry answer. Last week $12,000 was 
all that ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) got, 
very poor. ‘It’s A Wonderful World’ 
(M-G) opens tomorrow (Thurs). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Hotel 
Imperial’ (Par). Away slowly and 
probably not over $5,800, pretty mild. 
Last week ‘Big Town Czar’ (U) was 
aided by a preview for a pull to 
around $5,000 but still poor. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-66)—‘Zenobia’ 
(UA). Turnstiles are moving slowly 
here this week, about ¢£.,700. Last 
week ‘King of Turf’ (UA) suffered 
from heat, Fair, ete. getting only 
$4,800. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2,20)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d week). 
Slowing up, six days on current (3d) 
week being $12,000. Last week (2d) 
was $18,000. A good advance sale, 
ahead of opening of the picture and 
during the first week of its run, has 
been helping. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)-—‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sorority 
House’ (RKO) (ist run), dualed 


doing 





ahead of schedule. Six days for 
‘Bell’: (20th) and ‘Ex-Champ (U) 
(1st run), doubled, didn’t do well at 
only $7,500. In ahead, ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ (U) and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), 
both 2d run, doubled, got $9,000. 

.Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Union Pacific’ (Par)*and Richard 
Himber band (2d week). Inaugurates 
holdover today (Wed.) after first 
seven days’ $44,500, very nice in view 
of present conditions. Himber is 
doubling from the Paradise nitery. 
Last week, second for ‘Lady’s From 
Kentucky’ (Par) and Henry Busse, 
Shirley Ross, Lanny Ross, others, 
$25,000, a little profit against plenty 
of adversity. 

Radie City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Only Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col). Battling through, after 
good weekend business, to a prob- 
able $80,000, pretty good and far 
from any complaint in view of 
things. Last week ‘East Side of Hea- 
ven’ (U) got stymied by warm 
weather and other b. o, deterrents, 
only $58,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Jesse 
James’ (20th) released only a few 
months ago, was brought in here 
yesterday morning (Tues.) in a new 
kind of experiment by Arthur Mayer, 
Picture played the Roxy and the 
RKO circuit, plus independents, in 
New York. ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) 
(reissue) closed a week Monday 
night at $5,500, mild. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) (5th week). Still 
exhibiting good strength against odds 
and this week (5th) will be about 
$17,000, compared with $18,000 last 
week (4th). Gets two more stanzas, 
with ‘Mikado’ (U) to follow. 

Roxy (5,836;' 25-40-55-75)—"Wash- 
ington Square’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d week). Getting break on wea- 
ther, including on weekend, with 
Saturday (13) strong and may push 
to $38,000, with a third week to go 
starting Friday (19). Picture was 
heavily advertised and ably exploit- 
ed, including the Ky. Derby broad- 
cast. First week through the heat, 
etc. reported at $48,000, a dandy 
figure in face of everything. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Midnight’ 
(Par) (2d run) and Ethel Shutta. 
Well-milked ‘Midnight’, which had 
three weeks Ist run at the Para- 
mount, helping to hold down take to 
around $12,000, sad. Last week only 
$10,000 was the answer on laid-low 
Broadway with ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Ben Bernie. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and Fred Waring 
(3d-final week). Fine stamina dis- 
played by this show on the current 
(3d) windup week of run around 
$23,000, compared with $27,000 last 
week (2d) and $43,000 the initial 
seven days. ‘Kid from Kokomo’ 
‘ = and Sammy Kaye open Friday 


NAGS BLOW, PROV. UP; 
‘LUCKY NIGHT’ OK 1126 


Providence, May 16. 














Theatres’ prospects brightened 
with close of Narragansett’s sprin 
race meet Saturday (13) and sligh 
drop in temperature. 

Albee yanked ‘Awful Truth’ after 
two days, Saha day) be ‘White 
Woman’ revival for five-day run. 
It’s opening with ‘The Mikado’ Wed- 
nesday (17) evening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘White Woman’ (Par) (revival) and 
‘Made Spy’ (RKO). Paced for so-so 
$3,000 in five days. ‘Awful Truth’ 
(RKO) yanked after second day 
with very r $500. Last wee 
‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Sorority Ho 
(RKO), poor $4,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dark Viétory’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB) (2nd run). 
Stepping along to nice $4,800. Last 
week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Fighting 
Thoroughbreds’ (Rep) (2nd _ run), 
fairish $4,000. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and vaude. End 
of track meet helping this house in 
particular. Okay $7,000. Last week, 
num Streets’ (U) and vaude, fairish 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Sweepstakes Win- 
ner’ (WB). Paced for hefty $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB), the same. 


State (Loew) (3,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Outside 
Walls’ (Col). Slight falling off also 
felt here, though still good for nice 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), 
okay $11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk). Pull- 
ing strong $4,000 after grand $9,000 
in first week. 
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Prez Takes Time 
To Visit ‘U.P.’ Train, 
Congress Sees Film 


Washington, May 16. 


Official Washington took keen 
interest in the touring railroad dis- 
play which is steaming up business 
for Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), and the brief stop-over here 
demanded important publicity line- 
age in newspapers. President Roose- 
velt, after an invitation from Carl R. 
Gray, retired president of the rail- 
road, visited the train. 


Filming was given in the Senate 
caucus room with Senator Edward 
R. Burke (Neb.), as host. Comments 
were most favorable and were fol- 
lowed by attendance of many per- 
sons in official life at Warner’s Earle 
Theatre, where the picture is set for 
an engagement. William H. Pine, as- 
sociate producer of the picture, pre- 
sented to Vice-President Garner a 
gavel turned from California orange 
wood. 

Film players in the party visited 
various government department 
headquarters. J. Edgar Hoover enter- 
tained them at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. ‘UP’ train pointed 
west from here on return trip to 
Coast. 


BUILDING GOOD WILL 
FOR HEIFETZ FILM 


Goodwill tour of the U. S. to build 
publicity for Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘Music School,’ Jascha Heifetz pro- 


duction, got under way on Monday 
(15). United Artists sales promotion 
department is covering Western half 
of the country with Art Catlin, one 
of its representatives, who left 
Hollywood on Monday, while Evelyn 
Gerstein got under way simultane- 
ously from N. Y. for the Eastern 
states, 


Both representatives are taking 
with them complete folios of stills 
from the picture; publicity and radio 
campaigns and will contact musical 
organizations, club women, civic 
groups and others tied in with spon- 
sorship of music, 


Entire campaign is being steered 
away from usual straight picture 
publicity channels in endeavor to 
arouse audience interest through 
cultural mediums. Tour and cam- 
paign will gradually work up to the 
New York premiere at the Rivoli, 
as yet undated. Opening will prob- 
ably be around June 15. 


Pittsburgh Gives ‘U. P.’ 
Big Publicity Break 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 

Because touring ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) crowd had its few hours in 
Pittsburgh sewed up with personal 
appearances, reception and radio 
broadcasts, Charlie Kurtzman and 
Joe Feldman cooked up a nice stunt 
to grab off more newspaper space 
than they might otherwise have got- 
ten. They had to go to prexy of 
PRR to get train to make an un- 
scheduled stop at Greensburg, Pa., 
30 miles away then loaded flock of 
reporters, columnists and photogra- 
phers on to a special and took the 
gang up there to board the train. 


On hour and a half ride back, 
players were all interviewed, pic- 
tures were made and next day 
town’s three newspapers were prac- 
tically ‘Union Pacific’ — conscious, 
what with breaks in news, theatri- 
cal, fashion and women’s sections. 


Gang made a p.a. at Penn theatre, 
where ‘Union Pacific’ is current. 
Glenda Farrell teft train here to re- 
port at Olney, Md., to open Steve 
Cochran’s summer stock season in 
‘Stage Door,’ with Evelyn Venable 
going back to Coast on account of ill- 
ness and George Raft and Lynne 
Overman returning to New York 
day before special reached Pitts- 
burgh. On board here, and, with 
exception of Miss Farrell, contin- 
uing tour, which winds up this week 
in Kansas City, were Warren Wil- 
liam, Robert Preston, William 
Henry, Marsha Hunt, Patricia Mori- 
son, Sheila Darcy, Luana Walters, 
Anthony Quinn, Brian Donlevy and 
Bill Pine. 

















By John C. Flinn 








Cecil B. DeMille long has been associated by the 
film-going public with spectacle-drama, a reputation 
well earned by a commanding list of silent and sound 
pictures which he has produced on the grand scale. In 
the spectacular class are ‘Joan, the Woman,’ ‘The Wo- 
man God Forgot,’ ‘The Whispering Chorus,’ ‘10 Com- 
mandments,’ ‘Volga Boatman,’ ‘King of Kings,’ ‘Sign of 
the Cross,’ ‘Cleopatra,’ ‘The Crusades’ and ‘The Plains- 
man.’ Latest, of course, is ‘Union Pacific,’ currently 
playing after a publicity build-up of a size comparable 
to the production itself. 


With these and some other supers sprinkled through 
a catalog of 67 pictures which he has produced and di- 
rected since 1915, it is natural that the DeMille name, 
when flashed on a theatre marquee, should be regarded 
as a synonym for bigness. But it is also a fact that the 
foundation of his unique prestige sets firmly on an 
early group of intimate domestic comedies, 


When DeMille, Jesse L. Lasky and Samue] Goldwyn 
in 1915 organized the Jesse L. Lasky Feature Play Co., 
and began producing in Hollywood at the corner of 
Sunset and Vine, where the new streamlined plant of 
NBC now stands, DeMille was director-general of the 
company, a title he retained for many years. Films of 
five and six reels were a rarity in the state right’s 
market at that time, although Famous Players in New 
York and several independent companies (D. W. Grif- 
fith’s ‘Birth of a Nation’ was made in 1913) were pro- 
ducing multiples, even before DeMille started ‘The 
Squaw Man.’ 

Once under way, DeMille worked swiftly, not only 
on his own films, but as supervisor of an entire pro- 
gram, which at the end of two years was geared to turn 
out 36 films a season. His individual output the first 
year included two ‘Chimmie Fadden’ comedy features, 
starring Victor Moore, and a pair of twin features, 
both of which reached wide popularity. They were 
twins only in the sense that he directed them concur- 
rently. 

At an executive discussion with other directors on 
the Lasky lot, the comment was made that the com- 
pany was requiring too speedy shooting schedules. 


DeMille’s answer was the immediate direction of two 
films, ‘The Cheat,’ starring Fanny Ward, which he pro- 
duced in the daytime, and ‘The Golden Chance,’ with 
Wallace Reid and Cleo Ridgeley, which was photo- 
graphed at night under Cooper-Hewitts. Both were 
original stories, tensely dramatic. Both were finished 


in 12 days. 
EVER THE SHOWMAN 


Organizer, director, scenarist and producer, DeMille 
above all other talents was a showman. He was a 
believer then, as now, in building the boxoffice value 
of his name. His own films then, as now, were billed 
with ‘Cecil B. DeMille’ in type equal in size to the 
display of star and title. The public was prepared, 
therefore, for his series of intimate comedies, of which 
‘Old Wives For New’ was the first, in 1918. 

‘Don’t Change Your Husband,’ starring Gloria Swan- 
son and Thomas Meighan, was made in 1918, and played 
extended engagements in nearly every key city. Then 
followed ‘Male and Female,’ with the same stars, and 
‘Why Change Your Wife,’ which played three months 
at the Criterion (N.Y.), sensational at the time. 

It was in this group that the ‘bathtub’ legend had its 
beginning. Released soon after the end of the World 
War, at a time when the country was aflame with de- 
sire for entertainment and in the period of widespread 
theatre building and expansion, these films reached 
high boxoffice and rental records. 

Glance through the long Ust of DeMille pictures and 
his versatility impresses. He has done tragedy; in fact, 
‘The Whispering Chorus’ was one of his finest pictures, 
but not a popular one. He has delved into religion 
and history, and has had a fling at scientific back- 
grounds, 

But over and above every attribute, DeMille has been 
the showman, a super-salesman of entertainment. He 
has yet to win an Academy award for direction, al- 
though he frequently has acted as master of ceremonies 
and handed the Oscars to others. No other personality 
in the history of films has held his boxoffice value for 
so many years. 





SKOURAS TIES HOUSES 
CLOSER TO SCHOOLS 


George Skouras has appointed Mrs. 
Charles Corey as director of public 
relations of the Skouras houses in 
the east. Her job is to relate theatres 
to schools and clubs as Ryllis Hem- 
ington, director of public relations of 
Fox West Coast, has been doing for 
the past five years. 

Mrs. Corey has already established 
community and school cooperation 
in a number of neighborhoods in the 
metropolitan area. Cooperation takes 
the form of notifying school children 
through announcements when and 
where pictures are playing, talks be- 
fore school motion picture clubs, 
talks to PTA and club groups, pro- 
viding display material for libraries 
and schools on pictures based on 
historical or literary sources. 

Hays office has been providing 
material and speakers for both Miss 
Hemington and Mrs. Corey. 

Many requests come fron: teachers, 
librarians and curators for research 
material. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was the 
first. Others have included ‘The 
Prince and the Pauper,’ ‘The Plains- 
man,’ ‘Maid of Salem,’ ‘Toast of New 
York,’ ‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ ‘Souls at 
Sea,’ ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
‘Tom Sawyer, ‘Wells Fargo,’ ‘The 
Buccaneer,’ ‘The Adventures of 
Robin Hood,’ ‘Drums,’ ‘If I Were 
King’ and ‘The Young in Heart.’ 


Blumberg’s Own News 
Reel Draws Business 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

A by no means new, but still effec- 
tive, stunt is being used with good 
success by Jack Blumberg to hypo 
grosses at his President theatre. He 
adds to his show each week a short 
tabbed ‘Neighborhood Newsreel.’ It 
consists of shots of parties, games, 
street scenes, business men’s meet- 
ings and such, in the vicinity of the 
theatre. 

Blumberg has a cameraman take 
the shots the previous week and 
they are quickly processed and ready 
for playing each Monday. 


Read Book, See the Film 


Albany, N. Y., May 16. 

Circulating library, with 50 copies 
of Emily Bronte’s novel lent to 
patrons for short periods as pre-run 
exploitation for ‘Wuthering Heights,’ 
was successfully used at WB's 
Strand. 

Andy Roy, theatre manager reports 
that there was a steady waiting list 
and that only a small minority was 

















delinquent in returning the books 
per the time limit. 





Age Limit Lowered for 
Mother’s Day Oakleys 


Indianapolis, May 16. 


Lyric Theatre again observed 
annual custom Sunday (14) of ad- 
mitting all mothers over 60 years of 
age free of charge. Mothers passed 
their names, date of birth, and num- 
ber of children in at box office in ex- 
change for admission tickets. Oldest 
mother was presented with bouquet 
from stage during stage show. 


Zaring Theatre, following the same 
idea, lowered the age limit to 50, 
giving the moms Annie Oakleys if 
the half century mark had been 
passed, 

If competition continues, with age 
limit being lowered, it may en- 
courage more child marriages in 
state. 








Liberty Gets New Start 


With Gala ‘Wings’ Preem 


Seattle, May 16. 

Mike Newman, division exploiteer 
for Columbia Pictures, was here past 
10 days to assist Le Roy Johnson, 
Jensen-von Herberg gen. mgr. with 
premiere of ‘Only Angels Have 
Wings,’ which opened Friday co- 
incidental with reopening of the 
Liberty. House was dark for nearly 
seven weeks for re-seating, re- 
decorating throughout, new carpets 
and modernistic new front, with 
‘island’ b.o. 

Three full page, two color ads 
were used in all local dailies for the 
premiere. Flash and bright lights 
with photogs and society out for 
opening night and streets nearby 
decorated with banners and pennants 
gave plenty of zip to premiere atmos- 
phere. Around $3,000 spent with the 
newspapers alone for opening blasts. 








Pipe Draws Curious 
To ‘Conquest’ Display 


Reading, Pa., May 16. 

Unusual publicity was obtained for 
‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) by Paul E. 
Glase, manager of the Embassy here. 
He exhibited in his fobby a valuable 
meerschaum pipe once owned by 
Gustav Behne, German artist, who 
was commissioned by Sam Houston, 
hero of the film, to paint a lifesize 
portrait of Houston for the state 
capito] in Austin, Texas, 

Pipe was given by Behne’s widow 
to Dr. L. W. Mengel, director of the 
Reading Public Museum, after the 











artist’s death in 1895, 





PHONE CALL TO PARIS, 
DARRIEUX SPEAKING 


Harrisburg, Pa., May 16. 

Selling foreign product here Is 
plenty tough, but Bob Sidman, man- 
ager of the Senate, dreamed up a 
new one to put ‘Mayerling’ over to 
good grosses, stealing the front page 
of one of Harrisburg’s two afternoon 
dailies for a paltry $15.75. That’s 
the price of a phone call to Paris 
for Paul Walker, Telegraph crick, 
to interview Danielle Darrieux. Set 
exclusively with the Telegraph, the 
stunt drew the front page and plenty 
of talk. 

Sidman tied up with WKBO to ex- 
ploit ‘The Saint Strikes Back,’ run- 
ning a ‘Hunt the Saint’ contest in 
connection with one of the studio’s 
sponsored newscasts, Had a joker 
walking the streets impersonating 
the Saint, leaving his card at res- 
taurants, hotels, cutting in on the 
radio program each night by remote 
control to tell where he’d been, 
whom he’d talked to. Person who 
identified the Saint won a season’s 
pass to the Senate. 

For ‘East Side of Heaven’ Sidman 
gathered crowds in front of the thea- 
tre by setting up an oscilloscope over 
the box-office broadcasting and re- 
producing the sound track of the 
entire bill inside, 


McManus Cashes in On 
Candid Camera Craze 


Kansas City, May 16. 

Starting a build-up for ‘Only An- 
gels Have Wings’ (Col) John Mc- 
Manus of the Midland found a 
highly cooperative group in the 
camera club ‘memberships. As one 
angle of his compaign McManus 
laid out a snapshot contest with 
wings as the subject or object of 
entry pictures. 

To his surprise what he had fig- 
ured would net some appropriate 
material for a lobby display turned 
out to exceed his expectations. Four 
city clubs poured entries into con- 
test and volunteered several avenues 
of publicity unknown to McManus. 
Where he asked for small snapshots 
manager received blow-ups, tints 
and special developing work of all 
kinds. Taken bit unawares on this 
one, McManus is placing camera ad- 
dicts in his file for early reference. 

Frank Ritter, manager of the 
Tower, also used the camera craze 
for some timely interest in his stage 
show currently by staging a contest 
for best candids of the Stroud Twins 











AMPA Sellout As 
Goldberg and Dietz 
Fire on Dr. List 


ad- 





Discussion of motion picture 
vertising, past and present, and the 
feasibility of applying to film ex- 
ploitation certain psychological 
formulae which are said to have 
been developed from radio research, 
proved to be hefty drawing attrac- 
tion to the week’s luncheon forum 
(11) of the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers at the Hotel Astor. 
Speakers were Dr. J. S. List, a radio 
news commentator and consulting 
psychologist for NBC, who was on 
for a return engagement; Harry 
Goldberg, advertising head of War- 
ners theatres, and Howard Dietz, di- 
rector of advertising and publicity 
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Meeting 
was a sell-out, 


Dr. List two weeks previous had 
irked some of the advertising men 
by stating that film advertising had 
not changed for the better in 25 
years, that the publicity boys were 
depending on inspiration instead of 
research as a basis for copy writing 
and that films could profit by obser- 
ving and following the modern mer- 
chandizing methods of commercial 
radio. Goldberg and Dietz volun- 
teered to reply to the accusations, 
and to prove it was all in good 
humor, Paul Lazarus, Jr., the new 
AMPA prez, invited Dr. List to ap- 
pear in rebuttal. 


‘Dr. List knows even less about 
our business than we do’ said Gold- 
berg. ‘He has made one point, that 
radio by using psychology has gone 
far ahead of us in marketing its 
product. Radio has a tailor made 
program. It can mend, reshape, cut 
and adapt from reactions received 
week to week. Motion picture ad- 
vertisers cannot do this when they 
have to handle one picture a week, 
Besides, radio is not affected by rain, 
cold and by other elements that 
definitely hurt motion pictures, 
Radio gives away what we persuade 
people to pay for. 

To the suggestion by Dr. List that 
advertising men would profit by a 
house to house canvas and survey 
which would reveal the habits and 
wishes of people, Dietz replied as 
follows: 

‘There is no point in finding out 
what the public wants unless we can 
give it to them. We must give the 
public something that it does not 
want in order to find out what it 
does. This kind of thing a survey 
would defy. A change in appetite 
is in direct proportion to what is 
happening in a world of change. The 
test of advertising cannot be meas- 
ured except in the success of the 
business. If radio charged admission 
and: the films were free, Dr, List 
would not be here discussing the 
question. 

‘We are victimized by the cliche. 
The cliche is the prevalent thing and 
it is difficult to divorce the cliche 
from the normal habits of life. Fur- 
themore, the limitations of language 
in copy are definite, Our problem 
is to see if we can keep the large 
audience that we have developed by 
giving it the same thing that we 
gave it when we were developing it. 
How much or how little can we de- 
part from this? Shall we do this 
situation over, or shall we have 
some new thing entirely? We have 
to be guarded because we are in 
business and we cannot stand the 
censure of a terrific mistake. 

‘The progress of the world was 
not made by scientific surveys, bit 
by men who in their very impracti- 
cability discovered scientific truths.’ 

In his summing up Dr, List dis- 
played samples of magazine adver- 
tising of 20 years ago and compared 
them with current advertising, mak- 
ing the point that in illustration and 
copy the appeal was similar. He 
said, ‘Human beings are not the 
same people they were 25 years ago. 
Then, when films were young, they 
represented flights from reality. To- 
day they are doing something very 
different. And we, as human beings, 
have been growing along with pic- 
tures. You, as advertising men, have 
been conditioning our minds. Today 
we refuse what we used to be will- 
ing to accept. You have fallen into 
certain forms that you have been re- 
peating 1000 times.’ 

AMPA holds final spring meeting 





in action on the stage. 


t morrow, then recesses until Sept. 
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Coal Strike Settlement Won't Aid 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY y 








Pitt for 23 Weeks; UP. Best, 9,00 








Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Although coal strike’s over, thea- 
tres hardly expect this to show in 
their returns for at least a couple 


of weeks since it’s figured that long 
will be required before returning 
miners get back on their feet again. 

Everything this week is going to 
‘Union Pacific’ at Penn. Big bally- 
hoo got it off to flying start and 
looks like flicker will do well enough 
to get a second session at Warner. 
Stanley’s return to stage shows after 
three weeks of straight pictures, with 
Hugh Herbert headlining and ‘Broad- 
way Serenade’ on screen, getting 
house nowhere at all and ‘Blind Al- 
ley,’ despite salvos from the critics 
and ads designed to impress cus- 
tomers that picture is a ‘sleeper,’ also 
dying at Alvin and comes out after 
six days. 

‘Hardys Ride High,’ on the move 
from Penn to Warner, doing fair, and 
‘Man of Conquest,’ which went from 
Alvin to Senator, is merely riding 
out the week there. Town’s only 
dual, ‘Zenobia’ and ‘Burn ’Em Up 
O’Connor,’ taking it square on the 
chin at Fulton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blind Alley’ (Col). Advance cam- 
paign hailed this one as a ‘sleeper’ 
and crix agreed, giving low-budget 
film adapted from four-year-old 
stage play a nice sendoff. Never got 
going, however, and the reviewers 
proved of no b.o. help. Comes out 
tonight (16) after six days to woe- 
ful $3,600 and makes way tomorrow 
for Ritz’ ‘Gorilla.’ Last week ‘Man 
of Conquest’ (Rep) a big disappoint- 
ment at $6,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘O’Connor’ 
(M-G). Twinner just filling out a 
week and getting nowhere at all. 
May climb to the $3,000 mark but 
even that’s doubtful in face of gen- 
eral conditions. Last week ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) likewise just along for 
the ride at $3,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). DeMille’s 
super-western lone bright spot in 
an otherwise depressing week. Great 
buildup helped, of course, with bally- 
hoo train coming in two days ahead 
of opening to make personal ap- 
pearance at theatre and also crack 
open all of town’s three newspapers 
for reams of free space. Result was 
big getaway and flicker has enough 
on its own to make good rest of dis- 
tance. Shouldn’t have any trouble 
beating $19,000, which means a h.o. at 
Warner. Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G) 
all right at $18,000, although short 
of grosses for last two Hardys. 

Senater (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—Conquest’ (Rep). Moved here af- 
ter week at Alvin and not much 
downtown strength left. About 
$1,500 in six days, bad. Last week 
‘Inside Story’ (20th) and ‘Lady and 
Mob’ (Col), in for four days only, 
brutal at around $850. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
Hugh Herbert in person. Back to 
combo policy after three weeks of 
straight pix and not much better 
than house has been doing with films 
only. Herbert exerting little pull 
and roundly4panned flicker won’t 
pull many in. All in all a weakie 
combo and will hardly better $14,- 
000, pretty dull. Last week ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) profitable but none-the- 
less disappointing at $12,800. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
*‘Hardys’ (M-G). Moved here after 
just making h.o. figure at Penn and 
will do better at least than house 
would have done with regulation 
twin-bill. Paced for something bet- 
ter than $5,500 and no kicks at that 
figure. Last week ‘Women in the 
Wind’ (WB) and ‘King of China- 
town’ (Par) awful at $3,000 in nine 
days. Had to hold for the two extra 
to await ‘Hardys’ windup at Penn. 


‘NAZI SPY’, $5,500, 
AVERAGE IN OKLA. C. 


Oklahoma City, May 16. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ is good 
for an average take at the Criterion, 
while ‘Man of Conquest,’ in second 
week at State, and ‘Union Pacific,’ 
moved to Plaza, are both good for 
Over-average grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (FN). Set for average 
$5,500. Local citizens not worked up. 
Last week ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), nice 


Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘With Murder’ (FN) and ‘Winner All’ 
(20th), split with ‘Flying Irishman’ 
(RKO) and ‘Inside Story’ (RKO). 
Average $2,500. Last week ‘Never 
Die’ (Par) and “Tom Sawyer’ (Par), 
split with ‘Saint Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO), heavy 
$3,100. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Castles’ (RKO). A bit under av- 
erage at $4,200. Last week ‘Broad- 
way Serenade’ (M-G), poor $2,000. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Moved from 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..........$1,375,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,369,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 theatres) 


Rose, at $10,000, 
Sweet in K. C.; 
Spy 1.0. Good 


Kansas City, May 16. 

Town is viewing only one new 
top release, ‘Rose of Washington 
Square,’ having come in couple of 
days early at Uptown and Esquire. 
Vaude returned to Tower, with 
Stroud Twins as magnets, and a 
series of stage shows are set to fol- 
low. 

H.o.s are the style in three houses 
and all are going strong. ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy,’ at Orpheum, 
goes into second stanza after a mild 
start which built quickly following 
rousing reviews in the dailies and 
some small controversy which netted 
timely publicity. 

Orpheum eloses its doors Thurs- 
day (18), winding up about 10 
months of operation as an RKO oute 
let. With the Mainstreet also dark, * 
it’s likely RKO product will revert 
to Fox-Midwest houses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Rose’ (20th). Opened Wednesday 
(10). Started good and looks to 
windup that way at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), light $5,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Fair $7,500 fol- 
lowing opening week’s big $13,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Riding for $6,500, good. Last 
week, $10,000, high flying. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d wk). Holds 
over to steady trade after mild open- 
ing, which was improved by timely 
publicity. Currently $5,500, nice; 
opening week satisfactory at $8,000. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Redwoods’ (Rep) with stage 
bill headed by Stroud Twins. Most 
of draw credited to flesh here and 
take would be materially improved 
by some strength from a _ piciure; 
$6,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Conquest’ 
(Rep), in second week, slow $4,000. 


Preakness Hits Balto; 
‘UP’ $15,000 Sets Pace 


Baltimore, May 16. 

The Preakness weekend and rainy, 
frigid weather hit local biz. How- 
ever, there’s strong reaction to 
‘Union Pacific’ at the Stanley and 
some fair interest in ‘East Side Hea- 
ven’ at Keith’s. Hipp’s combo of 
‘Society Lawyer’ and personal of 
Tony Martin is spotty. Rest of 
downtowners listing holdovers and 
just getting by. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)-—‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d week). 
First holdover here in many moons 
and hitting fairly steady pace to 
a $7,000. Last week nice $11,- 


(2,205; 

















Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Society Lawyer’ 
(M-G) plus vaude. Getting spotty 
reaction, fairish $11,000. Last week, 
‘King Turf’ (UA) and Joan Davis 
p. a. fell down at $9,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘East Side Heaven’ (Col) 
(2d week). After nice opening ses- 
sion doing $9,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Washington Square’ (20th) (2d 
week). Holding okay page to $5,000 
after very satisfying initial seven 
days of $8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Biggest 
thing in town, booming $15,000 in- 
dicated after turnaway opening. Last 
week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) com- 
leted 18-day run with socko $29,- 
00 for the total. 





Criterion, $2,200, good. Last week 
‘Love Affair’ (RKO), nice $2.100. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 25-40)—‘Con- 
quest’ (Rep) (2d wk.). Good $3,500. 
Last week nice $4,500. 
Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Bell’ (20th). Very good $3,000. Last 





week ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), fair 
$2,100. 


H.0.’s Clog Portland, Ore.; 
‘Zenobia’-Personals 6G | 


Portland, Ore., May 16. 
Personal appearance of Oliver 
Hardy, Harry Langdon and Shirley 
Deane, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
(12-14) at Parker’s Broadway, with 


pic ‘Zenobia’ gave house a heavy 
stanza in spite of warm weather. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40) — ‘Zenobia’ (UA) and ‘Black- 
well’s Island’ (WB) with personal 
appearance for three days of Oliver 
Hardy, Harry Langdon and Shirley 
Deane. Biz-getter at $6,000 and may 
hold. Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ 
(WB) and ‘My Wife’s Relatives’ 
(Rep), strong second week at $4,800, 
after big $7,300. 

Mayfair (Parker- Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40 )—‘Hardys Ride High’ 
(M-G) and ‘Society Lawyer’ 
(3d week). Okay $2,000. 
week $2,700 after $4,800 opener. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40) — ‘Lady from Ken- 


tucky’ (Par) and ‘Never Say Die’ 
(Par). Average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Blondie Meets 


Boss’ (Col) closed for good enough 
$4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (3d week). Good $4,500 after 
second week of $4,800 and $8,000 


initialer. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25) — 
‘Stand Up and Fight’ (M-G) and 
‘Duke of West Point’ (UA) duo of 
reruns. Average $1,800. Last week, 
‘Paris Honeymoon’ (Par) and ‘Ad- 
ventures of Chico’ (Mono), closed 
around $1,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,00 30- 
35-40)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and 
‘Kid from Texas’ (M-G) second 
week held up strong, $4,500. First 
week was a socko $5,500. 


WEST- TONIGHT 
COLD $16,000 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 16. 








is the b.o. topper currently, slightly 
ahead of ‘Union Pacific’ at the Pal- 
ace. Both are bulging total gross 


above last week, although other 
main-stem stands are below par. 
Warm weather, home games by the 
Reds and a two-day visit by the Cole 
Bros. Circus were traffic detours in 
first half. 

Indie operators opened the Taft 
auditorium this week for a personal 
by Mae West, heading her ‘Holly- 
wood Revue’ and linked with the 
‘Tonight Or Never’ pic, but biz is 
below expectations. 

Revival screen fare is no dice for 
Cincy at this time. Keith’s is doing 
a brodie this week on ‘San Francisco’ 
and last week the Capitol flirted 
with a low record on ‘Mutiny on 
Bounty.’ 

Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Hardys’ (M-G). a * $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Wuthering eights’ (UA), 
good $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA). Move- 
over from Albee for second week. 
Fair $3,700. Last week, ‘Mutiny 
Bounty’ (M-G) (revival), poor $2,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
‘First Offenders’ (Col) and ‘Blue 
Montana Skies’ (Par), 
‘Moto’ (20th) and ‘Jane Arden’ 
(WB). Below par $1,900. Last week, 
‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO) and ‘Under- 
cover Agent’ (Mono), split with 
‘Saint Back’ (RKO) and ‘Star Re- 
porter’ (Mono), slow $1,800. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (3d run). 
N.s.h. $2,100. Last week, ‘East Side 
Heaven’ (U) (3d run), okay $3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘San Francisco’ (M-G) (revival). 
Brutal $2,100, Last week, ‘With Mur- 
der’ (WB), sad $2,900. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)— 
‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA). Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Never Die’ (Par), 


fair $3,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Swell $14,000. 
Did turnaway biz Thursday (11) 
night, when special train’s troupe 
made stage appearance. Last week, 
appointing $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42 )—‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk). Light 
$3,000 after swell $6,000 on first 
seven days. 

Taft (Ind) (2,500; 40-65)—‘Tonight 
or Wever’ (Par) and Mae West and 
her ‘Hollywood Revue. Around 
$16,000, below expectations. 


Grind on Oil Pic 


Hollywood, May 16. 





‘Bright Victory’ went before the 
cameras at Universal yesterday | 
(Mon.) with Jackie Cooper and) 


Freddie Bartholomew sharing leads 
and Joseph Santley directing. 
Picture deals with Texas oil fields. 





(M-G | 
Second | 


‘Hardys Ride High’ at the Albee | okay $2,500. 


split with| 


‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), eight days, dis- | 





‘Hardys’ Clips Off Neat $23,000 In 
Brisk L.A.; Bing’s ‘East Side’ 226, 


Spy $15,000, U. 


P. 136 Strong 1.0. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week............ $265,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Weex 





(Based on 11 theatres) 


Race Fever Hits 
Indpls.; ‘Hardys., 
U.P’ Big in 2d 


Indianapolis, May 16. 
May weather and preparations for 
the 500-mile race to be held here 
May 30 are responsible for lagging 
business in the downtown sector. 








| 











Matinees are suffering because of the 
sunshine outdoors, while weekends 
are hurt due to the railbirds who 
trek to the 
drivers test their gasoline mounts. 

Apollo, having limped along for 
28 weeks on B films and holdovers, 
is in the money again with ‘Bell,’ 
while the Circle and Loew’s are both 
riding nicely on holdovers of ‘Union 
Pacific,’ and ‘Hardys Ride High,’ re- 
spectively. Lyric, with no flesh 
competition, is well in the black with 
Gray Gordon’s orch on stage and 
‘Can’t Get Away with Murder’ on 
screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ (20th). 
Best gross in seven months at very 
nice $6,000. Last week ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB), held over for second 
week from now-shuttered Indiana, 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Holding up well at $6,200. Last week, 
same pic, big $8,900. 

Leew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). Still to the good at 
$6,000, with credit given entirely to 
Hardy pic. Last week good $10,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Murder’ (WB) and Gray Gordon's 
orch. On the profit side with fair 
$9,300. Last week Wayne King’s 
orch on stage and ‘Chasing Danger’ 
(20th), nice $12,300. 


OMAHA QUIETS DOWN; 





‘HARDYS’ NICE $8,500) **c 


Omaha, May 16. 

Biz plunked back down to bed- 
rock after soaring in the air for a 
couple of weeks due to general 
Golden Spike publicity and interest 
in ‘Union Pacific’ preem. 

‘Cafe Society’ and ‘Beachcomber,’ 
dual, looked good for $9,000 at the 
Orpheum, while ‘Man of Conquest 
is. aiming at dandy $6,000 at the 
Brandeis. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-950-600; 10-25)—‘Love 
Affair’ (RKO) and ‘Let Freedom 
Ring’ (M-G), dual, split with ‘Four 
Girls White’ (M-G) and ‘Devils 
Island’ (FN). Fairish $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Little Pal’ (Mono), first-run, 
and ‘Trade Winds’ (UA), dual, split 
with ‘West Point’ (UA) and ‘O’Con- 
nor’ (M-G), $1,800, so-so. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Conquest’ (Rep) and 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO). Swell 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Mob’ (Col), $5,500, very 
nice. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘One Third Na- 
tion’ (Par). Nice $8,500. Last week, 
second stanza of ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), $9,000, big. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Beach- 
comber’ (Par). Satisfactory $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Alex Graham Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘Ambush’ (Par), $9,500, 


nice. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25 )— 
‘Trouble Sundown’ (RKO), ‘I was 
Convict’ (Rep), first-runs, and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ (Par), tripler, split with 
‘Ride "Em Cowgirl’ (GN), first-run, 


‘Love Affair’ (RKO) and ‘Devils 
Island’ (WB),  tripler. Fairish 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Silver Sage’ 


(Par), first-run, ‘Undercover Agent’ 
(Mono), first-run, and ‘West Point’ 
(UA), tripler, split with ‘Little Pal’ 


speedway to watchT 





Los Angeles, May 16. 

Business generally on rosy side 
currently. Few newcomers are far- 
ing well and holdovers more than 
holding their own. Town leader is 
‘Hardys Ride High,’ which should 
wind up with close to $23,000 on day- 
date week at the State and Wilshire, 
latter taking over the Grauman’s 
Chinese policy. 

RKO and Pantages are having 
comfortable week with ‘East Side of 
Heaven.’ Holdovers doing unusually 
well, especially ‘Union Pacific,’ in 
third and final week at Paramount, 
and ‘Nazi Spy,’ winding up two 
profitable stanzas at Warners housés. 

Carthay Circle becomes a Fox- 
West Coast continued first run house, 
taking over Wilshire policy, which in 
turn is first run with State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
55)—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Basker- 
villes’ (20th) dual. First venture as 
grind house on moveover first-run 
policy not any record-breaker, but 
$2,900 considered excellent consider- 
ing former two-a-day policy, and 
fact of house being dark for many 
months. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Nazi Spy’ (FN) (2d wk.). Hold- 
ing good pace on holdover and 
should chalk up another $8,506, after 
neat $10,600 first seven dys. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (3rd-final wk.). 
Wound up (14) after five days on 
third week for fair $1,700. Second 
full week brought satisfactory $3,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65 )—‘Nazi Spy’ (FN) (2d wk.). Con- 
tinues to set pace for its day-dater 
Downtown, and will wind up with 
encouraging $8,000 after excellent 
$12,900 first week. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘East Side of Heaven’ (U) and ‘Saint 
Strikes Back’ (RKO), dual. Looks 
like excellent $11,000. Last week, 
holdover of ‘3 Smart Girls’ (U) and 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col), topped $6,500, 
okay. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage 
show (3d wk.). Nothing wrong with 
biz here and third week at $13,000 
will be quite profitable. Second 
week eased to $15,000, but that’s not 
to be sniffed at. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘East Side’ 
(U) and ‘12 Crowded Hours’ (RKO) 
dual. 
credited for sweet $10,900. Last 
week ‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Lady 
and Mob’ (Col), excellent $7,000 on 
second stanza. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Hardys Ride High’ (MG) and 
‘Society Lawyer’ (MG) dual. Should 
have no trouble hitting okay $13,200. 
Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th), very good $14,- 


United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Bas- 
kervilles’ (20th) dual. Okay on 
moveover for likely $3.000. Last 
week ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘Madden’ (MG), brutal $1,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) and 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G) dual. Debut 
here as day-dater first-run with 
Loew’s State after long period as 
continued ffirst-run house, very 
bright $9,200. Last week ‘Freedom 
Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Madden’ (M-G), 
very bad $2,500. 





———» 


Fire TMAT Managers; 3 
Bronx Houses Picketed 


Theatrical Managers, Agents & 
Treasurers, motion picture division, 
began a general strike against Moe 
Rosenberg’s three houses in The 
Bronx, N. Y., om Monday (15). 
Picketing is over managers and as- 
sistants at the Vogue, Metro, and 
Congress. 

TMAT filed an unfair labor prac- 
tice charge with the State Labor 
Board immediately after Abraham 
Ludacer, manager of the Vogue, and 
Maurice Bliss, manager of the Metro, 
were discharged, TMAT claims, on 
five minutes’ notice. Union officials 
said that these two TMAT men were 
fired Sunday (14) because of union 
activity. Local gave the manage- 
ment of the two theatres until 7 
p. m. Monday to correct the matter, 
and then started picketing. 
TMAT officials expressed fear that 
discharging of managers might ex- 
tend to other theatres of the ITOA 
group, since Rosenberg is regarded 
as an ITOA member. Officials at 
TMAT headquarters indicated that 
they shortly will scek a wage-hour 
I 2t with ITOA theatres in Greater 
New York, claiming the situation in | 








(Mono), “Trade Winds’ (UA), and 
‘Daughter’ (WB), tripler, $1,400, 
mediocre. 


these houses requires attention 








Crosby’s downtown popularity ~~ 
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Frisco Has World's 


Fairitis Also: 


Sexy Bali Unit Ups ‘Mob’ to $16,000 





San Francisco, May 16, 
Theatres here are still taking a 
beating from the 1939 Golden Gate 
International Exposition which, 
along with the staging of the Ice 
Carnival of 1939 at Winterland, has 
sliced grosses considerably. Although 


most of the houses fared badly last 
week, Market Street first runs are 
flooded with holdovers. 


Gate has an unusually big vaude- 
ville show this week in a_ special 
presentation entitled ‘Bali Bali.’ 
Screen entertainment at the Gate 
this week is poor and most of the 
draw must be credited to the sexy 
‘Bali’ flesh show. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) and 
‘Danger Island’ (20th). Musical has 
things pretty much its own this 
week and indications are for fine 
$22,000. Last week (2nd) ‘Union 
Pacific’ (Par) disappointing at $10,- 
500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) and stage 
revue. This week’s ‘Bali Bali’ revue 
on the stage with nude stuff being 
favorably received, and responsible 
for the healthy $16,000. Last week 
‘Code of Streets’ (U) and vaudeville 
slight $12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘Romance 
Redwoods’ (Col) (3d week.. Despite 
Hal Neides’ tie in with a safety lim- 
erick contest, only $5,800. Last week 
got okay $7,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) and 
‘Women in Wind’ (WB) (2d week). 
Probably not over $6.000, disappoint- 
ing for picture of this calibre. Last 
week $11,000 which didn’t justify the 
second stanza. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Fair is cutting into trade terrifically. 
Expo is currently staging biggest 
indoor roundup ever staged here, 
which isn’t helping b. o. take on 
westerns right now. Will do around 
$4,500 on the moveover of, ‘Pacific’. 
Last week (3rd) ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) 
and ‘Kid from Texas’ (MGM) perked 
up a bit and ended with $5,000. 

United. Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65 )—‘Stage Coach’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Biz not so forte considering calibre 
of this picture, would have been a 
cinch coin getter had it played here 
about six months ago. Holdover still 
keeping house in profit division at 
$6,500. Last week’s take of $10,000 
a surprise to everyone on the street. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (MGM) and ‘Jane 
Arden (WB) (2d week. ‘Lucky’ nct 
so lucky here, first week’s take 
hardly justifying Loy-Taylor nicture 
lingering second week, $5,500 on 
holdover terrible for b. o. names 
like these. Last week biz skidded 
ending with slight $10,500. 


‘Kildare’-‘Beauty’ $7,500, 
‘Okla. Kid’ $6,500, Denver 


Denver, May 16. 
‘Union Pacific’ is still going strong 
in its third week, leading the town. 
Other local houses are plugging 
along below average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) 





at the Denver. 


a week at the Denver. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Lucky Night (M-G) and ‘Freedom 


Ring’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Mild $2,000. Last week 


‘The Hardy’s Ride High’ (M-G) 


and ‘They Made Her A Spy’ (RKO), 
as for $3,000, after a week at the 


rpheum., 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
third 


40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par), 
week. Stunning $12,000 again after 
ditto previous stanza. 

Denver (Fox) 
‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) So-so $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ (FN) did 
fairly well with $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Calling Kildare’ (M-G) = and 
‘Beauty for the Asking’ 
Average $7,500. Last week, ‘Lucky 
Night’ 
(M-G), did above average $10,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
after a week 
each at the Denver, Aladdin, and 
Rialto, and ‘On Trial’ (WB). Moder- 
ate $3,000. Last week, ‘Return of the 
Next 
with 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Three 
Smart Girls Grow Up’ (U), after a 
week each at the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Winner Take All’ (20th). 

Last week, 
after a week 
each at the Denver, Aladdin, and 
(20th) did very 


‘Dodge City’ (WB), 


Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Famil 
Door’ (U), had a good wee 
$4 500 


Good enough $1.500. 
‘Dodge City’ (WB), 


asing Danger’ 
well at $2,500. 


(1,400;° 25-40)— 
*‘Dark Victory’ (WB), after a week 
Fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up’ 
(U), did only fair at $2,750, following 


(2,525; 25-35-40)— 


(RKO). 
(M-G) and ‘Freedom Ring’ 


50G Breach of Promise 
Suit Against Theatre Mer. 


Wichita, Kans., May 15. 


Stanley N. Chambers, who recent- 
ly resigned his position as a Fox 
theatre executive in Kansas City, 
Mo., and who formerly managed the 
Miller here, has been named defend- 
ar; in a $50,000 breach of promise 
suit filed in Sedgwick County dis- 
trict court by June E. Herd of K. C. 
Suit was filed in district court here | 
because of large irust fund he has 
with a Wichita company. 


UP. BIG $13,000, 
HEADS L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 16. 

Big noise of the week is ‘Union 
Pacific’ at the Rialto. Caravan of 
Union Pacific trains arrived for ex- 
hibition. Stunt reaped reams of 
newspaper publicity, and had the 
natives out in droves. Otherwise 
town is on the quiet side. ‘Nazi Spy’ 
at the Mary Ann, and ‘Cisco Kid’ on 
a dual at the Strand just fair. H.o.’s 
at the Brown and Loew’s State com- 
ing in for mild attention. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40) — ‘Graham Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th). 
Moveover from Rialto aiming at fair 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
and ‘Almost Gent’ (RKO), mild 
$1,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) (906; 15-25)— 
‘Wife, Husband, Friend’ (20th) and 
‘St. Louis Blues’ (Par). Pacing for 
fair $1,700. Last week, ‘Beach- 
comber’ (Par) and ‘Daughter’ (WB) 
(dual), split with ‘Lady Day’ (Col) 








and ‘Men’s Castle’ (Col), medium 
$1,800. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
10-30-40) —‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Went 


to town with big splurge in news- 
papers, and getting healthy returns, 
which should warrant h.o., looks 
like okay $3,800. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (2d week), robust 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Came 
in with bang-up publicity, and ex- 
ploitation; trainload of stars and p.a. 
helped; heading for high $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Graham Bell’ (20th) and 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th), hypoed by 
p.a. of Don Ameche, chalked up oke 
$7,500 and moveover. 
State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15-30-40) — 
‘Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) and ‘Let 
Us Live’ (Col), with Derby pics 
added. Going along at even pace on 
h.o, stanza, fairish $5,000. Last week, 
same pair rounded up bumper $9,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and 
‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO). Feeling the 
—_ opposish from activity on 
ourth Street, indications are for 
medium $3,100. Last week, ‘Lady’s 
Kentucky’ (Par) and ‘Backdoor 


WRITERS’ $10,000 AWARD 


Other Film Suits in Hellywood and 
New York 





Los Angeles, May 16. 


Henry Barsha and David Weiss- 
man, screen writers, won a district 
court affirmation of their $10,000 
judgment against Metro and Loew’s, 
Inc., based on charge piracy of 
their story, ‘High Fever.’ 

Authors claimed their manuscript 
was rejected and 1] ter appeared as 
‘A Day at the Races.’ Their case 
was sustained after a favorable de- 
cision in superior court. 

Wants 100G for Film Title 


Mrs. Margaret Tuttle filed suit for 
$100,000 against Metro, Loew’s Inc., 
First National and Warners, charging 
unwarranted use of the title, “The 
Unguarded Hour,’ by Metro in 1937. 

Plaintiff claims her story bearing 
that tag was produced as a silent by 
First National in 1926, and that Metro 
had no right to use the title. 

Elsie Hunt, writer, filed a $500,- 
000 plagiarism suit here Monday 
(15) against United Artists Corp., 
London Film Prods., Ltd., Alexander 
Korda and Samuel Goldwyn, action 
involving alleged piracy of the 
Korda picture ‘Rembrandt,’ starring 
Charles Laughton. She charges her 
stcry was returned. 





20th-Fex’s ‘Lincoln’ Answer 


Twentieth Century-Fox Film filed 
an answer Friday (12) in N. Y. su- 
preme court to the suit against them 
by Robert E. Sherwood and the 
Playwrights Production Co., Inc., in 
which 20th avers that Sherwood, 
having sold the picture rights to 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ to RKO and 
the Max Gordon Plays & Pictures 
Corp., he is not entitled to bring the 
action. Twentieth-Fox also claims 
that the supreme court has no juris- 
diction over the matter, as it involves 
copyright. 

Sherwood is seeking an injunction 
against the use of the title “Young 
Mr. Lincoln,’ or any other title which 
would tend to lead the public to be- 
lieve that the picture is based on his 
play. He also seeks an injunction 
against any advertising publicity 
matter which would tend toward the 
same thing. 

He further alleges that Fox’s film 
was first called ‘The Lawyer of the 
West’ and its title was changed due 
to lack of boxoffice appeal, because 
his play, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
created new b.o. values for the Lin- 
coln tag. 

More on ‘Snow White’ 


N. Y. supreme court Justice Louis 
A. Valente has granted applications 
by Adriana Caselotti and Harry 
Stockwell to examine Walt Disney 
Productions, Ltd., and the RCA Mfg. 
Co. before trial, in connection with 
their $300,000 suit against the two 
corporations, The Disney outfit will 
be examined in Los Angeles, and 
RCA in N. Y. on May 23. 

Miss Caselotti and Stockwell are 
the ‘voices’ of ‘Snow White’ and ‘The 
Prince,’ respectively, in the film, 
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.’ 
They claim breach of contract 
whereby their voices were to be 
used only in the picture. It is al- 
leged that RCA dubbed their voices 
on records and sold several millions 





Heaven’ (Par), polished off with 
okay $3,400. 


of copies, 





Freedom -Shep Fields Fair $11,000, 
‘Square’ Mild $5,000; Mp!s. Slumps 





Minneapolis, May 16, 

Grosses hold to bottom levels. In- 
stead of lifting, the depression seems 
to be deepening here and even ace 
pictures have tough sledding. It’s 
all part of a generally unhealthy 
business situation. 

Present noteworthy development 
is the bid the loop’s two sure-seaters 
are making for patronage with their 
foreign offerings. Both the World 
and Time, presenting ‘Grand Il- 
lusion’ and ‘Story of a Cheat,’ re- 
spectively, splurged with their news- 
paper and other advertising, but the 
results in both instances leave 
plenty to be desired. 

Estimates for the Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Back 
Door Heaven’ (Par), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Renegade Trail’ (Par) and 
‘Inspector Hornleigh’ (20th), also 
dual first-runs. Mild $1,200 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Blackwell Island’ 
(WB) and ‘Winner Take All’ (20th), 
dual first-runs, mild $1,400. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-50)—‘Dodge City’ (WB) 2d wk). 
Moved from State. Moderate $4,000 





indicated. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 


tory’ (WB) (2d wk), okay, $5,000 
after good $8,000 first week. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). Mild $2,400 
will be about tops. Last week, 
iene of Baskersvilles’ (20th), good 


Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—'Mid- 
night’ (Par) split with ‘Topper Takes 
Trip’ (UA). Looks like fairly good 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Huck Finn’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Fast and Furious’ 
(M-G), fair $1,400. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
40-55)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
Shep Fields orch. Heading for fair 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO), 
$4,900 in eight days, disappointing. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40) — ‘Washington Square’ (20th). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ 
(WB), good $7,800. 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35) — 
‘Story of Cheat’ (foreign). Plenty 
spent on advertising and highly 
praised by critics, but disappointing 
$800 in prospect. Last week, ‘Pro- 
fessor Mamlock’ (foreign), $700, not 
so forte. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
— ‘Grand Illusion’ (foreign). Looks 
like mild $1,400. Last week, ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) (4th wk) unsatis- 
factory $500 for three days. 





— 


Kildare’-Heidt Just Fair $20,000, 





UP. Mild 514,000; Philly Mostly Off 


‘Lucky Night,’ $3,700, OK 
In Lincoln; ‘U.P.’ 2d Big 


Lincoln, May 16. 


Two holdovers on the row this 
week, one of them earned, ‘Union 
Pacific’ went through a sensational 
first week playing near capacity, to 
the extent that day to day receipts 
were within a $20 range of each 
other. It moved from the Nebraska 
to the Lincoln for the second canto. 
‘Nazi Spy’ was given an extra seven 
days, but the first week was only 
so-so. Hinterlanders can’t get hop- 
ped up about it. 


Two newies are ‘Rose of Washing- 
ton Square’ and ‘Lucky Night.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Pony Express’ (Rep) 
and ‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Flight from Glory’ (RKO) and 
‘Boys Reformatory’ (Mono). So-so, 
$800. Last week, ‘Western Jamboree’ 
(Rep) and ‘Federal Manhunt’ (Rep), 
fairish $900. 


Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
25)—‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) and 
‘Stand Accused’ (Rep). Slim $900. 
Last week, ‘Mysterious Wong’ 
(Mono) and ‘Storm Bengal’ (Rep), 
light $1,000. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
15-25-35)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). 
Brought over from Nebraska after 
swell first week. Should get $3,700 
for second stanza, best holdover in 
several years. Last week, ‘Madden’ 
(M-G), fair $1,900 in split with ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ (Par) and ‘Sudden Money’ 


(M-G). 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 
10-25-40 )—‘Rose’ (20th). Should do 
nice $3,900. Last week, ‘Union 


Pacific’ (Par), got super $6,000. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G), May 
get $3,700, all right. Last week, 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G), poor 
$2,500. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10- 
25-35) —‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Might get $1,600, light, in second 
stanza, after fair $2,700 in first, 


‘UP. -VAUDE 206, 
WASH. SLIDING 


Washington, May 16, 


Baseball, resorts, excursion boats, 
barn theatres and motoring are get- 
ting into the customers’ blood and 
it’s not hot enough for the cooling 
plants to mean anything. Overall 
take is down, although it isn’t really 
brutal at any one spot. 

‘Union Pacific, playing at Earle 
with short no-name vaude, is easy 
leader and gross should be hand- 
some. ‘Hound of the Baskervilles’ 
and Kitty Carlisle at Capitol is weak 
second and ‘Story of Alexander 
Graham Bell’ is trailing badly. 
paige meng oa is repeat and getting 
no more than expected. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,343; 25-35-40- 
66)—‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and vaude. 
Kitty Carlisle on stage played over 
pic and helping, although figure 
won't oo $15,000. Last week, 
‘Society wyer’ (M-G) could thank 
Eleanor Powell p.a. for nice $23,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (2d run). 
Third week on mainstem heading for 
average $4,500. Last week, ‘Mutiny 
Bounty’ (M-G) (revival) fair $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and vaude. No- 
name vaude leaving it all up to pic; 
nice $20,000. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB) (2d wk) held to satis- 
fying $13,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 
‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d wk). Profitable 
$7,000. Last week, same pic disap- 

inted with good but under As- 

ire-Rogers average take of $11,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600 ;25-40) — ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (2d run). Back 
downtown straight from two weeks 
at Earle and looking at good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Blondie Meets Boss’ 
(Col) for five days got oke $3,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55) — 
‘Bell’ (20th). Plenty bally, includ- 
ing that surrounding swank show- 
ing for bigwigs several weeks ago, 
but title scaring the romancers 
away; maybe light $9,500. Last week, 
on (UA) slipped to light 











S.0.S for More Coin 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Republic upped the budget on 
‘S. O. S. Tidal Wave,’ currently in 
production by Armand Schaefer, 
with John Auer directing. 
Auer has been named producer- 








director of the forthcoming ‘Hit Pa- 
rade of 1939.’ 








Philadelphia, May 16. 


Without even the weather to 
blame, grosses this session are aim- 
ing earthward. Product throughout 
the midtown houses is strong all the 
way, too, so there’s very little ex. 
planation of what’s knocking the 
props out from under the b.0o.’s, 
Weekend was no cause for cheers, 
although both Friday (12) and Sun- 
day (14) were clear and cool. Sat- 
urday (13) was knocked off some- 
what by rain. Aggregate for the 
first-runs is badly below par any- 
way because two houses are in the 
final weeks of lengthy holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57) — 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (5th 
week). Pulls out tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) in favor of ‘Stolen Life’ 
(Par) after marathon holdover. Okay 
$5,500 final session, while $6,000 last 
week was slightly below expecta- 
tions. House is set to shutter for 
the summer following run of ‘Life.’ 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57) — 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (3d week). 
Also strong holdover, grabbing nice 
$9,000 for the lap. Last week, $13,600, 
v.g. ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) in on Fri- 
day (19). 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42) — 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run). Weak 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Midnight’ (Par) 
(3d run) same rating at $5,800. This 
is final stanza of third runs for the 
house, opening on Friday (19) with 
‘Tell No Tales’ on first run with a 
three-hour show policy shifted from 
the Palace. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Hor- 
ace Heidt unit on stage. Mild profit 
at $20,000, considerably below what 
Heidt has pulled in here in the past. 
Last week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep), with 
Hugh Herbert, Ella Logan and Eddie 
DeLange orch on the boards, n.g. 
$17,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57) 
—‘Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run). Get- 
ting the same admish as the top- 
flight first-runs, house is naturally 
suffering this week with an indie 
show. Bad $3,000. Last week, ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) (2d run), likewise no 
shakes at $3,100. Reissue of ‘Mutiny 
a Bounty’ (M-G) in Friday 
(19). 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57) — 
‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d run). Surpris- 
ingly on the poor side at $3,600. Last 
week, ‘Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) a 
little better at $4,000. House set to 
close in a few weeks. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Hotel 
Imperial’ (Par). So-so at $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Zenobia’ (UA) below par 
$4,000. House reverts to second-run 
after this week and will shutter 
shortly for renovations. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57) — 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Failing to get 
up steam at a disappointing $14,000 
gait. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) in 
nine days garnered only $16,000, 
likewise below expectations. ‘Rose 
of Washington Square’ (20th) next. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42) — 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d run). Showing 
little at $5,500. Last week, ‘Back 


“Door to Heaven’ (Par) got only six 


days, ringing up punko $3,700. 


‘UP.’ NEAT AT $8,000 
2D WEEK IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 16. 


Boxoffices look weak here during 
the current stanza, the majority be- 
ing subnormal. ‘Square,’ at the Buf- 
falo, gets the top figure which is 
short of outstanding, and ‘U. P.” in 
its second week at the Lakes is do- 
ing all right. 

The Lafayette is hard hit, its pres- 
ent and last week figures touching 
bottom, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; .30-35-55)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th). Should 
get up to respectable $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Bell’ (20th) plus Tony Martin 
and Xavier Cugat held up strong as 
anticipated and came in with excel- 
lent $20,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) — 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Within 
Law’ (M-G). Routine activity, may- 
be $4,500. Last week, ‘Can’t Get 
Away With Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB), dropped 
away to poor $4,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding nicely and should hit around 








good $8,000. Last week, neat at 
nearly $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40) — 
‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par) and 


‘Danger Island’ (20th). So-so busi- 
ness for this, probably over $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and ‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO). not so 
good considering; under $5,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) — 
‘Man of Conquest’ (U) and ‘Wife's 
Relatives’ (Rep). Continues hard 
hit with even this strong card; un- 
able to excite more than poor $4.500. 
Last week, ‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) 
and ‘Romance Redwoods’ (Col), new 
low, $3,500, 
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Modify New Duties on Newsreels 








London, May 16, 

Combined film industry groups, 
protesting new tax schedules in 
England, meet with Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Sir John Si- 
mon Thursday (18). Decision of 
the Chancellor was cheering to 
the groups, which had previ- 
ously been refused an audience. 

Deputation will demand total 
abolition of new tax on film 
stock and restoration of status 
quo on import duties. 





London, May 8. 


Trade opinion now has the odds 
heavily in favor of new excise duties 
on film stock being modified for the 
newsreels, but other sections of pic- 
ture business are not likely to win any 
concession. Treasury, customs and ex- 
cise tax chiefs are believed to have 
cocked a sympathetic ear to plaints 
of the topicals, and House of Com- 
mons statement last week by Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer Sir John 
Simon is seen as the direct tipoff. 
Simon said the government appre- 
ciated their position and he would 
be glad to consider with the trade 
what modification there should be. 


Simon, however, ducked on his 
undertaking to meet a deputation 
from the industry, and passed the 
job on to Custom House chiefs, who 
accordingly have been hearing daily 
squawks from individual sections of 
the trade. Distribs and exhibs went 
down first, then the newsreel bosses 
discussed what for them is genuinely 
a serious plight. Producers, labor 
and other sections are also set for 
talks, and the exhibs are likely to 
have a second meeting. 


As the industry sees it, there is 
no gainsaying that the topicals, with 
their heavy footage, to say nothing 
of excess imports of material that 
never finds its way to the screen, are 
badly hit. Each reel they issue has 
very few runs by comparison with 
normal feature and entertainment 
shorts stuff, so the tax is a much 
heavier burden to them than the 
others. But as regards distributors 
and also the producers, significance 
of the Chancellor’s remarks, that he 
could not believe an impost reck- 
oned to yield $3,000,00 annually 
could seriously threaten an industry 
which drew upwards of $250,000,000 
through the boxoffice, has not been 
overlooked. 


Passage of the Finance Bill 
through Parliament is only a 
gradual process, and no direct indi- 
cation of government’s plans may 
be forthcoming until it goes through 
it- committee stage probably during 
next month. 


U. S. Films’ Upbeat In 
Peru, D. C. Report Shows 


Washington, May 16. 

More encouragement for U. S. 
producers in the sale of American 
motion pictures to South American 
countries was evident last week in a 
report to the Department of Com- 
merce by Acting American Com- 
mercial Attache David M. Clark of 
Lima, Peru. 


American pix have made ‘note- 
worthy progress’ during the current 
year and the outlook is ‘definitely 
favorable’ for exhibition of more 
U. S. films in Peru, Clark said. Al- 
though Peruvians naturally prefer 
Spanish dialog films which they can 
understand, ‘American pictures re- 
leased this year have made inroads 
on the playing time in theatres 
which showed Spanish dialog films 
eimost exclusively during 1938.’ 


Increasing popularity of U. S. pic- 
tures shown by the following figures, 
attache reported: 


Ratio of English films advanced 
from 48.5% of the total exhibited in 
the first quarter of 1938 to 52% in 
the corresponding period of 1939, 
while that for Spanish films declined 
from 415% to 39.7%. During the 
first 16 days of April, 1939, English 
language films accounted for 65.9% 
compared with 47.8% in the cor- 
responding 1938 period. 


Themes of most of the films pro- 
duced in Mexico are ‘reported to be 
losing favor with the theatre patrons 
of Peru,’ according to the U. S. 
official, Also rentals on Spanish dia- 
log films have been increased. 
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SEEK TO HALVE EXHIB 
REJECTION IN N.S.W. 


Harry Hunter, Paramount’s gen- 
eral manager in Australia, reached 
New York last week with a compre- 
hensive view of the setup in New 
South Wales, where American dis- 
tributors have been disturbed by 
recently enacted legislation. 


He stated that the distributors 
would seek to halve the 25% rejec- 
tion right granted exhibs when the 
new standard contract is framed, 
under government surervision, in 
New South Wales. 


Centralization Of 
French Industry 
Aim of New Unit 


Paris, May 8. 

Producers, distributors and export- 
ers of French films have become 
affiliated into the Chambre Syndi- 
ecale du Film Francais. Negotiations 
to bring this about had been going 
on for some time with an eye to 
centralizing the production and ex- 
ploitation of French films in France 
and abroad. 

Under the new setup, the Cham- 
bre Syndicale of the French Cine- 
matographie, the Chambre Syndicale 
of French Distributors and the 
Chambre Syndicale of the Exporters 
of French Films have all been dis- 
solved and formed into the new body 
which also throws in its lot with the 
producers’ syndicate. 

Marcel Vandal has been named 
president, Paul Ambiehl and Jean- 
Baptiste Chassaing, vice presidents 
and Jean Claude Bernard, secretary. 
The administrative council contains 
members from each branch of the 
new body. 


AUSTRALIAN BIZ HEAVY; 
‘PYG, ‘WALTZ’ SMASH 


Sydney, April 26. 

Heavy biz here currently, with the 
European situation failing to hurt 
trade alarmingly. 

‘Kentucky’ (20th), ‘Dawn Patrol’ 
(WB) and ‘Citadel’ (M-G) away 
above capacity. ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) is‘due for a huge take, while 
‘Zaza’ (Par) has done well. ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) is only fair and 
‘There’s That Woman Again’ (Col) 
has maintained a fairly good level. 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) is winding up a 
top run covering 18 weeks. “Topper 
Takes a Trip’ (UA) is tipped to puli 
well on a run. 

An Australian-made, ‘Mr. Ched- 
worth Steps Out’ (BEF) is due for a 
run while ‘Pygmalion’ (G-B) is still 
big on 18th week. ‘Dr. Meade’ (Col), 
‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) and 
‘Women in Wind’ (WB) only fair. 




















B.O.s Up in Melbourne 


Melbourne, April 26. 
Biz bright with ‘My Lucky Star’ 


(20th), ‘Four Daughters’ (WB), 
‘Certain Age’ (U), ‘Submarine Patrol’ 
(20th), ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G) and 


‘Zaza’ (Par). Winter season promises 
to be okay. ‘Pyg’ (G-B) starts fifth 
month. 





Biz OK in N. Z. 


Auckland, N. Z., April 26. 

Biz good with U. S. pictures in 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Dunedin. ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G), 
‘If I Were King’ (Par), ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ (UA), ‘You Can’t Take It with 
You’ (Col), ‘Trade Winds’ (UA), 
‘Robin Hood’ (WB) and ‘Paris 
Honeymoon’ (Par) are okay though 
outstanding are ‘Pygmalion’ (G-B) 
and ‘Mikado’ (G-B). 





Dunlap to N. Y. 


Stuart Dunlap, Metro head in 
South America, is due in New York 
shortly on one of his periodic visits. 

He'll huddle with Arthur Loew, 
Metro’s foreign manager. 








Ask Cardenas to Lift 


Ban on Spain-Mades 


Mexico City, May 16. 

President Lazaro Cardenas has 
been urged by Mexican producers 
and distributors to order lifting of 
the boycott decreed by the Confed- 
eration of Mexican Workers, Mexi- 
co’s strongest labor union, on all pic- 
tures made in Spain during the 
Franco administration. 


Petitioners assert this boycott will 
hurt made-in-Mexico pictures in 
Spain, 





12 Paramount Houses In 
Eng. May Be Operated 
On Leases by Odeon 





London, May 7. 

Subsidiaries of Paramount theatres 
in England have been negotiating a 
deal with Oscar Deutsch of the 
Odeon Circuit, for latter to take over 
operation of 12 of its 14 English the- 
atre properties on 10-year leases. 
Heuses, except for the Carlton and 
Plaza in London, which are not in- 
cluded in the deal, are located in 
Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle, Bir- 
mingham and other cities. 

Deutsch will guarantee Paramount 
a minimum return per theatre in 
addition to a split of the total profits, 
if he signatures the proposition. 

Oscar Deutsch was granted a four- 
week extension of time by British 
solicitors of Ben Blumenthal, in 
which to answer breach of faith suit 
brought by the latter last year. Last 
deadline for submission of an answer 
to the complaint, in which Para- 
mount Pictures Corp is a separate 
defendant, was May 4. 


MEX UNION BOYCOTTS 
RODRIGUEZ CIRCUIT 


Mexico City, May 16. 

Might of the federation of Mexican 
cinematographic industry workers, 
controller of picture labor in Mexico, 
is being felt severely by the Rod- 
riguez Bros., who operate a circuit of 
five big cinemas in Nuevo Leon state, 
on the eastern Texas border. Fed- 
eration is exercising an airtight boy- 
cott against the circuit, preventing it 
from receiving any domestic or 
American pictures. 

Federation says the boycott is a 
chastisement against the pixmen be- 
cause they spurn federation mem- 
bers and have organized their own 
union, 











Row on M-G Dates 

Two feature pictures were pre- 
vented from showing on the Rod- 
riguez circuit in Monterey, Mexico, 
last week, when union workers in 
Metro’s Mexico City exchange re- 
fused to transport prints of ‘Great 
Waltz’ and ‘Sweethearts’ due to 
trouble with the circuit. 

Both pictures had been billed but 
the tieup forced the dates’ abandon- 
ment, the N. Y. homeoffice reports. 











Dirler Wins Fight in Paris Court 


—= 


To Head French Pathe; Prepares 
To Submit New Plan to Creditors 
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3 STOOGES TOPLINE 
PALLADIUM’S BILL 


London, May 16. 
The summer vaudeville season at 
the Palladium opens June 5, with the 
Three Stooges heading the opening 
bill. Ada Brown is also set. Several 
other Yank acts are sought. 





The ‘Band Wagon’ radio unit comes | 


later for a 10-week run, with the 


cast headed by Jack Hylton, Arthur | 


Askey,  Stinker 
Walker, Florence 
Tommy Trinder. 


Reciprocal Pact 
Seen If Australia 


Murdoch, Syd 
Desmond and 





OK’s Anglo Prod. 





Sydney, April 26. 

Reports from England indicate 
that British producers would lend 
some financial assistance to home 
production providing the 15% com- 
pulsory British screening law is 
quickly made effective in New South 
Wales, and later, perhaps, elsewhere 
in the Commonwealth. 


Main obstacle is to persuade the 
British Board of Trade to allow 
Aussie-made pictures into Great 
Britain under an amended quota 
that would be more favorable to 
Aussie firms than presently. If this 
can be done, then New South Wales 
would be willing to bring in the 


15% law without further delay, it’s | 


understood. 


MEX. GOV’T HELP SEEN 
FOR HOME PRODUCTION 








. Mexico City, May 16. 

General government aid for the 
Mexican picture industry is indicated 
by the subsidy of $60,000 allowed 
Roberto Soto, who quit acting after 
30 years trouping to turn producer, 
for his first film, ‘La Marcha Zaca- 
tecas’ (‘Zacatecas March’), 

This is the first picture subsidy the 
government has granted in several 
years and the biggest ever allotted. 
It is understood other producers are 
to get government coin, 

Latest Mexican picture producing 
company is Cinematografica Indus- 
trial Mexicana de Arte, with head- 
quarters here. 








Spanish, French Pix 
Held Stiff Competish 
For Yanks in Chile 


Chilean exhibitors report that 
Spanish and French language pic- 
tures are giving American product 
stiff competition in that country. 
Argentine-produced features, accord- 
ing to Alfonso Merlet, assistant man- 
ager of a 14-theatre chain in Chile, 
are of a quality approximating 
Hollywood standard and are being 
turned out in considerable numbers. 

Receipts of Chilean theatres are 
ahead of last year, Merlet says. Con- 
struction of new houses is also de- 
veloping rapidly. In Santiago alone, 
the Italo-Chileana chain built eight 
theatres this year. Santiago has 60 
houses with total seating capacity of 
94,000. Merlet’s company is playing 
approximately 25 French, 12 Spanish 
and 65 American pictures in 1939. 
| Merlet will remain in the U. S. for 








two months to study production and 
exhibition. 





Tax Load on Rumanian Exhibs 
Greatly Increased by Recent Imports 


New schedule of taxes on the film 
industry in Rumania, copies of which 
have gone to foreign departments of 
American picture companies in New 
York, is the most comprehensive and 
sweeping one to come from a for- 
eign nation in many years. Both in 
aggregate totals and detailed taxa- 
tior, outline it is viewed as possibly 
the heaviest burden recently slap- 
ped on the picture business in any 
foreign nation. 

Theatre exhibitor in Rumania ap- 
parently is hardest hit, there being 
a seat tax, a subdivision of this levy 
and then the usual taxation leveled 
on a cinema operator. This interests 
U. S. distributors principally because 
it establishes such a high overhead 
for Rumanian exhibs that they are 
certain to seek lower rentals from 
all distribs. 





UA Office for S. Africa 


Capetown, May 16. 
Albert Loew is due here early in 
July to open UA offices in this ter- 
ritory. 
South Africa headquarters prob- 
ably will be in Johannesburg. 


Paris, May 16. 

Seesaw teetered again Thursday 
(11) in Robert Dirler’s six-year fight 
to get control of Pathe Cinema, 
| France’s largest film concern. The 
Paris court of appeals, on Dirler’s 
annulled the votes of two 
stockholders’ meetings that had 
|; ousted him as president of the com- 


; pany. This in turn ousts the presi- 


| plea, 


| dent and directors who replaced 
| Dirler, automatically making him 
and his board official again. This 


| doesn’t mean Dirler has control yet, 


since French Pathe is still in re- 
| ceivership. Same decision invali- 
| dated a reorganization agreement to 


pay 50 centimes per franc (about 
1%c.) of the company’s debt, payable 
in 30-year 3% bonds, with the pos- 
| sibility of 5% interest. The creditors 
| had accepted this. 

| Pathe’s red-ink totals 175,000,000 
j} francs (about $4,673,500), of which 
| 23,000,000 francs (about $609,500) is 
| owed to Eastman Kodak, chiefly for 
|raw film. The deal upset by the 
|}court would thus have given East- 
man $304,750, in bonds. Eastman also 
| holds 75,000 shares of Pathe stock. 
Returns to France 


Dirler, now in New York, is due to 
return to Paris tomorrow (Wed.) and 
start work on a new proposition to 
submit to creditors. A former Dir- 
ler proposition, upon which the new 
one is to be partially based, provided 
the possibility of settling in fuil 
eventually, contingent on the com- 
pany’s ability to recover part of its 
assets, which were dissipated under 
the administration of Bernard Natan, 
president of Pathe when it was 
called Pathe-Natan. Natan is now in 
| prison on fraud charges. The French 
| magistrate who indicted him (there 
are no grand juries in France) ten- 
tatively set the figure of his alleged 
embezzlements at 140,000,000 francs 
(about $3,600,000). 

A number of lawsults are pending 
against Natan and various banks 
and individuals to recover much of 
this money. The settlement over- 
thrown by the court of appeals took 
no account of these lawsuits, but 
Dirler has declared his intention to 
prosecute them vigorously. He is 
expected to try to prove the respon- 
sibility of banks that had relation- 
ships with the old company, and to 
seek damages from them. If his 
scheme goes through, creditors, 
American and French, should ben- 
efit. 

Thursday’s (11) decision followed 
a plea by the French Advocate Gen- 
eral, who represented the public’s 
vi wpoint in the case, charging that 
Dirler’s board was overthrown by 
the illegal voting on stock which 
Natan had contracted to sell to Dir- 
ler. Dirler had paid 5,000,000 francs 
on the purchase contract, which was, 
however, never fulfilled. The Advo- 
cate General contended the contract 
was still good and the stock could 
nc: be voted without Dirler’s con- 
sent. 





| 
| 








Previously Ousted 


This puts Dirler’s end of the see- 
saw on the way up again. He started 
as a recalcitrant stockholder who 
vas regularly thrown out of Natan’s 
stockholders’ meetings. He organized 
a stockholders’ protective committee 
which got together enoug) proxies 
for him to take Natan’s place, but 
not until after the receivership. Op- 
posing interests got him out in 1937, 
anu then he pressed the prosecution 
of Natan, with the result that the 
‘affaire Pathe’ broke wide open pub- 
licly and Natan went to jail last 
December. Bail was refused him 
because under French law a man has 
to have a home, either leased or 
owned, in order to be admitted to 
bail, and Natan’s home is in his 
wife’s name. 

Dirler, in addition to putting over 
a reorganization agreement that will 
stick, will probably have to call a 
stockholders’ meeting and get him- 
self and his board confirmed in 
office. 

Meantime, the first step to bring a 
legal solution of the ‘affaire’ was 
taken last week when the four de- 
fendants appeared in the 10th Cor- 
rectional Court. 

The present trial is only the first 
0: a series in which Natan-Simon- 
Jean Cerf, Alexandre George Johan- 
nides and Lucien Dollfuss will face 
charges. After doin; hardly more 
than establishing the legal identity 
oi the accused, the court postponed 
the trials for a week. 





























es as rare 
. OS PE ale ea Reliet ara 


ee ee ee ee 





a ee one 








12 VARIETY 








oe 





FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 17, 1939 








GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 

Metro release of Victor Saville produc- 
tion. Stars Robert Donat; features Greer 
Garson, Terry Kilburn. Directed by Sam 

yood, From novel of same name by 
James Hilton; adaptation, R. C, Sheriff, 
Claudine West and Eric Maschwitz; edi- 
tor, Charles Frend; pdotography, F. A. 
Young. At Astor, Y., opening May 
15, ’39, for indef run, pop prices. Running 
time: 116 MINS, 


et, Rvs 6 ote assed 6000s se Robert Donat 
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John Colley 
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A charming, quaintly sophisticated 
account of the life of a school- 
teacher, highlighted by a remark- 
ably fine performance from Robert 
Donat, who is fairly well known on | 
this side. Although not orthodox | 
material for the masses, ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips’ will do good business 
generally in spite of the lack of box 
office power and the static nature 
of the subject matter. It’s more of 
a big situation picture than for the | 
smaller towns, 

‘Chips’ was produced by Metro at 
its London studios with Victor 
Saville in charge of the production 
and Sam Wood on the direction. Lat- 
ter is a Hollywood vet, specially sent 
abroad. Aside from Donat, who com- 
pletely dominates the picture; the 
cast is English and very competent. 

Donat’s range of character carries 
him from youth, when he begins to 
teach at a boys’ school, through to 
his middle 30s, then to around the 
half-century mark, and finally into 
the slightly doddering age. He 
shades the character with keenness, 
progressing with it through a long 
span of life in not orly a highly 
competent, but a thoroughly likable 
manner, The character he etches 
creates a bloodstream for the pic- 
ture that keeps it intensely alive. 

About 10 years ago the Shuberts 
brought over a French play built 
around a school teacher, ‘Topaze,’ 
who also was fascinating in a softly 
pathetic way. It was done in pic- 
tures in 1933 by RKO. While that 








story about a schoolmaster leaned 
to the farcical, ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ 
veers the other way to detail the 
half-happy, half-tragic life of a man 
of learning whose only happiness as 
a husband is short-lived, and whose 
life’s work is disciplining young Eng- 
lish boys to become cultured Eng- 
lish gentlemen. Almost all the way 
the undertone is tenderly touching. 

The romance of the schoolteacher 
and the girl he meets while on an 
Austrian vacation is adroitly and 
fascinatingly developed. A new 
femme face is Greer Garson, as 
Katherine, who becomes Donat’s 
wife, only to die all too soon, leav- 
ing the schoolmaster nothing but 
his desire to go forward, with his 
work and with the boys he tutors. 
She’s a strong potential for the 
Anglo-American market. 

Numerous English laddies, all with 
their accents, are in and out of the 

icture. One of the boys, Terry Kil- 

urn, gers three generations of Col- 
leys. He is excellent and a cute kid, 
although it is a little disturbing to 
keep on seeing him as time flies on 
from 1870 through to the finish of 
the war. 

A variation in the Colley tribe is 
the casting of John Mills as one of 
them going to war, and an elder 





Jean Arthur, Thomas Mitchell, Rita 
Hayworth and Richard Barthelmess, 
it’s certain for big returns. Story 
has substance, movement, romance 
and a somewhat different aviation 


background, . 

Not that flying the South Ameri- 
can Andes hasn't been done on the 
screen before, In fact, a 1937 RKO 
release, ‘Flight from Glory,’ even in- 
corporated the situation of scape- 
grace aviators who turn up in the 
South Americe : tropics due to some 
breach of proper flying decorum in 
their native U. S. But the simi- 
larity ends there. 

Here Cary Grant is boss of the 
kindly Dutchman’s decrepit airline. 
The crates are almost suicidal and 
Grant is No. 1 guy with the other 
tough boys because he’ll take up the 
planes only when it’s too hazardous 
for the others. If the Dutchman can 
fly the mails regularly he’s se* for a 
juicy contract. 

Jean Arthur is introduced as an 
American showgirl en route to a 
Panama nitery engagement. She’s 
excellent. for the assignment and 
segues into the hot-piano stuff plaus- 
ibly when she is pleased to learn 
that the on-the-make bovs, Joslyn 
and Beery, Jr., are Americans and 
not nondescript natives as they ap- 
pear to be. 

Romance basis between Grant and 
Miss Arthur is predicated-on an un- 
yielding independence that he will 
never ask anybody or any girl to do 
anything for him. Frankly tele- 
graphing her romantic acquiescence 
if he’d relax a bit, Grant is adamant. 
His ultimate capitulation is deftly 
depicted. 

Sub-plot has Barthelmess coming 
on the scene with Rita Hayworth 
(one of the dancing Cansinos fam- 
ily) as his wife. Latter is the girl 
who made Grant dour. Barthelmess 
is another disgraced aviator, but he 
more than vindicates himself with 
some very dangerous flying to a res- 
cue job, and in another sequence 
when he’s transporting nitroglycer- 
ine, 

Baranca, the locale, is presumably 
in Ecuador. This is the basic set- 
ting of this sub-tropical aviation ro- 
mance where treacherous mountain 
crags, capricious rainstorms and the 
like do their utmost to worst the 
mail plane service. The contrast of 
aeronautical speed against the sleepy 
background has been effectively 
captured by  director-author-pro- 
ducer Howard Hawks for fullest 
values, 

His original story has been crisply 
screenplayed by Jules Furthman, 
whose terse, staccato dialog is a 
major feature of the behind-the-lens 
artistry. Hawks had a story to tell, 
and he has done it inspiringly well. 
Every facet of ‘Only Angels Have 
Wings’ is big league. The Grant- 
Arthur cynicism and unyielding ro- 
mantics are kept at a high standard. 
Thomas Mitchell’s devoted aide is 
never permitted to become banal, 
and there are opportunities in plenty 
where it might so have been. Rita 
Hayworth as Barthelmess’ wife is 
likewise impressive. She’s a good- 
looking gal with an  ah-voom 
chassis. Barthelmess is perhaps a 
bit too deadpan in his performance, 
but the bitterness is made plausible 
by his past, due to an unheroic epi- 
sode when he baled out of a crash- 
ing plane and permitted his pilot 
to crack up. Barthelmess’ new me- 
chanic physiognomy fits the plot 
situation well. Incidentally, here at 
the Music Hall, he was greeted with 
an individual salvo of applause. 

All the performances are fine right 
down the line. Melissa Sierra as 
Lily, the native girl stuck on Noah 
Beery, Jr., is vivid, as is Manuel 
Maciste, Mexican exponert of native 
music, who arranged some of the 





Colley, played by Scott Sunderland. 
Jill Furse, on only briefly, does an 
excellent job, as does Judith Furse 
(probably a sister), who gets more 
footage as the housekeeper. 

All the action is laid in and around 
the Brookfield schocl for boys in 
England except for an excursion 
into the Tyrol where the romance is 
ego Three scripters worked on 

e adaptation, R. C. Sherriff, Clau- 
dine West and Eric Maschwitz, turn- 
ing in a very able job of it. Photog- 
raphy of F. A. Young leaves nothing 
to be desired. And Wood’s direction 
manifests substance and understand- 
ing all the way. Char. 


Only Angels Have Wings 


Columbia release of Howard Hawks pro- 
duction, directed by Hawks. Stars Cary 
Grant, Jean Arthur; features. Richard 
Barthelmess, Rita Hayworth, Thomas Mit- 
echell. Original story by Hawks; screen- 
play, Jules Furthman; asst. director, Ar- 
thur Black; camera, Joseph Walker and 


Elmer Dyer; specia! effects, Roy Davidson; 
eJitor, 
Maciste; 


Viola Lawrence; music, Manuel 
orchestra, M. W. Stoloff. At 





Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., week May 
11, ’39. Running time: 120 MINS, 
corcccccccccesesouss Cary Grant 
WETTTITITITET TTT Jean Arthur 
Richard Barthelmess 
eeesecoes Rita Hayworth 
Thomas Mitchell 
Cee eccccvccecccccocees Sig Ruman 
BRTis a 6.6 o's Loccecccctveccee Victor Kilian 
Gent Shelton........++. ecccces John Carroll 
BOS POCOTS. ..cccccsccccccccess Allyn Joslyn 
Tex Gordon...cesccesees «+-+.Donald Barry 
Joe Souther.....cscsseceess Noah Beery, Jr. 
LADY. 20. cccccccccbocccccocers Melissa Sierra 
Dr. Lagorio.....sccsccesecs: Lucio Villegas 
Hartwood......+. Paesccccoos Forbes Murray 
Felice... .cccccsce coccecccess Cecilia Callejo 
BEING. oc cciccvoeccroces eessccedos Pat Flaherty 
Pamche. .ccsiccccvedecccecceses Pedro Regas 
BE 5000000000609 0000 90000000008 Pat West 
Balladeer......secsecseeees Manuel Maciste 


. . Columbia has . winner in ‘Only 
Angels Have Wings.’ With a_good 
g Cary Grant, 





special Latin background music and 
who is an interesting screen face. 
He’s shown doing his guitar spe- 
cialty in the bistro scenes. Sig 
Rumann as the Dutchman, Victor 
Kilian, Allyn Joslyn, Lucio Villegas 
and Donald Barry are other histri- 
onic standouts. Abel. 


It’s a Wonderful World 


Hollywood, May 12. 


Metro release of Frank Davis pro luction. 
Stars Claudette Colbert, James Stewart. 
Features Guy Kibbee, Frances Drake, Nat 
Pendleton, Edgar Kennedy, Ernest Truex. 
Directed by W. 8S. Van Dyke. Screenplay 
by Ben Hecht, based on original by Hecht 
and Herman J. Mankiewicz; camera,.Oliver 
T. Marsh; editor, Harold F. Kress. Pre- 
viewed at Westwood Village, May 11, ’39, 
Running time: 84 MINS, 









Edwina Corday:....esse.:. Claudette Colbert 
GOP FOU. cc cccseccceces James Stewart 
‘Cap Gtreete?’ ..cccccccccceseces Guy Kibbee 
Sergeant Koretz....ccccccess Nat Pendleton 
Vivian Tarbell... ccccecces: Frances Drake 
Lieut. Miller..... cece eos.-Edgar Kennedy 
Willie Heyward....... eeccces Ernest Truex 
Major Willoughby..........- Richard Carle 
Dolores Gonzales...... eccees Cecilia Callejo 
Al Mallom....ccccce eccceces Sidney Blackmer 
AIM oc co cicctivacesoececcesce Andy Clyde 
Captain Haggerty....c.s.s-se05- Cliff Clark 
Madame Chambers...... Cecil Cunningham 
Herman Plotka......«+.+: Leonard Kibrick 
Stage Mamager......sceeceees Hans Conried 
Lupion Peabody.......ssesses Grady Sutton 

Metro saturates the screwball 


comedy type of picture with some 
pretty broad burlesque in ‘It’s A 
Wonderful World.’ ue for satis- 


factory grosses, with an exploitable 
title to help the marquee dressing 
oo -by Claudette Colbert and 
ames Stewart in the top spots. 


Picture has been set up as racy, 
broad, and infectious laughmaker, 
despite many obvious holes in con- 
struction which are easily passed 
over. Claudette Colbert is a zany 

tess in continual conflict and 





ove with Stewart, Whether or not 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G). 
British-made should do well. 
Tiptop performance by Donat 
and a new femme face, Greer 
Garson. 


‘Only Angeis Have Wings’ 
(Col). Standout film with Cary 
Grant and Jean Arthur starred, 
Big business getter. 

‘It’s a Wonderful World’ 
(M-G). Claudette Colbert and 
James Stewart in a broad com- 
edy. Good boxoffice. 

‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ 
(Par). Gracie Allen in- screw- 
ball murder mystery comedy. 
Healthy grosses all along the line. 

‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G). Excit- 
ing and fast-paced meller that 
will satisfy as top B attraction. 


‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 
Second in the series, fine on per- 
formances, but lacking in enter- 
ment. For the duals. 

‘Ex-Champ’ (U). Victor 
McLaglen mixes pathos and sen- 
timent expertly -for satisfactory 
dualer. ’ 


‘Torchy Blane Runs for Mayor’ 
(WB). Title tells the story of 
this chapter in the series, Minor 
item for the duals. 

‘Code of the Secret Service’ 
(WB). Filler fodder. A wild 
actioner for lower-dual book- 
ings. 

‘Chasing Danger’ (20th). Pres- ~ 
ton Foster, Henry Wilcoxon, 
Lynn Bari in exotic but in- 
credible spy meller. Dual entry. 

‘The Law Comes to Texas’ 
(Col). Crammed with action, 
sure to please western fans. 

‘First Offenders’ (Col). About 
average Class B juvenile re- 
formation stuff; for dualing. 








latter’s following, which has been 
built up to substantial proportions 
during the past year, will accept him 
as an unchivalrous and woman-hat- 
ing character, who eventually socks 
Miss Colbert om the jaw in a rather 
strained and unsurprising episode, is 
a question. 


Picture makes no pretense of aim- 
ing at smart or sophisticated comedy. 
It’s right down the alley for general 
audiences. There’s plenty of comedy 
lines and situations, both between 
Miss Colbert and Stewart, and aided 
by effective antics by Edgar Ken- 
nedy, Nat Pendleton, Ernest Truex 
and Guy Kibbee. 


Story is thinly laid foundation to 
provide the wacky and _ slapsticky 
situations and rapid-fire laugh dia- 
log. Stewart, a novice private de- 
tective, is assigned to watch million- 
aire Truex. Latter goes on a bender, 
and winds up convicted of a murder, 
Stewart is implicated, and escapes 
from the train en route to prison 
determined to solve the murder mys- 
tery and save his client. Kidnapping 
Miss Colbert and requisitioning her 
car, Stewart runs through series of 
disguises — a Boy Scout leader, 
chauffeur, and actor. Girl falls in 
love with him and tags along to get 
him out of scrapes until he can 
eventually piece his bits of evidence 
— and point to the real mur- 
erer. 


W. S. Van Dyke establishes a brisk 
pace in the direction, with few mom- 
ents of letdown. He presents the 
yarn with good humor and a let’s- 
have-fun attitude, and: reaches far 
down in the old comedy bag of tricks 
to refurbish some old gags and sit- 
uations with new angles. 


‘Wonderful World’ goes overboard 
with its broad slapstick, illogical sit- 
uations, and fast-clipped dialog, to 
make it a burlesque rather than a 
farce or comedy. But audiences will 
like the absurdity and good humor 
of the situations dished up. 


Gracie Allen Murder Case 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Paramount release of George Arthur pro- 
duction. Stars Gracie Allen; features War- 
ren William, Ellen Drew, Kent Taylor. Di- 
rected by Alfred E. Green. Screenplay by 
Nat Perrin; based on novel by S. S. Van 
Dine; camera, Charles Long; asst director, 
Russell Mathews; editor, Paul Weather- 


wax; song, by Matty Malneck and Frank 
Loesser. Previewed at Alexander, Glen- 
dale, May 12, '39, Running time: 74 MINS, 
tee Me Se err ere Gracte Allen 
PeeO VORORs 0. 00ccsececaes Warren William 
ABR Wils0Rsccscccctecsssccesss Ellen Drew 
Bill Brown......ccccsecceseess Kent Taylor 
Uncle Ambrose......ee. Cccccsess Jed Prouty 
Daniel Mirche........ evceces Jerome Coman 
District Attorney......... Donald MacBride 
Richard Lawrence.........5. H, B. Warner 
Sergeant Heath.......... William Demarest 
DEBIO DG] MAFF. oe ccccevserss Judith Barrett 
GOB. cccsoccccosvcececsds Horace MacMahon 
BOO TeGcscndsives Al Shaw and Sam Lee 





Here’s a sweet setup of nonsensi- 
cal and screwball comedy to catch 
plenty of laughs during its unfold- 
ing. It’s smacko for general audi- 
ences, and will hold its own in both 
keys and subsequents to hit some 
highly satisfactory grosses. Picture 
can be tabbed as one of the top 
comedies of the season. Broadest 
comedy—both in slapstick situations 





and gi. fast-pattering, and confus- 
ing Gracie Allen laugh lines—is ex- 
pertly textured to provide a crazy- 


quilt of entertainment for wide ap- 
eal, 
af Picture has zing and go from start 
to finish. It’s a genuinely funny 
laugh-maker that speeds along with 
laughs tumbling on top of each 
other, bubbling over into succeeding 
sequences. 

‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ indi- 
cates a comedy murder mystery. But 
the title does not convey the laugh 
enjoyment contained in a_ rather 
lightly molded story wherein Miss 
Allen becomes a central, and de- 
cidedly befuddling, pivot in the case. 
She carries the bulk of the footage 
throughout, being off the screen for 
only brief moments.” Her dizzy be- 
wilderment and madcap silliness 
provides continual merriment dur- 
ing the 74 minutes running time. 
It’s Gracie Allen at her best, parad- 
ing fast chatter and funny situations 
all along the line. Miss Allen sings 
one song in an early sequence with 
characteristic showmanship. 

Story, based on a novel by the late 
S. S.. Van Dine, details the murder 
of an escaping convict, with Miss 
Allen inadvertently. near the scene 
of the crime with Kent Taylor, who 
is later accused of the deed. Miss 
Allen befuddles the cops with her 
screwball chatter, but is handled 
nonchalantly by Warren William 
when he enters the case as Philo 
Vance. Latter eventually solves the 
obvious case, but only after he is un- 
wittingly supplied with proper clues 
and evidence by Miss Allen. 

William handles the _ difficult 
Vance role in capable fashion—al- 
though throughout it can be seen he 
is thoroughly enjoying the proceed- 
ing with a tongue-in-cheek attitude. 
Taylor and Ellen Drew supply light 
romance to balance things up while 
Jerome Cowan and H. B. Warner are 
capable as the perpetrators of the 
murder, and sufficiently suave in 
their villiany to provide contrast for 
Miss Allen’s tomfoolery. William 
Demarest is okey as the police ser- 
geant, same goes for Donald 
MacBride as the district attorney. 
Al Shaw and Sam Lee, from vaude, 
provide false menace for the second 
half of the picture to windup at 
the conclusion as Miss Allen’s mys- 
terious bodyguards. Pair then do a 
threesome routine with Miss Allen 
for a fadeout which provides a 
strong laugh exit. 

Director Al Green reblocked an 
old one for continuous laughs when 
he tossed Miss Allen into a pent- 
house apartment for some _ ultra- 
spooky episodes when she figures 
each piece of covered furniture 
might be hiding the murder suspect. 
Her wild ride behind a cop on a 
motorcycle runs a trifle too long, but 
smacks ’em for plenty laughs and 
excitement. 

Screenplay by Nat Perrin, with 
both zany slapstick situations and 
excellent dialog provided Miss Allen, 
merits attention. 


—_— 


TELL NO TALES 


Hollywood, May 10. 


Metro release of Edward Chodorov pro- 
duction. Features Melvyn Douglas, Louise 
Platt, Gene Lockhart, Douglas Dumbrille. 
Directed by Leslie Fenton. Screenplay by 
Lionel Houser.. Based on story by Pauline 
London and Alfred Taylor; camera, Joseph 
Ruttenberg; editor, W. Donn Hayes, Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, May 9, '39. 
Running time: 68 MINS, 








Michael Cassidy............ Melvyn Douglas 
PD EME cccecscuccescedece Louis Platt 
a SER EERE PTET ET eecccdicos Gene Lockhart 
Matt Cooper.... «+--Douglas Dumbrille 
Lorna Travers...eseeee+-.-Florence George 
Dr. Lovelake.......+se++.Halliwall Hobbes 
Miss Mary....... eccccccccces Feffie Tilbury 
Davie Bryant..++...eeee+-.--Harlan Briggs 
Miss Brendan......ee0e..--....Sara Haden 
Charlie Daggett..........Hobart Cavanagh 
Sam O’Neil...... eeccescees...-Oscar O'Shea 
BE 6.6 60466 0%000 --Theresa . Harris 
Mrs. Lovelake... e+-.Jean Fenwick 
Bre, Hidatine, .. ccescsscsocvwas Esther Dale 
CRAIMCTE. «occ cccccece eeccess Joseph Crehan 
2 P erer rrr re rer Tom Collins 





‘Tell No Tales’ is a_ fast-paced 
melodrama, produced on moderate 
budget for the duals, and ample en- 
tertainment to slot it as a good sup- 
pene programmer. In the nabe 

ookings, it will find general accep- 
— as a satisfactory offering in its 
class. 

Story traces the adventures of 
Melvyn Douglas, editor of paper be- 
ing folded, in connection with pas- 
sage of a ransom bill given in a 
current kidnapping. Chase carries 
him through several episodes, to 
finally wind up as prisoner of the 
kidnap gang, and eventual last ride. 
He escapes, however, to capture the 
kidnappers and get out an extra 
of his paper to continue the sheet’s 
existence. 

Picture is episodic in setup, but 
dovetailed neatly through a work- 
manlike script and excellent direc- 
tion by Leslie Fenton. Job is lat- 
ter’s first feature, after making a 
number of shorts on the Metro lot. 

Yarn is interesting and sustains an 
adventurous spirit throughout. Mel- 
vyn Douglas carries major portion 
of the footage as the prying editor 
determined to keep his paper going. 
Louise Platt is okay as the girl who 
could identify the kidnapers — and 
supplies indirect romantic interest 
for Douglas. Gene Lockhart, Doug- 
las Dumbrille, Florence George and 
Feffie Tillbury are capable in brief 
appearances. 

Wake for a slain colored fighter is 
a powerfully poignant sequence, 
with Theresa Harris turning a fine, 
but brief performance, as the mourn- 
ing widow. Despite its melodrama- 
tic setu , Picture carries credulity in 
its exciting passages, and yarn has 





been developed with logical situa- 


——_2 


CALLING DR. KILDARE 


Metro release of Lou Ostrow produciion 
Features Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore. 
Directed by Harold S. Bucquet. ‘Story. 
Max Brand; adaptation, Harry Ruskin and 
Willis Goldbeck; editor, Robert J. Kern: 
photography, Alfred Gilks. At Capitol 


N. Y¥., week May 11, ’39 Running ti 

86 MINS. pias 
Dr. James Kildare............. Lew Ayreg 
Dr. Leonard Gillespie....Lionel Barrymore 
DN TOS. 4 006 80 nteewe secs Laraine Day 
WN v0 660460444 0600 eoeees Nat Pendleton 
TROGRUIGs occ ct codccccceee eees+- Lana Turner 
Dr. Stephen Kildare......Samuel S. Hinds 
PO TO a vc ccccccceses Lynne Carver 
Mrs. Martha Kildare.......... Emma Dunn 
Dr. Walter Carew........ Walter Kingsford 
Molly Byfd...ccccsccccecccece Alma Kruger 
Sally. ..ccrecsecceccececescesee. Marie Blake 
Tom Crandell..ccccccccccccces Reed Hadley 
f METER TTT TTT TTT CTT ere Craig 





Doc Kildare, in the hands of Lew 
Ayres, and his superior man of 
medicine, played by Lionel Barry. 
more in a wheel-chair, are charac- 
ters well worth perpetuating, but the 
material that keeps these characters 
alive will have to be better than sup- 
plied for the second in the series, 
‘Calling Dr. Kildare’. For all the 
effort that has gone into the sequel 
to ‘Young Dr. Kildare,’ including the 
fine casting and the excellent per- 
formances, the entertainment value 
does not assay above the ordinary. 

Without Ayres, Barrymore and 
supporting players who are superior 
to their assignment, together with 
the direction of Harold S. Bucquet, 
the picture wouldn’t be anything but 
another medico meller. Where the 
first of the series did all right, this 
one, however, will no doubt get a b.o. 
lift to save it from being just an- 
other flat-rental item. In any event, 
the possibilities nationally are not 
sanguine. 

Barrymore again is the senior sur- 
geon-doctor of a hospital where 
Ayres is the ambitious interne, a fel- 
low who has the. admiration of the 
grouchy wheel-chaired biggie of bac- 
teria, but is forced to make the grade 
the hard way. The invalided Barry- 
more plays himself, as he always has, 
and still gets complete attention, but 
his fine work, together with that of 
Ayres and others, fails to compen- 
sate for the weakness of the script. 
Story hinges, in the main, on the 
willingness of Ayres to overlook 
ethics of his profession by treating a 
young hoodlum for gunshot wounds 
because he thinks the lad was inno- 
cent of a shooting, amplified by the 
questionably persuasive reason of 
the boy’s sister. 

While it is unreasonable that any 
doc, as interested in his work as 
Kildare, would fall for what he did, 
on the other hand, if he hadn’t done 
so, there wouldn’t have been any 
picture. There is hardly any other 
excuse for Kildare’s stupidity in fail- 
ing to report treatment for gunshot 
wounds in a dismal cellar hideout; 
his complete capitulation for the sis- 
ter, and his stubbornness against 
hospital rules. 

The story fails to explain with any 
credibility how the sister, about as 
gorgeous and as refined as they come, 
could be kin to a no-good little boy 
who gets involved with baddies, nor 
how any sensible man could fall for 
the works as Dr. Kildare does. The 
ending clears him, bringing him back 
to the hospital as Barrymore’s assist- 
ant, from which point No. 3 in the 
Kildare series may proceed. 
Laraine Day is excellent as the 
nurse who works with Dr. Kildare, 
at the same time reporting on him to 
superiors, while Lana Turner is a 
fine type as the gal who nearly leads 
him astray. Both players are to be 
heard from. Lesser characters, all 
doing well, include Nat Pendleton, 
still the pmbulance driver but now a 
pal of Kildare’s; Samuel S. Hinds 
and Emma Dunn, narents of the in- 
terne: Walter Kingsford. mousey hos- 
pital head, and Reed Hadley, menace. 
Running time, 86 minutes, is longer 
than it should be considerin’ the 
boiled-down story. Char. 


EX-CHAMP 


Universal release of Burt Kelly produc- 
tion. Features Victor McLaglen, Tom 
Brown, Nan Grey. Directed by Phil Rosen. 
Adapted by Alex Gottlieb and Edmund L. 
Hartmann from original by Gordon Kahn; 
Bernard 


camera, Elwood Bredell; editor, 

Burton. At Palace, N.Y., dual, week May 
12, '89. Running time: 72 MINS. 
rae Victor Mcl.aglen 
8 Serer Covccccccee Tom Brown 
SOR, AGRI o.06000000008 pevenseesere Nan Grey 
Mushy Harrington........William Frawley 
Doris Courtney.....ceceees Constance Moore 
Ok SPP eoeees-- Donald Brig:s 
The Commissioner.........Samuel S, Hinds 
Biss Crosley........0 eoeseesMare Lawrence 
Mr. Courtney.......0. ecvceces Thurston Hall 
Bese 48664006000 060 020068 Charles Halton 





Time-worn treatment of pugilistic 
racket with a father-love angle to 
freshen it up turns out to be an 
agreeable and pleasing piece of light 
entertainment. If not taken too se- 
riously, production should fill in 
nicely on dual bills. 

McLaglen, heretofore cast in a 
variety of he-man roles, mostly of 
the rip-snortin’, tough-guy charac- 
terization, here is a different sort of 
chap with a heart of gold. Result 
is surefire audience sympathy for 
which the script-writers can chalk 
up credit. 

Once a tri-state boxing champ, 
Vic has grown old but lives in the 
glories of the past. He has been 
both father and mother to his daugh- 
ter (Nan Grey) and ambitious heel 
of a son (Briggs). The latter, whose 
education took every cent of the old 
man’s earnings, is getting on in Wall 
Street and aims high for marriage 
to a banker’s daughter. 

McLaglen works as a hotel and 
night-club doorman, when he can 





tions on the whole, 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 12) 
get work, and trains a promising 
pugilistic young welterweight. Briggs 





marries the spendthrift banker’s 
@aughter and pretends he is an} 
g-phan, without any living relatives. 
a@ici.agien’s heart is broken at his} 
on’s neglect and takes to drink. He} 
pulls himself together in hopes of | 
making his protege champ of the! 
welters. 

The son’s ambition carries him too | 
far and he almost goes to prison for | 
misappropriating securities to gamble 
in the market. His father, overlook- 
ing his son’s heartless treatment, 
comes to his rescue and by ‘throw- 
ing’ his fighter’s championship 
chances, after instructing the kid to 
suffer a knockout, hopes to collect 


enough in bets to make up the son’s} <ual. 


financial deficit. 
of a crony (Frawley) loyally crosses | 


McLaglen and places bets on the kid | Waldo .... 


instead of his opponent. 

Anticipated result happens. Brown | 
wins and takes the championship; 
the worthless son is saved; the boxer 
and McLaglen’s daughter marry and 
all is forgiven. 

Choice of Nan Grey, Frawley, | 
Briggs, Mare Lawrence, Hinds and 
others to support McLaglen con- 
tributes plenty to make the siory 
believable. Frawley is effective in a 
comedy part. Nan Grey and Tom 

rown handle romantic roles with 
charm and unaffectedness. 

Phil Rosen’s direction is spirited 
and gymnasium and fight scenes 
well handled. Art work, photog- | 
raphy and editing are standard. 





Torchy Blane Runs for 


Mayor 
' 
Warner Bros. production and _ release. | 
Features Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane. | 
Directed by Ray McCarey. Screenplay by | 
Earle Snell, from idea by Irving Rubine, | 
based on characters created by Fred¢ rick | 
Nebel; camera, Warren Lynch; dialog di- | 
rector, Arthur Ripley; editor, Everett | 
Dodd. At Paramount, Brooklyn, May 12, 
°39; dual. tunning time, 58 MINS. 
ol ge eee Glenda Farrell 
MONVe: DOUPIGS. +6266 6ceees Barton MacLane 
SON i 5a 60 40% 60 -..-Tom Kennedy 
Sy, BS: kas sacde0Kdeeumaene John Miljan | 






..-Frank Shannon 


Captain McTavish 
‘ ‘ ---- Joe Cunningham 


Maxie..... 








Desk Sergeant....... re os Jeorge Guhl 
CP NON s 05540 5508 baled ces «++---J0e Downing 
Bogarth Ward. .<sccccse «es..-Irving Bacon 
Chuck Ball....... eteece vrTiT. John Butler 
) RPT ere rere --..Charles Richman } 
SPUN, 60tcaned ac TY eTTe ee John Harron 
Skinner....... sccccccccecess Walter Fenner 
SPOON 6 ccacécvecacsenaee Millard Vincent 
ONE i 506008 04.040 00dseredebeneeee Joe Devlin | 


Latest Torchy Blane exploit is 
about average for the  series— | 
crammed with hoke action and skill- | 
fully concocted for lower-deck dual 
fodder. Like a newspaper comic} 
strip, it’s without a pretense of in- | 
tellectual maturity or plausibility, | 
but will divert the peanut-munchers. | 

Yarn continues Torchy as_ the} 
juvenile conception of a star femme | 
reporter, this time muckraking a 
corrupt city administration and its | 
underworld tieups. When her weak- | 
ling publisher refuses to go on print- 
ing her exposes because of adver- 
tiser retaliation, Torchy persuades 
an obscure sheet to publish them. 
And when she can’t find a candidate | 
to oppose the political machine, she | 
takes on the assignment herself. Does | 
she win? Just guess. 


Class B pictures, while the cutting 
has eliminated the  unessentials. 
Glenda Farrell rattles through the 
title part with assured precision, but 
mugs some of the closeups. Barton 
MacLane, as the perennially tem- 
porized suitor, is as credibly mascu- 
line as ever, while Tom Kennedy 
repeats his dimwit cop  porirayal, 
John Miljan makes a few stock 
tricks do as the suave menace, 
Charles Richman is a standard stooge 
mayor and Joe Downing contributes 


his ‘Dead End’ gangster character- | 


ization again. Kenneth Harlan un- 
derlines a single bit scene. 

It’s amazing what entertaining pic- 
tures Hollywood can turn out with- 
Out even thinking about it. Hobe. 


Code of the Secret Service 


H>5llywood, May 14. 


Warner Bros. release ef Bryan Foy pro- 






duction. Directed by Noel Smith. Screen- 
play by Lee Katz and Dean Franklin: 
story based on material compiled by W. 
H. Moran. Dialog director, John Langan; 
camera, Tel Mo2Cerd; editor, Frederick 
Richards: asst. director, Marshall Hage- 
man. Previewed in Projection Room May 
13, '3% Running time: 58 MINS, 

Lt. ‘Brass’ Bancroft........ Ronald Reagan 
OORID. 5 5o0 5 vscgeadect taceets tosella Towne 
GONG 6 cscesivubesbooes Steoas Eddie Foy. Jr 
Friar Partcer.....0.eeeee++----Moroni Olsen 
BOOMs accictecsve eccccccecss agar Edwards 
MOCKS? .. cece PTETTTTTiTTiT Titi Jack Mower 
Crackeft...... ----John Gallaudet 
Saxby.... ‘ Joseph King 
Butch... Stevan Darrell 
Dutch... .-..-Sol Gorss 
Officer.... ° --George Regrs 
Conductor......... ew »-Frank Puglia 
Firat Detective. .......csccocee Rafael Cori» 
Second Detective...........4 Antonio Filauri 





Reminiscent of the wild and wooly 
melodramatics of the early Pearl 
White serials, ‘Code of the Secret 


Service’ will be limited to bookings | 
in luwer half of duals as filler foot- | 


age. Elemental in theatrics, picture 
will even stretch the credulity of the 
youngsters at kid matinees. 

Picture is latest in series of lower 
budgeted actioners built around sup- 

sedly true experiences of Secret 
Services operators. Story unfolcs 
the exciting experiences of Ronald 
Reagan and Eddie Foy, Jr. in track- 





McLaglen’s scamp | & MENS. 


| key city first-runs. 


| time: 61 MINS, 
Ray McCarey’s direction has the John Haynes........++.....+-+.-Bill Elliott 
slap-dash proficiency required for | Dora Lewis......+..-.......Veda Ann Borg 





[periences the first flush of prole-/] KILLED THE COUNT 


tarian gains. 


Maxim, who never before had even | 


‘seen a 100-ruble note, is now a 
banker, Commissar of the Treasury. 
Reside him, enjoying the success for 


‘which they had fought side by side in 


| 
| 
i 
| 


ing gang who stole treasury bank FIRST OFFENDERS 
note engraving plates. Chase takes 
the pair into back country of Mex- , Columble production J release. Fea. 
ri , a . ; ures alter : © 1, ever. overts. l- 
ico, with the two operacvors going rected by Frank McDonald. Screenplay by 
through wild series of unbelievable | waiter Wise, from original story by J. 
adventures before the plates are| Edward Slavin; camera, Henry Freulich; 
Cnally recovered. fea at eteana Brackiyn, “May 11, ‘Se, 
Plot structure is illogical, dialog} ja) hunning time: 63 MINS. , ; 
is strained, and futile attempts are COPOOET BRR. ccc cccccccsccese Walter Abel 
mace at comedy. Script goes off the DUAR TOG cece ccccsccsces Beverly Roberts 
deep end in lining up convenient | Mary Kent..... ches kiwee eee Ks iris Meredith 
situations for thrill purposes, most} Fred Gray........ betssaeteess Johnny Downs 
: s : : Ann Biakeley...cecceccsece 6eeede Diana Lewis 
of which are ineffectual in their ab- + Seri Bla Vim. «i cccccccccce se John Hamilton 
curdity. Mr. Wentworth...........0- Forbes Murray 
Bee GEE 6 ook cbececsecese Pierre Watkin 
oe errr ry ee John Tyrell 
RMN so eve ce waseesess George Offerman, Jr. 
CHASING DANGER [nick rcs: orRobert Sterling 
BOG s 6 cebdbudacets cedeetes .Warren Douglas 
20th-Fox release and production, Pet COUN i ceneaeweas eeessecccens Michael Conroy 
tures Preston Foster, Lynn Bari. rt ME ccccee meets sat ....+--Donald Barry 
rected by Ricardo Cortez. Adapted by Rob- | iaintanane 
ert Ellis and Helen Logan from origina! a afin ° 2 . 
by Leonard Bercovici; camera, Virgil | Low budget effort in the groove 
ler; musical director, Samuel Kaylin; edi- | sted bv the title. Satisfactor 
tor,. Norman Colbert. At Central, N. Y., sugges 25 : y 
week May 13, °39. Running time: | added starter for duals, but too weak 
Steve Mitchell......ccsces-- Preston Foster| for soloing. Although the story is 
e CONG. cecceesen caceunaes: y Sari i Peete” ‘-—* 
Waldo surerstsseseeeseses i Vernon | Commonplace, it is reasonably well 
Andre Duvac.....esee..+.-Henry Wilconxon told. but the picture is shy on mar- 
Eee eccceees JOAN Woodbury | < 
Carlos Demitri...... paaeases Harold Huber | quee strength and has few novel 
WEGbAasecconssens eeecccssece Jody Gilbert : : 
Geeve. Di. .cccccvces eeees- Pedro de Cordoba selling points. 
Captain camer rr Plot deals with an idealist who re- 
ES as whe ne tee eseeseaseues é oy D'Arcy s r a 
i ities signs as district attorney to devote 
Average comic-melodrama only} himself to social service—in this | 
fairly diverting. Built on pseudo-| case, running a farm where boys 
serious framework of newsreel | may learn a trade and become useful 


cameraman’s adventures in the Mo- | citizens instead of growing into peni- 
rocean desert, it’s time-worn hokum |! tentiary material. Youth he had 
variation of Arab revolt against | convicted while a d. a. returns from 
French rule. Artificiality of story | prison to get revenge, but is re- 
and situations makes f . incredibil- | claimed from criminal ways, thus 


ity. It should get by in the subse- | justifying the whole farm idea. 
quents, but not strong enough for Walter Abel gets by in the cinch 
part of the boys’ farm founder with 
a Mark Anthony gift o’ gab, while 
Beverly Roberts is decorative but 
otherwise makes little impression in 
the negligible role of his romantic 
inspiration. Johnny Downs a hith- 
erto unsuspected dramatic talent as 
the vengeful young convict and Iris 
Meredith has interesting beauty and 
plays with eloquent reticence as the 
girl who understands and befriends 
him. Others are more or less stan- 
dard. Production is adequate, 
although the sound track seemed in- 
explicably unrealistic through an un- 
true synchronization. Hobe. 


Failure of script is somewhat off- 
-et by director Ricardo Cortez’s ex- 
yert handling of a pair of harum- 
carum scamps who talk their way 
‘n and out of tight situations and nu- 
merous jails. He has allowed the 
Preston Foster-Wally Vernon team 
plenty of leeway in doing with their 
roles pretty much as thev liked. 

Falling into the class of light fic- 
tion, story deals with a spy ring 
shipping munitions srcretly to re- 
volting desert tribes but, for some 
unexplained reason, the authors 
have made the master mind of the 
natives a white man; a jewel thief, 
supposedly dead, but hiding his 
identity in the desert. 


Mr. Chedworth Steps Out 


Casting is faulty as most of the (AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
principals are not convi:.cing either (With Songs) 
as Frenchmen or Arabs, with the ex- Sydn — April 26. 





ception of the American newsreel- 
man and his screwball assistant. 
Henry Wilcoxon, as a Frenc”’ secret 
servicer; Harold Huber as the Arab 
chieftain, and Lynn Bari and Joan 
Woodbury, in the chief feminine 
roles, are too Angelicized to make 
their characters convincing. 


Foster and Vernon have excellent 
roles right up their alley, and other 
performances are uniformly good. 
Production staff captures the flavor 
of colorful desert exteriors and the 
bombing sequence of the fort from 
the air is realistit, 


Associated-British Empire release of 
Cinesound production. Stars Cecil Kella- 
way; features James Raglan, Joan Deering, 
Rita Pauncefort, Peter Finch, Jean Hat- 
ton, Sydney Wheeler. Directed by Ken G. 
Hall. Screenplay, Frank Harvey; camera, 
George Heath; musical director, Hamilton 
Webber. At Lyceum, Sydney. Running 
time, 92 MINS. 


Ken G. Hall’s latest should find 
high trade in the home field, with 
the possibility of a British break as 
well. However, there’s little mar- 
ket seen for the U. S. 

Cecil Kellaway, the marquee lure, 
turns in a corking performance, 
while Hall has given class direction 


to the production. Jean Hatton, 
winner of a Deanna Durbin contest, 
has vast possibilities; she knows how 
to act and has an excellent singing 
voice. The rest of the cast, with the 
exception of Rita Pauncefort, who 
overplays, turns in good perform- 
ances, 

Dialog is crisp; story, however, is 
weak and brings in everything, in- 
cluding gangsters. Yet Hall has 
managed to pace the picture briskly 
throughout. 

Story tells of a downtrodden clerk, 
played by Kellaway, who discovers 
a bag of counterfeit coin without 
knowing it to be such, and conse- 
quently has a brush with crooks. 
Romance is built around a Federal 
dick and the clerk’s eldest daughter. 

Featured musical numbers, sung 
by Miss Hatton, include ‘Lo, Hear 
the Gentle Lark’ and ‘If It Rains, 
Who Cares.’ Camera is first class; 
sets are splendid and the whole pro- 
duction generally carries a high pro- 
duction standard. Rick. 


NEW HORIZONS 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 





The Law Comes to Texas 


Fea- 
Di- 


Columbia release and production. 
tures Bill Elliott, Veda Ann Borg. 
rected by Joseph Levering. Screenplay, 
Nate Gatzert; carhera James 8S. Brown, 
Jr.: editor, Dwight Caldwell. At Arena, 
N. Y., dual, week May 12, '39. Running 


| Judge Dean... ccccccccss+ses Bud . Osbourne 
cs bocceceseoeoce “CHATIC® WRIttENer 
ceccccccccccecess+-leon Beaumon 
GOVErNOL. scccoseccetcocceess-Faul Everton 
TEAINCUCRT sc occscecdcescecess CATs Bug 








| Bill Elliott is a new western star 
_ who has come to the fore in no un- 
certain manner. He chalks up a per- 
,fect score in this saga of lawless 
| days in Texas. He is rugged and 
personable in the best William S. 
Hart tradition, riding, shooting and 
fighting desperados single-handed. 
Western fans can’t help liking Elliott 
and his loyal pardner, ‘Kaintuck.’ 
Production is satisfactory for thea- 
tres with western following. . 

Picture has been spiritedly direct- 
ed by Joseph Levering. It has pace, 
an interesting story, a creditable cast 
and the thrills one expects in an 
outdoor action film. Romance and 
love interest is totally ignored, and 
'‘t is just as well. 











: Amkino release of Lenfilm production. 
| Story casts Elliott as a tough hom- | Features Boris Chirkov and Vera Kibar- 
bre who studies law but gives it up pe Directed and written by Gregory 
to enlist in warfare against the law- | pom Second ,Trauberg; music, 
less element plaguing Texas. At the | week May 11. "49 Panning timente Meade 
: ‘ week May 11, '39 Running time: 92 MINS, 
Governor’s request he goes down)! waxim Boris Chirk 
into. Bailey County .where bandite | aera tireeteciceceeseeeen, Boris Chirkov 
into y y 1€) ANAIUS | Natasha.....sseeeseeeeeess. Vera Kibardina 
cross state and county lines to es- me PIUTTTL TTY TTT TTT irre M. Zharov 
| cape capture. —— PYUTYy? Sit tr TTTrrire o a A 
A short investigation and brush | stalin. .0000000000.....0 Me Gelovani 
with the gang leaders who are pro- | Sverdlov....ccoceceeceesesls Lyubashevsky 
tected by a local judge, in cahoots ~~ OO PPTTTiT Y. Tolubeyev 
with the Lt. Gov. of the State gives} Ropshin. os eee 
f tee 4 | Se er ere . Dudnikov 
him the lay of the land. Elliott} Turayev.......0000000 00.0... A. Kuznetsov 


finally disguises himself as an out- 
law. joins the criminals and lays a 
trap for their capture when a $100,- 
000 shipment from the State capital 
*s en route to Bailey County. 

A nitched battle between the des- 
neradoes and state troopers led by 
Elliott leads to a cleanup of all the 
cro.ks, the judge and the Lt. Gov. 
Several gunfights and hand-to-hand 
slugfests enliven proceedings 
hroughout. 

Osbourne, as the crooked judge, 
shares honors with Elliott. Charles 
King, not the musical comedy star, 
is likable as Kaintuck and Charles 
Whittaker and Paul Everton satis- 
factory in their parts. Veda Ann 
Borg had nothing to do except look 
pretty. 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 

The stirring documentary that ac- 
companied Maxim's idealogical awak- 
ening of several years ago, as filmed 
in the first of a series marking the 
Soviet’s proletarian rise, has been 
followed by another, but less moving, 
story of the dark, early days of 
Marxism in Red Square. 

In setting up the figure of Maxim, 
as the common, characteristic de- 
nominator of the Soviet worker, the 
series has traced his rise, from the 
first film, in which he nurtured the 
first storms of resentment against the 
Czarist regime; the second, in which 
his new proletarian ideal is attain- 
ing greater stature, and now, the 
third, ‘New Horizons,’ where he ex- 








less affluent days, is Natasha, who, 
too, has acquired position. Though 
a woman, domesticity has no place 
in her agenda; she handles a man’s 
job, that of chairman of the Vyborg 
District Soviet in Petrograd. 


Boris Chirkov is Maxim, while 
Vera Kilbardina portrays Natasha; 
both handle their roles well. Rest 


of the cast, too, is distinguished, 
while the direction of Gregory Koz- 
intsev and Leonid Trauberg, whose 
direction of ‘The Youth of Maxim,’ 
won for their studio the Order of 
Lenin, is satisfactory. Camera, how- 
ever, is faulty, particularly on the 
crowd scenes, while the story borders 
too closely on the earlier films in the 
series. The score by Dmitri Shosta- 
kovich is adequate. 


ENTENTE CORDIALE 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, May 6. 


Flora Films release of Max Glass produc- 
tion. Stars Victor Francen; features Gaby 


Morlay, Andre Lefaur, Plerre Richard 
Willm, Bernard Lancret, Jeanine Darcey. 
Directed by Marcel l'Herbier. Original, 
Andre Maurois’s ‘Edward VII and_his 
Times’; scenario, Steve Passeur and Max 
Glass; dialog, Abel Hermant; costumes, 
Roris Bilinsky; music, Daruis Milhaud; 
camera, Ted Pahle, Marc Fossard. At the 
Marignan, Paris. Running times: 95 
MINS, 

Edouard VIT......csseceeees Victor Francen 
Queen Victoria......ceee.-ss: Gaby Morlay 
Lord Clayton... ..ccccocsesssel Andre Lefaur 
Lady Clayton.............Marcelle Praince 
Sylvia Clayton....c.eessseeee Jeanine Darcey 
Deputy Roussel........... Jacques Gretillat 
Captain Roussel...... Pierre Richard Willm 
Jean Roussel......+-ee+e05 Bernard Lancret 
Queen Alexandra........++6/ Arlette Marchal 
Lord Kitchener.........+++8:-- Jean Galland 
Joseph Chamberlain...........++ Jean a’Yad 
Lord Salishbury........cccccees Jean Toulout 
President Loubet........+.+++- Jean Perrier 
Theophile Delcasse........-.+> Jean Worms 
Clemenceau........scceces Jacques Baumer 
The Prince Consort....... Jacques Catelain 
Paul COMDBOR, ..cccccccscsssccesccens Zizani 
Lord Balfour.......-.++eee8+4 Andre Roanne 
Russian Ambassador....... .- Aime Clariond 
German Ambassador................-Selgner 


The Actresses..Juny Astor, Ginette Gaubert 
Marjorie, Lady of Honor to the Queen 


Carine Nelson 
Music Hall Star.......cccecerees Nita Raya 
CoachMan .... csccccseceeeerreseres Dorville 
Maitre d'Hotel.......-++eee0++ Abel Tarride 
Journalist.....cecececeeeesees Pierre Labry 
Secretary ..ccccccccceccccscessesesss Gildes 
(rere rr ry rrrrrr rr Brochard 
CORCURERO 6c 6s 5060 0 0crecsesccccceces eumOee 





‘Entente Cordiaie,’ as one of the 
most outstanding productions of its 
type ever made in this country, is set 
for some excellent returns in France 
and should also go over abroad. 

This spectacle traces the relations 
between England and France from 
the time of the Fashoda incident, 
when they were straining at the 
breaking point, to the present day, 
with personalization handied inter- 
estingly. A glimpse of Victoria at the 
end of her reign nicely contrasts the 
official regard that England held for 
France during her times and that 
which followed under Edward VII, 
who brought about the consumma- 
tion of the ‘entente’ that exists today 
between the two democracies. 

France is shown’ withdrawing 
from Fashoda under the orders of 
Delceasse, Prime Minister, to avoid a 
war much more gracefully than his- 
tory records. But for the purposes 
for which this film was produced, 
the situation is treated deftly 
enough. More emphasis is placed on 
Edward’s official visit to France, 
which he did against the advice of 
his government because relations be- 
tween the two countries at that itme 
were particularly strained, and the 
return visit of President Loubet to 
London, to show the birth of the 





‘entente’ in the best light. At no 
time is it allowed to be forgotten 
that the amicable relations between 
the two countries is more necessary 
today than it was in those days. 


Scenes in the private lives of the 
British sovereigns, as well as the 
grandiose official functions which 
helped place the seal on the agree- 
ment are convincingly handled, but 
always with an eye toward propa- 
ganda. 


While all the acting is commend- 
able, Victor Francen carries most of 
the picture. Represented as the 
most human and understanding of 
men, Francen, as the king, makes the 
most of the part. Andre Lefaur, as 
Lord Clayton, companion of the 
ruler, is aiso effective as is Jean 
Perier, who makes President Loubet 
a lovable, understanding old man. 
Jean d’Yd, as Joseph Chamberlain, 





misses the reservedness of an Eng- 
lish prime minister but Jean Worms, 
as his French counterpart, makes the 
most of what is offered him. Jean 
Galland as Kitchener and Pierre 
Richard Willm, as Captain Roussel, 
are also believable. Bernard Lan- 
cret, as the brother of Captain Rous- 
sel, and in love with Jeanine Darcey, 
as daughter of Lord Clayton, does 
not always click but Miss Darcey 
again indicates she will be one of 
the future name actresses in France. 
Gaby Morlay, while making only a 
short appearance. does justice to 
Queen Victoria as she has already 
done on the stage. Remainder of 
the cast is generally well chosen. 


Costuming and sets are commend- 





able while direction and camera are 
thorough. Hugo. 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 6. 


Grand National release of Grafton Proe 
duction. Features Syd Walker, Ben Lyon, 
Directed by Fred Zelnik. Screenplay, Laue 
rence Huntington; from stage play by Alee 





Coppel; camera, Bryan Langley. At Cam- 
bridge, London. Running time, 89 MINS, 
Det. Inspector Davidson........S5yd Walker 
Bernard Froy..... Terr vrercrec yt Ben Lyon 
Detective Raines........Terence de Marney 
Renae la Lume...cecccsccesss Barbara Blair 
Lord Sorrington wecoseee----Athole Stewart 
Louise RogersS.,.ececees-Antoinette Cellier 
Count Mattoni...ceccse....--Lesiie Perrins 
Diamond ....ccees QC eerecreces David Burns 
POWY .cccccces eee eceeses Kathleen Harrison 
Mullet ..ccccces eeseoeeescoce Ronald Shiner 
POMMGON 2c ccccsnseceesnecced Aubrey Mallalieu 





Scotland Yard can hardly be flat- 
tered at seeing the way it’s supposed 
to solve crimes, according to the 
routine employed in this film. In 
spite of this, after a casual start, the 


story warms up and becomes ex- 
citing and entertaining. It should 


hold its own as a second feature in 
most houses. 

An inspector has reuched his last 
day’s work at Scotland Yard, intend- 
ing to catch an early train for the 
country and fulfill his ambitions to 
rear chickens. Assisted by a young 
cop, he’s called in on a murder and 
gets involved in a case which, de- 
spite his experience, becomes more 
complex as it unfolds. 

Three people confess to the killing 
of an Italian count, each giving con- 


flicting stories and motives. none of 
which coincides with police evi- 
dence. Actually, it’s a plot by the 


three to lay various clues and in- 
criminating evidence to cover the 
actual deed done by one of them 
who had drawn the fatal card for 
the purpose. Lord Sorrington had 
wished the count’s death, as the for- 
eigner had married and maltreated 
his daughter; Bernard Froy loved 
the girl, was intent on revenge and 
winning her for himself; Mullet, a 
porter, had insisted on taking his 
chance on the job as Sorrington had 
saved his life during the war. All 
three are confounded when the girl 
herself, who had been living in the 
place unknown to them, comes for- 
ward and insists she killed }'™. 
Ben Lyon has a medioc-e role as 
the avenging lover, Syd Walker 
gives a good character study of the 
retiring sleuth, and David Burns has 
one of his best screen roles as a 
salesman. Antoinette Collier has 
scant opportunity in her brief role 
as the daughter and Barbara Blair 
tries hard to be a glamorous cutie. 
Terence de Marney has a thankless 
part as the young policeman. Minor 
characters are all excellent. Clem. 


VARIETE CSILLAGAI 


(‘Stars of Variete’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 


Budapest, May 4. 
Ufa release of Pictura production, DtI- 
rected by Joseph Baky. Screenplay, Thea 
von Harbou, adapted from Georg Fraser's 











novel; Hungarian version, Attila Orbok; 
camera, I. Eiben; dances, Anthony Nelle; 
music, G. Hentzschel, At Urania, Decst 
and Atrium theatres, Budapest. Running 
time, 80 MINS. 

Carrey .. eYTUTT TTT Te Paul Javor 
Keats ... eccccccce--- Antal Pager 
Sylvia . ecccccccecs--- bella Bordy 
Gloria .. Cocvccccccces- Lita Szeleczky 
MODs 6580009000000000680060+ ss ras Simor 
CIOWN ccccvecscccccecee...- Zoltan Varkonyl 





The most expensive picture pro- 
duced locally so far does not quite 
come up to expectations. Done 
simultaneously in German and Hun- 
garian, it bears the marks of a cer- 
tain Teutonic heaviness. 

_Backstage story deais with the 
rivalry of Carrey, master marks- 
man, and Keats, famous magician. 
Carrey’s partner is Keats’ ex-wife, 
Sylvia. When Carrey shoots her ac- 
cidentally, Keats accus.: him of in- 
tended murder until it is revealed 
that Sylvia herself smuggled real 
cartridges into Carrey’s stage 
weapon because she wanted to die. 
She recovers and returns to her 
erstwhile husband while Carrey 
finds a new partner in Alice, mem- 
ber of a dance team. 

Bella Bordy as well as Z ta Szelec- 
zky are far better this time than 
the female stars of the average Hun- 
garian film, and Antal Pager again 
gives a fine performance as the 
jealous magician-husband. Jacobi. 


COUPS DE FEU 


(‘Gunshot’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 5. 

R. A. C. release of Rex production. Di- 
rected by Rene Barberis. Original, A. 
Pouchkine; scenario, Juttke and Com- 
paneez; dialog, Benno Vigny; camera, 
Isnard and Maillo!s, At the Marivaux, 
Paris, 

Cast: Mireille Balin, Raymond Rouleau, 
Aime Clariond, Ginette Leclerc, Talazac, 
Pierre Nay. Running time, 96 MINS. 








‘Coups de Feu’ is due for mod- 
erately good returns here but abroad 
its chances are negative. Yarn draws 
little attention as a remake possi- 
bility but does contain some good 
psychological slants on the workings 
of an Asiatic mind. 

Aime Clariond is the commander 
of a cavalry Ee in Austrian Silesia, 
in love with Ginette Leclerc, his mis- 
tress, whom he ultimately intends to 
marry. However he must keep her 
in the background until that day. 
Raymond Rouleau is a young lieu- 
tenant who thinks more of wine and 
women than he does his position at 
the post. He’s befriended by Clariond, 
who pays his debts when they be- 
come too pressing. Leclerc is his 





(Continued on page 17) 





























—_ 


Wednesday, May 


17, 1939 








ec 


(Issue of May 10; 1939) 


VARIETY 


























stingy ipee 





wey MME EEE: eg oie 















LPM 


ae 
SE 





pe) 














16 VARIETY 











PICTURES 








SEE UA SELLING! 
AWAYFROMR.C. 
MUSIC HALL 


} 


Complete break between Radio 
City Musie Hall, New York, and 
United Artists is expected when the 
*39-40 season starts in August. UA 
sales department figures to sell away 
from the Hall and split product be- 
tween the Rivoli and Globe as soon | 
as remaining pictures are played off 
by the Hall on the ’38-39 commit- 
ment. 

While both organizations appear 
outwardly unconcerned, the ‘Wuth- 
ering Heights’ postponement and 
withdrawal from the Music Hall is 
said to have led to a determined 





stand by Murray Silverstone, UA 
general manager. 
Music Hall expects to play a#/| 


greater number of RKO pictures next | 
season to make up for loss of the UA 
product; at least four from Warners | 
and an increased number of inde- 
pendent films from Columbia and 
Universal. It is not an impossibility, 
either, that developments now under 
way between RKO-Radio and Sam- 
uel Goldwyn Prods. may result in 
latter’s pictures also getting New 
York first-run at the Hall next year, 
despite the fact that it was Gold- 
wyn’s picture that precipitated the 
break. This depends, of course, on 
whether Goldwyn severs all affilia- 
tions with UA before the year is out, 
and also on the success of George J. 
Schaefer's efforts to tie up the Gold- 
wyn unit for a series of pictures for 
RKO distribution. 


RKO’S $388,822 NET 
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS 


Net profit of RKO Corp. and sub- 
sidiaries for the first quarter of 1939, 
ended April 1, was $388,822. RKO 
Trustees’ Report of May 11 indi- 
cates that this showing occurred 
after provision was made for all 
charges, including interest accrual 
on notes, debentures and extended 
gold notes of the parent company, 
but before providing for interest on 
preferred stock of Keith-Albee- 
Orvheum Corp. 

This 13-week report compares with 
a net loss of $53,205 for the same 
period in 1938. Reason for first 
quarter jumping to the black was 
attributed to better business result- 
ing from output of improved pic- 
tures. Company’s fixed indebted- 
ness was reduced during the six 
months’ period from July to Decem- 
ber by $610,776 and interest on in- 
debtedness was paid amounting to 
$550,228. 

Report also indicates RKO Radio 
Studio was operating on a profitable 
basis for the first quarter of 1939, 
aside from interest charges on 
$17,000,000 owed the parent com- 
peny. This latter obligation will be 
wiped out after reorganization. 

Con. Film’s 25c Divvy 

The board of directors of Con- 
solidated Film Industries, which 
handles majority of printing for pic- 
ture companies in the east, declared 
a dividend of 25c on the preferred 
siock at a meeting Monday (15). It 
is payable July 1 to holders of rec- 
ord June 15. 

Roxy Theatre, Inc., declared a 
quarterly dividend of 3714c. per share 
on outstanding preferred stock last 
week, thereby maintaining a con- 
tinuous cash distribution record. 
Divvy is payable June 1 to stock- 
holders on record May 18. 


Par Golf Tournament 
Tomorrow (Thursday) 


Large turnout is looked for to- 
m>rrow (Thurs.) for the golf tourna- 
ment Paramount is holding on the 
Adoloh Zukor estate at New City, 

- N. Y., with Zukor himself heading 
th> list of Parites who will attend. 

J. E. McDermott, Par executive 
who is in charge of all arrange- 
mons, declares that reservations for 
the tournament look above last 
year’s, which was held at the Rye 
(N. Y¥.) Country Club. G. Clyde 
Somers, in charge of the Par News 
lab and David Cassidy of Mc- 
Dermott’s department at the home 
office, are assisting in handling the 
affair. 

Instead of a flat sum to cover play, 
the only cost to those attending the 
tournament will be $1 caddy fees and 
$1 for luncheon, 
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FILM BOOKING CHART § ST. 100, MEXICO 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 


Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in VaRIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, INC. 
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T. Min.—Running Time in Minutes 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy;: CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama;: Mu—Masical ‘ 
















































































































































































WEEK Rev. | : R. 
OF in TITLE TYPE | Co. | TALENT J 
RELEASE Var. —_ 
3/3/39 9/7 PY MALION Cc M-G L. Howard-W. Hiller 96 
: 4/12 | MYSTERY OF MR. WONG M | Mono | B. Karloff-D. Tree 69 
2/8 CAFE SOCIETY RD Par M. Carrell-F. MacMurray 88 
3/8 I WAS A CONVICT M Rep B. McLane-B. Roberts 62 
3/1 TWELVE CROWDED HOURS M RKO R. Dix-L. Ball-J. Aldridge 63 
2/15 | WIFE, HUSBAND, FRIEND D 20th L. Young-W. Baxter 79 
2/8 STAGECOACH D UA C. Trevor-J. Wayne 95 
3/29 | RISKY BUSINESS M U G. Murphy-D. Kent 66 
3/8 SECRET SERVICE AIR M |_ WB _/| BR. Regan-J. Mitel | _ Ge 
3/10/39 3/8 BLONDIE MEETS BOSS Cc | Col P. Singleton-A. Lake 75 
Be tee 3/8 ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 D | M-G | J. Crawford-J. Stewart 81 
3/29 MYSTERY PLANE A Meno J. Trent-P. A. Young 60 
9/30 | THE BEACHCOMBER D Par C. Laughton-E, Lanchester 86 
4/12 | ROUGH RIDERS ROUND-UP A | Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 55 
3/1 SAINT STRIKES BACK D | RKO G. Sanders-N. Hamilton 64 
4/19 | INSIDE STORY D | 20th M. Whalen-J. Rogers 61 
10/5/38 | PRISON WITHOUT BARS M UA C. Luchaire-E. Best 68 
3/1 SPIRIT OF CULVER D U J. Cooper-F. Bartholomew 89 
3/15 | THE OKLAHOMA KID M WB | J. Cagney-R. Lane _ 80 
3717/39 3/22 | LONE STAR PIONEER Ww Col Bill Elliott 56 
} / 4/12 WITHIN THE LAW M M-G R. Hussel-J. King-P. Kelly 65 
3/22 KING OF CHINATOWN M Par A. M. Wong-A. Tamiroff 56 
2/22 | LITTLE PRINCESS D 20th S. Temple-A. Devine 93 
3/29 MYSTERY WHITE ROOM M U B. Cabot-H. Mack 58 
4/5 ADV. OF JANE ARDEN M WB R. Towne-W. Gargan __ _ 58 
3/94/39 3/1 \ HISPERING ENEMIES D Col | J. Holt-D. Costello 6z 
{ @S, 3/22 | SERGEANT MADDEN D M-G | W. Beery-A. Curtis-T. Brown 78 
4/5 TRIGGER SMITH W | Meno | Jack Randall 51 
3/15 | MIDNIGHT C | Par C. Colbert-D. Ameche 92 
3/8 MY WIFE’S RELATIVES C | Rep J. L. and R. Gleason 63 
3/8 THE FLYING IRISHMAN D | RKO | D. Corrigan-A. Appleby 73 
TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN W | RKO | G. O’Brien-I. Keith 60 
11/30 | EVERYBODY’S BABY C | 20th J. Prouty-R. Gleason 61 
3/22 | THREE SMART GIRLS Mu | U D. Durbin-C. Winninger 87 
3/8 BLACKWELL’S ISLAND D | WB _| J. Garfield-R. Lane oe 
3731799 | 3/8 L..DY AND THE MOB C Col F. Bainter-I. Lupino 65 
3/31/ 4/19 | ROMANCE OF REDWOODS D Col C. Bickford-J. Parker 68 
4/5 SOCIETY LAWYER D M-G W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-Carrillo 77 
3/22 SUDDEN MONEY Cc Par C. Ruggles-M. Rambeau 60 
SILVER ON SAGE Ww Par W. Boyd-R. Rogers 66 
3/22 | ALMOST A GENTLEMAN D | RKO | J. Ellison-H. Wood 64 
MEXICALI ROSE Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
3/29 | HOUND OF BASKERVILLES M 20th R. Green-W. Barrie 78 
4/12 | FAMILY NEXT DOOR U U H. Herbert-J. Hodges 60 
3/29 | ON TRIAL M WB M. Lindsay-J. Litel _ 62 
4/7/39 4/5 BROADWAY SERENADE Mu M-G J. MacDonald-L. Ayres 111 
4/19 | UNDERCOVER AGENT M | Mone | S, Dean-R. Gleason 65 
3/22 | ’'M FROM MISSOURI Cc Par Bob Burns-G. George 717 
3/15 | LOVE AFFAIR D | RKO | I. Dunne-C. Boyer 87 
3/22 | MR. MOTO IN DANGER ISLAND M 20th P. Lorre-J. Hersholt 70 
4/12 | EAST SIDE OF HEAVEN Mu U B. Crosby-J. Blondell 90 
3/29 | WUTHERING HEIGHTS D UA M. Oberon-L. Oliver 103 
4/12_| DODGE CITY O | WB || E. Flynn-O. de Haviland 100 
4/14/39 FIRST OFFENDERS M Col W. Abel-B. Roberts 
4/14/39 4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS Ww | M-G D. O’Keefe-F. Rice-R. Johnson 70 
4/19 | STREETS OF N. Y. M | Mono | Jackie Cooper 73 
4/5 DRUMMOND’S SEC’T POLICE ™M Par J. Howard-Heather Angel 55 
3/8 NEVER SAY DIE Cc Par M, Raye-B. Hope-E. Cossart 80 
4/5 THEY MADE HER SPY D | RKO | S. EFilers-A. Lane 67 
4/5 THE NIGHT RI JERS w Rep J. Wayne-R. Rogers 62 
4/5 ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL D | 20th D. Ameche-L. Young-Fonda 97 
WOMEN IN THE WIN M |_WB K. Francis-W. Gargan 
4/21/39 4/19 | THY HARDYS RIDE HIGH C | M-G |"M. Rooney-l. Stone-F. Holden 80 
WANTED BY SCOTLAND YARD M | Mono | J. steyenson-B. Lynne 
4/12 | BACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D Par W. Ford-A. MacMahon 81 
5/10 | FEXER DUGAN C | RKO | 1, Tracy-P. Shannon 68 
4/12 | FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS Ww Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 58 
4/5 WINNER TAKES ALL Cc 20th T. Martin-G. Stua ¢ 61 
INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D | 20th | G, Harker-A. Sim-H. Williams 
3/15 | ZENOBIA Cc | UA | 0, Hardy-H. Langdon-B, Burke 1 
4/26 BIG TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 
_3/15_| DARK VICTORY D | WB | B. Davis-G. Brent 105 
OKLAHOMA TRAIL Ww = 
4/28/38 CALLING DR. KILDARE Shae |e pt fy tn - 
4/12 LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY D Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert . 
5/3 | BLUE MONTANA SKIES W | pee | G Antey-S. Barectte > 
4/5 VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F. Astaire-G. Rogers > 
5/10 | THE ROOKIE COP M | RKO | K. Holt-J. Shaw-V. Weidler $0 
4/26 RETURN OF CISCO KID D 20th W. Baxter-L. Bari 
FOR LOVE OR MONEY D U 5. Lang-R. Kent 70 
1/25 | CAN’T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M WB H. Bogart-G. Palge-B. Halop 4 
5/5/39 ss -| a M |“Col |~D. Costello-M. Whalen —- 
5/3 LUCKY NIGHT cD M-G M. Loy-R. Tayler-J. Aller 80 
UNION PACIFIC D Par B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 
5/10 SORORITY HOUSE Cc RKO A. Shirley-J. Ellise 
5/17 CHASING DANGER cD 20th r Foster-L ‘Bari-W. Vernon = 
4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS D | “y s Gaseel, Themes ad 
; 5/3 | CONFESSIONS OF NAZISPY  D | ws | £’G Rebinson-F. Lederer ain 
5/12, 39 4/26 | BLIND ALLEY D Col C. Merris-Bellamy-Dvorak “~ - 
TELL NO TALES D | M-G | M. Douglas-L. Piet 
DOWN WYOMING TRAIL W | Mone | Tex Ritter 
THREE TEXAS STEERS W | Rep | Three Mesquiteers 63 
PANAMA LADY M | RKO | L. Ball-A. Lane 
5/10 | ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 20th | T. Pewer_A. Faye-A. Jolson 
TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR C | ws | G Farrell-B. MacLane ad 
5/19/39 5/17 | IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD CD |~M-G | ~G. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee re 
WOLF CALL D | Mone | Movita-J. Carroll 
5/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I. Miranda-R. Milland 
4/12 | MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep | R. Dix-G. Patrick 78 
SOUTHWARD, HO! W | Rep | RB. Rogers-M. Hart 96 
; oo ain C | 20th | J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 70 
5/17 X-CHAMP cD U V. MeLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray 2 
SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc | ws M. Wilsen-J. Davis 
‘x OR ag 5/17 | ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS D Cel | ~3- Arthur-C. Grant age 
6 /ae/s9 BRIDAL SUITE CD | M-G | Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke ” 
UNMARRIED CD | Par | B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 
STOLEN LIFE » Par E. Bergner-W. wa- ion 
THE ZERO HOUR M Rep F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 
THE DOVE D RKO S. Duna-T. Helt 
| THE GORILLA Cc 6th | Ritz Bros.-A. Louise 
SUN NEVER SETS D U B. Rathbone-V. Fields 
5/10 | CAFTAIN FURY D UA B. Aherne-V. McLagien 91 
6/2/39 | TRAPPED IN THE SKY M Cel J. Holt-K. De Mille 
[%, 6,600 ENEMIES D M-G | W. Pidgeon-R. Johnsen 
ACROSS THE PLAINS w Mono Jack Randall 
GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G. Allen-W. William 
GIRL FROM MEXICO cD RKO Lupe Velez-D. Woods 
JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington 
INSIDE INF RMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H. Carey 
iat MAN WHO DARED D WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan 
6/9/39 | ARESORA COWBOY on hI | c. Starrett-I. Meredith i Be 
- . Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Par L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Logan 
SAINT IN LONDON M RKO | G. Canders-S. Gray | 
8.0.8.—TIDAL WAVE M Re B. Cabot-R. Byrd 
YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 2 H. Fonda-A. Brady-M. Weaver 
THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hedges-A. Whalen 
JUAREZ D wB P. Mani-B. Davis-B. Ahern 








LEAD IN NEW 
BUILDING 


St. Louis, May 16. 





Construction begun on theatre in 
Maryville, Mo., owned by Clarence 
E. Cook; 800-seater. 

Harry Pace, West Union, Ia., im- 


proving his theatre in Audubon, Ia, 

Harry Schwartz, Paris, Ky., owner 
of Opera House, plans another, a 
450-seater in same town. 

The Boulevard Frontage Co. St. 
Louis, which is promoting the 
$7,000,000 Hampton Village project 
in southwest St. Louis, has included 
a 2,000-seat nabe in the plans. 

Fanchon & Marco plans to im- 
prove the following houses in the 
St. Louis Amus. Co. chain: Pageant, 
Grand-Florissant, Maffitt and Tivoli. 

Harry Tanner, Pana, Ill., has given 
the go-ahead for a new 1,000-seater. 

Jack Bouma, manager of Rialto, 
Pocohontas, Ia., building new 450- 
seater in Pocohontas. 

The Princess, Harriman, Tenn., de- 
stroyed by fire last February at a 
$50,000 loss will be rebuilt by the 
Princess Amus. Co., Nashville. 

Labor Day is the time set for the 
opening of the new Hippodrome, 
1,200-seater, Herrin, Ill. Being con- 
structed for John Marlow to re- 
place one destroyed by fire last win- 
ter. 

Theodore Coleman, Mt. Carmel, 
Ill., awarded contract for reconstruc- 
tion of his American, recently de- 
stroyed by fire, to Jeff Bros., gen- 
eral contractors, Fairfield, Il. 





Mexico’s 11 New Ones 


Mexico City, May 16. 

Building of 11 cinemas is to be 
started here and in the provinces by 
the end of this month, with all to be 
opened early in 1940. Total cost is 
estimated to be $2,000,000. 

Three of the provincial houses are 
to be erected by William Oscar Jen- 
kins, an American, who made his 
ja@k in the sugar biz here. His the- 
atres, seating from 3,500 to 5,000 each, 
are to be in Tampico, Oaxaca City 
and Toluca. Jenkins, in a combo 
with Mexican exhibitors, is already 
building six cinemas in the prov- 
inces. They are to open during the 
summer. 

Emilio Azcarraza, owner of the 
swank Cine Teatro Alameda here, is 
to put up five theatres, from 2,000 to 
5,500 seaters, in this city. Fernando 
Garcia, who runs a local circuit, is 
to build two 4,000-seaters, one of 
which is to be after the style of 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre in Los 
Angeles. Samuel and Oscar Granat, 
pioneer cinemamen here, who ope- 
rate a 14-house circuit, are to erect 
a 6,000-seater here. 





Kaplan Back As Exhib 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Sam Kaplan is re-entering ex- 
hibition in Santa Barbara, remodel- 
ing a store building into a theatre to 
be opened early in June. A few 
years ago Kaplan sold his Santa Bar- 
bara film house holdings to Warner 
Bros. 





Goldman’s New 750-Seater 
Philadelphia, May 16. 

William Goldman theatre circuit 
will erect a new 750-seater in Chest- 
nut Hill section of Philly shortly. 
Plans call for wide-space seating and 
parking facilities on the theatre 
grounds, which covers 70,000 square 
feet. Goldman operates the News, 
Band Box, Termina] and 56th St. in 
Philly and others through eastern 
Pennsy. 

Injunction proceedings against pro- 
posed erection of a house in the Mt. 
Airy sector were dismissed last 
Thursday by Judge Otto R. Heilig- 
man in Common Pleas court. Frank 
B. Todd, Jr., resident on an opposite 
corner, contended an ordinance per- 
mitting the project was unconstitu- 
tional and that incidental auto park- 
ing would be a nuisance. His pleas 
were dismissed. Abe Sablosky, part 
owner of the Arcadia theatre, will 
go ahead with the construction. 


Protection for Labs 


Sacramento, May 16. 

Senate passed Lyons bill, giving 
film laboratories a lien on all stills 
and motion pictures until process 
work is paid for. 

Measure provides public auction 
sale, after two-week notice, of any 
film indebted for process work. 
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Theatre Biz Near N. Y. Fairgrounds 
Bad, Expo Blamed; 


Protective Notices 





Not only will a lot of independ- 
ently-operated houses in the Greater 
New York area be forced to close 


down this summer unless there is al 


pickup in business, according to indie | 





ing process this week by serving 
two weeks’ notice on employees of 
two downtown houses, the Aldine 
and Keith’s. Neither is air-con- 
ditioned. Aldine customarily veils 


exhibitors, but large chains such as| during the summer, but Keith’s has 


RKO and Loew’s may have to| 
shutter more theatres than ever in 
the past. Over the Loew circuit, it is | 
understood, business is satisfactory | 
in other parts of the country but! 


off in New York. This is also true | 


of RKO. 

Houses nearest to the World’s Fair, | 
in Flushing, Jamaica and other spots | 
have suffered the most since the 
opening of the Whalen show, it is 
declared. Brooklyn is also off. 

The Brandt Bros., operating one of 
the largest indie chains in the Metro- | 
politan N. Y. area, together with | 
other circuits have given two weeks’ 
notice to all help as a protective 
measure in the event sudden closings 
are decided upon. Consolidated 
Amusement chain and others have 
given similar notices, from account. 

Local 306 execs claim that the no- 
tices, principally in Brandt houses, 
are designed as a bargaining ma-| 
neuver. Circuit and the operators’ | 
union have been unable to get to- 
gether on mandatory booth increases 
due last summer. 

One-third of the independent the- 
atres in the New York territory, ap- 
proximately, handed motio: picture 
operators of Local No. 306 and Em- 
pire Operators Union protective two- 
week notices during the past week, 
in anticipation of closing down. 

Outdoor attractions, one of the 
seasonal bugaboos: of p‘’*ture thea- 
tres, is bringing complaints even 
earlier than usual. New York’s 
baseball clubs, particularly Brook- 
lyn, have been taking a considerable 
slice of potential revenue from the- 
ave matinee business. The Brook- 
lyn Dodgers alone corraled 211,000 
people in the past three weeks, and 
exhibitors in that borough breathed 
a sigh of relief when the team took 
to the road last Friday (12). 








-, 
Philly’s Notices 


can 





Philadelphia, May 16. 
Warner Bros. started the shutter-| 


remained open during the past few 


| years, 


With employees on a _ week-to- 


week basis as soon as the notice} 
will de-' 


‘ERIK A BUZAKALASZ 


takes effect, the weather 
termine exact closing dates. Keith’s 
be nailed tight at any time, 
while the Aldine has one more pic- 
ture skedded, ‘Stolen Life’ (Par) 
for Friday (19) and will probably 
bow out at the termination of the 
run. 


Palace in a few weeks will be 
shuttered while the building above it 
is removed to comply with a city 
ordinance that forbids anything over 
top of a theatre. Original order for 
this change at the Palace was issued 
about 20 years ago. Attempt will be 
made to do as much of the work as 
possible while the house remains 
open, Similar job will be under- 
taken shortly at the Family and 333 
Market for the same reason, 





Film Reviews 

















COUPS DE FEU 





(Continued from page 14) 


mistress, like many others, but he 
does not know of her connection 
with Clariond. 

When the latter discovers the re- 
lationship he challenges Rouleau to 
a duel. Rouleau fires his shot in the 
air and Clariond, outraged by the 
breach of dueling etiquette, refuses 
to shoot, but does accept Rouleau’s 
offer to take the shot when and if 
he wishes. Desire for real revenge 
drives Clariond to resign his com- 
mand and search for a girl who can 
anake Rouleau fall in love with her. 
He would thus take his shot at a 
time when Rouleau would be hurt 
most. In Cannes he discovers Mi- 
reille Balin, who plays a Polish 





countess with a bug for gambling. 
Clariond makes her accept his terms 
when he catches her robbing his 
room after a bad night’s play. She 
corners Rouleau, but the unforeseen | 
happens when she falls in love with | 
him and they are married. But | 
Clariond demands his shot when | 
they are honeymooning. They go} 
into the woods for the duel, but! 
Clairond relents and shoots into wa 
air. 

Rouleau is weak, failing to catch 
all the nuances of a dashing young | 
officer. Clariond carries most of the} 
picture, while Miss Balin maintains | 
her standard. Miss T.eclerc is satis- | 


factory. Dialog mostly crisp but 
lighting is sometimes faulty, while} 
the whole film could stand some 
cutting. Hugo. 


———____. 


(‘Ripening Wheat’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Budapest, May 3. 





Kino production and release. Directed by 
Rela Gaal. Script by Attila Orbok. adapted 
from George Ujhazy'’s play; camera K. 
Kurzmayer; music, s, Szlatinay At 
Atrium, City, Kamara theatres, Budapest. | 
Running time, 75 MINS. 

Mra. BeleSnay.cscccccecscccces Sart Fedak 
Andras Ban. .cccccccscessees Attila Petheo | 
EVG cccccccccccesccccsesecccess Maria Eery | 
Betty ..cccee PYUTTTILIT TT .Mitzi Erdetlyi 
IStVAN coccecccs Sb eseveceiee T.aszio Szilassy | 
Limigt ccccccesccccccccccces Las » Per yl 

Sari Fedak, veteran star of the 
Hungarian stage, and still popular | 
with provincial and MHungarian-| 


American audiences, has chose. as} 
a vehicle for herself a fla»%-flapping 
patriotic script which even her per- 
sonal magnetism can't redeem. 

She plays an energetic, tender- 
hearted widow who persistently re- | 
fuses to marry her old suitor be- 
cause she wants to see her children 
safely married before she thinks of 
her own happiness. When they fall 
in love with an English girl and an 
Italian boy, respectively. their pros- 
pective stepfather protests vigor- 
ously against foreigners in the fam- 
ily, and quarrels with th2 woman 
whom he has loved for 20 years. 
The ‘foreigners’ finally prove to him 
that they are good Hungarians at 
heart, and there is a reconciliation 
and three marriages. Jacobi, 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Columbia purchased ‘The Incred- 
ible Mr, Williams,’ by Cy Bartlett. 
William C. White sold ‘A Gentle- 
man of Some Importance’ to Metro. 





Republic bought ‘The Lady From 
New Orleans,’ by Beth Brown. 


Balto’s First Auto Cinema; Exhib = 


Changes, Other Theatre Shifts 





Baltimore, May 16. 


ing unauthorized copy of ‘The Lash 


First local open air auto theatre,| of the Pentenes’ on Dec. 24, 1937; 


the Governor Ritchie, opened this | 


week at Glenburnie, three miles 
south of the Baltimore city line. 
Erected by E. M. Loew, of Boston. 


setup consists of 10 ramps facing an} 
measures | 
60 feet by 40 feet and permits pro-| 
jection rain or moonshine. 


open-face screen. Screen 





Chaloner, N. Y., Sold 
Chaloner 


the Times Sq. zone, sold by Central 
Savings Bank this week to Frances 
Blockreade for consideration of 
225,000. 


Closed at present, house was last | 
operated by William Yost, who re-} 
| linquished his lease after the bank 


was reported to have sold house to 


William M. Girden, realty and thea- } 
for cash above a first | 
| mortgage of $205,000. 


tre broker, 


transfer, bank took back a purchase 
money mortgage of $215,000 running 
for 10 years. 

Theatre will be reopened 
September after alterations 
$40.000 are completed. House 


next 


or Consolidated. 





Hedding’s Promotion 
Indianapolis, May 16. 

A. W. Hedding, assistant manager 
of the vaudfilm Lyric here since 
1933, made manager of the Uptown, 
900-seat deluxe nabe, one of the six 
recently bought by Charles M. Ol- 
son, who also operates the Lyric. 
Dave Thomas will be moved from 
chief of service to assistant at the 
Lyric, and Jack Fox will become 
chief of service. Ted Nicholas con- 
tinues as manager of Lyric. 

Ambassador 1,000-seat house 
downtown, sold; operated as a pic- 
ture theatre for almost 30 years and 
formerly called the Isis. It’s under 
lease at present to Manny Marcus, 
who operates other smaller theatres 
here and the vaudfilm Paramount, 
Fort Wayne. 





Exhib Fined 


Dallas, May 16. 

Pleading guilty to infringing upon 
the copyright of a film, Howard M. 
Goldin, indie exhib, was fined $200 
and drew a year’s susp*nded sen- 
tence and an additional $100 sus- 
pended fine in federal court here 
last week. Goldin admitted show- 


theatre and three-story | 
building, N. Y., above and west of 


In the present | koff and 


costing | 
will | 
probably be operated by the Brandats | 








Jan. 5, 1938, and Jan. 14, 1938, 
Michael J. Levinson holds the copy- 
right, it was said. 

Believed to be the first woman to 
head a film exchange, Bessie Eman- 
uel opened such an office here last 
week. She will handle foreigne- 
mades, accenting the Mexican prode- 
ucts because of large demaud in cere 
tain sections of this state. 

Completely destroyed b~ fire sev- 
eral months ago, Haskell theatre 
here, rebuilt, was opened Wednes- 
day (10). D. A. Dickson manager. 

Kerr's Pool 
Kansas City, May 16. 

Earl Kerr, Missouri and Iowa exe 
h‘bitor, has entered into a partnership 
operating arrangement of the Ca- 
sino theatre in Marshalltown, Ia, 
Three way setup includes Mike Ras- 
Sam Horowitz, partners 
past 27 years, along with Kerr. Ca- 
sino is 700-seater and will continue 
under direct manageme:'t of Ras- 
koff. Three-some is laying plans for 
a new 900-seater to be called the 
Odeon. 

Other Marshalltown bouses, Strand 
and Capitol, are links in the Mort 
Singer circuit. 








What's in a Name? 
Lincoln, May 16. 

Word ‘house manager’ is passe 
here with the Lincoln Theatres Corp. 
(J. H. Cooper). Ed Vaughan, once 
manager of the Nebraska, is now 
director of personnel; M. E. Lofgren 
Stuart, director of publicity; an 
Harold Hellerich, Lincoln, director 
of maintenance. Bob Huffman, in 
the LTC main office, is still referred 
to as ‘city manager,’ however. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 16. 

‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is latest ta 
for ‘The Knight and the Lady’ a 
Warners. 

‘The Man from Montana’ release 
title for ‘Destry Rides Again’ at 
Universal. 

RKO switched from ‘The Dove’ te 
‘The Girl and the Gambler.’ 

‘Numbered Men’ is new handle 
for ‘Escape From Alcatraz’ at Co- 
lumbia. 

‘Old Man Minick’ is release handle 
on ‘Not Wanted’ at Warners. 

‘Hero For a Day’ replaced ‘The 
Old Grad’ at Universal. 


























ALLIED THEATRE OWNERS 
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Have You Got Your Tickets For The Big Dinner Thursday Night, May 25? 








Office Address: 
214 WEST 42d STREET 
New York 

















— 














ae 


ae erty 


inte steal 


18 VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 17, 1939 


Loew's Stockholder 
Suit Called Off By 
Consent; Another On 


Wilmington, May 16. 
Order signed by Chancellor W. w, 





PICTURES 


yourselves, for your own conditions | 


with no contract and a fresh start. | Poo Is Oppose d 


‘Your ballot will be secret as you 
will see by the conditions printed on 
the enclosed slip. Ali -f you are) 

| requested to vote so that the vote! 

may be an expression of your com- | 
bined desires. 

; ‘Our enemies will probably wel- 
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Agents’ Suit Threat 


(Continued from page 5) 




















further make the blanket charge (Continued from page 3) 


that the extras are coerced into stay- | 
ordered the minority leaders /ing in the Guild, and would get out} 
charged that the ballot was not! if they could. : 

come this opportunity to deluge you 


| ‘ 
secret, and that each ballot had been In 1937, tne stars and featured | with propaganda gainst the Guild. 
numbered so the Guild could check layer ere read to risk their e2- | A ‘ . 
a tet eh. ettind timo andl The Guild will conduct no campaign 
reers on a strike, largely for the | to induce you to vote ‘Yes.’ We 


voted. The SAG tops denied this| penefit of the extra Naturally they | : 
. e s . : believe this letter clearly states our 
and authorized members to tear off! go not enjoy hearing themselves de- | pie y 











| delivered for a buying pool by the 
petitioners. 
New York state branch of Allied | 


has not been advised of moves for | : . : 
such a combine, it is understood, and Harrington Monday night (15) dis 


Cohen seriously doubts whether ef- | misses the stockholder action of Ed. 
forts in any such direction wil] carry |gar F. Stiner, Hana W. Goldstein 








: . | pusition. We want it to be your ¢ ape: ‘ . : s we - 

the number listed on ballots. scribed as racketeers and exploiters. | Choice. i see ae ae Cenk ee gg og tigp tee Pcp ng re bem ee — against Loew’s, 
Three extras previously had at-' ‘We think that their willingness to| Guild by all means vote ‘no.’ If | booking combinations himself, Cohen | ae eee wrustees of the 
tempted to enjoin the SAG from | strike should be evidence enough of! you want the Guild vote ‘yes.’ But! takes the view that not only would } Irving Thalberg estate, and 22 other 


conducting a new election in place 


ee 





of the election held April 16 and 
which was voided because a quorum 
of 20% did not participate. 

temporary restraining order 


Wilson. 
In announcing extras would be 
permitted to vote on the question of 


remaining in the Guild, the SAG an- | speaks for itself. 


the average daily wage for all extras | seek for beginners wd $150 per 
Since Guild shop there, week for senior flacks. Flacks would 
have been 524,129 days of employ-| receive $60 the second year, $70 the 
ment through Central Casting Corp., | third year, and $150 thereafter. Pro- 


nounced: 
‘You are requested to vote on the 


sented to the Class B membership: 
‘Do the extras wish to remain in 
the Guild? 
‘Enclosed herewith you will find 
your ballot for the election by mail 
ef 17 members of your Council. 


| er to help the extra. We believe that | 


the genuine desire of the part play- 


ithe securing of wage increases and 


Their | better conditions for extras, the cut- 
was | 


dismissed by Superior Judge Emmet ' eligible to compete for extra jobs 


|'from epproximately 22,500 to 7,587, | 
}and the thousznds of adjustment | Cle;ks Guild, Screen Reader Guild, 
checks collected, is a record which | ani Screen Sct Designers. The SPG 


é . | was $9.15. 
most important question ever pre-| 


The | 


election of April 16, 1939, was in- | 


valid for want of a quorum. This 
election by mail takes its place. 


‘Shall the extras 
Guild? 

‘The board of directors has voted 
that every Class B member in good 
standing (except Class B Part Play- 


remain 


é al | 1936 average. 
‘At the beginning of the ballot you | through the Standing Commiitee we 
will find this question for your vote:| 4.4 be able to secure further im- 
in the|~— j 


ers who can do no extra work) be) 


asked to vote on this question and 


earnestly requests that you do so| 


promptly. Your ballot must be re- 


ceived by the Guild on or before | the exira wents the Guild. 


May 19, 1939. 

‘The reason for the board’s action 
is to settle whether or not the ex- 
tras want to remain in the Guild. 


The board has no doubt that the} 


extras do want to stay in, but we 
ask that you take this opportunity 
to determine the answer by your 
vote. 


Coercion of Extras Charged 


‘From time to time self-appointed 
saviors of the extra player proclaim 
by anonymous letters to the press 
and by other means how badly the 
Guild treats the extras and how 
much better they would treat the 
extras if given the chance. They 











ting down of the number of persons 


Before Guild shop 


for which $5,632,627.78 was paid to 
extras, an average daily wage of 
$10.74, showing an average increase 
of $1.59. The average yearly earn- 
ing of extra players increased ap- 
proximately 78% in 1937 and ap- 
proximately 201% in 1938 above the 
We are confident that 


provements. In our opinion, the 
overwhelming majority of extra 
players are solidly behind the Guild. 

‘But perhaps we ar. mistaken. It 
is conceivable that the majority of 
you prefer some other organization 


or no organization at all. We want 
to know. 
‘The Guild wants the extra only if 


If you 
want the Guild to continue its con- 
tract as it applies to extras, if you 
want the Guild to continue to repre- 
sent you in your dea'ings with the 
producers vote ‘Yes.’ if you want 
to be rid of the Guild as it applies 
to extras vote ‘No.’ 

‘If the majority vote ‘no’ we pledge 
ourselves to take steps to waive the 
conditions of our contract with the 
producers applying to extras, in- 
cluding a waiver of Guild shop for 
extras, reserving only our jurisdic- 
tion over any player who speaks a 
line, plays a part or does a stunt in 
motion pictures. If a majority vote 
‘no’ you will be free to bargain for 

















New York Theatres 



















THERE’S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


THEATRES 
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ary” MUSIC HALL 


ELD OVER 


"ONLY ANGELS 
HAVE WINGS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















With Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL e TO 
SEATS 25 1PM. 


HELD OVER 


“ROSE OF 
WASHINGTON 
SQUARE” 


—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 














HELD OVER 


"WUTHERING 
HEIGHTS" 


UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 


ARTISTS at 49th St. 








Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
TIMES 


PARAMOUNT.0ixk: 


HELD OVER 2nd WEEK 
CECIL B. DeMILLE’S 


“UNION PACIFIC” 


Starring BARBARA STANWYCK 
And JOEL McCREA 


IN PERSON 














RICHARD HIMBER and Band 





Starts Friday, May 19th 
™ From 
KOKOMO” 


A Warner Bros. Picture 
In Person 
RUBY NEWMAN and ORCH, 


STRAND = {yth’st 


47th St. 











THURSDAY 





TODAY Jeanette 





Claudette Colbert ee a 
> © r ‘BROADWAY 
Don Ameche in ’ 
“MIDNIGHT” SERENADE 
in Person In Person 
Ethel Shutta ARTHUR 
Mike Riley TREACHER 








Lew Ayres 
Lionel Barrymore proadway 


“CALLING DR. KILDARE’ 


Coming Thursday 


“It’s A Wonderful World” 
Claudette Colbert - James Stewart 





| 


whichever be your answer, vote. It 
is up to you.’ 
Counter Dealt fer Flacks 
Major studio managers this week | 
wilt submit a counter-proposal to | 


ithe Screen Publicists Guild and re- | 
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i 



























Continuous from 10 a.m. 
B'way ana a8en se °°?- Prices, 25¢ to | p.m. 


ROBERT DONAT in 


“Goodbye Mr. Chips” 


with Greer Garson—An M-G-M Hit! 





new negotiations with the Script 


is demanding a minimum of $50 per 


ducers claim there is too big a differ- 
ential after the third year, and will 
al:o insist that employes be classi- 
fied into groups according to the | 
importance of their assignments. | 
A general mess meeting of So- 

ciety of Motion Picture Film Editors 

has been ordered for Thursdey (18) 

to elect new officers and a board of | 
directors. 


The Central Labor Council is ex- | 
pected to veto request of several film 
unions for charter to permit forma- 
tion of a Hollywood Trades Coun- 
cil. Committee named to discuss the 
situation with the Central Council is | 
composed of William “astle, busi- | 
ness representative of the Studio 
Carpenters, Joseph Tuohy, head of 
Studio Teamsters, and Al Speede, 
business representative of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. 


The Screen Cartoon Guild is the 
first industrial craft to be organized 
in the film industry. The organiza- 
tion is claiming jurisd “tion over all 
employes, clerical workers except- 
ed, in the cartoon department at 
Metre. A petition for certification 
has been filed with the NLRB. 


GRIFFITH PLANS TO 
INVADE NEB. SECTOR 


Lincoln, May 16. 


Griffith Amus. Co., formerly iden- 
tified with Oklahoma, Texas and the 
southwest in theatre operation, is 
dickering to come north and into this 
state in three towns. Deal will in- 
volve about $100,000. 

R. E. Griffith is handling the ne- 
gotiations, it is understood here, 
and will buy the Booth Bros. prop- 
erties in Nebraska City (7,000 
pop.) and Auburn (3,200) and from 
Oscar Johnson in Falls City (7,000 
pop.). 

This is the first appearance for the 
Griffiths on the Nebraska scene. It 
is the second Oklahoma outfit to 
come into the husker state, T. B. 
Noble’s Nebraska Theatres, Inc., hav- 
ing preceded. Other circuits doing 
biz in Nebraska at present are Fox- 
wesco, Tri-State-Par (A. H. Blank), 
Central States-Par (Harry Warren), 
Gibraltar Circuit, and Lincoln Thea- 
tres Corp.-Par (J. H. Cooper). 


MG’s ‘Orleans’ Musical 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Metro is dusting off ‘Old New Or- 
leans,’ shelved months ago, for fall 
production with Ilona Massey in the 
top role. 
Yarn is historical, with music. 














Caesar’s Billing 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Arthur Caesar won the nod from 
the Screen Playwrights arbitration 
committee on his credit protest over 
work for Paramount’s ‘Star Maker.’ 

Arbiters ruled he _ contributed 
more than 25% of script and is en- 
titled to joint credit with Frank 
Butler and Don Hartman. 





Byrd’s New ‘Tracy’ 
Hollywood, May 16. 





Ralph Byrd plays Dick Tracy for 
, the third time in Republic’s cliff- 
hanger, due to rol! June 15, with 
Robert Beche producing. 

Serial is titled ‘Dick Tracy and 
His G-Men’ and deals with foreign 


| bility, 
| independents wide open to the same} 


| ents are commit 
icy of opposing producers and chains | 


' such a plan be a practical impossi- 
bu. that it would leave the 


charges of buying power and oppres- 
sion which form the basis of mest 
complaint against the major pro- 
ducer-distributors owning theatres. 

The fearsome aspect of any buying 
pool of such proportions is the abuse 
of power that would go with it, in 
the opinion of N. Y. Allied’s head. 
He points to the fact that independ- 
ted to a definite pol- 


which unfairly exercise buying or 
other power, yet if the indies them- 
selves built up a film booking com- 


| bination of 2,500 houses, their power 


could be even greater. From an in- 
dustry viewpoint, he believes any 
discussion concerning such a com- 
bine is unwise and that, also, buying 
pools were never a smart idea. 

A total of 2,500 theatres in this 
country would represent a lot of 
playdates and, should such a com- 
bine be built up, would far outstrip 
any chains of the majors against 
which U. S. suits were brought. 

Another danger stressed by Cohen 
is the likelihood that in the event of 
a dispute with a distributor, latter 
getting hurt, he would no doubt be 
encouraged to go out and accum- 
mulate opposition theatres in order 
to get his pictures played as he 
wants them. Reminding that all 
clearance evils gre the result of 
buying power, N. Y. Allied’s presi- 
dent questions what would happen if 
one exhibitor were a member of a 
combine of 2,500 houses, but the 
fellow across the street wasn’t. 
Latter would no doubt stand to lose, 
just the same as he does now against 
producer-chains or large, powerful 
indies, 


Mpls. Conventien Plan 
Minneapolis, May 16. 

Plans now are afoot to organize a 
national film buying circuit com- 
prising at least 2,500 independent 
exhibitors at the Allied States’ na- 
tional convention here June 13-15. 
Those behind it declare it’s ‘a prac- 
tical move’ to bring down film costs 
‘now excessively high in view of 
diminishing boxoffice returns.’ 

The hope is to make it ‘the most 
powerful buying circuit in the 
United States,’ says W. A. Steffes, 
convention chairman. Every inde- 
pendent exhibitor in the country, 
regardless of his organization affilia- 
tion or lack of it, will be invited to 
join, he declares. 


circuits buy deals for all their 
houses, Steffes does not believe that 
distributors can refuse to sell an in- 
dependent buying circuit, such as it 
proposed to form here, At any rate, 
the proposition will be put up to the 
distributing company executives who 
will attend the convention here. 





Okla. Indies Organize 
Oklahoma City, May 16. 

Leaders of the indie organization 
working for a buying pool in this 
state met here last week and shelved 
the pool idea for the time being, in 
order to set up an independent thea- 
atre organization, Allied Theatre 
Owners of Oklahoma, itself of na- 
tional Allied. 

Orville Von Gulker, owner of the 
Roberta, Okeene, was named tem- 
porary chairman of the organization, 
with C. E. Norcross of Seiling, Okla., 
as secretary, and George Sumner, 
head of the Summer Theatre Supply 
Co., as corresponding sec. These 
three are directing a membership 
drive which will seek to bring 100 
indies in the state into the organiza- 
tion within the next three months. 

Another meeting of the organiza- 
tion committee has been set for 
Oklahoma City for some time dur- 
ing the next 30 days and a general 
convention has been called for an 
undecided date in the fall. 

Named to the organization com- 
mittee were Von Gulker, Norcross, 
A. A. Moulder of Sapulpa, John 
Gray of Enid, Mrs. Juanita B. Berry 
of Norman, »nd A. B. Momand of 
Shawnee, 

Col. H. A. Cole of Allied was pres- 
ent and guided the organization 
after its decision to affiliate with his 
group. Dues were set at Ic per seat 








spies in the U. S. 


per month beginning June 1, 


Inasmuch as the numerous theatre | 


|individual defendants. Dismissal 
| Was ordered on agreement of coun- 
Clarence A. Southerland 


| complainants 


sel, for 


and former Senator 
|} Daniel O. Hastings and C. Edward 
|Duffy for defendants. 


Complainants had charged the in- 
dividual defendants had made ex- 
cessive expenditures to the injury 
| of Loew's stockholders. Former 
|Chancellor Josiah O. Wolcott had 
|signed an order directing subpoenas 
be issued for the non-resident de- 
jfendants to appear and had seques- 
ltered 2,000 shares of Loew’s stock 
|held by Louis B. Mayer, Nicholas 
|M. Schenck (1,000 each), Arthur M. 
|Loew (500), and executors of the 
Irving Thalberg estate, 500 shares. 


Attorneys said the chancellor’s 
| order does not affect another chan- 
|cery suit here against most of the 
same defendants brought by Arnold 
Hermann with like charges, and ad- 
ditionally that the organization of 
20th Century-Fox was part of an 
asserted illegal transaciion by the 
defendants individually. The Her- 
mann action is pending. 

Dismissal of the Stiner-Goldstein- 
Susman action automatically releases 
the sequestered stock, which is re- 
stored to the defendants under pro- 
vision of the same order which di- 
rected the subpoenas be issued. Pro- 
vision was for immediate resiora- 
tion in event the suit was dismissed. 
Complainants are bonded to guaran- 
tce the owners against loss by 
change in market value of the shares. 
Sequestration order provided the 
shares could be sold to satisfy any 
decree under the action. 

Defendants besides Loew’s, Inc., 
are: Louis B, Mayer, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Arthur M. Loew, David 
Bernstein, J. Robert Rubin, George 
N. Armsby, Isidor Frey, Leopold 
Friedman, John R. Hazel, Al Licht- 
man, Charles C. Moskowitz, William 
'A. Parker, William A. Phillips, 
David Warfield, Thomas N. Perkins, 
Bernard H. Hyman, Sam Katz, Ede 
gar J. Mannix, Harry Rapf, Ben- 
jamin Thau, L. A. Weingarten, 
Mervyn LeRoy, Hunt Stromberg. 

Edwin J. Loeb, Norma Shearer, 
and Bank of America National Trust 
& Savings Association are defend- 
ants also as executors under the will 
of Irving Thalberg. 








BUFFALO MAP CHANGE 


Par-Shea’s 3 to Indies Shifts the 
First-Run Setup 








The conversion of three Publix- 
Shea houses in Buffalo to independ- 
ent operators shortly, under new 
deals for their acquisition, may im- 
preve the first-run situation in that 
locality for distributors of independ- 
ent pictures. Only indie outlet in 
Buffalo heretofore has been A. C. 
Hayman’s Lafayette in uptown Buff, 
with Publix-Shea in control of all 
other Ist-runs. 

Century was used by Publix-Shea 
as a slough house for first-run 
product. Lease renewal on this house 
as well as the Bailey, Buff, and the 
Riviera at North Tonawanda, N. Y., 
a suburb, was not taken by Publix- 
Shea due to demand for higher 
rental and provision for expensive 
remodeling on the Century, it is 
understood. 

Max Yellen, landlord to Par on the 
three houses, subsequently made 
deals with Nick Dipson of Batavia, 
N. Y., and the Basil Bros., but de- 
clared that he will not take part in 
the operation. Yellen in former 
years operated the Century. Although 
reported that Hayman, owning the 
Lafayette, figured in the swing of 
control of the Century and Bailey, 
Buffalo, plus the North Tonawanda 
house, he denies that he is in any 
way interested. 
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Baseball So Far No Wow in N. Y. 


And Brooklyn Dodgers Seem to Out-Draw New York 


Yankees Among Fans 


Survey conducted by C. E, Hoop- 
er, Inc., indicates that listeners in 
New York have been slow in tak- 
ing to play-by-play baseball broad- 
casts. The check was carried on 
over a pericd of four days and 
showed that set owners are much 
more interested in listening to a run- 
ning account of the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers at play than in following the do- 
ings of the N. Y. Yankees. 


The Hooper co-incidental poll ex- 
tended from 3:50 to 5 p.m. each day. 
An average of 15% were found to be 
at home and listening. Of this pro- 
portion 17% were listening to the 
Dodgers’ game over WOR, Newark, 
and 1.5% over WHN, New York. 
WABC, CBS’ New York key, which 
Was covering the Yankees, account- 
ed for 12.2%. Another 1.2% said 
they were listening to baseball but 
didn’t know the station. The total 
of baseball tuner-inners was 31.9%. 


Poll also disclosed that the audi- 
ence for baseball picks up apprec- 
iably during the final innings of the 
game. The housewives apparently 
break away from their serial habit 
in ample time to pick up just 
enough of the game to make conver- 
sation around the dinner table. 


JACK LATHAM 
LEAVES HILL 


Jack Latham resigned last week 
as president of the American Cigar 
& Cigarette Co. Latham, who has 
been under tremendous nervous and 
physical pressure the past few 
months as a key executive for 
George Washington Hill, has no im- 
mediate plans other than a good 
rest. 

Latham had been in the post for 
about a year, coming over from the 
advertising department of the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co., of which the A. C. 
& C. C. is a subsidiary. He was pre- 
viously spot time buyer for Young 
& Rubicam. 


Mayor-Spieler Reelected 
By Charlotte, N. C., Voters 


Charlotte, N. C., May 16. 


Ben Douglas, special announcer for 
both WBT and WSOC, who handles 
Golden Gloves Boxing broadcasts, 
Welcome Neighbor show, Legion 
baseball, High School boxing and 
other special features at the stations, 
has been re-elected mayor of the 
City of Charlotté for the third con- 
secutive time. Douglas beat his 
nearest opponent two to one. 

Douglas is perhaps the only radio 
announcer who is chief executive of 
his city at the same time. 


Vallee Shakes Coast 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Another departer for the East 
from the radio scene is Rudy Vallee. 
He has washed up his picture com- 
mitment in ‘Second Fiddle’ at 20th- 
Fox and Thursday night (18) dusts 
off his 500th consecutive program 
for Standard Brands. 


J. Walter Thompson agency will 
assign another producer to the show 
as Tony Stanford, its former helms- 
man, is remaining here to work on 
the Kellogg Circle. 


Vallee opens the Hotel Astor Roof 
(N.Y.) season May 23. 























Alice Duer Miller and Ludwig 
Bemelmans will be the guests on this 
Friday night’s (19) ‘Author, Author’ 
program over WOR-Mutual. 


+ 














Genesis of Gags 


Continuity bluepenciler for 
one of the networks has col- 
lected quite a catalog of off- 
color stories for the sole reason 
of being able to identify the 
original version when a comic 
includes a gag that has been put 
through the sapolio process. 

Theory held by this script 
scrutinizer is that the gag is of- 
fensive so long as there is any 
chance of the listener associat- 
ing it with the original account. 


Colby Chester 
For Hollywood 
‘As of Today 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Colby Chester, General Foods 
board chairman, declines to sub- 
scribe to the current notion that so- 
called Hollywood glamour shows are 
wearing a little thin and in danger 
of losing their bankrollers due to 
heavy production costs. As long as 
they do a job of selling they will 
not be disturbed, Chester com- 
mented, adding, however, that this 
opinion applies ‘as of today.’ 

He says there’s no telling what 
will happen three or four months 
hence but as far as he knew there 
is no change of heart by his com- 
pany toward Coast programs. If 
there is a trend away from heavy 
budget shows by big advertisers he 
said he had heard nothing about it. 
However, he amended, radio shows 
are the individual problems of each 
sponsor, 


San Felice Cigar From 
New York’s World’s Fair 
Out of Crosley Exhibit 


WLW, Cincinnati, has San Felice 
Cigar sponsoring a nightly program 
from the New York World’s Fair. It 
will combine sidewalk interviews 
with informative and entertainment 
bits, with the series billed as ‘This 
Is the Fair.” Stanzas will re relayed 
over the Crosley exhibit’s permanent 
lines to Cincy between 10:15 and 
10:30 every night but Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Transamerican Television & Broad- 
casting Corp. agented the San Felice 
contract and is working two more 
similar tieups. 




















Smashes Thea. Equipment 
In Tiff With Broadcaster 


Manitowoc, Wis., May 16. 

Reginald B. Streeter, former an- 
ncuncer of WOMT here, was released 
b. police last Friday (12) after he 
had agreed to pay Francis Kadow, 
manager of the Mikadow theatre, for 
damages to sound equipment he had 
smashed in the theatre. 

Streeter maintained he had some 
salary due from Kadow, who also 
operates WOMT. Opening of the 
theatre was delayed about a half 
hour because of damage to the equip- 
ment. 


Penman Out, Burton Up 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Charles Penman departed KHJ 
and his berth of production manager 
has been scuttled. Jimmy Burton, 
chief of announcing staff, moves up 
as aide to Van Newkirk, program 
director. 

Jaime del Valle takes over the 
other Penman portfolio, that of 
director of television programs. 
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FOR WASHINGTON 
RADIO PROJECTS 


Preparation of Programs and 
Booking of Station Time 
Will Be Systematized Un- 
der Reorganization Move 
Now in Process of Work- 
ing Out 


JEALOUSIES 





Washington, May 16, 

Creation of a centralized Federal 
radio booking service—still under 
wraps for fear of criticism about a 
‘propaganda ministry’ in the U. S.— 
is in progress. Without fanfare, 
President Roosevelt is establishing 
a single outfit which will supervise 


both preparation of programs and 
booking of time (on a gratis basis) 
from existing stations. 


Second move toward this objec- 
tive was taken last week when, using 
power conferred by Congress in the 
Government Reorganization Act, the 
Chief Exec shifted the U. S. Radio 
Service—never officially listed or 
recognized as such—to the still non- 
existent Federal Security Agency. 
First step taken last fall when the 
National Emergency Council, aboi- 
ished last week simultaneous with 
the transfer of its functions to vari- 
ous outfits—was made the ‘clearing 
house’ for Government broadcasters. 


Because’ of Iinterdepartmental 
feuds and personal sensitivity, the 
President did not indicate clearly 
the status of the Radio Service. In 
wiping out the N.E.C., he trans- 
ferred its air-waving work to the 
unit, which will boss relief, social se- 
curity, and health work. From the 
middle of July, radio bunch will 
be technically an offshoot of the 
Office of Education (now an In- 
terior Department bureau) which 
will in turn be one of the subdivi- 
sions of the new Security Agency. 
Though the proclamation did not 
make it apparent, the tail will wag 
the dog and the Radio Service in the 
future will exercise supervision 
over programs—such as ‘Americans 
All—Imigrants All’ and ‘What Price 
America’—now being staged by the 
Interior Department’s press gang. 
(Great jealousy between I.D.’s press- 
radio cell and the Office of Educa- 
tion). 

First Step Last Fall 


Since last fall, wher the initial 
step was made, the N.E.C. has been 
trying to bring order out of kilo- 
cyclic chaos. By pointing out that 
time on the air was lir ited, the New 
Deal unit has cleared up to a consid- 
erable extent the multiple demands 
for the same microphone spot. And 
also has put over the idea that copy 
must be interesting. 

The N.E.C., though it parented the 
recently-launched disc series led off 
by the President, has not touched 
some of the government mainstays. 
Like Agriculture Department’s Farm 
and Home Hour. Resistance to any 
centralized control has been evi- 
denced by some of the alphabetical 
acrobats, like the Federal Housing 
Administration, which has laggarded 
about telling what programs it spon- 
sors, how much cash i. pays, how 
many stations it does biz with, and 
how many hours it obtains. The 
Agricast admittedly puts on the best 
o* the regular government shows 
and, because of the NBC tie-up, is in 


any meddlers. 

From now on, though, the various 
outfits like the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration and the Housing Ad- 
ministration, are expected to get an 
O.K. from the Radio Service before 
either spending money for record- 
ings or tincupping the broadcasters 


shows, will have a seminar in the 
values of showmanship and audience 


appeal. 





With Congress pulling the purse- 


a strong position at present to rebuff | 


for time. And the Office of Educa- 
tion, which has |éen enthusiastic | 
about its own  dramatic-cultural 
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Glenn Snyder’s Angle 





Glenn Snyder, WLS, Chicago, 
while on a visit to New York 
last week, remarked that he 
didn’t think he would attend. the 
July convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast- 
ers in Atlantic City because the 
industry seems to have run out 
of crises, 

He'll change his mind, he 
added, if in the meantime some- 
body revives one of the old is- 
sues and hypos it into some- 
thing even resembling a crisis. 


Hays May Talk 
At NAB Confab: 
Stahlman Set 


Atlantic City convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
in July will probably be addressed 
by Will Hays. Latter has speaking 
dates in San Francisco which, at the 
moment, conflict. He is described 
as anxious to address the broadcast- 
ers, and the latter to have him. Both 
industries are now very preoccupied 
with the theme of ‘self-regulation’ 
as an alternative to having the gov- 
ernment do it. 


James G. Stahlman, publisher of 
the Nashville Banner, who has be- 
come quite sympathetic to an in- 
dustry he once didn’t fancy, is also 
to address the NAB on more or less 
the same subject, but from a differ- 
ent, viz a newspaper publisher’s, 
viewpoint. He sees a new attack on 
private enterprise implicit in radio 
regulation carried to some of the 
suggested extremes. 


A delicate question arises in con- 
nection with the speeches Hays may 
and Stahlman definitely will make. 
It has been proposed that each give 
two talks, one for transmission to 
the public via radio, the other an 
off-the-record talk to delegates only. 
Whether the press would be ad- 
mitted, or excluded, in the latter 
case is undecided apparently. Nor 
is it finally decided to adopt this 
principle, since there is some fear 
that congressional critics might yell 
‘collusion,’ or see something mys- 
terious or conspiratorial. As _ be- 
tween a desire to encourage utmost 
frankness from the speakers and 
getting a dubious press by hemming 
in reporters with the always-un- 
popular ‘you mustn’t tell’ limitation, 
the NAB council is uncertain. 


Kids Late for School 
With Teacher’s Permish; 
Reason: Radio Program 


‘The Family Man,’ morning script 
sustainer on the NBC red (WEAF) 
link, has received call for over 20,- 
000 postal cards carrying a ‘Mother’s 
Day’ inscription. Latter is titled 
‘What Is a Mother?’ 

Teacher from Hamilton, Tex., 
wrote for a batch of these cards that 
she might distribute among the 
school children of the town, ex- 
plaining that her pupils are per- 
mitted to stay home (8:30-8:45) un- 
til the broadcast is over. That gets 
‘em in a little late for the opening 
bell but it’s all right with her. 




















s‘rings tighter, the amount cf gov- 
ernment broadcasting is declining. 
Less cash for both script-writing and 
recording. The Radio Service is sup- 
posed to stretch the available appro- 
priations to their maximum length. 
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N.A.B. Intervenes in Move to Get 
$15,000 Verdict on Jolson Ad Lib 
Reversed: See Bad Precedent 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

National Association of Broadcast- 
ers intervened last Wednesday (10) 
to have set aside the $15,000 damage 
verdict of last October against NBC 
for the now-famous ad-lib remark 
by Al Jolson. It appealed, through 
former Attorney General William A. 
Schnader, to the Pennsy Supreme 
Court, meeting here, to reverse the 
decision rendered in favor of the 
Summit Hotel, Uniontown, Pa. The 
court took the appeal under con- 
sideration. 

Jolson’s disparaging crack ws 
made while interviewing Sam Parks, 
Jr., U. S. Open golf champ, on the 
Shell show. Immediately after di- 
gressing from the script to make the 
remark, Jolson apologized and ex- 
plained it was meant only as a joke. 
Hotel sued, nevertheless. Jolson 
was not a defendant when suit came 
to trial. 

NAB said it was intervening be- 
cause it felt the verdict in favor of 
the hotel to be a threat against the 
entire industry. ‘If the advertiser,’ 
Schnader argued, ‘is of good repu- 
tation and employs talent also of 
good reputation, the broadcaster 
should not be answerable for the 
conduct of the talent, any more than 
the owner of a large auditorium who 
permits a meeting or performance 
to be given in his building.’ 

Schnader told the court that this 
is the first case in the history of ra- 
dio where a network has been held 
responsible for an ad-lib remark 
made without warning by a person 
not an employe of the broadcasting 
company. 


KEN DYKE TOPS 
NEW NBC GROUP 


Kenneth Dyke has become direc- 
tor of national sales promotion fol- 
lowing a reorganization by NBC of 
all its planning groups. Grouped 
together under Dyke’s authority are 
the sales promotion, research and 
sales control divisions. Last setup 
has to do with sales presentations. 

Previous to this realignment re- 
search and sales control was kept 
under the wing of the v.p. in 
charge of sales, while sales promo- 
tion was made part of the publicity 
division. Dyke's prior title was 
eastern sales manager. 


SOCONY AFTER NEWS 


Interested in Six Five-Minute Spots 
Every Day But Sunday 

















Socony is following the steps of 
Esso in tying up the news periods of 
stations within its market range, 
Most of the Socony contracts are for 
six five-minute broadcasts a day 
every day but Sunday when the 
schedule goes to three a day. The 
campaigns will run through Septem- 
ber. 

Station list consists of WOKO, Al- 
bany; WFBL, Syracuse; WNBF, 
Binghamton; WMFF, Pittsburgh; 
WCAU, Pittsburgh. Same account is 
using a sports commentator, Jim 
Britt, on WBEN, Buffalo. 


Wurlitzer in 10 Towns 


Schwimmer & Scott agency has 
spread the Wurlintzer spot programs 
to 10 key cities throughout the coun- 
try. and indications are that this 
amount will be doubled within a few 
weeks. 

Has just okayed a new spread of 
seven-a-week after the play-by-play 
ball game broadcasts on WWJ, De- 
troit, and switched the shows on 
WGAR, Cleveland, from three-a- 
week daytime to four-a-week at 
night. 
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BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS 


(This department is devoted to discussion of types of advertising which, for one reason or an- 
other, usually offer resistance to radio solicitation. Object of series is to stimulate thought and pro- 
voke exchange of ideas. Persons within the radio trade are invited to express themselves, either on 
specific articles by Varrety or on related aspects or suggested themes within the same general frame. 

Variety believes the comments made below by John Shepard, 3rd, president of the Yankee net- 
work, will be of general interest to the industry. They have the special virtue of enunciating the view- 


point of a practical broadcaster, 





not a back-seat driver.) 





By JOHN SHEPARD, 3RD 


In Variety recently, starting 
March 29, 1939, a series of articles 
appeared touching cleverly upon} 
‘types of advertising that, for one 
sistance to radio. In a paragraph | 
preceding these articles, VARIETY ex- | 
pressed itself as follows: ‘The object | 
of this series is to stimulate thought | 
and exchange of ideas. Persons’ 
within the trade are invited to ex-' 


(President, Yankee Network) 


Hospitals. 

Eleemosynary Institutions. 

Scan that list again and realize 
that, while some have dipped into 


its potentialities. What radio needs 
is more specialists, more experienced 
diagnosticians. It is not, of course, 
a panacea for all business ills. There 
ain’t no such animal. On the other 


press themselves, either on specific | hand, there are doubtless thousands 
subjects brought up, or on related|of organizations to whom the right 


aspects overlooked or not covered.’ | 

So, mindful of that invitation, here | 
follows a bit of self-expression for | 
what it is worth. The ariicles were 
ably written and with a certain} 
piquant frankness in their viewpoint 
that saved them from becoming just | 
another lot of dull and rather ob-| 
vious observations, | 


Article Number 1 discussed insur- | 
ance and gave the whys and where- | 
fores constituting conditions that 
make an insurance company nearly | 
inpregnable to successful solicita- | 
tion so far as radio salesmen are con- 
cerned, 


Department stores and their point | 
of view were also pointed out as pre- | 
senting practically unsurmountable 
hurdles to radio men. Also, shoe! 
manufacturers and their veering | 
away from the radio waves was | 
commented upon with sympathy and 
understanding. There was also an- 
other article in this series on ultili- 
ties, calling attention to the fact that 
although about half of the gas and 
electric public utilities are now us- 
ing radio, a check shows that a com- 
bination of budget trouble, press re- 
lations, skepticism and lack of sta- 
tion availability keeps the rest from 
using the medium. 

Radio Still New 


All of these points are well taken 
and many of them should throw 
light upon a multitude who sit in 
darkness, But it should be remem- 
bered that radio is still new, that 
many a conservative soul hesitates 
to adopt anything that is new and 
many another can discover no means 
of adapting this new medium to his 
specific selling psoblems. When our 
grandfathers and grandmothers were 
young, such conditions prevailed re- 
garding newspaper and magazine 
advertising, or, for that matter, ad- 
vertising of any sort. Countless 
thousands, for a long, long time, 
hesitated to use it. 


But, to return to the present day 
and the question of radio broadcast- 
ing, Variety has pointed out insur- 
ance, department stores, shoes and 








utilities as among the bureau of 
missing business in the realm of the 
kilocycles, 
Other advertisers who thus far seem 
to have missed the air, possibly be- 
cause they are afraid that it might 
not result in a happy landing, in- 
clude, generally speaking: 

Banks 

Travel Service. 

Jewelers. 

Transportation Companies (Indus- 
trial and Passenger Service). 

Hotels. 

Resorts. 

Newspapers, 

Magazines. 

Investment Houses. 

Clothing Manufacturers, 

Real Estate. 

Architects—Builders—Contractors. 

Book Publishers—Book Stores. 

Employment Agencies, 

Toy Manufacturers. 


kind of a radio program, with the 


right kind of commercial plugs, over 
the right stations, reenforced by the | 


right merchandising aids would 
prove of tremendous value. 


For many of them radio would 


banish the fog of depression, but} 


fear of that which is new to them, 
is‘ holding them back. It is the old, 
old excuse of ‘My business is dif- 
ferent,’ the same old excuse that 
space salesmen for magazines and 
newspapers had to combat in former 
years. As a matter of fact, in 99 
cases out of a 100, no business is so 
different as not to respond to intel- 
ligently planned radio broadcasting. 
Hit or miss methods have tem- 
porarily paralyzed many a prospect, 
just as amateur copy did in the old 
days. What is needed, above all 
things, is radio salesmen who know 
their radio, who recommend the 
right time of day for a specific pur- 
pose, the right talent and the right 
way of securing dealer-cooperation. 


and 
reason or another, usually offer re-|radio broadcasting very lightly, few | 
have attempted a thorough test of | 








Banks and insurance companies will 


pletely as do soaps, soups and tooth- 
paste. 


you are selling people. 
The skilled, experienced radio di- 


|agnostician wil] tell the butcher, the 
| baker, the candlestick maker what 


kind of radio he needs and where 
when. Such a diagnostician is 
worth his weight in gold. There are 
not any too many of them. Some 


|are in advertising agencies, some in 
| radio stations, some constantly trav- 
|eling, selling time on the air. 
;}many an advertising agency has no 
|'such man and to many a radio sta- 
| tior. owner his name is myth, Also, 
‘none of these rare seers of radio 


But, 


broadcasting is infallible. And there, 
undoubtedly, is the rub, the element 
that gives the pause to many an 
ambitious industry. 


In the meantime, more power to | 


VarteTy and _ salutations to the 
‘Bureau of Missing Business.’ 


What Might Be Done 
To Enlist the Missing 


In addition to the points already 
specified, it is difficult to do a good 
radio job without a study of markets 
and market conditions. All well 
regulated radio organizations—net- 
works and agencies, as well as indi- 
vidual stations—have such informa- 
tion always available. It should be 
studied intensively. 

Advertising budgets should be 
justified by analysis of all objec- 
tives. No arguments are valid 
against any medium until that me- 
dium has been adequately tested. 
Often a fair test of radio can be 


| made, and has been made, over a re- 
then be found to benefit as com- | 


stricted area, at extremely low cost. 
You don’t have to throw yourself 


| into the middle of an ocean to find 


After all, whatever you are selling,| out whether you can swim. 


You 
don’t have to start your broadcast- 


'jng over a Coast-to-Coast hook up. 





NO. 7—GARDEN AND FIELD 





Here is an industry which—ac- 
cording to the bare records, at least 
—is not contributing much to radio 
because radio more or less kicked 
it in the slats. Time was when 
there were a few garden and field 
entrepreneurs who took a whack at 


sold $1,800 worth of one-buck piano 
lessons in Chicago in one week via 
a simple transcribed program of his 
own piano-hammering; or the nu- 
mismatic company which not so long 
ago was widely written up for its 
successful ether activities. 





radio (it may be remembered that 
way back when Harry Frankel, bet- 
ter known as Singin’ Sam, got his 
barbershop tenor limbered up in 
Cincinnati for a lawn mower com- 
pany). The rest of the record speaks 
for itself via the figures below, 
which are NBC-CBS combinations: 


1933......ccecccsees $18,922 
1934. ..cccsccccceecs 24,481 
1935... ccsccceee +-. 21,200 
1936. ...cseeees ceeee  oeseee 
1937. ccccccccces eee 5,200 
1938. ..cccesccsecees 2,236 


But since the chains have become 
a happy hunting zround for the big- 
ger and richer industries, the garden 
an’ field boys have slowly been 
ferced out by costs. It is also very 
doubtful whether the station reps, 
noting what was going on, went to 
bat for spots. The records don’t snow 
that, either, 

And yet radio, especially since it 
is becoming more and more spe- 
cialized, should be a fine medium 
for the garden and field crowd, 
which has a specialized little indus- 
try. Seeds and flowers and grass 
are bought for two reasons: (1) 
necessity, and (2) love of puttering. 
The putterers, or hobby lobby, prob- 
ably make up a good portion of the 
city sales. And radio is a good 





Schools. medium for anything having to do 
Colleges. with puttering. Ask the fellow who 
ore ome 











Showmen from all parts 





Variety will hold your mail 


visiting the New York World’s Fair 1939 are cordially 
invited to make use of facilities at Variety’s New York 
office, 154 ‘West 46th street, to which mail may be 
addressed to be called for on arrival. 


of the world who anticipate 


‘o much for the hobby end. From 
the necessity or non-luxury end, 
radio should appeal to the garden 
and field crowd since those new 
rural figures have been’ released. 
That appeal should not merely ex- 
tend to the makers of seeds and fer- 
tilizers, but also penetrate into 
heavier farm industries such as the 
makers of farm equipment—tractors, 
cream separators, milking riachines, 
etc. 

The long and short of the garden 
and field industry appears to be this: 
the networks won't go after it be- 
cause there isn’t enoi gh money in 
it. Hence it’s a bet for the spot in- 
dustry, or that portion of it which is 
smart enough to make a good pres- 
entation. 

Seed manufacturers generally use 
magazines especially devoted to the 
| luxury garden-home putterers, such 
'newspapers as the Sunday New 
York Times, and sometimes the 
covers on almanacs and other sundry 
publications which the would-be 
hobbyist uses for information or 
curiosity. It’s up to radio to figure 
out how to match this circulation 
via apt program appeals. The last 
| network exponent of the garden- 
| field industry ‘(Pacific Guano) used 
|a stanza called ‘Garden Guide’ over 




















on Sunday morning, 





Re: ‘Billy and Betty’ 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 

In the April 26 issue you carried 
a notice of ‘Billy and Petty’ going on 
the air for General Mills. Your story 
stated that Leonardo Bercovici was 
writing the script and that Robert 
Sloane was directing. This is an 
error. 

The facts are: 

Frances Ellis is writing the scripts 
and will continue to do so. Leonardo 
Bercovici is directing and producing 
the show. Robert Sloane is slated to 
take over directing in a few weeks. 











Leonardo Bercovici. 





'even one station. 
'to engage the most expensive talent. 
| Many a good tenor has never seen 
| the inside of the Metropolitan Opera 
| House. 
| everywhere, 
i paid $1,000 a week. 


‘erally the 


two NBC Red Pacific Coast stations | 





This Is Rebellion! 


Spokane, May 16. 

A class in sales resistance will 
be part of a consumer education 
course at Rogers High School 
next fall. ‘With the radio as it 
is, these are times when persons 
should be educated to resist a 
sales talk,’ Principal J. D. Meyer 
said. 

‘Too many people are rushed 
into buying something they have 
no use for,’ is his notion. 











You can start on three or four, or 
You don’t have 


Clever 
Not all of them are 


Those insurance companies that 
are afraid to make the test of radio, 
would do well to employ an adver- 
tising manager who could look 
everyone of the stodgy directors in 
the face and tell them all where to 
tune in. He should remind them 
that their fathers were probably 
afraid to handle a telephone. Also, 
that their prototypes of that day and 
age did not hesitate to inform Mr. 
Bell that his invention would never 
amount to anything but a toy. More- 
over, they warned people who 
bought Bell Telephone stock that 
they were throwing their money 
away. 

Unfortunately, however, there are 
sO many advertising managers who 
are cousins or nephews of the most 
elaborately upholstered shirt on the 
board of directors. Also, the ‘yes, 
yes’ chorus in the advertising agen- 
cies are always ready to sing in any 
key that the key men seem to favor. 

But, as one of our brilliant states- 
men used to say, let’s take a look at 
the record. According to Publishers’ 
Information Bureau’s National Ad- 
vertising Records, 1939, the follow- 
ing insurance companies have used 
spot announcements: California 
Western States Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Sacramento, California; Em- 
ployer’s Casualty, Dallas, Texas; 
Guaranty Union Life Insurance 
Company, Beverly Hills, California; 
North American Accident Insurance 
Company, Newark, New Jersey; 
Sterling Casualty Company, Chicago, 
Illinois; and Utica Mutual Insurance 
Company, Utica, New York, 


True, it is not an especially im- 
posing list as to its size when com- 
pared to the number of insurance 
companies that might have used 
radio to their advantage. Drama is 
what they need. Not necessarily 
blood and thunder, but drama such 
as the movies made of the celebrated 
insurance company, Lloyds of Lon- 
don, 

Department Stores 


As for department stores, they, 
also, in isolated cases, have used 
radio to advantage. But VarRIety is 
still right. They are extremely 
difficult customers for the time-on- 
the-air salesmen to persuade. Be- 
fore they are properly sold, they 
have to be unsold. They know other 
media and are familiar with their 
advantages, They know what wom- 
en read and how they study line 
cuts and half-tones. Most of them 
do not, as a rule, realize, as yet, 
the power of ‘the selling voice.’ 
Moreover, in many department 
stores, too many people have a 
finger in the pie. The advertising 
manager interviews the head of the 
hardware department, who is gen- 
hardware buyer. ‘Joe 
Gadget,’ he says, ‘so many agate 
lines, double column, have been re- 
served for you for Tuesday. What 
do you want to push, lawn mowers?’ 
Also, Bill Busy, the dictetor of the 
bargain basement, has to be con- 
sulted, for, be it understood, Bill 


‘contributes his $1.98 worth of im- 
portance, too, 


Showmanship of Air 


Many conditions, conneciions and 
inhibitions have built up a wall of 
negatives around department stores 
so far as radio broadcasting is con- 
cerned, They will always use news- 
papers, of course. And they should. 
But they have wonderful showmen 
in their midst—men who are evi- 
dently showmen by nature, instinct 


| and training. Witness the effects pro- 


duced in their shop windows, For 
this reason, it seems highly prob- 
able that almost any day they will be 
aroused to a lively appreciation of 
the showmanship of the air. It also 
seems safe to predict that, once they 
get started, they will probably spon- 
Sor some of the finest shows on the 
air. It is true, they have shirts in 
depariment stores, but they are not 
all stuffed. 

One of these days a salesman of 
time-on-the-air, one who knows 


—— 


what’s what among the watts, will 
have luncheon or something with the 
head of a great department store 
and, if we could listen in, we might 
hear something like this—not shouted, 
but spoken in a friendly, confidential 
tone: 
This Is Radio 

The power of radio advertising is 
natural, It should not amaze you, 
What advertising brings you enter- 
tainment as part and parcel of its 
message? There is only one answer 
and that is radio broadcasting. It 
brings you music, the universal lan- 
guage beloved by all. It brings you 
comedy that provokes laughier, 
which is the merriest luxury that 
life affords; it brings you drama and 
suspense...to mak2 ur heart beat 





script writers are | j 
|day by day. 





faster. It brings you life itself... 
t as it is being lived around you 
It brings you infor- 
mation, It brings you facts, It brings 


| you news—on the instant—while it is 


news—without having to wait for 
the setting of type or the rolling of 
presses. It brings you the voices 
of the world—from the ends of the 
earth, London is now as near your 
home as the house across the street. 
Paris and Rome have become your 
neighbors. Is it any wonder that 
this means of advertising is growing 
faster than any other? 


A good salesman would, no doubt, 
be much more specific than that, but 
words to that effect would probably 
constitute at least a part of his mes- 
sage. At any ‘ate, departmen: stores 
will be soon using radio and, when 
they do, they can be trusted to do 
an excellent job with it. 


Shoes are cited as being among 
those missing so far as radio broad- 
casting is concerned. Regarding this 
point, it again becomes appropriate 
to take a look it the record. Pere 
again we find that the following 
have used spot announcements: Cen- 
tral Shoe Co., St. Louis, Mo.: Colt 
Shoe Co., Boston, Ma::.; Double 
Wear Shoe Co., Minneapolis, Minn.; 
General Shoe Corp., Nashville, Tenn.; 
Melville Shoe Corp., New York; 
Regal Shoe Co., New York; Spencer 
Shoe Corp., Boston, Mass.; Douglas 
Shoe Co., Brockton, Mass.; Julius 
Grossman, New “Tork; Orthepedie 
Shoes, Inc., New York; Queen Quale 
ity Boot Shop, Washington, D. C., 
and Slater Shoe Co., Ltd., Montreal, 
Canada, 


This does not give a picture of 
what might have been done, but 
simply a record of what has been 
done recently over the air waves 
for shoes. It is true that this list is 
not imposing in view of the extent 
oz the shoe industry in the United 
States, but here again radio sales- 
men may have failed to present 
radio on the proper footing. A bete 
ter understanding of radio will ree 
sult in its being used for all repue 
table products and services. There 
will be no exceptions, 

Radio, although still in its youth, 
is a well organized industry, having 
available for its customers and po- 
tential customers, not only good pro- 
grams and good announcers, but 
practical publicity departments cae 
pable of securing the most valuable 
plus that any advertising can have, 
trustworthy marketing and research 
divisions and sales promotion men 
who can detect weakness in a radio 
approach and make the rough places 
smooth. 

Rushing into radio should never 
t done, The skilled diagnostician 
should always be consulted. Then, 
when the proper formula has been 
prescribed, neither insurance com- 
panies, nor banks, nor gas and elec- 
trie companies, nor newspapers, nor 
magazines will ever willingly stay 
of: the air. 


Silver Theatre Calls It 
A Season in N.Y. (28) 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Silver Theatre’s seasonal swan 
song will be sung in New York with 
a double episode dramatic piece star- 
ring Helen Hayes May 21-28. Pro- 
gram returns in September in cur- 
rent spot or whatever better is availe 
able, 

Hubbell Robinson... radio super- 
visor for Young & Rubicam agency, 
and Therese Lewis, Y & R talent 
buyer in N. Y., contrived the dra- 
matic vehicle, ‘Crossroads For Two,’ 
in which True Boardman, for past 
two seasons scripter of the program, 
makes his acting debut on the show 
in the male lead. Also going East 
with the show are Conrad Nagel, 
narrator, and Glenhall Taylor, pro- 
ducer, 











Wheatena Corp. has swiiched its 
account from Rohrabaugh & Gibson, 
Philadelphia, to the Compton agency. 
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Competition, Florida Style 





Florida broadcasters are regarded by agency time buyers as the 
toughest bunch of breaker-downers in the business when it comes to 
trying to wean away an account on a competitive station, The Florid- 
ians have no compunction, say the agency men, about making a re- 
cording of a competitor’s broadcast and shipping the disc to the agency 
involved with a note sneering at the way the program was handled 
and remarking that it ought to be moved over to a good station.’ 

The letters state that the off-the-air recordings are primarily being 


forwarded to show the agency how 


its show is being abused, and then 


follows the suggestion that the results might not be so bad if better 
facilities were afforded, such as that available on the writer’s station, 
The agency men pay scant attention to these needling methods, since 
they realize that a competitor in taking off a program isn’t likely to 
invest the job with the utmost technical care. 
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Room for Newscaster 


If Tourists Don't Get There First 





oo ? 


Washington, May 16. 

Radio’s answer to continued ritz- 
ings by the Washington press corps 
was seen last week in the organiza- 
tion of the Radio Correspondents’ 
Association, comprising radio re- 
porters and newsgatherers in the 
Capital. New victory was gained 
by the radio scribes Thursday (11) 
when final recognition was given 
them by the White House and all 
Government Departments. News- 
casters, who gained admittance to 
the House and Senate press gal- 
leries fortnight ago, are now privi- 
leged to attend the President’s press 
conferences and news huddles held 
by various cabinet members. 

President of the new organization 
=which must compete with the 
White House Correspondents’ Asso- 
ciation and the memberships of the 
Capitol press galleries—is Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., Washington commentator 
for MBS—for many years a regular 
news correspondent for Universal 
News Service. Albert E. Warner, 
former boss of the New York Her- 
ald Trib’s Washington bureau who 
was snapped up by CBS when he 
quit over a difference of editorial 
opinion, is vice-president of the new 
R. C. A., With William McAndrews, 
Washington news editor for NBC, 
elected secretary. Frederick Mor- 
rison, Congressional correspondent 
for Transradio Press Service, ap- 
pointed treasurer. 

More than 25 radio correspondents, 
commentators and reporters have 
joined the organization. 

Considerable muttering among the 
newspaper pencil-pushers over the 
getting up of a separate press room 
for the radio boys. Reservation of 
a front row in the public gallery of 
the House, adjoining the regular 
press gallery, also was greeted with 
hoots of derision, when scribes dis- 
eovered that gallery tourists almost 
invariably crowd their way into the 
sacred radio precincts. 

Newsmen are protected from the 
hoi-polloi by having their own sec- 
tion of the gallery, fenced off from 
the’ sightseers and accessible only 
through the news room. : Radio re- 
porters, so far, must be content with 
a single shelf—covered with snappy 
blue billiard cloth—on which to rest 
their elbows and scribble their 
notes. Gallery-gawkers have shown 
a tendency to push past the radio 
men without noticing that they are 
invading a work-space, 


THE SIEGE OF 
FORT KELLOGG 


N. Y. agency man back from the 
scene last week reported that it’s 
tough getting accommodations in the 
hotels in Battle Creek, Mich., be- 
cause they’re loaded up with ad men 
trying to get the Kellogg account 
away from J. Walter Thompson. 

He said that he knew of at least 
24 agencies that have talked to the 
new powers-that-be in the cereal 
organization about granting them a 
hearing when and if it decided to 
change agencies. 


Bradley Gasps for Air 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Truman Bradley is reviving his 
commentator turn for summer spon- 
sorship. Writer who used to whip 
up his scripts has been called here 
from Chicago. 

Bradley is under contract at Metro 
but is permitted an outside air shot. 

















SEARCHING THE TITLE 


Original Author Lost in Rewrites— 
Holds Up Campbell Deal 








Campbell Soup will start a day- 
time strip on Columbia as soon as 
it can be reasonably sure that no 
litigation will result from the pro- 
gram. The show has been rewritten 
so many times that those currently 
concerned with it have lost sight of 
the creator of the original idea. 

Food canner apparently intends to 
confine itself to script programs, 
with the newcomer supplementing 
the Amos ’n’ Andy series. Account 
drops the Orson Welles show June 2. 


John Steel, Bill Shirer 
Due Over on Maiden Trip 
On New Mauretania 








CBS and Mutual have already ac- 
cepted the invitation of the White 
Star Cunard Line to assign repre- 
sentatives to the maiden voyage of 
the new S. S. Mauretania. The boat 
will leave Liverpool June 17 and 
arrive in New York June 23. Tech- 
nicians from the British Broadcast- 
ing Co. will man the facilities aboard, 
as happened in the case of the 
Queen Mary’s maiden trip. The 
American networks are expected to 
put on at least three broadcasts from 
the ship. 

Mutual will have its European rep 
and commentator, John Steel, on the 
Mauretania, while William Shirer, 
CBS’ Central European rep, will use 
the occasion also as his homeward 
lap for a several weeks’ vacation. 
NBC has yet to decide on a ship 
commentator. 


HEAVY NAME BARRAGE 
ON SCREEN GUILD SHOWS 


Hollywood, May 16, 

Screen Guild is loading up on 
names for next two Gulf programs 
May 21 and 28. Lineup for first date 
comprises Reginald Gardiner as 
emcee, Robert Benchley, Constance 
Bennett, Maxie Rosenbloom, Errol 
Flynn and Gertrude Niesen. Taking 
their turn on the relief show the 
following Sunday will be Roland 
Young as emcee, Fibber McGee and 
Molly, Ann Sheridan, Nelson Eddy 
and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 

Harry Ackerman is back on the 
program as assistant producer after 
illness of two months. Gulf summer 
show carries tag of Gulf Musical 
Playhouse. Erno Rapee’s orchestra 
and Vocalists Jane Froman and Jan 
Peerce carry on for the 13-week 
hiatus of the Guilders. 


Thornguest Quits WSAI 


Cincinnati, May 16. 
Jack Thornquest resigned Satur- 
day (13) as WSAI sales manager. No 
successor to be appointed. 
Duties will be assumed by Dewey 
Long, general manager of the sta- 
tion. 


CHINDBLOM PROGRAMS WAAF 
Chicago, May 16. 

Richard Chindblom has been ap- 
pointed program director of WAAF, 
the Drovers Journal station in the 
Palmer House. 

Chindblom was formerly assistant 
program’ director at Columbia- 
WBBM here. 
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Biffs From Balto; 


By ROD REED 


Baltimore, May 16. 
Amoco sponsored the Preakness, 
even though all participants in the 
race used a rival fuel, hay. 
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We repeat that Winchell has been 
renewed on radio for a year just in 


NAB. Frowns Upon RCA Victor 
Offer of Its Red Seal Records 


ee 


As a Time-Chiseling Device 





 s 





case you missed the story last week, | 
Adolf, 


| 
| 





Radio cowboys alarmed at WLS 
rodeo act. They’re scared of horses. 





Kids may counter-protest against | 
grownup cliffhangers which so en- | 
gross mama she lets the roast burn. ' 





Don Ameche’s typed as Alex. In| show through the summer. 


film as Alex Graham Bell and Alex | 
Ragtime Band and on air he plays 
Smart Alex. 





Motto: Don’t ridicule the amateurs 
—they probably make more than you 
do. 





Reprise 
Disasters mount up by the dozens 


| Phil Baker Show May Be Replaced 


DOLE STAY INDEF 





By Cheaper Program 





Phil Baker winds up for Dole July 
8 and conferences are slated between 
the account and the agency, Young & 
Rubicam, for this week to decide 
whether to run another but cheaper 


Baker program is on CBS Satur- 
day nights. 


L. & T. Production 
On ‘District Attorney’; 
Lord Just Collects’ 








While jesters joke of aunts and 
cousins. 


PUTS AUDIENCE 
REACTION IN 
AUDITION 


Audience at CBS Playhouse No. 2, 
New York, were given a glance at 
a new quiz program Saturday night 
(13) immediately after the Philip 
Morris ‘Johnny Presents’ show went 
off the air. Jack Johnstone and Max 
Marcin, director and writer of the 
Morris show, requested the audience 
to stick around while they sneak 
previewed the unnamed quiz in 
broadcast style. 

Program was recorded with audi- 
ence reaction, platters to be used for 
auditioning purposes. 











Horlick’s Takes ‘Ranger’ 


Chicago, May 16. 
‘Lone Ranger’ program on WGN 
here has snagged a new sponsor, 
Horlick’s Malted Milk company, 
which takes over the plugging 
rights on the show on June 5. Con- 
tract is for 52 weeks, 


Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 
agency set the deal. 





Mrs. Carrington’s New Script 

New Elaine Sterne Carrington 15- 
minute serial, ‘When a Girl Marries,’ 
is set to start May 29 over Columbia 
network. Sponsored by Prudential 
Life Insurance, 

Program airs at 2:45 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 





| Pepsodent will replace the Bob 


Hope show for the summer on the 
NBC red (WEAF) link Tuesday 
{nights with a half hour version of 
\‘District Attorney,’ the serial now 
running on a sustaining basis in the 





blue (WJZ) network’s 7-7:15 p.m. 
niche. The starting date of the 
scripter for Pepsodent is July 27. 
Hope is due back in the spot Sept. 
19. 

‘District Attorney’ goes off July 
16 as a sustainer. Lord & Thomas 
will assume the show’s production, 
with Phillips H. Lord doing noth- 
ing but collecting a royalty on the 
idea. If the script clicks during the 
summer it will become a second 
show for Pepsodent on the blue link. 


WNEW FINALLY SETS 
NIXON’S SUCCESSOR 


Publicity and special events di- 
rector post vacated by Larry Nixon 
several months ago at WNEW, N. Y., 
was filled yesterday (Tuesday) by 
Dick Bard, formerly with NBC and 
CBS in similar capacities. Nixon left 
the station for free-lance writing. 

Bard was also with WHN, N. Y., 
for a time. He takes over from 
Judy Dupuy, who has filled in since 
Nixon’s exit. She'll remain to carry 
on her usual duties and assist Bard. 











Simeone Joins Waring 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Harry Simeone late this month 
joins Fred Waring as director of the 
band’s choral group and assistant 
conductor. He has been granted six 
months’ leave from his music duties 
at KNX, 

Simeone had his own program, 
‘Styles by Simeone,’ on the Columbia 
station and directed the choruses on 
several network programs. 








Union Files $4,000 Claim Under 
Wage-Hours Law; Cites 4 in St. Louis 





St. Louis, May 16. 

Harry M. Brady, business repre- 
sentation of IBEW, Local No. 1, has 
presented claims totaling approxi- 
mately $4,000 for time and one-half 
allegedly due members of the local 
between the time the wage and hour 
law became effective last October 
and Feb. 15 last, when a new con- 
tract was signed with local stations. 
The claims, filed with W. Mason, 
wage and hour bill administrator 
here, are directed against KXOK, 
KMOX, KSD and KWK and be- 
tween 35 and 40 members of Local 
No. 1 are involved. 

The claim charges these stations 
did not obey the law as to techni- 
cians and further asserts the statute 


> 


ENTERTAINMENT BACK 


Philip Morris Replaces Dropped Quiz 
With Music (Remember?) 








Philip Morris will replace it’s 
‘Guess Where’ program on WOR- 
Mutual this Friday (19) with a once 
weekly musical show tagged ‘Breez- 
ing Along.’ Using Johnny Green’s 
orchestra, a new vocal group, Bever- 
ly and her Bel Airs, and Charles 
O’Connor, m.c., it’ll hit WGN, Chi- 
cago, and WLW, Cincinnati, also. 

Show will originate from the Mu- 
tual Playhouse in the New Amster- 
dam Theatre building, N. Y. 








provides that all technicians who) 
were not put under the 44-hour week 
are to receive time and one-half for | 
every hour worked each week over | 
the 44-hour limit regardless of what | 
any standing contract called for. 
WTMYV, East St. Louis, has been giv- 
ing technicians a 36-hour week since 
it started operation; WEW is work- | 
ing 40 hours and less per week, and 
WIL immediately put the 44-hour | 
week into effect when the bill be- 
came law. | 


| today. 


KSL With CBS to 1944 


Salt Lake City, May 16. 
KSL has dotlined an affiliation 
contract with CBS extending until 
August, 1944. Earl J. Glade, station 
managing director, confirmed deal 





| 
| 
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Washington, May 16. 
Well-meaning broadcasters were 
advised last week to turn the other 
cheek, passing up a ground-floor op- 
portunity to save talent costs by us- 
ing RCA-Victor phonograph records 
offered philanthropically. Without 


remarking that the company is in 
the transcription business (NBC 
Thesaurus) and currently is suing 
to establish its proprietory rights, 


the NAB advised the industry that 
the arrangement suggested by the 
Camden factory are nothing but a 
time-chiseling proposition. 

Announcement was prompted by 
RCA-Victor’s offer to supply ‘Red 
Seal’ platters for use without charge 
on sustaining ‘Music You Want 
When You Want It’ programs. Trade 
body merely printed the answer to 
an inquiry to show why the idea was 
termed a violation of the ‘code of 
ethics.’ 

In responding to the quiz, the 
Camden outfit recalled that it felt 
originally, that ‘it was, in our 
opinion, necessary to refuse these 
requests ‘when broadcasters initially 
asked permission to turntable the 
‘Red Seal’ discs. Because of the 
‘vital interests of our great Victor 
artists and musical organizations.’ 
Now, according to the letter, RCA- 
Victor is being a good Samaritan for 
station-owners and ‘granting the re- 
quest’ of station managers who want 
to spin the platters before the micro- 
phone. Admission was made that 
playing the records over the air 
might ‘be beneficial to our Victor 
Record artists by increasing the de- 
mand for the specific records used 
on the program, thereby reflecting to 
the credit of the Victor Record art- 
ists in the royalties paid by our 
company.’ 


General Mills Ties Up 
Phillies, Seeks Athletics; 
Atlantic Status Uncertain 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

General Mills has signed a $200,- 
000 deal for exclusive rights to air 
the games of the Phillies for the 
next five years. Believed to be the 
largest lump sum ever paid for 
broadcast rights so far in advance, 
the wad of coin pulled the baseball 
club out of a bad financial hole. The 
per-season broadcast rate is slightly 
below the $45,000 which the Mills is 
paying for this year’s rights. 

N. W. Ayer is now attempting to 
purchase from General Mills broad- 
casting rights to the games. Cereal 
firm this year sold a half-interest 
in the Phillies rights to Atlantic in 
return for Atlantic granting them 
privilege of broadcasting the Ath- 
letics, to whom Atlantic owns ex- 
clusive rights. In that way both 
sponsors are able to air all the 
games of both teams. Atlantic broad- 
casts on WIP, while General Mills 
uses the WCAU transmitter. 

Atlantic is anxious to continue 
airing baseball, but is uncertain of 
its chances here for the future. Its 
exclusive contract with the Athletics 
is up this year. Joseph R. Rollins, 
advertising manager, said his com- 
pany doesn’t want to be squeezed 
out, but likewise would be dubious 
about putting up any fantastic sum. 
General Mills is known to be ne- 
gotiating with owners of the Amer- 
ican League team here, but what 
progress is being made is still se- 
cret. Neither Ayer nor Atlantic 
knew about the Phillies deal until 
it appeared in the newspapers. 











Jim Ameche Carries On 
As Boyer Goes Europe 


Woodbury Playhouse summer 
dramatics will have Jim Ameche and 
Gale Page in the leads. Charles 
Boyer takes his 13-week respite in 
Europe after June 25 broadcast. 
Harry Sosnik continues as musical 
director. 

Foremost of the show remains the 
same under direction of Mann 
Holiner of Lennen & Mitchel agency. 


Laurette Taylor guests next Sun- 








H. V. Akerberg and M. R. Runyon | 


day (21) on the Magic Key program, 
doing a bit from ‘Peg o” My Heart.’ 


negotiated the renewal for Colum-| Date set by the William Morris of- 
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TELEVISION MARKS TIME IN ENGLAND; 








THEATRE, FILM RADIO SALESMEN FRET 


Ballyhoo of New York World’s Fair Seen Over- 
shadowing British Television Prestige—Commer- 
cial Interests Held Off by Postmaster-General 





London, May 9. 


Tryon—that’s the P.M.G.—are The- 


International tension permitting, | atre Managers’ Association, Radio 
television is likely to move ahead on | Manufacturers Association, and the} on NBC television in a program di- 


this side. Action is expected from 


| picture trade as represented by a| 


MILESTONE 


Reinhart the Great, Once of ‘Va- 
riety,’ Now of Television 








Robert (the Great) Reinhart, Har- 
vard-trained magician and fugitive 
|from Variety’s staff, will be master 
| of ceremonies tonight (Wednesday ) 





rected by Tom Riley and a departure 


General Post Office, motivated by | joint committee of Kinematograph | (already) from NBC’s television tra- 


trade and other interests, themselves | Renters Society (distribs) and Cin-| gitions. 


Reinhart was a departure 


in turn in part actuated by anxiety |ematograph Exhibitors Association. | ge6m Variery’s traditions, too. With 


not to let American concerns jump 
ahead as outcome of television pub- 
licity at the World’s Fair. 

Three groups of interests are wait- 
ing to discuss situation with Post- 
master - General, but have been 
stalled off by him until such time 
as the government-appointed Tele- 
vision Advisory Committee, which 
gives BBC cues, had furnished him 
with a detailed report on where 
telecasts have gotten. That report is 
about to be placed in his hands, 
meaning that the parleys are not 
now far off. 

Parties waiting word from Major 
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TololoR du 


Legits are displeased on several an- | 


gles, including the BBC practice of 
broadcasting Sunday plays when the- 
atres are prevented from opening by 
law; they also fear big screen re- 
diffusions in cinemas may be harm- 
ful to variety biz. 


Film interests have a widely dif- 
ferent interest, and are out to pre- 


vent free use of films in telecasts as 
well as to aim at regularizing the 
problem of presenting rediffused pro- 
grams of topical items. So long as 
all BBC programs go to the home 
receivers, sponsors of big screen see 
little likelihood of development, es- 
pecially as BBC limitation of re- 
sources, financial and technical, set 
a modest standard of presentation 
beyond which the shows cannot go. 
Film trade holds, therefore, it 
should be permitted either to estab- 
lish its own independent transmit- 
ters complete with its own camera 
units et al, so as to give national 
and sporting events the coverage 
they deserve, or else sale of rights 
of rediffusion of BBC programs 
should be on an agreed economic 
basis: 

Third group, the manufacturers, 
are on a different tack still. They 
are impatient to have BBC service 
extended throughout the United 
Kingdom and will press for a verdict 
on their offer to finance erection of 
a station in the midlands at Birming- 
ham, which will take London pro- 
grams either by relay stations or by 
cable, 








Sowas foremost news 
station? Whats that? 


































































































































‘KSO, Des Moines, is rapidly winning 
recognition as Iowa’s Foremost News 
station. 


Nine times a day, KSO listeners hear 
important headlines in the day’s news 
—local, state, national and world. 
News is gathered through an efficient 
station staff, U. P. and I. N. S. radio 
wires, and state-wide facilities of the 


Des Moines Register and Tribune. 
What does this complete news service 


* And, 


of course, 
you can buy KSO in 
the WNAX-lowa Net- 


work combination at 


ming. 


an exceptionally low 
rate. 


mean to you? It means a large and 
loyal audience which depends on KSO | 
regularly for news as well as a com- 
plete schedule of excellent program- 


KSO gives you a ready-built audience 
among the more than 1,000,000 


people who live in Iowa’s largest 


single 


marketing area—at a _ rate 


you’re sure to find attractive. 





DES MOINES - NBC Blue-MBS + 1430 K.C. 
$000 WATTS L.$. ° (000 WATTS HIGHT 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 





PROGRAMMED for maximum AUDIENCE ia s major MARKET at minimum RATE 





If they get that they'll want 
another in the north, at Manchester. 


the aid of the iconoscope he will de- 
ceive the eye in the great Australian 
bird trick. 

Helping Reinhart will be the Three 
Smoothies, Hal Sherman, Martha 
Sleeper, Ned Weaver and Burford 
Hampden. 

Nancy Turner, currently on 
WMCA, N.Y., with a sponsored fash- 
‘ion program will do a fashion show 
|on same telecast. Outstanding note 
ion the telecast will be gowns and 
accessories trimmed in ostrich feath- 
ers to note the effect of diaphonous 
moeterials in transmission of pictures. 


FCC MAY DUCK 
TELEVISION 
‘STANDARDS 


Washington, May 16. 
Postponement of any standards for 
television was universally expected 
this week after the three-man FCC 
committee concluded talks with 
equipment manufacturers and ex- 
perimental visual broadcasters. Re- 
port already is being whipped into 
shape with June 1 as the goal. 

Preponderant sentiment voiced to 
the group headed by Commissioner 
T. A. M. Craven was against any 
step which would have a tendency 
to freeze picture transmission and 
check progress, although the Radio 
Manufacturers Association has been 
applying strong pressure to have a 
foundation laid through the medium 
of basic operating requirements. 
Probable the Commish panel will pat 
the industry on the back and sug- 
gest that standards be adopted 
voluntarily while urging a policy 
under which the level of perform- 
ance can be jacked up as the art 
advances without the necessity of 
holding hearings.. Unlikely the com- 
mittee will take any public testi- 
mony or hold any round-table talks, 
now that every principal experi- 
menter has been called into individ- 
ual conference. 

Aside from the often-repeated ap- 
prehension that the public may be 
misled, or that monopoly may be en- 
couraged, members of the committee 
have indicated they feel there are 
other factors which make delay in 
standardizing television desirable. 
Such as program methods, unsolved 
problems of man-made interference, 
patents, and cost of receivers. Even 
though their legal jurisdiction is not 
broad enough to touch some of the 
aspects, the regulators feel the ‘pub- 
lic interest, convenience, and ne- 
cessity’ angle requires the Com- 
mish to take cognizance of these 
other problems. 

The talks wound up this week 
when Zenith executives visited the 
FCC to urge against any action 
which would set up a single system 
as the pattern for the future. Last 
week Don Lee executives, defend- 
ing the RMA standards, but agreeing 
the time has not arrived for adopting 
| rigid policy, talked with the com- 
mittee. 


Mutual’s Baseball Quiz 


‘Hit That Ball,’ new quiz show on 
_ baseball, began ethering last Friday 
(12) over Mutual as a sustainer. It’s 
a 30-minute shot bringing teams of 
players, umpires, sports scribes, etc., 
for questions-and-answers tiffs. Stan 
Lomax conducts. 

First session brought National 
League’s Phillie’s players and umps 
to the mike. 


| 


























Eddie Peck, KUJ, Walla Walla, an- 
nouncer, escaped injury when the 
ear in which he was riding with a 
friend was in collision with another. 
Driver of the other car was killed. 








Wednesday, May 17, 1939 








TELEFILM CORP. VAGUE 


Firm Files in Albany—Whe and 
What Not Revealed 








Albany, June 16. 

Telefilm Corp. of America has 
been chartered to deal in motion 
picture, television and broadcasting 
projects with principal offices in 
New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. 

Milton H, Greenwald is the filing 
attorney. 





Greenwald declined Monday (15) 
to disclose who were the principals 
in 
than they come from the film busi- 
ness. He stated that the corporation 
would be chiefly devoted to film 
production for television. 





General Foods Assured 
Fri. 9-10 for Kate Smith 
After One Flop Promise 


Columbia’s assignment of the 
Friday 9 to 10 p.m. spot to General 
Foods for the Kate Smith show this 
fall caused a slight bristling of re- 
sentment among other CBS accounts 
that have had an option in for the 
first opening evening hour, but the 
network’s explanation of how it all 
happened proved satisfactory all 
around. The others in line for such 
vacancy were Colgate-Palmolive- 





Peet, American Tobacco Co. and 
Texaco, 
Some months ago the Ward 


Wheelock agency which handles 
Campbell Soup advised CBS by 
phone that it was not picking up its 
option on the Friday evening hour. 
An exec in the network’s sales de- 
partment immediately advised Gen- 
eral Foods of the opening and the 
latter put through an order. Short- 
ly afterwards Wheelock rescinded 
its oral notice and Columbia 
found itself in the embarrassing posi- 
tion of not being able to deliver 
something that it had sold. General 
Foods burned over the withdrawal 
but was talked out of instituting 
any reprisals. This time when 
Wheelock cancelled CBS made sure 
that the thing was on paper and 
then quickly informed General 
Foods that the spot was available. 

Texaco will decide this week 
whether it will remain on CBS for 
the summer or take a 13-week vaca- 
tion, 





KOL Panelman’s Concussion 
Seattle, May 16. 
Otto B. Renninger, radio techni- 
cian for KOL, suffered a brain con< 
cussion when heavy box fell on him 
while he stood at the control board. 
In the hospital. 








and/or Tonto. 





this proposed enterprise other-> 


Equity Repeats % 
Jurisdiction Claim 
To Television 





At Monday’s (15) meeting of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, Equity reaffirmed its claim 
to jurisdiction in the field of tele- 
vision. Pointed out that recently 
around 100 players appeared in 
telecasts, 90% of them being mem- 
bers of Equity. American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists union is on 
record as not claiming television and 
other Four A’s affiliates are said to 
have expressed similar viewpoints, 

However it is not unlikely that 
AFRA and the others will interpose 
claims later. During recent discus- 
sions it was indicated that television 
may later call for a three-way ju- 
risdiction eventually, with Equity, 
AFRA and the Screen Actors Guild 
being figured to work out the prob- 
lem between them. Believed the is- 
sue will not be settled in the near 
future because of the embryonic 
status of visio. 





Paul Morency Elected 

Boston, May 16. 
Paul Morency, manager of WTIC, 
Hartford, was elected director of 
New England District of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters at 
a meeting here May 11 in the Yankee 
Network studios. 


He succeeds John Shepard, 3rd, 
president of Yankee and Colonial 


Networks, who declined re-nomina- 
tion to the office. 





Fulton Lewis last week began a 
Friday night 15-minute comment 
series over WOR-Mutual, his first 
regular entry into New York. 
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WARNING! 


PURSUANT TO EXISTING COPYRIGHTS AND TRADE MARKS 
owned and registered by 


THE LONE RANGER, INC., 
Detroit, Michigan 
and for the further protection of its radio sponsors, motion 
picture licensees, comic strip licensees, and also those licensees 
manufacturing and distributing the many articles of LONE 
RANGER merchandise, we issue the following notice: 
WARNING IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
ANY PERSON, 
FIRM, OR CORPORATION, 
who shall in any manner whatsoever, directly or indi- 
rectly, use or permit to be used the title, the characters, 


or names of any characters, appearing in THE LONE 
RANGER radio, motion picture, or comic strip adventure 
serials, entitled ‘“‘THE LONE RANGER”, or 


who shall cause or permit 


ANY IMPERSONATIONS 


of the characters included in the dialog of the said “THE 
LONE RANGER,” including Tonto and Silver; or who shall 


in any manner use commercially THE LONE RANGER’S 
distinctive call, ‘“Hi-Yo Silver’: 


And any person who in any manner impersonates THE LONE 
RANGER or any of the surrounding characters 


WITHOUT 


SPECIAL PERMISSION 
of the undersigned, the copyright proprietor, will 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 


This warning is directed against and includes so-called 
personal appearances of spurious LONE RANGERS and /or 
any masked persons impersonating THE LONE RANGER 


THE LONE RANGER, INC. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


———=- 











By: Geo. W. Trendle 


President 


This notice appearing in current issues of Photoplay—Broadcasti Dept. Sto 
Economist—Advertising Age—Billbosrd—Bakers Weekly—Radio Daily Variety 
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Televish ‘School 
Sued by Scout 
For Students 


Dallas, May 16. 

Seeking $2,664 damages, R. S. Sims, 
Dallas, brought suit against the First 
National Television Co., of Kansas 
City, in court here. Sims claims he 
was hired as divisional manager for 
the company, to put on 16 five- 
minute programs over KRLD here. 
He said he got 108 prospective pupils 
to take a course in television offered 
by the company after signing a con- 
tract with Charles C. Shea, San An- 
tonio, traveling representative of the 
firm. 

Sims _ alleges 
breached. 


CEDRIC ADAMS ABOARD 
ROYAL TRAIN FOR WCCO 


St. Paul, May 16. 

One of the very few—if not the 
only radio station in America—to 
have a news commentator aboard 
the special train attending the Brit- 
ish royal family on their trip 
through Canada, WCCO is receiving 
two releases daily from Cedric 
Adams, who is on double duty for 
the station and the Minneapolis Star, 
for whom he conducts a daily col- 
umn. 

The 1,400-mile trip from Montreal 
to Winnipeg will take 10 days, and 
on Adams’ return to Minneapolis on 
Wednesday (24), there will be a 
special ‘Welcome Back’ broadcast in 
which he will give his impressions 
of the Royal party and the hegira, 





his contract was 











Herbert Rice, of WGR, Buffalo, 
will represent the Mutual network 
on the special train accompanying 
the private train of King George and 
Queen Elizabeth. WOL, Mutual out- 
let in Washington, will feed the 
ceremonies in the Capitol to the net- 
work, with several staff members 
from WBAL, Baltimore outlet on 
hand to assist. 
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Sarnoff Doing Repeat 
Date Before FCC 


Washington, May 16. 
After a six months’ absence, David 
Sarnoff will reappear before the 
FCC to be crossexamined on testi- 
mony given at the monotony hear- 
ings last Nov. 14. 


RCA prexy will be accompanied 
by Marks Levine, manager of the 
concert division of NBC, when the 
Commish reopens its interminable 
monopoly investigation tomorrow 
(17). Levine will substitute for 
George Engels, v.p. and managing 
director of the NBC Artists Service 
Department, who was excused from 
testifying when taken ill at the hear- 
ings last fall. 





TELEVISION PRESS ROOM 


NBC Will Soon Open Room for 
Newspapermen to View Programs 








NBC will shortly have a press 
room for television critics. Frank 
Mullen, RCA v.p., set the wheels in 
motion last week. 

With sets extremely scarce curi- 
ous journalists have been seriously 
handicapped in not having conve- 
niently located sets. Some have 
been going to World’s Fair, 10 miles 
away. 








| Shades of Vaudeville 


Charlotte, N. C., May 16. 
‘What would you do if you 
came home one night to find 
your wife in the arms of Mor- 
pheus?’ asked Lee Kirby, WBT 


announcer, in his Man on the 
Street Question and Answer 
Show. 


‘Huh!’ replied a burly passer- 
by, ‘I’d shoot the yellow dog 
dead!’ 


ANNENBERG ACTIONS 
DROPPED IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 16. 
Civil libel suits filed against WFIL 
‘and Samuel R. Rosenbaum, its presi- 
|dent, last October by M. L. Annen- 
| berg, publisher of the Philly In- 














quirer, were withdrawn last Thurs- | 
Counter-action by Albert | 


|day (11). 
| M. Greenfield, one of the principal 
'owners of WFIL, against Annenberg 
were nol-prossed at the same time. 

| Suits resulted from several radio 


_speeches made during the height of | 


the gubernatorial campaign last fall. 
'One speech was by Greenfield on 
| Sept. 12, in which he attacked An- 
{nenberg and his participation in the 
| James-for-Governor campaign. 
; other was by Senator Guffey on Oct. 
'6 over WFIL and a state-wide chain. 





London, May 9. 

Result of BBC’s—and the world’s— 
first questionnaire on _ television 
among set-owners suggests BBC is 
working on satisfactory lines. Pres- 
ent policy and programs got ap- 
plause from up to 90% of the returns 
analyzed. Some feared, however, that 


critical standards and consequently 
are satisfied to give the answers they 





think BBC expects. 
Thus plays and variety direct from 


folks as yet have no true opinions or | 


The | 


By BOB LANDRY 


| The production problems facing 





| television are appalling in their com- | 


piexity and costliness. NBC-RCA is 
carrying the load alone right now. 
In July Columbia will begin .tele- 
casts and DuMont, from Passaic, 
N. J., is readying a schedule. But 
for the present, RCA-NBC is lead- 
ing with its chin. This was particu- 
larly apparent last Friday (12) when 
| the evening hour (8-9 p. m.) turned 
out to be a hodge-podge of drab 
items against which the deadly cry, 
‘boredom,’ could be raised. 


Lack of film handicaps further. 
Companies wont sell to television. 
There was an _ educational from 


France and an industrial (advertis- 
ing) to pad out. 

| But is it quite fair to judge tele- 
vision programs at this moment by 
the standards of professionalism? 
Naturally RCA-NBC asks for, and 
rather expects, six months or more 
| tolerance. Each new day means new 
| problems without precedent and 
| some sort of budgetry control is im- 
perative. It was a _ near-miracle 
making the promised April 30 start 
ing date. And every time the show 
goes on at all it’s still in the near- 
| miracle class. Nevertheless people 
' will form and express opinions and 








the theatre, newsreels, topical maga- 
zine and light entertainment, all 
regular program features, are ap- 
proved by practically all; practice of 
running studio plays to 90 minutes 
playing time, which is being done 
more frequently, gets endorsement 
from 80%; more than half say pres- 
ent program length (1%-2 hours 
nightly) is satisfactory; women an- 
nouncers get an overwhelming vote 
over men, and it should be noted 
BBC has no male television an- 
|nouncers at this time. 


Results are derived from first 





BBC Asks Television Set-Owners What 
They Think; Replies 90% Favorable wien eis 


analysis of 1,200 questionnaires sub- 
mitted by viewers, as a foretaste of 
what may be expected from the 
more complete survey which will 
cover 4,000, the total number re- 
turned. Forms were sent to folks 
whose names appeared on Corp.’s 
‘television register,’ and though no 
further probes are planned new 





| stage. 


Returns suggest the average num- 
| ber of people who regularly look in 
at each home set is four. 


viewers are being invited to register | 
so as to cooperate at any future | 


NBC-RCA Taking the Rap So F . 
In Television Program Trail-Blazing 


critics will certainly reach print. 
Which gets us back to last Friday's 
puree parade which consisted 
of: 

Dorothy Gish, as mistress of cere- 
monies. She televized badly and 
could scarcely have been identified 
without verbal aid. 

Helen Morgan. Here, oddly, the 
teletron suddenly became much 
more revealing. It was possible to 
recognize the features. This tended 
to suggest that television, like films, 
may bring. about oddities of ‘camera 
faces.’. Miss Morgan was standout in 
this regard 

Three Weire Bro 
medium shots and 
the skimpy 
vided 

Paul Remos and his two midgets 
came through fairly well and indi- 
cated acrobatic possibilities. The 
dumb act will be useful to the new 
medium it would appear. Whole 
vaudeville bills televized, however, 
no further back than the second set 
of lines may eventuate. The intimate 


. were lost in the 
handicapped by 
organ music NBC pro- 


touch is required throughout, and 
when it fails television fails. 

Aldo, the fencer, working first 
with a woman partner and later 


with another man, and in both cases 
without masks, this Italian demon- 
strated further athletic possibilities 
for the iconoscope. Some sense of 
the excitement and speed of the 
sport came through. It was clear 
that Aldo was a master foilsman., 
The ‘kill’ was pretty awkwardly 
staged, however. 


Hat.’ It last served in 1929 as a 
vehicle for Madge Kennedy. It made 
pretty creaky entertainment and the 
‘other woman’ did some mugging 
that was less her fault than it was 
the direction’s. Fortunately these 
| television trial balloons will die with 
| the electrical pulsations that trans- 
| mit them. They will not live to em- 
| barrass anybody. The future fans 
will not know just how bad some of 
the early programs were. 





Studebaker on WFLC 
Chicago, May 16. 
Studebaker (local) has signatured 
for daily 15-minute news broadcast 
| ride on WCFL, Chicago. Set through 
‘the Schwimmer & Scott agency. 
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ering from attack of flu and back on 


ob. 
Bobby Peters and his Orchestra 


| Background Buzz is 











_ have replaced Nick Stuart aggrega- 


_ tion on Texas State Network. 


Velma Boyce, of WFAA, Dallas, 
back after three weeks absence, fol- 

Hal James, Compton Agency exec 
in charge of Ivory Soap _ baseball 


broadcasts, visiting in O*:lahoma. 

Porter Randall, KGKO_ news- 
caster, to emcee East Texas Old Fid- 
diers Reunion at Athens, 
May 26. 

Byron Ogle on production staff of 
KGNC, Amarillo, Texas, following 
return from Hollywood. 

Tom Ward, Bill Yount Waldon 
McIver and Roland Leath have 
formed the Roland Leath Quartet 
for new series of broadcasts 
WBAP, Fort Worth. 

Henry Dupre, WWL, Nev. Orleans, 
special events man, laid up for sev- 
eral days following automobile acci- 
dent. 


Glenn Williams assigned to base- | 


ball play-by-play broadcasts carried 
by KCRC, Enid, Okla. 


Howard Cole has been added to | 


the KCRC, Enid, Okla. staff as a 
newsman. 

Wayne Dunlap and Red Wood- 
ward, tenors, soloists on ‘Variety in 
Rhythm’ program over WBAP, Fort 
Worth, 

Bob Calen, charact«: actor with 
WBAP, Fort Worth, has gone to 
Heyward, Cal., to participate in sum- 
mer rodeos, 

John Rogers on announcing staff 
of KOMA, Oklahoma City. He was 
formerly with KFPW, Fort Smith, 
Ark., and KVOQ, Tulsa, Okla. 

Meador Lowrey, formerly program 
director at WHAS, Louisville, has 
been added to the staff of KRLD, 
Dallas, as announcer. 

Bradford Furniture renewed daily 


Texas, | 


on 


period of Trans-Radio news on 
WSMB, New Orleans. 


WSMB, New Orleans, business 
| better in 1939 then the same period 
in 1938, Harold Wheelahan, General 
Manager of the station reports. 


James E. Edmonds, writer of 
books on travel, has joined the staff 
of WWL, New Orleans, to present 
commentary on current events. Un- 
' sponsored. 

An exclusive interview with Ana- 
stasio Somoza, President of Nica- 
ragua, was snared by WWL’s Spe- 
cial Events Director Henry Dupre, 
from the President’s suite in the 
Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. 

Bill Hix, former Atlanta, 
newspaper advertising man, has 
joined WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., as 
commercial manager. Earle Caton, 
formerly of WSOC, Charleston, N. C., 
j}has joined WSPA announcing staff. 

Roy Parks has replaced Jack 
Thurston, resigned, as musical direc- 
'tor of WQAM, Miami. 





Gaines Batson has joined the an- 
inouncing staff of WSMB, New Or- 
leans. 

| Irving Vidavcovich, staff director 
at WWL, New Orleans, is using 
lerutches after trying to show his 


five-year-old boy the proper way to} 


climb a fence. 

Elloise Costley new to staff of 
WSMB, New Orleans. 

Bill Hamilton, production manager 
at WRNL, Richmond, doing double 
| duty on new electrical organ. 

Branford Ansley newest addition 
to WSB, Atlanta staff, succeeding to 
spot left vacant by John Tillman, 
| who has gone with CBS in N. Y. 
| W. C. Lukenbill, Jr., KOMA, Okla- 
| homa City, program director, recov- 


State 


Ga., | 


lowing operation for appendicitis. 
Marie Green, KOMA, also back on 
the job after appendicitis. 


| Ed Paro, Chicago rep. for Texas 
in Fort 


Network, visiting 


EAST 


Beckley Smith, newscaster at WJAS, 
Pittsburgh, is back on the job again 
after a two-week hospital stretch. 


Worth, 





Ditto Maurice Spitalny, director of 


;music at KDKA, after siege of pto- 
| maine, 

Vera Neding, of WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
office staff, has set June 1 for her 
marriage to Cyril Winslow. 

Studio romance culminated in en- 
gagement announcement at WIP, 
| Philly, last week for Byrum Saam, 
| snorts gabber. and Anne Fitzpatrick, 
| secretary in the press department. 

Milt Laughlin, manager of WHAT, 
Philly in Havana with his wife 
|and foster-mother, Mrs. Emily S. 
Kearney, mother of George Kearney, 
Philly Ledger’s g.m. 

Sam Serota named p.a. of WHAT, 
Philly. Has been writing continuity 
and announcing at the outlet for 
eicht years. 

Bob Elmer, baseball statistician for 
Bill Dyer, sports spieler on WCAU, 
Philly, has resigned .» go into the 
contracting business in Florida. 

New transmitter will be erected 
shortly by WIBG, Philadelphia. 
Ground will be broken this month. 
Outlet was recently taken over by 
Paul Harron, operator of WHOM, 
Jersey City, and formerly op of 
WTNJ, Trenton. 

Florence Ballou of WICC exec 
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ADVERTISING FEDERATION OF AMERICA 


Waldorf Astoria, New York, June 18-22, 1939 
CONVENTION TIME TABLE 





Sunday. June 18— 
Registration at Waldorf-Astoria. 


Post-breakfast meeting of council on Women's Advertising Clubs. 
Afternoon: meeting at Court of Peace, World's Fair, to observe Advertising 
Federation Day for International Good Will; music by Lincoln Nebraska 


Cathedral Choir; visitors from abroad to be honored, 


Congressman Bruce 


Barton, Sir William Crawford, Grover A. Whalen to speak, 


Evening: 
Monday, June 19— 


free-lance, 


Morning: departmental and national group meetings. 


Newspaper Advertising 


Executives, Public Utilities Advertising Association, Councils on Club ac- 


tivities, 


public relations, General Motors. 
Washington, Labor and Business. 
Evening: annual banquet and ball, 
Tuésday, June 20— 
Morning and afternoon: 


Luncheons (open to entire 
Newspaper Advertising 


and other organizations. 
Luncheon and afternoon, opening General Session. 


national groups, 


Paul Garrett, director and 


Other speakers, representing official 


one speaker, 


departmental meetings, 


convention): 
Executive 


Association. 


Industrial Advertising Conference (sponsored by NIAA, ABP). 
Sales Managers Division, National Association of Broadcasters. 
Evening: Alpha Delta Sigma members will give dinner initiating Lowel] 


Thomas as honorary 
Entertainment, party—plans not 
Wednesday, June 21— 

Morning: Public 

will present the 


Luncheon: 
Tomorrow's Prosperity. 
national advertiser; with 


Afternoon: 


Relations Conference; 
AFA program for clubs to discuss and adopt. 
Groups and Departmentals continue meetings. 

Speakers will develop convention theme: 
Elizabeth Arden, 
Don Francisco, 
remarks of speakers on this program. 

annual business meeting of the AFA, 


professional member, 
vet 
under direction of Daniel S. Tuthill. 


finally completed—at Waldorf-Astoria 


about three speakers; Chester Lang 


National 


Advertising Today Builds 
George Sokolsky and a leading 
Lord & Thomas, summarizing 


Additional entertainment and reception 
Groups meeting with the Federation: 
Public Utilities Advertising Association. 
Newspaper Advertising Executives Association. 
Sales Managers Division, National Association of Broadcasters. 


Premium 
Alpha Delta Sigma. 
Industrial Advertising 


Advertising Association, 


Conference, 
Business Papers and National Industrial Advertisers Ass'n. 


sponsored jointly by the Associated 


Council on Men's Advertising Club Activities. 
Council on Women’ Advertising Club Activities, 


Direct Advertising session. 
Public Relations Conference. 





office sails May 19 for month in 
Europe, 

George Wetmore, until lat-ly do- 
ing an_ institutional fcr WICC, 
Bridgeport, moves to WE*I, New 
Haven, for similar stint. 


Dick Carlson back « WELI an- 
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Onsurance Exchange Bldg 
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Radio Stetion XLZ, 
Shirley-Sevoy Hotel, 
Denver, Colorado, 


Attention: Mr. Fred C, Mueller 
i, Mueller: 


KlzZ every Thursday evening at 8:45. 


those sulmitting correct charts. 


from Wheatland, ‘iyo., and Scottsbluff 
ladunta, Colo., on the south, 


opening audience, . 


of the opener. 


necessary charts <- and 


buying Bay Gas 
ing audi will 





stantial increases in gellonage - and 











BOB BETTS, INC., Advertising 


Merch 22, 1959, 


You will te interested, I am sure, in the results secured thue far by our 
elient, Bay Petroleun dorporetion, from the 15-minute program broadcast op 


I should preface the good news by steting that thie ie the first general 
eonswer edvertising campaign, except for some highway bulletins, conducted 
for Bay Gas, . .Consequently, until this program started, the new brand name 
was little known in « highly competitive market, . .It might also be admitted 
that there are comparatively few Bay-identified stations, 30 in Denver and ite 
metropolitan area and only 44 outside this territory within your coverage. 


As you know, this program is built eround « radio game which mst be played 
on charts available only thru Bay stations - with cash prises awarded to 


The first progran, broadcast on “arch Sth, brought in 6,718 entries, extending 
» Heb., on the north to Pueble and 
However, 86 percent of these came from the 
Denver metropolitan area, and here, as you know, we had the first eharte 
delivered house-to-house to insure getting the stunt under way with « big 


The second procram, “arch 16th, had no other promotion except the build-up i% 
got thru the first program and the cooperation of Bay station attendante. Se 
ite results - 3,575 replies - vere te us even more extraordinary than those 
From interest shown by new customers driving into Bay stations seeking the 


steadily with each succeeding program. 


Furthermore - and most important - practically 011 Bay stations report sub- 
that's what makes us happiest about 





Sclephone—Main 106 


= we confidently believe.that the listen 


to 





on 
the 





duced more than 6,500 replies] 


broadcast for Bay Petroleum 
Company, Denver. Next: On 
a hundred-word spot announce- 
ment for White King Soap Com- 
pany, Los Angeles, KLZ out- 
pulled the other major Denver 
station and ranked seventh in mail 
count among the fifty-six stations 


ciation, Kansas City, tabulated the 








NONT PAGE NEWS| 


CORRECTION! 


It’s Really NOT News Because 
It’s An Old, Old Story at KLZ 


MAIL RESPONSE TO OFFERS MADE OVER KLZ GIVE 
ADVERTISERS CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF ITS 
SUPERIOR PULLING POWER 


DENVER, COL. (Special) — Radio advertisers in the 
Denver-Rocky Mountain area are constantly having their eyes 
opened by KLZ’s ability to produce results, measured in box- 
tops, bottle-caps or in over-the-counter sales. 

March, 1939, brought three instances of KLZ’s standing as 
a power gauge for mid-western sponsors. First: KLZ pro- 








‘ 


a single fifteen minute 


the schedule. Third: When 
Consumers Cooperative Asso- 





results from a schedule of fifteen 
five-minute programs broadcast 
over seven dominant mid-western 
stations, KLZ stood second in 
number of inquiries. 

Such response reflects the coord- 
ination of men, methods and 
machinery at KLZ . . . makes 
KIZ and the results it produces 
the standard by which sponsors 
judge all stations in their mid- 
western hook-ups. 

















nouncing staff after snell of mike 
work in Waterbury radio field. 

Bill Beal, head of KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, continuity department, and 
Cynthia Cate have set July 1. 

Wilma Lee and Thelma Woods 
added to the WCAE, Pittsburgh, of- 
fice staff. 

H. L. Bixbee, Sr., former chief en- 
gineer at WCAE, Pittsburgh, in 
Smoky City for several weeks from 
his home in Marblehead, Mass., to 
attend wedding of his son, Gifford, 
also a WCAE engineer, to Lorraine 
eee, William Penn hotel's ciggie 
girl. 

Abe Smith is a new announcer at 
WABY, Albany. 

Dick Bachman, formerly in the 
outdoor advertising biz, has just 
joined W. Earl Bothwell’s radio ad 
agency in Pittsburgh. 

Bill Beal, head of KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, continuity department, and 
Cynthia Cate, non-pro, will be mar- 
ried June 1. 

Jack Craddock assisting Rosey 
Rowswell again this season in Pi- 
rates baseball broadcast over KDKA 
and WWSW, Pittsburgh. 

Bob McKee and Norman Twigger 
dividing 16 sponsored news broad- 
casts between them every week over 
WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Ground breaking exercises, mark- 
ing the start of work on WJSV’s 
$250,000 transmitter, held Thursday 
(11) in Washington with much pomp 
and ceremony and a_e generous 
sprinkling of Congressional, county 
and city celebs, 

Ramsey Lees and David Day are 
back on the announcing staff of 
WGR, Buffalo. 

Coleman Wilson who handled the 
recent ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ local 
program, has resigned from WGR, 
Buffalo, and will go to Hollywood. 


MIDWEST 


Arthur Casey, Production Man- 
ager, KMOX, St. Louis, addressed the 








advertising class at Washington 
University. 
The Standdick, 65-foot motor 


yacht owned by Stanley E. Hubbard, 
KSTP, St. Paul radio exec, enroute 
from Florida waters to the home 


port. 

Clair Callahan, scripter, KSD, St. 
Louis, back at stint after short va- 
cation. 

Edward W. Hamlin, commercial 
mgr. KSD St. Louis back at desk 
after biz trip to Chicago and Min- 
neapolis, 

“Melody Picture Book’ on WTMJ, 
Milwaukee, beginning next week will 
include William Benning’s orches- 
tra, Carla Testalozzi, soprano, and 
Don McClellan, tenor. 

Robert L. Coe, chief. engineer, 
KSD, St. Louis, at New York World’s 
Fair supervising first facsimile 
broadcast of the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
— which operates the station. 
ion, 

Harry W. Flannery, news editor, 
KMOX, St. Louis, will be one of 
speakers during annual Journalism 
week at University of Mo. He is the 
first local gabber to be invited to 
address the school. 

Marion Schissel, actress of KRNT- 
KSO, Des Moines, in Louisville, Ky. 

Ronald ‘Dutch’ Reagan, forme? 

O sports announcer and now 
with Warner Bros., returned to Des 
Moines to broadcast the Drake Re- 
lavs for the station on April 29. 

Edmund J. Linehan, program 
director of KRNT-KSO, Des Moines, 
will be married to Doris Zastrow, 
non-pro., this month. 

Bob MacLeod, formerly of KVOD, 
is handling production for KFYR, 
Bismarck, N. D.. Wayne Griffin is 
the new program director, while 
Merv Clough has been moved from 
announcing to publicity. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Two new links have been forged to the Don Lee chain, raising the Coast’s 
network total to 31. Supplemental stations in the Sacramento valley are 
KVCV, Redding, and KHSL, Chicao. 








Insider, weekly on international affairs, is published and edited by 
Johannes Steel, WMCA radio commentator and former newspaper col- 
umnist, and Charles Hodges. New weekly’s editorial matter extends be- 
yond range of Steel’s air comment. 





George Mayer, an engineer with WMCA, N. Y., has been signatured by 
General Mills to do play-by-play spiels of ball games of the Norfolk Club, 
Va., of the Piedmont League. He was never on the air for WMCA and is 
said to have collared the job without any training, 





South Carolina newspapers’ libel bill barring damage suits on ‘honest 
mistakes’ was narrowly defeated in state legislature. Although measure 
contained no radio clause, staunch backers included Rep. Virgil V. Evans, 
owner-operator of WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C. 





Elliott Roosevelt brought up some of his Texas State Network execs for 
a meeting in New York last week. It had to do with the operations of 
the regional’s New York office, of which Frank Fenton is manager. 

The others present at the huddle were Benton Ferguson, manager of 
sales promotion, and Steve Wilhelm, production director. 





NAN WYNN WITH KEMP 


Smoothies, From Griffin Show, Also 
Singing From Waldorf-Astoria 








Nan Wynn replaces Maxine Gray 
with the Hal Kemp orchestra Fri- 
day (19) at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y. Miss Wynn started with 
Kemp on his Griffin shoe commer- 
cial two weeks ago, Miss Gray’s 
plans aren’t known. 


Three Smoothies, also with Kemp 
on the commercial, will do sustain- 
ing. broadcasts with the band from 
the Waldorf starting Monday (22), 
but will not sing at the Room as an 
act. Both Miss Wynn and the 
Smoothies go out on Kemp’s theatre 
and one-nighter tour starting June 2. 





Ain’t No Job No Mo’ 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Resignation of Greg Dickson, head 
of Walt Disney’s local publicity staff, 
resulted in the abolition of that post. 
Hal Horne will direct activities 
from his New York office with the 
Hollywood department supplying 
copy. ‘ 
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Writers Convention Seriously Ponders 
Broadcasting Technique for Ist Time 





For the first time since the or- 


meeting. Session will be held in the 


ganization’s inception, the League of | New School of Social Research, N.Y. 


American Writers will conduct a 
symposium on radio at its annual 


Regular session of the League 
meeting will open June 2 at Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y. Speakers at the 


meeting June 2-4 in New York./other symposia will include Sher- 


Lewis Titterton of NBC, Max Wiley 


of CBS, and Mitchell Benson of Mu- 


tual, will address the sessions, with 
an expected attendance of more than 
500 writers. 


of the meeting, with Alfred Wallen- 
stein of WOR talking on the use of 
music with radio drama, and Wil- 
liam Robson of the Columbia Work- 
shop, explaining experimental plays. 
Plans are also under way for the 
June 3 broadcast of Arch Oboler’s 
Plays, weekly dramatic sustainer 
over NBC red, to be piped into the 





wood Anderson and Lillian Hellman, 
drama; Stephen Vincent Benet and 
Archbald MacLeisch, poetry; John 
Steinbeck and Erskine Caldwell, the 


| novelist, and Joseph Wood Krutch, 
Hans von Kaltenborn, CBS foreign | 
news commentator, will be chairman | 


Van Wyck Brook and 
Cowley, criticism. 


Malcolm 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has bought 
an aggregate of 90 spot announce- 


i|ments for this week on WMCA, 


WNEW, WHN, and WQXR, N. Y., 
to advertise its ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
film which opened at the Astor the- 
atre, N. Y., Monday (15). 

Donahue & Coe agented. 








DIZZY WATER 
AIR BAN HAS 


IF WLW'S COVERAGE WERE LIMITED 10 
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BLESSING 


Washington, May 16. 

Administration blessing was placed 
on legislation banning radio adver- 
tising of alcoholic beverages when 
Chairman Doughton,: lemocrat, N. 
C., last week introduced an amend- 
ment to the Federal Alcohol Admin- 
istration Act of 1935 preventing 
broadcasters from ballyhooing ‘any’ 
type of friskifying drinkables. 

Legislation would curb sponsor 
as well as radio stations. Unlawful 
for ‘any person...to broadcast or 
cause to be broadcast, directly or 
indirectly, by means of radio, any 
advertisement of an alcoholic bever- 
age, nor shall any such persons or 
any person for, or in their behalf, 
pay for or sponsor, directly or in- 


directly, any radio program or be \ 
mentioned in any radio advertise- 
ment if, either by use of a trade y pow e 


name or otherwise, reference is 
made to the fact that such person is 
engaged in the manufacture, sale, or 
other distribution of any alcoholic 
beverage.’ 

New proposal falls in line with 
what the FAA was trying to do last 
year, with Administration support. 
Differs from the Senate ban on radio 2. FORT WAYNE 
advertising of dizzy-water, offered 
by Senator James E. Murray, Mon- 
tana Democrat, because it would not 
amend the Communications act but 
would be scrambled with other re- 3. INDIANAPOLIS 
strictions on likker distribution. 


CAVALCADE OF LADIES 4. LOUISVILLE 
TEED OFF BY MRS. F.D.R. 


Federal Theatre Radio Division 
and the Women’s Activities Dept. of 
NBC have collaborated on turning 
out a program to air the lives of 
pioneer American women in vari- 6. DAYTON 
ous fields. Tagged ‘Women in the 
Making of America,’ it’ll start a 13- 
week stretch in a 2-2:30 p.m. slot 
on NBC Blue Friday (19). Mrs. 7. LEXINGTON 
Eleanor Roosevelt, prez’s wife, will 
guest on the initialer. This is sep- 
arately labeled ‘Cavalcade of Amer- 


ican Women.’ 
Directed by Harry A. MacFayden 8. MUNCIE 


of NBC, the program will include 
the Madrigal Singers in arrange- 
ments of early American songs. Mrs. 
Eva vom Baur Hansl, who generated 9. KOKOMO 
the idea of the series, will do short 
interviews with important feminine 
personalities at the conclusion of 


each airing. 10. NEWARK, 0. 


Harry Marble Promoted 
Philadelphia, May 16. 

Harry Marble was promoted last 
week from the gab staff of WCAU 11. SPRINGFIELD, 0. 
to assistant program director. He re- 
places Norris West, who resigned 
to become assistant manager of the 
Philly Orchestra. 12. LIMA, 0. 

Fred Marshall, of WPRO, Provi- 
dence, R. I., will take over Mar- 
ble’s spot on the spiel crew. 
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. COLUMBUS 








5. CHARLESTON 








13. CINCINNATI 


Reid Murdoch & Co. (Monarch 
foods), through Rogers & Smith, 
Chicago, signed with KFRC, San 
Francisco, for 30 100-word an- 








AVERAGE AUDIENCE tuned to WLW from 
8:30 A.M. to 10:30 P.M. Monday through Friday is 


111.8% GREATER than, or TWICE that of the ten 
dominant local stations in the 13 markets surveyed 


by Ross Federal Research Corporation and the 
Alberta Burke Marketing and Research Company*. 


EVEN THIS DISPARITY is based on the unfactual 
assumption that WLW’s coverage is confined to the 


city limits of these 13 cities. 


These comparisons 


completely ignore WLW’s almost complete domi- 
nance in the small town and rural areas. 


IF YOU WOULD KNOW THE WHOLE STORY 
PLEASE WRITE WLW, OR TRANSAMERICAN 
BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION, NEW YORK 


Ask for ‘*MORE FACTS AND FIGURES ON WHY 


I SHOULD BUY 


THE NATION'S STATION.” 








*During week of March 22 through March 28, 1939, Ross Federal Research 
Corporation made 118,920 telephone calls in 12 markets: Columbus, Fort 
Wayne, Indianapolis, Louisville, Charleston, Dayton, Lexington, Muncie, 
Kokomo, Newark, O., Springfield, O., Lima, O. 


In Cincinnati,. the 13th market, Alberta Burke Marketing and Research 
made 21,883 calls, 14,947 of which were completed. 








See the Crosley Building at the New York World’s Fair 








nouncements weekly for one year. 
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IN NEW YORK... 





Court Reverses $56,420 
Jury Decision Against 


McCann-Erickson Agcy. 





Federal Judge Mortimer W. Byers 


Jean V. Grombach fears statement of Miller tape concerning latter’s on Thursday (11) reversed an award | 


| 
lease of Grombach recording studios may give trade idea he (Grombach) | 
is withdrawing from his own production activities—he goes on....Stopping | 
of the Philip Morris-sponsored ‘Guess Where’ quiz is called poetic revenge 
by the boys who alleged it lifted NBC’s ‘Name the Place’ idea. ...coy letter 
sent out by casting director of an industrial film firm soliciting radio actors 
to buy tickets to an opera performance promoted by the casting director’s 


father brought forth an assortment of replies....especially from those | 
who had never goften a call until then from the casting director... .‘Wed- 
ding Present,’ dramatic sketch by Arch Oboler, will be used on tonight’s 
(Wednesday) Texaco program....during Linda Lee’s illness, Hildegarde | 


is subbing on the Robert Ripley series....Knowles Entrikin back from his 
Brattleboro (Vt.) hideaway....transfer of the Benchley, Vallee and Al 
Pearce shows to the Coast has cut down the available dramatic spots.... | 
Tom McKnight, who recently wound up scripting stints on the Phil Baker | 
and Warden Lawes shows, writing skits for the ‘Streets of Paris’ legit revue | 

..those long summer weekends already hitting radio....Mary Martin | 
(‘Heart Belongs to Daddy’) guests May 24 on the ‘99 Men and a Girl’ show. 
She also has a picture deal in the works....Edmund O’Brien and Charlotte 
Manson do the leads on next Saturday’s (20) Arch Oboler stanza.... 
Martin Gabel is too busy readying his legit production of ‘Merchant of 
Venice’ for the fall to do anything but the ‘Big Sister’ program... .the Bob 
Foulks (Alice Frost) have called off their trip to Sweden and will go to 


New Hampshire for three weeks in June-July....Helen Lewis will be on 
next Monday’s (22) ‘Cavalcade of America’ program. 
Donald Peterson, indie producer, has a sideline. Claims to have started 


an alibi bureau via which tailored excuses for business, social and profes- 
sional purposes can be secured. 


IN CHICAGO... 


NBC is launching three new script shows. One, Sunday daytime half | 
hour, is ‘Waterloo Junction’ with June Travis the topper....Betty Winkler 
heads another half hour Friday evening called ‘1,001 Wives’....Sandra 
Michaels authored ‘Affairs of Anthony,’ which will take time now held by 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy.’ Same show did a 13-week ride before on NBC 
....Ted McMurray handed the production assignment for ‘Rhundia,’ new 
Corn-Kix show....Bob Elson’s WGN Sunday baseball excursion for mid- 
west fans meeting terrif response at $4.95 a head for ball game box-seat, 
dinner and baseball motion pictures....Bob Hafter vacationing early from 
his WBBM-Columbia production duties....Glenn Goodwin added to the 
cast of ‘Midstream,’ new Teel (Procter & Gamble) show....Wednesday 
(17) Virginia Payne celebrates 1,500th performance on the ‘Ma Perkins’ 
program. She and Charlie Egelston are the only remaining members of 
the original cast, but Egelston hasn’t reached the 1,500th performance total 
due to fact he’s been written out from time to time. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Glenhall Taylor, producer of Silver Theatre, last week~passed his 17th 








| been misled, and that the plaintiff’s 


of $56,420 granted by a jury on April 
28 to Leora Sollows, in her $100,000 
breach of contract action against 
McCann-Erickson, Inc., and ordered 
a new trial. The judge declared in 
an opinion that he felt the jury had 


idea to exploit cigarcts had not been | 
used. Byers declared, ‘It is now ap- 
parent to the court that the verdict | 
rendered for the plaintiff is not sup- 
ported by the evidence in the plain- 
tiff’s own case.’ 

Action is based on an oral agree- 
ment whereby the plaintiff was to 
receive 5% of all advertising secured | 


| 


| comic, and Lazy Jim Day, tall story teller from Short Creek, Ky. 
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New York City.—McKesson & Robbins’ Calox toothpowder on its early 
morning serial, ‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne,’ has announcer Glen Sterling 


proclaim: ‘No other program offers you free seeds for Hollywood star 
petunias.’ 





Cincinnati—WLW’s ‘Top of the Morning’ program originated in the 
barnyard of the Byron Krollman farm, near here. Show was viewed by 
1,300 rural residents, many of whom were on hand at 5 a.m., 45 minutes 
before air time. 

Gag stunt was a milking contest between Lafe Harkness, harmonica 
Hark- 
ness won by escaping attention of judges in emptying milk from a hot 
water bottle concealed in his coat. 





Indianapolis.—Miss Blanche Young, radio director for the public schools, 
has launched over WFBM a series called ‘Teachers Are People.’ 


Milwaukee.—‘Sheriff for a day’ was the honor conferred upon Russ 


| Winnie, ‘Sidewalk Reporter’ on WTMJ when he took his daily program, 


sponsored by the Schaaf Sausage to Winneconne, Wis., for the annual 


| again. 





year in radio on his 35th natal day....Don Quinn, gag concoctor for Fibber 


McGee and Molly, took a header and cracked his HUMER bone....Gale 
Page and Dorothy Page, no kin, renewing acquaintanceship at NBC after 
working together for years in Chicago....Murray Bolen, producer of 
Jello’er, carries his short wave set with him wherever he goes. Freeman 
Gosden (Amos) also plenty short-wave minded....Harry Ackerman, Young 
& Rubicam producer, soon going off the deep end with Mary Schipp, air 
performer....another romantic item in the Y & R office concerns Adrian 
Samish, headman on the Screen Guild Show, and Adrienne Ames....Dick 
Powell will pass his summer hiatus in Hawaii.,..Raymond Paige is 39 this 
week....Edgar Bergen and the Pabst brewing heiress are seen together 
lots....When Fray Frey isn’t batoning on ‘Big Town’ he’s scanning blue 
prints for a manse .in North Hollywood....Claire Trevor is a notorious 
baby-talker....Gill and Demling’s new character for Joe E. Brown is 
‘Meticulous J. Precise.’... Kitty (Laughing Lady) O’Neil was formerly head 
filbert on a Chicago Nutty Club program....Wilbur Hatch has organized 
a softball team composed of radio musicians....Charlie Vanda makes all 
his social calls in a station wagon....Carroll Carroll, scripter of Kraft 
Music Hall, and Bob Burns are betting at whose home that long legged bird 
will make his first stop....Bob Colwell, scripter on Kellogg Circle, is a 
sucker for comics. They’re all funny and he lets go from way down there. 
...Danny Danker will go in for violent exercise on his vacash. Fishing.... 
John Whedon, Circle writer, found enough idle time on his hands to 





hammer out yarns for Colliers and Cosmopolitan....No one gets around 








by the agency, if her idea was ac- 


White Bass Festival last week. 
ceptable to tobacco manufacturers. yet 








She claimed that as a result of her 
idea the Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. 
spent $1,128,417 in exploiting Twenty 
Grand ciggies. 


WALTER WILLIAMS 
OUT OF WBNO, NEW 0. 


New Orleans, May 16. 





BILL LASTRAPES TO WWL 


New Orleans, May 9. 


Bill Lastrapes, who quit spieling| Latest sudden resignation at 
over WSMB to become secretary to| WBNO involves Walter agg ee 
Clark Salmon, managing editor of|Sales manager. Makes the thirc 


within recent weeks and since the 
present operators took over from the 
Coliseum Place Baptist Church. 
Ormond O. Black quit as station 
manager after a two-week Stay. 


Black succeeded Ed ‘Doc’ 


Item-Tribune as well as radio editor 
of sheet, has resigned to return to 
radio. He joined announcing staff at 
WWL, replacing Lionel Ricau who 
resigned to join WSM, Nashville. 
Gus Koorie has his old job as radio 





before the change in ownership. 





like Mutual’s gossiper, George Fischer. Makes as many as a dozen spots in 
a night....Bob Hope reached too far for a gag and pulled a tendon.... 
Jack Benny doubly smitten by birthdays. Youngster’s and frau’s (Mary 
Livingstone) five days apart....Y & R’s apolloish Franklin Delano 
doubling up this summer....honeymoon and vacation....Cal Kuhl drags 
around a 60-foot extension on his earphones while producing Kellogg Circle 
and Chase & Sanborn. Covers more mileage than any other director.... 
Jimmy Wallington gave Martha Mears her first radio break and now she’s 
really moving....David Broekman is the most musicianly looking podium 
figure in Coast radio. Barbara Jo Allen of Signal Carnival and Isobel 
Randolph of Fibber McGee got parts in “The Women’ at Metro....Clare 
Olmstead taking his sabbatical in the Canadian wilds....Carlton Morse 
referred to in the dailies as ‘the very social.’ 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... . 


Arthur W. Stowe, radio way-back-whener (Horace Heidt, Pat Barnes, 
Northwestern yeast, General Mills, etc.) new CBS production manager 
here....Humberto Herreta’s Brazilians from Frisco Fair to CBS Satur- 
days....Violinist Betty Marino Yoder of ‘Good Morning Tonite’ orchestra 
at KPO and her own string quintet at KYA hospitalized for major opera- 
tion....Richard Bertrandias becomes a KPO-KGO producer next week, 
shifting from press, where Dave McNutt replaces him. Bob Bishop joins 
the stations’ soundicians, succeeding Don Fleming who has taken over his 
father’s business....Margaret Cuthbert, director of women’s activities for 
NBC, out from New York last week to produce several network broadcasts 
in connection with the General Federation of Women’s Clubs annual meet- 
ing....Nancy Douglas and Don McLaughlin, playing the leads in the 
Sperry Flour Company’s daily serial, ‘Dangerous Road,’ over the Coast 
NBC-Red web, head for Hollywood and New York, respectively, after the 
strip fades May 26....Jane McGreevy Harper, KSFO actress, picked for 
leading role in the San Juan Bautista pageant, set for June 25 at the 
historic old mission. Program director J. C. Morgan of KSFO is producing 
and directing the pageant for the fourth consecutive year....Baritone 
Donald Dickson in town last week from Hollywood to sing at Bohemian 
Club. Also was televised at the RCA exhibit on Treasure Island and 
answered questions on a vox pop broadcast from the expo. 
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More Group Theatre 
Adaptations Set For 


Swansdown Program 





Ted Collins has bought three more 





Musso | 
editor on The Item-Tribune back | ee managed the outlet for years | 
! 


Group theatre radio :resentations 
| for use on the Kate Smith Swans- 
| down show. First will be aired on 
| tomorrow (Thursday’s) broadcast, 
| starring Frances Farmer and Luther 
Adler in an adaptation of Sidney 
Kingsley’s ‘Men in White.” ‘Life of 
Sarah Bernhardt’ by Clifford Odets, 
with Stella Adler and Maurice Car- 
novsky in the leads; and Odets’ 
‘Golden Boy’ also with Frances Far- 
mer will follow on successive weeks, 

Group theatre players have already 
done two shots en the program, us- 
ins ‘Rocket to the Moon’ and ‘Awake 
and Sing.’ Don Sharp adapted both, 
and will do the above three, He 
also did the ‘Hot Mikado,’ which 
drew a repeat shot last week after 
being done in April 


Sheriff's Show to MBS 


New Haven, May 16. 

‘First Offender,’ juve correctional 
drama series conducted by Sheriff J. 
Edward Slavin, Monday (15) ex- 
panded from Colonial to Mutual net- 
work as summer sustainer. WICC 
continues to originate, with Mack 
Parker producing. 

Anti-crime emoter, which began 
on WELI a few years ago and later 
moved to WICC, inspired recent 
Columbia film feature, ‘First Of- 
fenders.’ Slavin has built a large 
audience and a large membership 
for his First Offender club, but be- 
yond nominal network retainer has 
no commercial revenue from show. 











Courtenay Savage, Radio Writers 
Guild vice-prez and the organiza- 
tion’s local rep, is in Santa Fe, N. M., 
on vacation, Not due back for sev- 





eral weeks. 






























are you going 
OSTRICH? 





Do you never want to SEE anything? 
Are you going ostrich on YOUR- 
SELF; stubbing one toe fretfully in 
the sand, wondering where your 
next sale’s coming from? Doesn’t it 
mean ANYTHING to you that a 
sponsor who had used everything 
BUT radio, tried WOR evening-time 
and now uses only WOR with 
-- GREATER results than ever before? 
And that another sponsor recently 
made 9 evening-time program men- 
tions on WOR and hurried home 


advertiser or (2) 


also equipped 


with 18,723 letters asking for the 
leaflet he offered. If (1) you’re an 


time-buyer, it will pay YOU to find 
out quick what 
York station has done (is doing) 
and WHAT it might do for YOU. 
Our address is—WOR, 1440 Broad- 
way in New York City. We are 


from: BOSTON, 80 Federal Street; 
CHICAGO, Tribune Tower; SAN 
FRANCISCO, Russ Building. 








an agent or (3) a 


this greater-New 


to run on call 
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Government Radio Fully Endorsed | 





Parliamentary Committee 


Applauds CBC’s Actions 


and Policies—Television Clause 





Montreal, May 16. 
Parliamentary Radio Committee 
which was appointed to survey the 


government’s radio activities, last 
week handed down a clean bill of 
health for the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. and gave blanket approval to 
the policies of the CBC. Most im- 
portant of the committee recommen- 
dations concerned a proposed up- 
ward revision of license fees for 
privately-owned radio stations on a 
wattage basis in proportion to the 
population served. Rumor _ that 
license fee of $1 per watts of station 
power per annum would be exacted 
has not been confirmed, but under- 
standing is that smaller stations 
might pay a fee of approximately 
that amount. Currently private radio 
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$50 per annum regardless of power. 

Parliamentary Radio Committee 
has also decided that no time on net- 
works should be sold for broadcast- 
ing opinions on current affairs, An- 
other decision is that political net- 
work broadcasting in federal or 


sustaining basis only and that more 
time should be made available for 





political broadcasts of this nature 
land equally- divided among all 
| parties. 


| The Radio Committee handed the 


| CBC a pat on the back for its ‘pru- 


| tions is foreshadowed in the remark 
ithat the committee believes ‘That 


increased revenue should result from | 


| improved coverage and 
stations in Canada pay a flat sum of | 


service’— 
for the Corporation. 
Set Tax Check-Up 


Dealers will in future be obliged 
| to report monthly to the Department 
of Transport the names and ad- 
dresses of all purchasers of sets, in- 
cluding the date of each sale, ac- 
cording to the recommendations of | 
the Committee. This is an effort to 
stop use of radio receiving sets un- | 
less the annual license fee is paid. 
Unofficial estimates show that there | 
are over 500,000 radio sets in use in 
Canada on which the annual $2.50 
tax is not paid. There is currently | 
a regulation which imposes on the | 
dealer the obligation of ascertaining 
that a purchaser has a license before | 
he can sell a radio set. Through | 
the new regulation dealers will be 
absolved of this responsibility, plac- | 
ing on Government collectors the | 
burden of getting the license fees. 

The Radio Committee applauded | 
the plans for additional national | 
coverage by the CBC through use | 
of powerful new transmitters in the | 
Prairie and Maritime Provinces. Ap- | 
proval was also expressed for plans | 
of the CBC to concentrate on a/} 
greater number of programs for | 
rural listeners. Reference was made | 
to the decision of the Corporation to | 
maintain but not to increase the| 
present ratio of commercial to sus- 
taining network programmes. 

In regard to television and fac- 
simile broadcasting the policy of the 
Government is not to transfer any 
part of the public domain to private 
interests. Evidently no licenses for 
television or facsimile broadcasting 
to privately owned stations will ever 
be given. The Government will 
probably undertake experiments in 
facsimile broadcasting shortly. 


Did Not Appear 


The Committee report refers to 
‘the better understanding between 
private stations and the Corporation 
recently attained,’ an impression 
which prevails mostly because the 
private stations did not appear be- 
fore the Parliamentary Committee to 
air their grievances when they had 
the chance. 

There is a better understanding 
between private stations and the 
Corporation, but not in the sense 
meant by the Committee. Private 
stations understand better than ever 
that government policies are appar- 
ently directed towards curtailing 
their activities in both the commer- 
cial and entertainment field. 








The highways of Central New York are 
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provincial elections should be on a | 


: London Calling 





London, May 7. 


Charles Cochran’s ‘Night Lights,’ 
the Trocadero cabaret show, will be 


| televized May 17. 





| Normandy gets renewal of time 
'for Rinso and Monkey ‘Brand. The 
| ows are produced by J. Walter 


| Thompson Co. radio department. 


Radio version of Cavalcanti’s docu- 
| mentary film, ‘Health for the Nation,’ 
made by G. P. O. film unit for the 
Ministry of Health, will be broadcast 








May 18, with Ralph Richardson 
narrating. 
Buskers (performers who enter- 


tain theatre queues) are being given 
a wider audience in the new Monkey 


| Brand broadcasts from Luxembourg 
dent surplus’ and a further attack | 
lon revenue sources of private sta- | 


and Normandy which started May 7. 
Tommy Handley introduces them 
and adds some of his own humor. 
Three of these ‘Jokers,’ as they call 
themselves, will go on the air each 


Sunday. 





Electrolux began May 1 a series of 
quarter hour concerts covering a 
two months’ Radio Normandy cam- 


|paign. W. S. Crawford, Ltd., placed 


contract with IBC. 


Modern musical comedy version of 


| Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’ will 


be broadcast by BBC under title 


| ‘Little Miss Rosalind, or What Have 


You?’ Version was written by D. F. 
Aitken, and will have Patrick Wad- 
dington and Patricia Burke in the 
romantic leads. 





Genatosen, Ltd., has contracted a 
further 52 weeks on Normandy. Ar- 
rangements made through Mather & 
Crowther. 





De Reszke Cigarettes star inter- 


views continued on Normandy. 





Sybil Thorndike’s first television 
appearance will be in the play ‘Sun 
Up,’ May 14. 





Dorland Agency contracted with 
IBC for additional series of long 
range weather forecasts on Nor- 
mandy on behalf of Curicones. 





Gilbert Seldes, director of televi- 
sion programs to Columbia Broad- 
casting Co., is now in London to 
study BBC television methods of 
production. Spends his days at Alex- 
andra Palace studio. On his return 
to New York he will be accompan- 
ied by D. H. Munro, BBC television 
production manager, who will advise 
Columbia on latest technical devel- 
opments. 

Professional football clubs have 
agreed to oppose their games being 
televised; question of same facili- 
ties for prize fights will be talked 
over at British B- ing Board of 
Control annual meeting June 10. 








Heinz products signed Jack Hul- 
bert and Cicely Courtneidge, assist- 
ed by Rhythm Brothers, Lew Stone 
and orchestra, for 13 half-hour 
broadcasts on Radio Luxembourg. 


| Mutual Feeds Programs 


To Boston for Shortwave 


Beginning June 1, station WIXAL, 
Boston, will short-wave all Mutual 
programs from 10 a.m. to noon Mon- 
days through Saturdays to Europe 
and South America. 

Spot already picks up spot broad- 
casts from Mutual, but this will be 
the first regular-schedule re-airing. 


Marshing to Europe 


Major John H. Marshing of the In- 
ternational Short Wave Division of 
NBC sailed for Europe last Saturday 
(13). Marshing is chief 0: the Ger- 
man section and supervises all Ger- 
man language short-wave broadcasts 
to this country. 

He is expected back in New York 
next fall. 


Alternates on CKAC Show 


Montreal, May 16. 

New sustainer on station CKAC 
has eight members of the staff alter- 
nating on program called ‘Le Monde 
Aujourd’hui’ (‘World Today’), giving 
news analysis and explanations on 
current events but without opinions. 

Spielers are Yves Bourassa, pro- 
gram director of CKAC; Louis Moris- 
set, publicity chief; Flavius Daniel, 




















traffic manager; Henri Letondal, 
author; Roger Beaulu, Ferdinand 
Biondi, musical directors; Marcel 





Pare and Roy Malouin. 
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'Meanwhile Actors Union Proposes to Raise Dues If 
| Locals Sanction 
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FIGHTING WREN MOVE 


Oppose Kansas City Stations New 
Site for Lawrence Station 








Kansas City, May 16. 
| Application of Station WREN for 
removal from Lawrence, Kans., to 
Kansas City, Mo., comes before the 
FCC for hearing May 23. Appeal 
is receiving the unthrottled opposi- 
tion of the five stations on the Mis- 
souri side and one on the Kansas 
side of the metropolitan area. At 
present area is served by CBS via 
KMBC, NBC red via WDAF and 
the Mutual net via WHB, which op- 
erates only during daylight hours. 
Moot point, as pertaining to local 
interest, will appear to hinge upon 
importance of giving NBC blue pro- 
grams a metropolitan outlet. Net’s 
nearest outlet is now WREN, 40 miles 
west of Kansas City, whose signal 
is lightly received in the two Kansas 
| Cities, 
| Opposition is pointing out it’s 
scarcely necessary to bring another 
station in to provide NBC blue out- 
let as KCMO with its new allotment 
of 1,000 watts is available to serve, 
as is WHB. 


Stanco Checks 
Radio by All 
Known Methods 


McCann-Erickson agency, New 
York, this week placed orders to ex- 














tend the Stanco-sponsored  tran- 
scriptions, “The Career of Alice 
Blair’, to six additional stations, 


namely WOR, New York; WLS, Chi- 
cago; WFIL, Philadelphia; WBAL, 
Baltimore; WLW, Cincinnati; WOW, 
Omaha; WCAE, Pittsburgh, and 
WJSV, Washington. Program has 
been heard since February on WJR, 
Detroit; WMBD, Peoria’ KFBK, 
Sacramento. Program is still on a 
‘test’ basis, but will extend some 
weeks beyond the original period to 
permit final tabulation of check-up 
results. 

‘Blair’ script is alternating plugs 
between Flit, Mistol and Nujol, 
Meamwhile another Stanco brand, 
Daggett & Ramsdell, is continuing 
simultaneously to test ‘Meet Miss 
Julia’ on an eight-station list. Helga 
Lund, former Seattle radioite, is 
writing both series under supervi- 
sicn of radio director Stuart Ludlum. 
Recordings pressed a‘ World. 

Stanco is making an exceptionally 
careful survey of public reaction 
to the two dramatic serials before 
arriving at its final plans. In addi- 
tion to special Crossley surveys 
made locally on an entertainment 
popularity basis there is a contest 
currently in progress to elicit fan 
mail and a definite radio versus non- 
radio contrast is being made with 
the data of the Neilsen market in- 
ventory service. Various other fac- 
tors, including sponsor identification 
tests, are being weighed. 
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Cincinnati, May 16, 

American Federation of Radio Art. 
ists signed a contract effective Sun.- 
day (14) with station WLW, estab. 
lishing a federation shop for actors, 
singers, announcers and sound ef- 
fects men. Union officials stated it 
was the most favorable deal yet ob- 
tained from a station and that it 
calls for raises up to 50% in some 
classifications. 

Will be in effect until 1940 and 
calls for arbitration of all disputes, 
Negotiations for contracts with four 
other local broadcasters are in prog- 
ress. Mrs. Emily Holt, national ex. 





ecutive-secretary of the union, 
planed to New York last night 
(Monday). 

Proposal to boost the national 


dues in AFRA has been approved by 
the national board and referred to 
the local chapters for action. Ten- 
tative new scale raises the minimum 
annual dues from $12 to $24 and 
carries the boost all the way through 
the various brackets. Maximum an- 
nual dues are still $100, but that 
figure is now based on lower annual 
earnings. Initiation fee remains $25- 
$50. If approved by the locals, the 
new scale will be retroactive as of 
May 1. 
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Another Rave! 


“Allen Prescott’s ‘Don’t Forget’ 
series rates sponsorship, He is 
a nimble quiz master.” 


Sid Shalit, 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 
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‘The Career of Alice Blair.’ Cast 
includes Dorothy Lowell, Lawson ° H i 
Zerbe, William Adams, Helaine Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 
Freeman and George Baxter. 
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NBC Charts Course of 23 Five-Yearers: 


Weekly Billings 


Figures prepared by NBC disclose 
that 23 advertisers that have used its 
links for five or more years continu- 
ously have increased their weekly 
expenditures by 849% since they 
gtarted with NBC facilities. Five 
other: clients that have maintained 
the same alliance for four years 
without break have tilted their NBC 
outlay by 320%. 

Taking the 28 customers as a 
whole, their average weekly billing 
from the starting dates to April, 1939, 
has gone from $81,353 to $643,909, or 
a tilt of 692%. The average weekly 
billings for the five-year-or-more 
clients has jumped from $57,089 to 
$541,888, or 849%. 

The accounts involved in this 
breakdown are as follows: 


American Home Products Co. 
American Tobacco Co. 
Bristol-Myers Co, 

Carnation Co, 

Cities Service } 

Cummer Products. 

(Molle Shaving Cream.) 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
F. W. Fitch Co. 

General Foods Corp. 
(Maxwell House Coffee.) 
(La France Soap Flakes.) 

General Mills 

Andrew Jergens. 

S. C. Johnson & Co. 

Kellogg Co. 

Lady Esther Co. 

Miles Laboratories, Inc. 
(Alka Seltzer.) 

Phillip Morris. 

National Dairy. 
(Kraft-Phenix Cheese.) 
(Sealtest.) 

Pacific Coast Borax Co, 

Pepsodent. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. 

Princess Pat. 

Procter & Gamble. 

Richfield Oil Co. 

Standard Brands. 
(Royal Baking Powder.) 


Standard Oil of Cal. | 
Sterling Products. 


(Dr. Lyons Toothpowder.) 
Sun Oil Co. 


Welch Grape Juice Co. 


JACK ADAMS 
TO TEXAS WEB 


' 














John T. (Jack) Adams has fe- | 
signed as radio director of the Er- | 
win, Wasey agency to become ex: | 
ecutive vice-president of the Levon 

| 


State Network. The resignation be- | 
comes effective June 15 and he will | 
leave New York at that time to make | 
his headquarters in Fort Worth. 
Before joining Erwin-Wasey a) 
couple years ago Adams was in pro- | 
gram producing business for himself | 
and had been connected with various | 
broadcasting projects. 





WHK’s SAFETY GESTURE | 


High School Contest Has National | 
Tie-In Angles 








Cleveland, May 16. 

National radio script contest on. 
traffic safety, originated by Larry 
Roller, educational director of WHK- 
WCLE, was won by Alvin Hurwitz, | 
Glenville high school senior, whose | 
winning script is being aired over 
Mutual network Saturday (20). Visio- | 
broadcast is to be staged by school’s | 
dramatic club in Public Music Hall 
before 600 specially invited city 
execs and educators. 


Youngster who won over student- | 
contestants in 5,000 high schools in| 
United States, Hawaii and Canada, is | 


receiving $100 gold watch while his 


school gets a new P.A. system. | 


Awards to be made before mike by 
Roller and Russell Singer, prez of 


American Automobile Association, | 


which adopted and sponsored the 


national stunt. John Studebaker, | 
U. S. commissioner of education, is | 


having his speech made in Washing- 
tov, D. C., cut into program. 


Novelty of Hurwitz’s script was 


that he wrote it backward, begin- | 
ning with auto-killing of an old lady | 


ard working back through what was 
in the minds of guilty ones. 





Add: Fan Mail 





Alice Frost and Martin Gabel, 
leads of the ‘Big Sister’ series, 
received a letter several weeks 
ago from a fan in Birmingham, 
saying he was naming his new 
twins Alice Frost Freedman and 
Martin Gabel Freedman. 

Few days after answering the 
letter they received a second 
missive this time from the moth- 
er, explaining that the expected 
twins aren’t due until August. 
However, the writer explained, 
the doc has promised there will 


Have Upped 8497, 


KCM0’s Big Night 


Kansas City, May 16. 

tation KCMO celebrated its jump 
to 1,000 watts and 1450 kilocycles 
with a special broadcast from the positively be twins. What’s more 
| Little Theatre of Municipal audito- he predicts a boy and a girl. 
|Tium last week, Actual switch from| Miss Frost and Gabel are as- 
| 100 to 1,000 watts was made few days| ‘Sured the choice of names will 
previous without public announce-| stick. 
ment, partly for testing purposes. 
Program and party in the Little| Rheingold Beer (Liebmann Brew- 




















Crown Drug company officials and|paign. The agency is Lord & 
store managers and friends of both | Thomas and the stations are WJMD 
| Organizations, Station is prexy-ed | Frederick, Md.; WSAL, Salisbury: 
by Tom Evans, Crown Drug partner. | WTBO, Cumberland; WSVA, Har- 
| risonburg, Va; WTAR, Norfolk; 





én additional year with Normandy ,| WMBG, Richmond, and WJEJ, Hag- 
for Pepsodent Tooth Paste. erstcown. 


Theatre served as formal announce-| eries) has bought the rights to ‘Call- | 
ment to employees of the station, |ing All Cars’ for its southern cam- | 





Lord & Thomas are contracted for , WCSC, Charleston; WIOD, Miami; | 
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Sharp Questioning by Fred Thompson 
Focuses Attention on Newspaper Bid 


Washington, May 16. rogatories by Commissioner Fred 
Policy-establishing case on the Thompson, newcomer on the air- 
troublesome matter of press owner-| W@Ve Police force and a veteran 
cg. a cay | publisher, who reputedly promised 
ship is in the mill, Vehicle for pro- | President Roosevelt he would be 
nouncement of the FCC attitude to-| deaf to any pleas from his former 
ward mixing linotypes and modu- | associates in the journalistic fra- 
ternity. 








lators is the application for permis- | 
sion to shift control of WJBL, De- | 
at Ill., to Decatur newspapers. | Canadian Fur Trappers of New 








Although only a book-keeping | York has bought six and a quarter 
oo the ger ge indicated | hours weekly on WNEW, N. Y., to 
gt nmap ge ge grab fur storage trade. Split into 11 
cision on this application. (Present|auarter hours on Make-Believe- 
owner of the transmitter is Charles| Ballroom; 10 minutes of recorded 
R. Cook, who also bosses the town’s | music m.c.’d by Sam Brown at noon 
woodpulp media.) Additional time | five days weekly; five 10-minute 
| was granted for oral argument, so | shots on Music Hall program; 40 spot 
the social and economic aspects} announcements weekly on Milk- 
| could be thoroughly weighed, while | man’s Matinee; 30 minutes recorded 
|many indicative questions were! music Sundays; and five quarter 
| heaved at the barristers. Attention| hours weekly with Rosalind Sher- 
| was attracted to the sharp inter-| man’s interviews. 

















CORRECTION... 


In a recent advertisement inserted by WLW 
the following statement was made... 


“WLW so dominates this territory that day in and 
day out during the entire week studied 48.3% of 
all radio homes were tuned to WLW.” 


In this same advertisement Louisville, Ky., was listed as one of the cities 
included in the “territory” and readers might quite naturally assume, in 
the light of the unqualified statement quoted above, that this percent- 


age represented the WLW coverage in Louisville and in all of the cities 
listed in the ad. 


LET’S LOOK AT WLW’S OWN FIGURES 


(We quote from their “Analysis” ) WEEK DAYS 


Leading Local Station % Local NBC Station % of 
of Listening Audience Listening Audience 
(WHAS) (WAVE) 


93.6% 2 2 
11.4% 92.3% 21.8% 


WLW % of Listening 


Audience 


CINCINNATI 
LOUISVILLE 





We feel it our duty to call attention to these figures which will correct any 
impression that may have been conveyed to purchasers of radio time that adequate 
coverage of Louisville or of the area surrounding Louisville can be delivered by 


any station other than.... 


CBS BASIC STATION—50,000 WATTS—820 KILOCYCLES 


WHAS is owned and operated by the 
Courier-Journal and _ the 


Times. 


Louisville 
Represented nationally by Ed- 





ward Petry & Company. 
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Trimsistion Made by Columbia 
Glorities WPA’s Story 


For England 





RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 17, 1939 











vv 


London, May 2. 

BBC’s New York office enlisted 
aid of Columbia Workshop’s William 
N. Robson for a dramatization of the 
story of WPA, prepared and record- 
ed there and shipped for reproduc- 
tion over the U. K. network. It has 
now been heard here (1) under the | 
title ‘No Help Wanted.’ While it was} 
unashamed glorification of the ad-| 
ministration, it made a vivid docu- | 
ment. 

Narrative began before 1929's | 
‘Black Thursday’ and contrasted the | 
superabundantly wealthy condition | 
of U. S. before the slump with the} 
deadly rot that afterwards set in.| 
Swelling of unemployment figures 
from 2,000,000 to an all-time high of 
12,000,000 was the cue for playing on 
notes of poverty, despair and fear 
that assailed the American people 
during the last Hoover period, as 
prelude to suggesting how the ear- 
liest duty of the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration was to tackle the problem 
nationally. The speakers reeled off | 
facts and figures implying how WPA | 
grew, and incidentally explained for | 
many British listeners for the first | 
time the meaning of such cabalastic | 
symbols as FERA, CWA, CCC and| 
some others. 

If it was propaganda for Roose- 
velt it still remained a program of 
gripping interest, with the docu- 
mentary technique of the Columbia 
school excellently drilled to use con- | 
trasted voices to effect, together with | 
music, sketches re-emphasis of key | 
points and all the rest of the tricks. 
They’re keenly interested in the 
U. K. on America’s social problems, 
and to a country with its own con- 
stant unemployment bogey this was 
a good one to choose. It was calcu- 
lated to make Britishers feel the 
U. S. was at grips with its subject, 
though probably few listeners to the 
BBC broadcast would stop to pon-| 
der other aspects of the public | 
works theory. 




















HIT THAT BALL 
With Stan Lomax 
Quiz 
30 Mins. 
Friday, 10 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

This one is strictly for the rabid 
fans. It tests them on the biographi- 
cal details of ball players and on 
freak plays, incidents, etc., of the 
game. Stan Lomax conducts. He 
had players pitted against sports 
writers, most of them Well up on the 
subject, as expected. 

For the addicts, it’s a good show. 
Will clear the wavelength of all 
others. Land. 


JAN RUBINI 
With Regent Theatre 





Orchestra, Gladys Evans, Thelma 

Graeme 
30 mins. : ‘ 
INDEPENDENT OIL INDUSTRIES 
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 

2 UW, Sydney 

With heavy advances ballyhoo Jan 
Rubini, by eres, “eg with Hoyts, 
bowed to Australia for a series of 
broadcasts over the Albert-Doyle 
loop. Premiere show disappointed 
badly, and probably a new line, 
changed ‘script, and tighter produc- 
tion will follow. They are urgently 
necessary. : 

Rubini titled, or the sponsors did, 
the first opus ‘Intimate Snapshots of 
Hollywood. Title was misleading 
and useless. Fiddler mentioned cer- 
tain stars of the screen who were 

rsonal friends of his, and then had 

wo local warblers render songs as 
done by Jeannette MacDonald and 
Irene mne. There was certainly 
nothing ‘intimate’ in this section of 
the presentation. 

The Regent orchestra, one of the 
finest here, seemed to lose something 
over the air. Rubini started musicians 
oft slowly with Faust, but after a 
little while began to swing the opera. 

The closing bit was undoubtedly a 
puzzle to everybody and dropped the 
entire presentation down insofar as 
entertainment for the commercial 
masses. Commentator recited a piece 
definitely smelling of the story ‘Of 
Human Bondage’ whilst the orchestra 
played ‘suitable’ music. The whole 
thing was a poor production idea. 
Jan Rubini is too good an artist to 
waste on junk like this. Rick. 


KEN W. F. COOPER 
‘Camera Club’ 
15 Mins.—Local 
Tuesday, 9:15 
CFCF, Montreal 
Ken Cooper is a photog expert 
with a rep in Canadian advertising 
circles who does an excellent job 
of making photography easy to un- 
derstand. Program is aimed at the 
mob who want to learn how to make 
better pictures and talk is couched 
in simple language with technical 
terms avoided as much as possible. 
Shapes up as first rate air fodder 
for the minority that cares. Mori. 


ANN HARDING 
Dramatic Sketch 

12 Mins. 

STANDARD BRANDS 
Thurs., 8 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York. 


THE PREAKNESS 

With Clem McCarthy, Edwin C. 
Hill, George Van Deren and orch, 
El Gary 

3 Hrs. and 30 Mins. 


| AMERICAN OIL CO. 
| Saturday (13), 2 P.M. 
| WFBR, NBC, Baltimore 
(Joseph Katz) 


Historic race emanating from 
Pimlico and rated one of turfdom’s 
classics, has been sewed up for some 
years by WFBR, which arranges to 
feed to the NBC Red, its regular af- 
fliate. American Oil, traditional 
sponsor buys available time preced- 
ing the actual running at 5:15 for a 





(J. Walter Thompson) 
Brought out of retirement to lend 
her talents to a piece of murky 
would-be religiosity, Ann Harding 
acquitted herself in fine trouper 
fashion last Thursday night (11). 


‘studio party’ giving human interest 


| highlights, personalities, stable talk, 
odds, etc., mixed in with music and | 
entertainment by staff set-up. ‘Party 
this year was given a Maryland state 


hook-up; NBC Red taking only the 





Rudy Vallee, whom the program | 
seeks to build as a dramatic actor, | 
read the lines opposite her. Miss | 
Harding set the mood, the tempo and | 
everything else and Vallee proved | 
nin.ble enough in keeping up with 
her. 

Meaning or intent of the script, 
authored by Milton - Geiger, must 
have been obscure to the average 
listener. It had something to do 
with faith and human will. The lo- 
cale was a church. As read by Miss 
Harding the lines at times sounded 
as though she were juggling with a 
theme of imponderable consequence. 
Vallee played the part of a tor- 
mented soul with a face disfigured 
by war, while Miss Harding dis- 
pensed the calming unction of faith 
and hope. Odec. 


‘DON’T FORGET’ 
Quiz 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 

‘Don’t Forget’, is a poor addition to 
the list of quiz programs on the air. 

he usual formula is employed: cash 
prizes for mailed questions accepted, 
similar awards for correct answers 
by participants, etc. Five con- 
testants are selected at random from 
the audience and paid $5 each plus— 
and here’s the most nebulous part of 
it—68lec. if they answer a question 
correctly. 

The purpose of the program osten- 
sibly is educational. The method in 
answering the questions is suggested 
by a key. For instance, m.c. Allen 
Prescott asked this question: ‘Who 
was president of the U. S. when the 
Lone Eagle flew the Atlantic?’ Since 
Lindbergh’s first initial is ‘C’, that 
was supposed to indicate the answer 
—Coolidge. Whew! 

On Friday night there was scarce- 
ly one intelligent question. Pres- 
cott, too, had his difficulties since his 
attempt to achieve informality by 
cutting up personal touches with his 
contestants skidded considerably 
since they weren’t very responsive. 


‘BACK NUMBER UP’ 

Radio Guild Drama 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 

Authored by Merritt P. Allen, this 
piece concerning the political activi- 
ties of a small Vermont town was 
nicely acted but rather pointlessly 
written. Allen has scribbled many 
dramatic pieces and series for radio, 
including several built around the 
characters in this story. 

In homely philosophy and _ back- 
woods humor, the telling of the fight 
for the position as town ‘Overseer of 
the Poor’ had much. But it all 


actual running of the race. 


paddock and various other stragetic 
spots around the Pimlico track and 


combo), studio party effectively 
heated up the doings with nicely 
contrasted interludes of music and 
comment. Other races on the day’s 
program preceding the big event had 
Clem McCarthy and Edwin C. Hill, 
on hand for the featured doings, 
pitching in for strong support. Van 
Doren’s music nicely aided by socko 
vocalizing by El Gary, supplied en- 
tertaining background throughout 
entire build-up. 

Preakness itself, an upset of the 
dope previously handed out by all 
and sundry ‘experts,’ had McCarthy 
spilling wordage in his usual excited 
fashion which got a bit out of 
bounds when Chalendon made his 
bid to overtake the favored Johns- 
town. Managed to grab hold nicely 
though, with final result okay and 
a reasonable word picture of what 
actually happened. Edwin C. Hill 
handled the local color and high- 
lights, not overlooking a plug for the 
Stevens Brothers, track food and 
drink concessionaires. Plugging of 
sponsor by both McCarthy and Hill, 
rather overdone on repetition, but 
broadcast on the whole, packed con- 
siderable wallop and thrill. Burm. 


LOUISE and CURT MASSEY 
‘TWILIGHT TRAIL’ 

With The Westerners 

Discs 

15 Mins. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

TOBACCO 
Wed.; 7:45 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Russell M. Seeds) 

‘Twilight Trail’ is the themer of 
a vocal and instrumental ‘Western’ 
turp heard on platters plugging Bug- 
ler roll-your-own-cigarets tobacco. 
Economy angle is pushed hard. Em- 
phasized is fact ‘you can roll 20 or 
more cigarets with a five-cent pack- 
age of Bugler; and 40 with a ten- 
center of the long leaf. Presumably, 
sales talk is intended mainly for 
small town and rural dialers—which 
explains spotting on 50,000-watt 
WwaGy. 

For market envisaged, type of en- 
tertainment is well selected. Sing- 
ing is oy good and the instru- 
mental work is perhaps a bit more 
than passable. Soloists are Louise 
Massey and Curt Massey, a baritone. 
A femme twosome warble once; a 
mixed group harmonizes often and 
better. Players include violin, guitar 
and piano accordion. Jimmy Leon- 
ard blows for Bugler. Jaco. 


HAL CULVER 

Songs and Talk 

15 Mins.—Local : 
SKUDLAND PHOTO SERVICE 
M-W-F; 9:30 p.m. 





hinged on the tricks of an old codger 
to beat out two younger men for the 
spot, and that’s where it failed. Lis- 
teners probably expected a Judge 
Hardy miracle to eliminate the two 
who were ganging him; instead, the 
final result was flat. Title came in 
when ‘Noah,’ the cenetral character, 
was informed he had been labeled a 
‘Back Number’ by his younger op- 
position. He wasn’t going to run 
originally, but that got up his dander 
enough to teach the young whipper- 
snappers an old dog has many tricks. 
Didn't work out in the telling. 





‘MELODY RIDDLES’ 
With the Weintraubs 
30 Mins, 

RINSO 

Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

2 GB, Sydney 

New commercial idea premiered 
here and liked. Somewhat similar 
to a show presented by the BBC and 
picked up in this spot on DX. As 
now set ‘Riddles’ should find plenty 
of fans over winter months, espe- 
cially as prizes are presented to the 
winners. 

Different angle to this one lies in 
the fact that short sketches are acted 
by a small cast of locals and invited 
audience attempts to pick a song title 
suggested by each sketch. If title 
is picked prize amounts to $4. Wein- 
traubs, musical combo, then plays 
the number with backing of a quar- 
tette. Pop songs are used to make 
the guessing easier. There are five 
sketches running about two minutes 
each presented every session. 

Listeners are also invited to sub- 
mit sketches suitable for use in the 
session, with a prize of $4 for every 
one accepted. 

Commercial is short and snappy: 
the presentation is high-grade, and 
the entire show moves with a. 

ick. 





WLS, Chicago 
(Newby, Peron & Flitcraft) 

Little Mr. Pollyanna with a ‘smile 
for today and a word of good cheer 
for the merry, merry world.’ That’s 
Hal Culver and his approach to the 
big rural audience that listens to this 
station. For the audience and for 
the product, Culver and his ‘smile 
market’ may do all right. 

He handles the cheery talk and 
songs and also the commercials. It’s 
a low-cost set-up but the agency in- 
dicates that it knows what it is do- 
ing in order to sell photographic en- 
largement service. 

Culver’s work is good enough. He 
sings his songs in the ‘home folks’ 
fashion which is standard on this 
transmitter and he talks across the 
back fence with oke camaraderie. 

Gold. 


‘MELODY AND MIRTH’ 

With Maurice Spitalny’s orch, Ber- 
nie Armstrong, Kinder Sisters, 
Chuzzy Ross, Stephanie Diamond, 


Sugarfoot & Rufus. 
60 Mins. Local 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 7:30 p. m. 
KDKA, Pittsburgh 

‘Melody and Mirth,’ with em- 
phasis on the former, is a pretty fair 
show-case for flock of KDKA’s regu- 
lar talent. For a variety show, it needs 
more comedy. Too much vocal stuff 
now, with three Kinder sisters, 
Chuzzy Ross and Pat Haley each 
spotted twice to make it more or less 
of a singing marathon. 

As it siands, program seems tsssed 
together too loosely and needs con- 
siderable tightening. Bernie Arm- 
strong is an amiable, casual m.c. and 
manages to give the whole thing a 
ane | touch without bending back- 
ward. Cohen. 





Pat Haley, Johnny Shiliano and. 


in charge of advertising and pub- 
| licity, led the plugging for television 
on Vex Pop’s broadcast from World’s 
Fair. Mullen, slightly twangy of 
voice but easy-going of manner, ex- 
pressed the hope. television would 
be used in exploitation of the Vox 
Pop Kentucky Klub tobacco: 


democratic American ears, 
Count Rossi, vermouth-wine manu- 





facturer, ‘richest bachelor in the 
world,’ and grand slam winner in 
speed-boat competition last year. 
Even though the Count: be a good 
guy, Johnson overdid the obsequious 


a : ; | business. 
Utilizing direct wires to press box, | 





Maury Paul, chronicler for the 


a studio set up featuring George| Hearst papers of the 400’s activities, 
an Doren and his orchestra (house | 4 


id not give any real lowdown in a 
‘For Men Only’ guester on NBC. 
With the assistance of emcee George 
Jessel, Paul did emphasize, one 
might say ballyhoo, that he was first 
to print that King Edward would 
marry Mrs. Wallis Simpson, even if 
it meant abdication. Paul said he 
stuck to the prophesy, despite scof- 
fers, and thereby scored his biggest 
beat. ‘Cholly Knickerbocker’ re- 
marked that he had seen so many 
weddings he ‘hated the sight of 
white satin.” Comedy exchanges be- 
tween him and Jessel were mild. 

The society by-liner pitched his 
voice a bit high—and it is not a 
large one. 


Harry Herlick is back on the 
ozone. Heard Fridays at 9:30 p.m. 
over the NBC blue ribbon the vet- 
eran broadcasting giver-outer has 
some sturdy qualities of musician- 
ship. His stuff is consistently pleas- 
ant and attractive. Large numbers 
of old timers will welcome him back 
and he should please the casual 
tuners who run across him. 

Uses simple rather than flambouy- 
ant arrangements and plays music 
the way the boys and girls without 
theories on the subject like it. 





Lux show on Monday (15) from 
Hollywood over WABC starred Wil- 
liam Powell and Miriam Hopkins in 
condensed version of Robert E. 
Sherwood’s ‘Tovarich’, but the real 
hit of the hour’s program was the 
Grand Duchess Marie of Russia. 
Scheduled only for a brief talk be- 
tween act 2 and 3, former Russian 
noblewoman won all with a recital 
of her past and present life. Talk 
was straight from the heart. Draw- 
ing a parallel between Miss Hopkin’s 
role of the Grand Duchess Tatiana 
in the play and Powell’s impersona- 
tion of Prince Michael, Marie ex- 
pressed in simple English, slightly 
accented, her delight that fate had 
taught her new lessons on how to 
meet life, no matter how humble. 

Radio playlet cast in support of 
the two stars consisted of C. Henry 
Gordon, Lawrence Grossmith and 
Heather Thatcher, with several 
others in minor parts. Despite prom- 
inence of acting names, adaptation 
of ‘Tovarich’ to ether requirements 
was not an altogether happy occa- 
sion. Primarily, because so much of 
it was eliminated to meet require- 
ments of this medium and also be- 
cause the two film headliners were 
overly dramatic. Many lines were 
delivered by Miss Hopkins in “the 
grand manner’ where they should 
have been read with quiet firmness. 
Many of the bits of business and 
qualities of John Halliday and Marta 
Abba in the N. Y. legit presentation 
are completely lost via the ether 
and make the principal difference 
in Powell and Miss Hopkins’ attempt 
to carry the parts unseen. 

On the whole, though, the thin 
gossamer of this tale of Russian re- 
fugees’ plight and penury in Paris 
exile has been worn thin and is 
pretty familiar by now to most 
audiences. 

Cecil B. DeMille was his usual 
smooth self as entrepeneur and cas- 
ually tied up his introduction of the 
evening with allusions to his 7,000 
mile ‘Union Pacific’ tour. His intro- 
ductory talk, however, was inter- 
rupted by a half-minute of silence 
du to mechanical failure somewhere 
along the line. This has happened 
freqvently of late on a number of 


prominent programs on major net- 
works. 





_ Hendrik Willem Van Loon unwit- 
tingly opened the ears of NBC lis- 
teners to some cryptic behind-the- 
scenes remarks when he finished, be- 
fore schedule, his address opening a 
discussion of ‘The Writer’s Respon- 
sibility for the Crisis of Today and 
the World of Tomorrow’, at the 
P.E.N. conference in a World’s Fair 
building and shifted the program to 
England for a speech by P. b 
Priestly. After Van Loon had weight- 
ily hurled a verbal challenge at to- 
talitarianism, in came a voice, with 
the Americanese ‘okey doke.’ A 
second or two elapsed and then an- 
other ejaculating in a husky whis- 
per, ‘Good God, he is too early.’ The 
announcer ended the embarassing 
situation by cutting off the broadcast 
until Priestly was ready to speak. At 
the conclusion of the English author- 
playwright’s address, Van Loon ex- 





vlained jokingly that he expected 


Frank E. Mullen, RCA’s new v.p. 


was | repetitious or shop talky. 


t 
| tion by fellow scribes. 


ai, 


Follow-Up Comment 


for his talk and that the quick shift 
to London was unexpected. Hence 
the mysterious voices heard. The 
conference writers laughed at Van 
Loon’s ‘covering up.’ 

Incidentally, the addresses broad- 


| cast for several afternoons on NBC 


by noted American and foreign 


authors, journalists, ete., might vary- 
Another guest, before whom iti ingly ty considered by £ ~e 


Johnson made so many salaams for| profound, over heavy, 


listeners as 
stimulating, 
Evident 


| they had been prepared with an eye 


o appearance in print and to recep- 
Some, if not 
much of the ground had been cov- 
ered in the tremendous radio and 
press output of the past year. 





Fred Allen extracted plenty of 
laughs from exchanges with Norman 
Dine, of New York’s ‘Sleep Shop.’ 
This despite the fact Dine had pre- 
viously guested on Ralston’s ‘Inside 
Story’ program. ‘The person you did 
not expect to meet’ played for bellys 
and clicked. 

Allen’s joshing, the previous week, 
with Robert Porterfield of Barter 
Theatre fame, was also amusing. 
Porterfield’s infectious giggle, which 
rippled unexpectedly (Allen seemed 
to be ad libbing at times), helped to 
make the interview humorously in- 
formal 


Kate Smith’s Swansdown-Calu- 
met hour Thursday (11) offered a 
sock trailer for Michael Todd’s ‘Hot 
Mikado’ now on Broadway with Bill 
Robinson in the lead. Bit was a re- 
peat; it was originally done on the 
program several weeks ago, the 
second shot aired via ‘popular de- 
mand.’ A couple of Sundays before 
it was also on RCA Masgic Key. 

With Robinson interpolating taps 
into his vocal handling of ‘Innocent 
Merriment’ and Eddie Green and the 
Harmoneers excellently assisting, the 
appeal that warranted the return 
shot was apparent. Through the en- 
tire curtailed bit ran a buoyant im- 
—— that conveyed to listeners 

ojangles and his cohorts were en- 
joying themselves as well as making 
it enjoyable. Especially was this so 
in the handling of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan lyrics. ‘Tit-willow’ was in- 
cluded. Executioner resignation 
scene was well acted. 

Robinson made a short but effec- 
tive curtain speech labelling the re- 
ception of the bit a tribute to the 
colored race. 





Jane Cowl guested Sunday (14) on 
the Magic Key program over NBC 
blue, doing the lead in a sentimental 
sketch, ‘Who'll Buy My Lavender,’ 
for which Hilda Lawrence was cred- 
ited as scripter. Piece was some- 
what overboard on the hoke tear- 
yanking stuff, but provided the ac- 
tress with expansive range. Miss 
Cowl reasserted her impressive tal- 
ent of forceful eloquence, deft nu- 
ances of expression and timing but 
occasionally lapsed in the contrast- 
ing voices of tired age and tremulous 
girlishness. Supporting perform- 
ances were satisfactory and the 
production was tiptop. 

Also guesting on the show was 
James Melton, offering several Op- 
eratic selections and one pop. He 
showed vitality and vocal coloring, 
particularly on the operatic pieces. 





Paul Whiteman reached into the 
Gilbert & Sullivan library again 
last Wednesday (10) for extracts in 
swing from ‘Pinafore. They con- 
sisted of briefie bits of ‘I’m the 
Ruler of the Queen’s Nave-e-e,’ by 
the Modernaires; ‘Poor Little But- 
tercup,’ by Joan Edwards; ‘Sixes or 
Sevens,’ by Clark Dennis, and ‘Give 
Three Cheers,’ by the whole com- 
pany. Pieces were well handled, 
but proved to be not too well suited 
to radio, particularly in such short- 
ened form and out of their context. 

Otherwise, the program was thor- 
oughly big-time music. Whiteman’s 
instrumentational skill was mani- 
fest in the orchestra numbers, while 
Miss Edwards again demonstrated 
her singing punch. Musical back- 
ground for the first commercial was 
a bright touch. 





Edward Arneld pluyed another 
guest shot Sunday night (14) on the 
Chase & Canborn show over NBC 
red, teaming again with Don Ameche 
in the same ‘Red Carnation’ comedy 
playlet they did on the series some 
months ago. It was a trivial piece, 
but offered a beguiling bit of fool- 
ing with an amusing tag. Arnold’s 
infectious laugh added to the effec- 
tiveness of the piece, while Ameche 
also had a part suited to his style. 
Small part of the girl was well 
played. 

Roy Atwell also guested on the 
session, repeating his familiar tan- 
gle talk, and Charley McCarthy was 
at his best with a round of far- 
pene quips about his new race- 

orse. 





New York World’s Fair and WMCA 
New York, have gotten together for 
a May 26 ‘WMCA Day’. Many of 
station’s programs of that day will 
emanate from the Fair including 
Five Star Final, a variety show 
headed by Billy Glason, and a quiz 





three and a half minutes’ applause 


show conducted by Allie Low Miles. 
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~ Shotwell Idea N.G.toA.F.M. 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY .. $1 











American Federation of Musicians is bitterly opposed to the granting 
of a secondary copyright to the manufacturers of phonograph records 
as recommended by the Shotwell Committee. The AFL feels that if the 


law is to extend any such right it 


should go to the interpretive artist. 


It sees no need of inserting this provision into the law, since the 
manufacturer can be protected in other ways. 











That Musical Get-Out-of-the-Way 
At Fair Called Copyright Violation 


Mechanical rights bureau of the 
Musie Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion is wrestling with a legal poser 
which involves the use of ‘Sidewalks 
of New York’ in the siren system of 
the electric strollers on the grounds 
of the N.Y. World’s Fair. Harry Fox, 


head of the bureau, feels that the 
use comes within the purview of the 
copyright law, but he hasn’t de- 
cided just how the recorded right 
can be applied to the mechanism. 


Problem was tossed into Fox's lap 
by Max Mayer, owner of the copy- 
right on ‘Sidewalks.’ Mayer advised 
Fox that since the tune is being ex- 
ploited by a commercial enterprise 
there ought to be some way for him 
to collect a royalty. Mayer also de- 
clared that while the number has 
become closely and _ importantly 
identified with the showmanship of 
the Fair he himself sees no signs of 
profiting from it unless it is from 
such special uses as the siren on 
the strollers. 

The strollezs are operated by the 
American Railway Express Co., and 
the warning horn is so devised that 
when pressed it plays the first sev- 
eral bars of ‘Sidewalks of New York.’ 


PERFORMING RIGHTS 
HUDDLE IN LONDON 


International Confederation of 
Performing Rights Societies will 
hold its annual convention in Lon- 
don during September. The exact 
date will be set by the confedera- 
tion’s executive committee. 

Convention had been scheduled 
for July, but was called off sine die 
when Nazi seizure of Czechoslovakia 
made war look imminent. 











UTAH BOOKINGS 


Many Changes Readying Fer Sum- 
mer Season 








Salt Lake City, May 16. 


Larry Kent’s band draws opening 
assignment May 27 at Hotel Utah’s 
Starlite Gardens, swank al fresco 
joint, with Wally Williams’ home- 
town cleffers extending their chores 
at hostelry’s beer-pretzelry, Rendez- 
vous. Ray Bradford’s band, current- 
ly at the Hotel Utah Empire room, 
moves to Pinecrest Inn, canyon re- 
sort, Decoration Day. Merle Carle- 
son into same spot for five days 
commencing May 25. 


Jimmy Walsh repeats 1936 assign- 
ment at Saltair, beach resort. Jerry 
Jones, who batons his own band, 
will shutter his Rainbow Randevu 
and take his band to Lagoon, sub- 
urban combo beach and amusement 
park. 


Paul. Stephens, who recently ac- 
quired the Brass Rail, downtown 
ccve, will front his own Dixieland 
outfit. 


S. M. Covey, who operates Covey’s 
Coconut Grove, one of the largest 
ballrooms in America, will resume 
practice of importing name bands for 
one nighters, replacing his regular 
band, Adolph Brox and his music. 


Benefit for ‘Red’ Long 


New Orleans, May 16. 

Arrangements are being made to 
put on a benefit performance for 
‘Red’ Long, musician, who has been 
playing in this territory for 20 years 
and is now seriously ill in John 
Dibert hospital. Show will include 
George Olsen and the floor show 
now at the Roosevelt hotel and 
members of WWL’s musical and 
program staff. 

Irving Vidacovich will baton the 
station’s contribution to the event, 
and Audrey Charles, Harold Boehm 
and Banville Sisters Trio will be 
among the vocalists. 











| VOLUNTARY REFUND 


Goodman Gives College Promoters a 
Gift of $250 








Minneapolis, May 16. 

When Benny Goodman learned 
that the net profits for his Coliseum 
one-night dance appearance amounted 
to only $45 for the two promoters, 
George Gould and Glen Nicolin, 
University of Minnesota students, he 
sent the boys his personal check for 
$250. Goodman, of .course, drew 
down a substantial guarantee for his 
share, but the University bunch here 
is acclaiming him for his generosity 
in turning back a portion of it to 
Gould and Nicolin. 

The former is a member of the 
Gopher football squad. 


Song Hit Guild 
In Radio Bid 








To Amateurs 


Offering collaboration to tyro 
songwriters from either a melody or 
lyric’ angle, the Song Hit Guild, Inc. 
of New York has signed for a 13 
week stretch on WNEW, N. Y.’s 
Make-Believe-Ballroom. Guild is 
composed of 10 writers; Nick Ken- 
ny, Johnny Mercer, Ray Henderson, 
Sammy Fain, Johnny Burke, Fred 
Fisher, J. Fred Coots, Charles To- 
bias, Percy Wenrich, and Benny 
Davis. F ) 

Guild offers a booklet free to 
listeners that contains melodies and 
lyrics. Idea is for said tyro to fit 
words to the melodies or vice versa. 
Each tune and set of lyrics are dis- 
tinct from each other and penned by 
various of the writers named. 


SHAW TOOTING AGAIN, 
MAESTRO RECOVERED 


Los Angeles, May 16. 
Artie Shaw has completely recov- 
ered from a serious throat infection 
and picks up his horn again with the 
band at the Palomar tomorrow night 
(Wed.). He goes back on his Old 
Gold air show next Sunday (21). 
Dancery may hold him for addi- 
tional four or six weeks. Original 
date called for six weeks. Band has 
been doing terrific biz despite ab- 
sence of its head and front man. 














Marion Dugan Replaces 
Bea Wain With Clinton 


Marion Dugan, singer, who has 
pinch hit for Bea Wain in the past 
when the latter was ill or on vaca- 
tion, will replace Miss Wain with 
Larry Clinton’s orchestra when it 
opens at the Park Central hotel, N. 
Y., tonight (Wednesday). Miss Wain 
is being .offered for theatres and 
radio on her own, and will make her 
own recordings. 

No dates lined up for Miss Wain. 
She left Victor with Clinton when 
the latter pulled out to go with Eli 
Oberstein’s new outfit. 


Sax Slurred 


Cincinnati, May 16. 
A dozen full-year scholarships in 
any orchestral instrument except 
saxophone and percussion for high 
school grads from 18 to 25 years is 
being offered jointly by WLW and 
the Cincinnati College of Music. 








June 1 to July 1 by WLW and other 
stations in the Mutual network. 








Courses start Sept. 11 and contests : 
for winners will be conducted from , the tune, one of four, is the only one 


Bert Block Drops Baton 
To Manage Dick Stabile 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Bert Block, band leader whose 
‘Bell Music’ was heard at Bill 
Green’s a year ago, has dropped the 
baton to become personal manager 


for Dick Stabile’s band. Latter 
playing flock of college dates around 
here before stepping into New York’s 
Famous Door this week for a run 
with his wife, Gracie Barrie. Block’s 
outfit disbanded and flock of the 
personnel has caught on with other 
orks. 


Evelyn Oakes, who joined Stabile’s 
band as vocalist when Paula Kelly 
left to go with Al Donahue, is back 
with Bunny Berigan. 


Out-of-Court Settiement 
Ends Bitner-Feist Suit 
Agamst Film Company 


Suit of the late Edgar F. Bitner 
and the estate of Leo Feist against 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Corp. 


for $88,500 in connection with the 
sale of the Feist catalog was settled 
out of court Monday (15) as trial 
was about to start before N. Y. su- 
preme court Justice Isador Wasser- 
vogel. MGM had put in a counter- 
claim of $128,000 on the purchasing 
price of $405,000 and the deduction 
it got on the settlement was around 
$12,000. 


Action was to recover $88,500 
which was still outstanding on the 
contract price. In its defense MGM 
claimed that it found that certain 
rights stipulated by the vendors in 
the transfer agreement did not exist, 
such as the exelusive picture rights 
to ‘Kid Boots’ and ‘Rio Rita’ and the 
renewal rights to certain popular 
songs. The sellers had guaranteed 
all accounts receivable and these 
were adjusted in the settlement fig- 
ure. 


SIR LOUIS STERLING 
STEPS OUT OF E.MLL. 


London, May 16. 


Financial circles were surprised 
last week when Sir Louis Sterling 
quit as managing director of Elec- 
trical & Musical Industries, Ltd., 
equipment and phonograph record 
combine. The board did not issue a 
statement but Sir Louis explained 
that he resigned because the direc- 
torate decided to appoint a separate 
managing director for the Grama- 
phone (HMV) Co., a title which he 
had included among his own for 
seven and a half years. 

Sir Louis’ post as head of the 
E&MI has been taken over by Al- 
fred Clark, once managing director 
of the HMV setup, and a rival of Sir 
Louis in the phonograph field when 
the latter operated the Columbia 
Gramaphone Co., Ltd. Clark has 
been ill and in retirement for sev- 
eral years. Sir Louis, who is now 62, 
comes from New York and has been 
in the publishing and record busi- 
ness on this side for over 35 years. 
He rates as one of Britain’s wealth- 
iest. business men. 














TAPS MILLER’S CLAIM 


Says ‘Hold Tight’ Was His in Manu- 
script Form in 1936 








‘Taps’ Miller, dancer and _ scat 
singer now at the Apollo theatre, 
N. Y., has filed suit in New York su- 
preme court against Exclusive Music, 
Co.; Mills Music Co.; Leeds Ifusic 
Co. and five writers, claiming he 
wrote the tune ‘Hold Tight,’ and 
asks an injunction, an accounting 
of profits and damages. Papers have 
been served on the defendants. 





JACK HARRIS ON WJZ 


London Band Set for Four Programs 
te NBC Web 








Jack Harris orchestra is doing four 
special broadcasts from London on 
successive Saturdays, Comes through 
at 8 p.m. over WJZ, New York and 
the NBC blue web. Programs are 
being watched with interest by 
American publishers, 

Harris who may visit America 
later in season was booked in a 
three-way deal between the William 
Morris agency here, Foster’s in Lon- 
don and the NBC network. 


Propose E. H. 
Morris Have 


ASCAP Berth 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, who 
resigned several weeks ago as gen- 
eral manager of the Warner Bros. 
music combine, has been proposed 


for a post in the American Society 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
but with the pub members exclu- 
sively paying his salary. Assignment 
suggested would be that of classify- 
ing the availability ratings of the 
publishers. 


At the time of his resignation from 
Warners, Morris was chairman of the 
availability committee. As _ classi- 
fier he would be totally responsible 
to the members of this availability 
committee and his ratings would 
have to be accepted as devoid of 
personal or political partisanship. 
The proposal was discussed at length 
during a special meeting of the pub- 
lisher faction on the ASCAP board 
Monday (15), and it is understood 
that John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, was delegated to feel Mor- 
ris out on the proposition. 


Morris is meanwhile working on a 
publishing house affiliation of his 
own which he expects to announce 
within the next two weeks. 


OLD ‘CASEY JONES’ TUNE 
LICENSED FOR $5,000 


What rates among the top prices 
paid by film companies for the use 
of old tunes is the $5,000 that Para- 
mount has agreed to give Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co. o: ‘Casey Jones.’ 
Deal, which was closed last week, 
allows the producer to use ‘Casey 
Jones’ as the title of a film pro- 
duction and make unlimited use 
of the musical number. Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., has collected as high as 
$F,000 solely for the synchronization 
use of ‘Mammy.’ 

Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. and Ber- 
lin also figured as big royalty col- 














For the 14 numbers used in this film 
the producer paid a total of $14,500 
in syne royalties. Shapiro-Bernstein 


lectors in 20th Century-Fox’s pro- | 


duction, ‘Rose of Washington Square.’ the agents trailing him on his sell- 











gets $4,000 for the title and unlimited 
syne uses, while the right to use| 
‘Mammy’ cost $4,500, | 

RKO’s synchronization bill on/| 
‘Vernon and Irene Castle’ was | 
$13,500. 

Other song titles which Shapiro- | 





Miller has no copyright on file | Bernstein has sold for picture uses | 


with the U. S. Copyr., Bureau, but 
claims to have. had the tune in man- 
uscript form as early as 193 Says 
he had orchestrations at that time, 
too. At the Apollo Miller is intro- 
duced as the writer of the number, 
and part of his act is voca] improvi- 
sations with riffs in which th : ‘Tight’ 
melody can be recognized. 

The tune has more claimants and 
is currently cut up more ways than 
the average orchestra. ‘Yhree col- 
ored writers, two Philadelphia writ- 
ers, and the above mentioned music 
companies are all deriving royalties 
from its sales. Mills’ copyright on 


filed in published form. Others were 


| 
} 


Invite Mills to Speak as New Slap 
At ASCAP Introduced; Frohlich 
Says Tactics Vil Cost Radio Coin 


sf 





While E. C. Mills, of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, was on his way to Flor- 
ida last week to address a regional 
meeting of the National Association 
of Broadcasters, two bills antagon- 
istic to ASCAP were being intro- 
duced in that state’s legislature. Mills 
had been invited to make the talk, 

One measure seeks to repeal sec- 
tions of the present anti-ASCAP act 
which were declared unconstitu- 
tional by the U. S. supreme court 
and substitute its own set of penal- 
ties for convicted copyright infrin- 
gers, while the other bill provides 
that licensing agencies such as 
ASCAP be compelled to file a list of 
its copyrights and prices with the 
secretary of state. The latter meas- 
ure is of the same species of anti- 
ASCAP legislation as is now in 
effect in Montana and Washington 
State. 

Still another bill involving copy- 
right was introduced at the same 
time. The third measure is directed 
at the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists, and would divest 
the phonograph record of protection 
under the common law once the dises 
were sold. Neither the manufacturer 
nor the interpretive artist would 
have any right to control the com- 
mercial use of the recording. 

Louis Frohlich, of ASCAP counsel, 
declared last week that he regarded 
the latest legislation as an attempt to 
overcome the defeats that the anti- 
ASCAPites in Florida have in recent 
months suffered in the courts. He 
said that he was aware of the fact 
that the broadcasters proposed to go 
on using this campaign of harass- 
ment as a bargaining point in their 
negotiations for a new contract with 
ASCAP. But the broadcasters, 
Frohlich added, must realize that the 
cost of fighting this legislation is 
mounting all the time and that the 
eventual bill will be an enormous one. 
Since the present radio contract has 
been in effect (three and a half 
years) the Society has spent around 
$700,000 in meeting broadcaster at- 
tacks in the courts and legislatures, 


St. L. Reefer Peddler 
To Musicians Given 3 
Years in Leavenworth 


St. Louis, May 18. 
William Brewer, 28, a reefer ped- 
dler whose best clients were tooters 
in swing bands playing here and in 
East St. Louis, across the Mis- 
sissippi, was sentenced to three years 
in Leavenworth last week by U. S. 
District Judge Fred L. Wham, East 
St. Louis, when he pleaded guilty 
to a charge of violating the Harri- 
son Drug Act. Brewer, a bartender 
in a Dupo, IIL, nitery, admitted to 
Judge Wham that he grew, cured 

and sold the weed in reefer form. 
Several months ago when three 








| Negro tooters were nailed in a South 


St. Louis nitery in possession of 
reefers, Federal narcotic agerits be- 
gan a search for the peddler. Info 
pointed to Brewer and he was kept 
under surveillance several months, 


ing trips and even making two pur- 
chases for $4 each. 





RADIO FROWNS ON ‘HON. 


MR. S0-AND-SO’ LYRICS 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Although Sam Coslow’s torcher, 





are ‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Wagon | ‘I’m in Love With the Honorable Mr. 


Wheels’ and ‘Old Faithful. 


first two were bought by Paramount | Metro 
|both networks have ordered the 


and the last by Republic Pictures. 


Mark Warnow’s Luncheon | 


Mark Warnow, currently baton- | 
ning the Lucky Strike Hit Parade | 
orchestra, will throw a luncheon for 








The |So and So,’ was okayed for the 


picture ‘Society Lawyer,’ 
lyrics cleaned up. 

Artie Shaw's record with the ver- 
boten wordage proved a fast sell- 
out after word got around: 





ELLINGTON’S SON’S BAND 
Mercer Ellington, 18-year old son 


composers and publishers at the Park | of Duke, took an exam for a local 


Lane hotel, N. Y., May 24. 
to thank scribes and pubs for turn- | 


Idea is 802 of the AFM card last week. 


He’li head a small unit for club 


ing out hit tunes that have made the dates, etc., around New York. 


Hit Parade possible. 
Warnow was recently re-signed for | 





manuscripts. 


another 13 weeks on the program. 





Phil Obman and Foster Carling 


| cleffed ‘Lazy Rolls the Rio Grande.’ 
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VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, May 17, 1939 























BANDS and ORCHESTRAS } 


Week of May 19 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras is published without 
out charge. While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department, cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to a 
minimum, 

Key to abbreviations: B—ballroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, H— | 
Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. | 

Booking Agencies: CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 1250 Sixth (|]) 
Ave., N.Y.C.; FB, Frederick Bros., 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; MCA, 
Music Corp. of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C. 








; Rockwell Amus., 1270 |}| 





























Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; William Morris Agcy.. 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C, 
| 
| — 
| 
A Borne, Hal, Florentine Gardens, H' wood, 
Brandt, Eddy, St ns H., Chi, 
Alexander, Van, Roseland B., NYC, Breese Lou, c/o ¢ R _* 
Alpert, Mickey, Bradford H., Boston. Brigode, Ace, Merry Garden B., Chi, 
Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., Chi. Brown, Les, c/o CRA 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18 N.. NYC, | Buck, Verne, Oriental! T., Chi. 
Armstrong, Louls, c/o Joe Glaser, 1270| Bruce, Roger, Joyland Casino, Lexington, 
ib Ave., NYC. Ky. 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T.. NYC. Bundy, Rudy, c/o CRA. 
Arnheim, Gus, R-O'K. Hollywood, Burkarth, Johnny, Plantation Club, Mc- 
B Connellsville, Ind 
Burton, Paul, Bill Green's Casino, Pitts. 
Bailey, Bert, Plantation Club, Milwaukee. Cc 
Baker, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris, 
jarnet, Charley, CRA, N.Y. Calloway, Cab, Cotton Club, NYC. 
Barnett, Jimmy, c/o FB, Camden, Eddie, Madura‘s Danceland, 
Bardo, Bill, Rockwell G,. A., N.Y. Whiting, Ind. 
Barrie, Dick, Lakeworth Casino, Ft. Carlyn, Tommy, Nu Elms, Youngstown, O. 
Worth Carter, Benny, Savoy B., NYC. 
Barron, Blue, H., Edison, NYC, Cerwin, George, “Club Sahara, Milwaukee. 
Basie. Count, Sherman H., Chi. Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW, Cincinnati. 
Bauer, Tony, Scaler’s N., Milwaukee, Chicco, Louis, Versailles C., H'wood, 
Baum, Charles. St. Regis H., NYC, Clark, Buddy, Armando’s R., NYC 
Becker, Bubbles, c/o CRA, Clinton, Larry, Park Central H., NYC, 
Bergere, Maximilian, Versailles N.. NYC Coleman, Emil, Trocadero C., H’ wood, 
Bernie, Ben, Ritz-Carlton H., Boston, Collins, Bernie. Ansley H., Atlanta, Ga. 
Bestor, Don, c/o Wm. Morris. Cook, Ted, White City B., Chi, 
Biltmore Boys, Carleton H., Wash., D. €. Costello, Charles, Commodore Club, Det. 
Siack, Teddy, Donahue’s, Mountainview, Courtney, Del, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 
PE 2 Cromwell, Chauncey, Paxton H., Lincoln, 
Blake, Lou, Atlanta-Biltmore H., At- | Neb 
fanta, Ga Crosby, Boh, c/o MCA, 
Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C., Philadelphia. Cummins, Bernie, Cavalier H., Va. Beach, 
Bleyer, Archie, Earl Carroll's R., H' wood. | Va 
Bolognini, Ennio, L'Aiglon R., Chi. Cutler, Ben, Nicollet H., Mpls. 







































































WHITE SAILS 


(Beneath A Yellow Moon) 


By Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny and Harry Archer 


THE TINKLE SONG 


By Harry Woods 


LITTLE SKIPPER 


By Nick Kenny and Charles Kenny 


MY HANDS ARE TIED 


By Charles Tobias and Sam H. Stept 


























Featured in the V-C-M Picture “Idiot's Cetight” 


HOW STRANGE 


By Cus Kahn, Hertert Stothart and Eari Brent 
Based on ‘“KAK STRANNO” by B. A. Prozorovsky 


Ply wood. 
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Dailey, Frank, St. Paul H.. St. Paul 

Darisse, Gilbert, Chateau-Frontenac H., 
Quebec. 

Davis, Eddie, Larue R.. NYC 

D’ Andrea, Joseph. Papper Pot N.. NYC. 

Davis, Johnny, Miami Club, Milwaukee 

De Lange, Eddie, Elitch’s Gardens, Dene 
ver. 

De va Rosa. Oscar, c/o Wm. Morria. 

Dell, Eddy, Hotel Abbey, NYC 

Denny, Jack, c/o Wm. Morris 

Deutsch, Emery, Chase H., St ‘ 

Dixon, Lee, Tantilla Gardens, Richmond, 

a. 

Dooley, Phil, Palmer H., Chi 

Dorsey, Jimmy, Meadowbrook Club, Cedar 
| Grove, N.J. (20), 

Duchin, Eddy, Chicago T., C! 

Duffy, George, Cataract H tuffato 
Duke, Jules, Tutwiler H., Birmingham, 
E 

Ellington, Duke, W AY N.Y 

rilis, Joe, Queen Mary R., Y 

Ellis, Segar, Van Cleva H Da ) > 

Embassy 4. Vagic Ba Mi 4 

Ennis, Skinnay, Vv ) Hugo's R., 
H’' wood. 

Ernie, Val, El Moracco, NYC 

Erwin, Gene, H. Cleveland, Cleve 

F j 

| Feldstein, Joey, T Top Tap N., M 
waukee j 

Felton, Happy, Biltmore H., NY¢ | 

Fiorito, Ted. Ben Marden’s Riviera, Ft 
Lee, N. J. 

Frasetto, Joe, Jack Lynch's Walton Roof 


Philadelphia. 


Fidler, Lou, Colony Club. Chi 

Fields, Shep, Meadowbrook ¢ ..: ee 
Louis. 

Fields, Irving, Grossinger H., Fallsburg, 
i. Es 

Fisher, Buddy, LaSalle H Chi 

Fisher, Freddie, Rockwell G.A., N.Y. 
Fisher, Mark, Rovoale Frolics ( Chicago 

Foster. Chuck, Topsy's N., Southgate 
Calif 

Frederic Marvin Cosmopolitan H., 
Denver. 

Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
hurst, N.Y 

G 

Gay, Leonard, Conge Club, Milwaukee. 
Gendron, Henri. Colosimo's N Chicago, 

Gillen, Frank, Northwood Inn, Detroit. 

Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA 

Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo. 

rolly, Cecil, c/o FB 

Goodman, Benny, » MCA 

Grant, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris 


tray Glen, Palmer House H., € 

Gray, Marty, Oasis N., Milwaukee 

Gray, Ted. Gatineau CC... Ottawa, Ont, 
Grenet, Fliseo, El Chico, NYC. 

Gumin, Joe, Chateau Club, Milwaukee. 

H 

Hall. Geo., Hipp T.. Balto 

Hamilton, Bob, Majestic 8., Long Beach, 
Calif 


Hannan, Bob, Stevens H Chi 


Hardy, Bob, Flamingo N., Boston. 
Haring, Bob, c/o R-O'K 

Harper, Nic, Wisconsin Roof B., Mil- 
waukee, 


Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bow!, Los Angeles 


Hart, Little Joe, Old Vienna R., Cin- 
cinnati, 

Henry. Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A 

Herbeck, Ray, Fdgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Herman, Woody, Meadowbrook Club, 
Cedar Grove, N. J 

Herth, Milt, Lincoln H.. NYC 

Hill, Teddy, Savov B., World’s Fair NYC, 


Hilt, Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chit. 
Himber, Richard, Paradise R.. NYC, 
Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace, Chi 

Hite, Les, Omar’s Dome ¢., TL. C. 
Hoagland, FEverett, Adotnohnus H., Dallas 
Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Cht. 


Holmes, Herbie, Schroeder H., Milwaukee, 
Holst, Ernie, Pelmont-Plaza H.. NYC 
Hopkins, Claude, Lakeside B., Barnes- 
ville, Pa. 
Hopkins. Len, Chateau-Laurler H., Ot- 
tawa, Ont. 
J 

Jacobs, Howard, Wm. Morrlse Agency, 
NYC 


Jacobson, Stan, Chateau Club. Milwantee, 


Jahns. Al, Providence-Bilt more H., Prov. 
James, Harry, c/o MCA, N.Y 

James. Sonny. Areadia B.. NYC 

Jay, Vallle, Wirth’s Futuristic B., Mil- 
waukes. 


Jones, Tsham, CRA. N.Y. 
Joy, Jimmy, Hino T., Bolto 
Jurgens, Dick, Trianon B., 


K 
Wardman Park H.. Wash., 


Stork Club, NYC. 
Vancquver H., Vancouver, 


Cht. 


Paul, 


Kendls, Sonny, 
Kenney, Mart, 
B. Cc. 

Kent, Peter, Book-Cadillac H., Datrolt. 
Kerr. Jimmy. Jerry's Mandalay N., Hol- 


Kain, 
D.c 


King, Henry, Fairmount H., San Fran- 
cisco. 

King. Tediy. Southern Tavern, Cleva. 
King’s Jesters, Claridge H., Memphis, 
Kinney, Ray. Lexington a... NEC. 
Kogen, Harry, NBC. Chit. 

Kruna, Gene. c/o MCA 





























Sung by Virginia Bruce 
In the M-G-M Picture “Society Lawyer” 


(I’M IN LOVE WITH) 
THE HONORABLE Mr. SO and SO 


By Sam Coslow 








Kvale, Al, State-Tlake T., Chi. 
Kyser, Kay, Catalina Island, Call. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


May 13, 1939) 





(Week ending 
TOTOR. LACtIe DIS ccicccccceceae 
Bstene Fase BOO ace ccciesscvivdes ‘ia 


And the Angels Sing.. 
Our Love ... 
Buse OOD 5 ig oc-ciccene snes Vans 


Weer TOTO) POURS oad cc caccacccccs 


*Wishing (‘Love Affair’).. 
Sing a Song of Sunbeams ( 
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East Side of Heaven ”), eeeee dantly 


Deep Purple ..... $c abae Fea ka tee errr crete eeeeeses RODDING 
ME Greet MREO Se Cgie cd wise Ga ec toe ah eS aes a8 cocccesmemick 
Sunrise Serenade peeceeer Ke ooccecceeGOWel 

I’m Building a Sailboat. or Dri ROE ce iccateteea oa .. Shapiro 


God Bless America 
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*East Side of Heaven (‘ East Side of Heaven’).......ee-Santly 
BE ESI ows 5 okendecaeendsacuansasiens héceeene Chappell 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
———_ | 
Masters, Frankie, Adelphia H., Phila f Smith, Stuff, La Salle H., Chi 
Matheson, Bob, Rendevous C., Milwaukee Sousa, John Philip, III, New Kenmore 
Mayehoff, Eddie, Governor Clinton H., | H., Albany, N. Y. 
NYC South, Eddie, Trocadero H., H’ wood 
McCreery, H., Ambassador H., Chi Spitalny, Phil, Drake H., Chi 
McCoy, Clyde, c-o Gus Edwards, First | Squires, Four, Town House, H' wood. 
Nat'l Bank Bidg., Chi. Starr, Freddy, Park Lane H., NYC, 
McCune, Will, MCA, N.Y | Stabile, Dick, Famous Door, N.Y, 
McDonald, Billy, U. S. Grant H., San! = Stoeffler, Wally c/o FB 
Diego. Calif. Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 
McFarland Twins, Ben Franklin H., Strong, Benny, Brown H., Louisville 
Phila., Pa. Stuart, Miron, Trocadero N., Milwautlree, 
McPartlind, Jack, 8 Deuces c., Ct. Sudy. Joe, Claridge H., Memphis, Tenn 
Millar, Bob, Hollenden H., Cle Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA. 
Miller, Glenn, Glen Island Casino, N.Y. 
Mills, Jay, Lowry H., St. Paul = 
Mintz Herb fe, Oriental Gardens B Cnt. | Teagarden, Jack Blackhawk C Chi 
Mojica, Leon, El Patio B., San Frane| Teeter Jack, Club Terris, Milwaukee 
cisco Thal, Pierson, Milwaukee (iw 
Molinas, Carlos, Villa Moderne C, Chi q eo oe c/o Rok. sities 
Morgan, Russ, c/o CRA + st Ae F Sete — lade 
Munro, Hal, Athictic Ciub, Milwaukee. — yn, Lang, Euclid Beach Part, 
Murray. Charles. Mon Paris N.. NYC Tito’s Swingtette, Trocadero C., H'wood 
_Mvers, Stan, Casino Gardens, Ocean Park Tomlin, Pinky, Biltmore Bowl, L. A. 
Calif Trace, Al, Sherman H., Chi 
N Travers, Ted, Blue Meadow CC., Legs 
ington, Ky. 
Nagel, Harold, Plerre H., NYC Tucker, Warren, Mark Hopkins H., San F 
Newman, Ruby, Rainbow Room, NYC Turk, Al, Royale Frolics N., Chit. 
Noble, Leighton, Baker H., Dallas, Tex, 
Noble, Ray, c/o Wm. Morris, H’ wood V 
Noel, Henry, 33-15 28th St., Long Island Van Gelder, Leon, Melody Club, Union 
City, Nike City. ! 
oO Varzos, ‘Eddie, 885 Club, Chi. 
2 , : Venuti, Joe, Pla-Mor B., K. ¢., Mo 
Olman, Val, Wm, Morris Vioni, Bud, Cardinal Club, Milwaukee, 
Olsen, Geo., Ruosevent, H., New Orleans. | 
Osborne, Will, Alhambra, Milwattkee w 
Owens, Harry, St. Francis H., San F. Waples, Bud, Marquette H., St. Louts 
P Wardlaw, Jack, Reade’s Casino, Asbury 
: Pk., N. J. 
Palmer, Skeeter, Seneca H., Rochester, Webber, Harry, Clover Club, Milwaukse, 
N.Y. 7 a Weber, Henry, WGN, Chit. 
Panchito, Versailles R., NYC Weber, Marek, NBC, Chi. 
Pancho, La Conga C NY ” Webster, Ralph, Lantz’s Merry-Go-Round 
Panico, Louis, Sylvan Beach, La Porte, Davton. O 
Texas, Weeks, Anson, Cocoanut Grove, L. A, 
Parks, Bobby, c/o Rockwell Amus Weeks, Ranny, Club Mayfair, Boston, 
Paul, Eddie, Aragon B., Cleve Weems. Ted, Drake H., Chi. 
Paul, Toasty. Grahmere H., Chi Welk, Lawrence. c/o FRB. 
d Sa. eee By TS. Whiteman Paul, c/o Artists Management, 
flo. Inc., 17 E. 45th St., NYC. 
Peyton, Jimmy, Plaza R., Pittsburgh. Whitley, Jimmy, Sagamore H., Rochos- 
Playboys, Town House H., L. A. « ter. N. ¥ 5 
Pliner & Earl, Blackstone H., Chi. Wilde, Ranny, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 
Powell, Walter, Show Bar, Forest Hills, Williams, Criff, Peabody H., Memphis 
NYC, Winston, Jack, Athens Athletic Clu 
R Oakland, Calif. 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC, 
Ramona, Benny Bum’s, Phila Wittich, Doriss, Yar R., Chl. 
tamos, Ramon, H. Ambassador, NYC Woods, Howard, Village Barn, NYC 
navazza, Carl, Rio del Mar, Aptos, Calif, 
tavel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino,  { 
NYC. ! u lub L. 
Reichman, Joo, Wm. Penn H., Pitts en Billy, El Tivoli Supper Club, Da 
oa Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N., Young Sterling, Stanton Beach, Ors 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. Sith St., NYC, Z 
Ricardo, Don, Oasis Club, Det. 
Richards, Jimmy, 400 Club, Wichita, Zipp, Eddie, Old Heidelberg N., Milt- 
Kans. waukee. 
Rico, Don, Seville R., Boston, Zito, Horacio, St. Moritz H., NYC, 
grabbins, Billy, Coronado H., Worcester. EZwerling, Ruby, State T.. NYC. 
as Cetin 
Roberts, Bill, Sir Francis Drake H., Tolbie Sacher and not Harold J 
San sic to Billie 
Roberts, Red, Devines Eagles B., Mil- Rome, wrote the music ‘ ¥ 
waukee. Holliday’s unusual record, ‘Strangs 
Rodrigo, Nano, Havana-Madria N., NYC. | Fruit.’ 


Rogers, Buddy, MCA, L.A. 
Rogers, Eddie, Belvedere H., Baltimore. 
Roeland, Don, Marcus Daly, Beverly Hills, 


Calff. 
Rollini, Adrian, Piccadilly H., NYC. 
Romaneili, Luigi, King Edward H., To- 
ronto. 


Rotgers, ‘Ralph, Astor H., NYC 
Russell, Jack, Pershing B., Chi, 


Sanabria, Juanito, Havana- Madrid, NYC. 
Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NYC 

Schutt, Arthur, O'Learv's Barn, NYC, 
Shanks, Charles, c/o sg. 

Shaw, Artie, Palomar B., 





L 


Lally, Howard, Five o’Clock Club. Miami. 
Lawson, Doc, c/o Rockwell Amus, 
Lang, Sid, Hi-Hat Club, Chicago. 

Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N., NYC. 
Levant, Phil, Bismark H., Chit, 
Light, Enoch Taft H.. NYC. 
Livengood, Tinney, Open Door N., Mil- 
waukee. 
Livingston, Jimmy, Walled Lake Casino, 


Detroit. 

Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., NYC. 

Lorch, Carl, Radisson H., Mpls 

Lopez, Vincent, Chez Paree C, Chi. 

Lucas, Clyde, Beverly Hills, Cc., New- 
port, Ky. 

Lunceford, Jimmy, Harold Oxley, 19 
E. 49th St., NYC 

Lyman, Ave, Beverly Hills C.C., New- 
port, Ky, 


M 


Malineck, Matty, Cafe LaMazs, H’ wood. 
Manzanares, Jose, Colony Cinb. Chicago. 


Marsala, Joe, Hickory House N.. NYC. 
Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC. 


Maples, Nelson, Webster Hall, H., Pitts. 
Mareellino, Muzzy, Natstorium Park, 
Spokane, Wash. 


A. 
Shelley, Lee, Enna Settick. Park, Auburn, 
a A 


” Shields, Roy, NBC, Cht. 
Sissie. Noble. Paramount H., NYC. 





Richard Hageman doing music 
score for Paramount’s ‘Ruler of the 
Seas.’ 











Song Suggestions 
JIMMY ‘McHUGH’S 


“Exactly Like You” 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 
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Martin, Rreddie, Bon Air C., Chi. 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Edidie’s N.. NYC. 














FREDERICK BROS. 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


ANNOUNCE THE TRANSFER OF 
THEIR KANSAS CITY OFFICE TO 


520 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
Telephone Whitehall 6440 
CLEVELAND 2 


CHICAGO 




















If you searched 100 years you couldn’t find a more logical successor to “Deep Purple’ 


THE LAMP IS LOW 


elody based on.a theme from Maurice. Ravel's 


Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 


ROBBINS ue 


oO a Om a.\ 


“Pavane”’ 


Music by PETER DE ROSE and BERT SHEFTER 


TION i i. oo ee 


ENTH AVENUE 
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Inside Stuf—Music 


Ignace Ian Paderewski, now in his 79th year, is just finishing a concert 
tour of this country. The Etude, musical mag dated May, 1899, or exactly 
40 years ago, has dug up an interview with the pianist, who remarked 
at that time that with advancing years he is finding it increasingly dif- 
ficult to warm up his fingers before a concert. At that time he expressed 
great doubts as to the length of his durability due to advancing age. 








Peeved because she didn’t allegedly show up at rehearsals, etc., Billy 
Rose left (Miss) Dana Suesse’s name off the official program billing at his 
N. Y. World’s Fair Aquacade. Rose, who also did some of the lyrics with 


| 
| 


t Band Bookings +] 


| hctel, 


Ted Fetter, wanted Miss Suesse present as in former years when they | 


collabed at Fort 
otherwise 


Worth and Cleveland expos, but she was preoccupied 


Jack Mills has acquired the score of N. T. G.’s Congress of Beauty con- 
cession at the N. Y. World’s Fair and the new show at the Paradise, Broad- 
way nitery. While on the Coast recently Mills got the score of Will Mor- 
risey’s new production, “The Big Show,’ with Irving Actman and George R. 
Brown as the co-writers 


Francis Gilbert, counsel for publishers in the suit against Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., learned last week that under the decision made by 
Federal Judge John C. Knox his clients may collect but 25% of the $170,000 
they asked for originally. Gilbert had asked for a clarification of the 
court’s written finding and he was told that he would be able only to claim 
fees due on synchronized music which is in the public domain abroad. 

The exact amount due is to be determined by a special master who is 
yet to be designated by Judge Knox. Julian T. Abeles, appearing as 


| 


4404444404 
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99 444O+ 4 4464444444444 464 
Benny Goodman, May 19, Palace, 


Columbus; May 26, Fort Wayne, both | 


week stands; June 14, Ritz-Carlton 
Boston, two wecks; 
N. Y., last week in July, three weeks. 

Bobby Hackett, May 18-20, Totem 


Pole B, Auburndale, Mass.: May 22, | 


Famous Door, N. Y., one night; May 
26, four weeks’ one-nighters in New 
England, every Tuesday and Satur- 
day at State B,, Boston. 

Russ Morgan, week July 23, Cedar 
Point, Ohio. 

Lou Breese, June 2, Legion 
Bessemer, Michigan; 3, St. 
Military Academy, St. Paul, Minn; 
13, Oil City High School, Franklin, 
Pa.* 19, Congress Hotel, Chicago 

Woody Herman, Hamid’s Million 
Dollar Pier, A. C., June 30. 

Mal Mallet, June 6, Peekskill] Mili- 


Hall, 


tary Academy, Peekskill, N. Y.; 10, 


Sheffield, Mass. 
Hal Kemp, June 5, Johns Hopkins 


| U., Balto; 10, U. of Virginia. 


counsel for ERPI and associated film producers, asked the court to instruct | 


such master that he is only to consider this public domain music 


publishers concerned had brought two causes of action. The first was dis- 


The | 


allowed, while the second, on which the pubs got a favorable nod, was | 


originally estimated to be worth $95,000 in damages. Gilbert is considering 
an appeal from the court’s limitation of recovery on the second cause of 
action. 


Heads of the Music Publishers Protective Association and the Song- 
writers Protective Association and their respective counsel were slated 


to meet last night (Tuesday) for a preliminary discussion of the terms of | 


a new uniform writers’ contract. SPA has meanwhile refrained from 
officially notifying publishers that it proposes to take over the adminis- 
tration of the merchanical rights of its members’ works June 1. 





Pluggers in London 
Favor Arrangement Fee 
For Name Air Bands 


London, May 9. 


Despite pact signed between music | 


publishers and British Broadcasting 
Ccrp. that no fees be paid to bands 
for boosting, some °0 song pluggers 


recently met privately to discuss the | 


whole — situation. Feeling among 
pluggers is that name bands should 


receive some remuneration, in form | 


| of ‘arrangements fees,’ for air work. 


The conferees at last night’s meeting were to be Walter G. Douglas, | 


MPPA chairman; Irving Caesar, SPA prez; A. 
counsel, and John Schulman, SPA counsel. 


M. Wattenberg, MPPA 





Bill pending before the Canadian House of Commons would amend the 
Dominion’s copyright law so that there would be a set scale of royalty 
compensation for copyright owners. Measure, which had its first reading 
before the jegislature May 8, provides that the royalty be at least 5% of 
the record’s retail price, or a minimum of Ic. and a maximum of 2c. per 
number. Under the bill a record retailing for 39c. would have to bring 
the copyright owner at least 1%4c. 
is 1%c. 





The prevailing rate in this country 


| members 


Royalties totaling $101,000 have been collected from the three major pho- | 


nograph companies by Harry Fox, agent and trustee, during the current 
quarter. Amount covers all publishing houses excepting E. B. Marks and 


the Metro-Robbins group and is believed to represent the biggest joint | 


payoff on phonograph discs for any one quarter since 1929. 

RCA Victor’s share of the royalty payment came to $55,000. 
Record Co. figured for $38,000, while the American Record Corp. combine 
turned in $18,000. 





First two numbers cut by Kenny Baker for Victor under a contract | 


signed two months ago are ‘Moon and I’ and ‘Wandering Minstrel,’ sung 
by him in Universal's ‘Mikado.’ Records wiil be released next week. 

Cutting of them was held up because Baker’s coniract with Mervyn 
LeRoy, who produced the film, forbade his recording the tunes within a 
set time. Called for release from Gramaphone Co., England, and Gilbert 
and Sullivan interests also. 





New York State Alcoholic Beverage Control Board has okayed Muzak’s | 


selling time on its Sponsored Service net te liquor advertisers. Separate 
from Muzak’s normal wired entertainment, the Sponsored net reaches only 
bars and grills. 


Federal Alcoholic Administration had previously okayed the setup. 
+ 


Decca | 
|terned after the well-known Savoy 





This is in consideration of the small- 
ness of the BBC fees. 

Pluggers intend to form their own 
union, and will appoint one of their 


stressing to the BBC th? importance 
of some extra money to band lead- 
ers, Or as an alternative, the BBC to 
raise their fees for some of the more 
important bands. 


PLAN NEGRO BALLROOM 


Promoters Would Use Defunct Har- 
lem Casino in Pittsburgh 











Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Group of Pittsburgh showmen and 
dance promoters plotting a big col- 
ored ballroom here next season pat- 


in Harlem. Would move into Har- 
lem Casino, a nitery in the town’s 
Negro district, which folded sud- 
denly couple of weeks ago after tak- 
ing it on the chin for two seasons. 

Not known who’s behind the ven- 
ture, but understood that booking 
offices have already been contacted 
with an eye to bringing top-flight 
sepia bands here for one-night and 
week stands in the fall. 

Colored shindigs have been con- 
sistent money-makers in Pittsburgh, 
but they’ve only bee sporadic af- 
fairs and nobody’s ever tried them 
on a permanent basis. 








Started in Kansas City, 


Bookers Scram Town 


Band booking Frederick Bros. Mu- 
sic Corporation will shift its Kansas 
City offices, where it got started six 
years ago, to Chicago, effective May 
22. Shift is being made because so 
many of the Frederick Bros. outfits 
have been and are working in the 
Chi area. 

L. A. Frederick will head the Chi- 
cago office; Roy P. Johnson, Cleve- 
land setup; and B. W. Frederick the 
New York branch. 


Elington Set Into July 


Duke Ellington orchestra is set 
until late July. Scheduled for week 
of May 25 at Loew’s State, N. Y.; 
week June 2 Flatbush theatre, 
Bklyn.; June 11 World’s Fair, N. Y., 
concert; June 15 opening Grand 
Terrace, Chicago, for four weeks; 
July 30 opening Ritz-Carlton, Bos- 
ton, for two and half weeks with 
wires. Latter date is an ice-break- 
er at the Ritz for Wm. Morris agen- 
cy which handles Ellington. Woody 
Herman, Benny Goodman, Hal 
Kemp and Artie Shaw are booked 
for the Ritz this summer also. 

Ellington got in from a European 
concert tour Thursday (11) playing 
several one-nighters since. 











John Gart is auditioning a new 
band combination for NBC, It con- 
sists of electric organ, Spanish 
guitar, trumpet and clarinet, Gart 
has the ‘Electric Rhythm Maker’ 
program on the same network. 





—_—_—— 


Strand, | 


Thomas | 


as head, with object of | 


| 


Ran Wilde and Val Oman orches- | der. 


tras were added to the William Mor- 


another is being formed to be head- 
ed by an unknown singer. Wilde 
and Olman inked termers with the 
| former given his first Morris date at 
ithe Sir Francis Drake Hotel, S. F., 
opening May 25. 

Third outfit is to be led by Larry 
Sothern, singer of the Crosby-Todd 
type. He was unearthed by Willard 
Alexander on the latter’s 
southern vacation. Band has already 


Record for its Vocalion label. 
given to 
on Victor and Crosby’s 
wax. Bob Zurke 
being formed. 


It was 
on Decca 


He left Bob Crosby 





On the Upbeat 


Liberace started with Mills’ 


j}band Monday (15) when the crew 
ris agency band list last week, and | opened at the Hotel Lowry, St. Paul. 


recent | 
been signed for a year by American | 
Vocalion because Todd is 


orchestra is now | 


and is now in New York. He’s also 
with Morris 
Agency is taking offices on the | 


same floor in the RKO Bldg., Radio | 


to house its band dept. Shift will 
be made in about a month. 
Agency now has 30 bands. 


Morris 





New band headed by Johnny 
Morris, former drummer with Vin- 
cent Lopez, was signed for five years 
last week by Consolidated Radio 
| Artists. Morris left Lopez several 
i! weeks ago. Contract was effective 
immediately, agency booking 
band into Nick’s, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y., Monday night (15) for a 
one-night preview. 


jto h now occupied by a law firm, 





Basil Fomeen orchestra has been 
| signed for a four-year term by Rock- 
well General Amusement. 





Frankie Darro, juve pic name, is 
currently forming a band on the 
| Coast to baton between films. 





Burton Lane, songwriter, who’s 
latest is ‘Ladies in Love’ from the 
Gene Krupa picture, ‘Some Like It 
Hot,’ is gathering an orchestra. 





| 
| Claire Martin, vocalist formerly 
| with Russ Morgan, now with Bobby 
| Hackett. 





| Music Cerperation of America 


representing Tito’s Swingtett or | 
P é . —_ -? ‘ensemble out of Pittsburgh 


eight weeks to handle picture offers. 
Tito opened at the Trocadero, L. A., 
| May 11. 

Yacht Club, 52d St., New York, 
spot going to make another try. Op- 
| erators have been sounding 
prices on name bands. 





Woody Herman orchestra has been 
signed for the week of June 17 at 
either the Trianon or Aragon Ball- 
rooms, Chicago. 





Walter Liberace, Milwaukee pian- 
ist who is scheduled to appear with 
the Chicago symph next fall, after 
two months at the Hotel Plankin- 
ton’s Red Room in Milwaukee, signed 
last week with Jay Mills, then at the 





Empire Room of the Hotel Schroe- 


out | 


the | 





| Green’s 








Cuban Village at the World Fair, 
N. Y., gets an WNEW N. Y., wire 
tomorrow (Thursday). Continues 
once weekly thereafter. 





Larry Clinton and Glenn Miller 
orchestras open at the Park Central 
Hotel, N. Y., and Glen Island Casino, 
N. Y., respectively, tonight (Wednes- 
day). 

Sammy Kaye is the band of the 
week on WOR, N. Y.’s ‘Show of the 


Week’ program this Sunday (21). 
Outfit opens at Strand, N. Y., June 2. 

Goldman Band concerts on the 
Mall, Central Park, N. resume 


July 9. 

Steel Pier, A. C. has Tommy Dor- 
sey for May 28; George Hall, 29; 
Horace Heidt, 30. Rudy Vallee band 
and company is down for both Labor 
Day and July 4 week-ends. 


McFarland Twins’ booked into 
William Penn Hotel’s Chatterbox, 
Pittsburgh, for five days only, May 
26-30 inclusive, filling in between 
Bernie Cummins’ closing and Joe 
Reichman’s opening. Placed by 
MCA. Managed by Paul Kapp. 

Billy Catizone Four, (Catizone, 
Johnny Fritz, Harry Martin and Al 
DeLernia) of Pittsburgh into Con- 
tinental Bar for indefinite engage- 
ment, succeeding the Four Versa- 


| tillians. 





Bunny Berigan band, with Wendy 
Bishop and Danny Richards, checks 


|in at Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, 


today (17) for a two-week run. 





Jack McLean in May 29 to open 
outdoor summer dancing at Bill 
Terraced Gardens, Pitts- 
burgh. Paul Barton outfit stays on 
at Green’s indoor Casino until then. 





Neal Buckley, formerly with Don 
Bestor, will front Benny Burton’s 
and is 
being booked by Joe Hiller for 
niteries in tri-state area. 





Ramona and Her Men of Music, 
currently at Benny the Bum’s, Philly, 
go into the Surf Club, Virginia 
Beach, on June 15 for one week. 





Amer. Record Co. Shifts 
Exec Offices to Bridgep’t 


American Record Corp. will move 
its executive sales and advertising 
offices to Bridgeport, Conn., next 
week, The artist and repertoire de- 
partments will remain in New York. 

Bridgeport plant is being modern- 
ized and new equipment is being 
installed. 
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Disc Reviews 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. Including the unusually. bad.) 





Glen Gray and Decca have given | 


Hoagy Carmichael a_ distinction ing: ; 

from My Inkwell’—‘Fool for Love, 
rarely accorded a contemporaneous! ang Dick Powell with his couplet, 
pop songsmith, with a complete Al-| ‘Mr, and Mrs. America’—‘In a Mo- 
bum of his tunes waxed by the Casa’ ment of Weakness.’ Latter two out 
Loma orchestra. The composer,| are of WB’s ‘Naughty But Nice.’ 
Louis Armstrong (vocally and trum-| Respectively Decca 2386 and 2387, 
petally), Murray McEachern (sax' and of course their waxing skill is 
soloist), Grady Watts (trumpet), Pee explained by their basic vocal tal- 


both Frances Langford in 


Wee Hunt, Kenny Sargent, the ents, even preceding Hollywood. 

Merry Macs and Sonny Dunham Hal Kemp has been plugging 
(trumpet) are among the individual] ‘Chestnut Tree’ and ‘Three Little 
features in the course of Decca 2394) Fishes,’ latter by Saxie Dowell, one 
to No. 2399. Album No. 43 em-| of the Kempites, and both novelties 
braces six disks, 12 sides, and) are expertly waxed in the best Kemp 
coupled as follows: ‘Washboard| style on Victor 26204. The rotund 
Blues’-—‘Little Old Lady’; ‘Rockin’! reed specialist and author of ‘Fishes’ 
Chair’—‘Lazybones’; ‘Star Dust’— handles the latter vocally, while 


‘One Morning in May’; ‘Moon Coun- 
try’—‘Lazy River’; ‘In the Still of| 
the Night’—‘Riverboat Shuffle’; 
‘Georgia on My Mind’—‘Bone Yard| 
Shuffle. The Glen Gray technique} 
is sweet-hot and runs the gamut) 
from moderated jive to unadulter- 
ated bounce. | 

Joan Crawford, Frances Langford 
and Dick Powell, on Victor and 
Decea waxings, have name value for 
those who like their vocals with a 
little Hollywood star-dust. But most 
disappointing will be Miss Craw- 
ford’s Victor 26205 versions of ‘It’s| 
All So New to Me’ (‘Ice Follies’ =| 
pe gg IO Bagg a hegy Rog Rows pelling. Jack Palmer vocals the first. 
out of ‘Society Lawyer’) which, af Gene Krupa, another Benny Good- 
spite the yeoman and superlative) man alumnus, like James, is a 
batoning by Nat Finston  can’t| Brunswick exclusive. On No, 8335 
camouflage the wavering uncertainty | ‘The Madam Swings’ and ‘Quiet and 


‘Chestnut Tree,’ evolved from an 
ancient school doggerel, is chorally 
vocalized. 

Skinnay Ennis, alumnus of Kemp, 
and a disciple of that maestro, is 


from Par’s ‘Man About Town,’ titled 
‘Sentimental Sandwich’ and ‘Strange 
Enchantment,’ with the 
vocalizing, are standard dansapation. 

Harry James gives out deftly on 
Brunswick 8337 with the 


‘Two o’Clock Jump.’ His horn is 


of the Metro star’s vocal weaknesses.| Roll 'Em’ is seafood for the alliga- | 


First number is from a Crawford | tors. 

film, but her vocalization in the pic- Clarence Profit Trio (Billy Moore, 
ture wound up on the cutting room! guitar, Ben Brown, bass, and Profit, 
floor which gives an idea. This is| piano) have an interesting rhythm 








PETER MAURICE MUSIC CO., LTD. 


OF LONDON 


.xnnounce.. 


England’s Great Band Leader 


JACK HARRIS 


and his Orchestra — 


will broadcast England’s greatest hits through 
NBC in America for three consecutive Saturdays 
NBC Coast to Coast) WJZ 8 P.M., EDST... 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


PENNY SERENADE 


SATURDAY, MAY 20 


CHESTNUT TREE 


¥ 
SATURDAY, MAY 27 


CINDERELLA 


(STAY IN MY ARMS) 


the greatest sensation in 20 years 


. o 
Sole American Agents 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., INC. 


RKO Bidg., New York 





track. Harry Sosnik’s orchestra aids} 
‘Tears | 


himself now a radio maestro (Bob| , 
Hope show) and Victor artist. Two! attention is now a Brunswick artist, 


maestro | 


rhythmic | 
‘Taint What You Do’ and his own} 


forthright and the foxtrotology com-| 


probably a disk replica of the sound-! couplet on Br. 8341 with ‘Tea for | date. 


Baseball System 





Benny Goodman has been after 
Floyd Smith, electric guitarist 
with the Andy Kirk orchestra, 
for his own band. However, he 
and Joe Glaser, Kirk’s manager, 
haven't been able to reach terms. 

Goodman has offered $5,000 to 
be paid partly in a lump sum, the 
remainder forked over weekly. 








Two’ and ‘There’ll Be Some Changes 
Made.’ Very boogie-woogie. 
Quintet of the Hot Club of France 


have a swing classic on Victor 26218, | 


‘Viper’s Dream’ and ‘Minor’s Swing,’ 


brilliantly interpreted by the violin, | 
three guitars and string bass com-| 


bination. It’s very jive and notable 


for the violin and solo guitar work! 
especially with Stephane Grappely | 
handling | 


and Django Reinhardt 
those instruments. Joseph Reinhardt 
and Eugene Vees are the other two 
guitars; Louis Vola, bass. 
‘Swing’ is an original by Grappely, 
Reinhardt; Fletcher Allen concocted 
the ‘Viper’s Dream.’ 

Ray Noble whose HMV records 
Victor in America) brought him to 


and also a bit of a musical humorist, 
judging by No. 8351. Captioned ‘Fri- 
day Night at the Hartys’ and ‘Satur- 


day Night at the Nobles’ (both by| 
Noble), the titles are musical inter-| 


pretations of a social session at Billy 
Harty’s home (he’s Noble’s man- 
ager). Latter title speaks for itself. 





Benny Meroff Reopens 


Benny Meroff will get a radio 
buildup starting May 27, when he 
opens in the Casino at Olympic 
Park,: Irvington, N. J. Five Mutual 
(..OR) wires weekly go with the 
Meroff is one-nighting up to 
the Jersey date. 

Meroff’s band, now with Music 
Corp. of America, is being person- 
ally managed by Les Reis, performer 
who split with Artie Dunn in Aus- 
tralia several months ago. 





N. Y. or S. F. 














(Continued from page 1) 





attractive, but the New York suction 
is equally hefty. 

The west has one advantage over 
the east. Years of publicity on stage, 
screen, books and magazines paint 
New York to the average guy as a 
tough town, unfriendly, cruel, heart- 
less, festering with sharpers and 
roughies. The west has besn known 
for hospitality—and Frisco is west. 

New York’s Hotel Assn. hasn’t 
helped this much. A _ prospective 
lodger writes for rates, and they im- 
mediately send him same with an 
enclosed and ominous warning to be- 
ware of self-styled hotel porters, in- 
formation men, and baggage men, 
who are hired by ‘unscrupulous’ 
hotels to tell incomers the hotel of 
their destination is full, then direct- 
ing them to another. Hinterlander 
gets the idea highbinders are gun- 
ning for him before he sets tire on a 
Hudson span. 

But info indicates New York hasn’t 
much to fear from Frisco. and with 
the largest population to draw from, 
is a cinch to be the 1939 World’s 
Fair. 

Depending on where the fairgoer 

comes from, the New York trip is 
going to average somewhere between 
$150 and $500, a lot of the former 
and few of the latter. 
Busriding Riverside Drive, a stroll up 
5th and down Park avenue, shop 
window peeping, the G.C. and 
Pennsy railway stations, aquarium, 
Greenwich Village, and Central Park 
will figure in touristry. Radio City’s 
magnitude, palaces of amusement, 
and tours will be at least a 2 to 1 
favorite over the Statue of Liberty, 
even with Liberty being sold as long 
as it is now. 

Most highwayfairers will start the 
show by entering New York via the 
Holland Tunnel and wind up by go- 


bridge, or vice versa. 
Road departments seem to be in 


because many ‘of the channels for 
motorists into the city, especially 
through New Jersey, are unmerci- 
fully torn up. Steering wheelers 


the fair dodging roadway obstruc- 
tions, and making connections when 
the four-laners bottleneck heavy 
traffic into two. 

Even New York isn’t doing a bad 
job of roadway strip-teasing. Sixth 
avenue has all the appearance of a 
street on the old frontier. Robbed 
of the ‘L,’ it appears at this time as 


walk, the morning after an aerial 
bombardment, and a surface coal 








mine, 





The | 


Olympic Casino, N. J.| 








ing out over the George Washington 


conspiracy against Grover Whalen, | 


will be dizzy the first few weeks of | 


a composite badly warped board-. 


Network Plugs 8AM.tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (May 8-15). Total represents acumulated pere 
formances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * de- 
notes film song, tf legit, all others are pop. 





GRA 
TITLE. PUBLISHER. TOTAL 
ee ee ss 8 6201546408 ae bead eae SOG MNEY 6664056600060 cde 59 
Don’t Worry About Meft...Cotton Club Revue... Mills ................ 39 
BROOD RACERS WB a bo as ce ces cccvcescesccecccc cee cocecicccccecce 38 
New Moon and an Old Serenade..............0. er oe 33 
Lady’s in Love with You*...Some Like It Hot... Paramount .......... 32 
ae aT te de de a Ga wn ab ea Oae EE 6 ie. &o'6-d. 6% Oy « So 31 
I’m Building a Sailboat of Dreams..............Shapiro .. 31 
PE EE ca ee ecb acd pas heed abe sec useees __.__... SSS 31 
CO BRE NO Peer rrr Ter eerrc re errr RAOEL 6c cibiccccc 30 
NE COE Te eT OT ere eT ee ree Pn ca takcvkaesasee 30 
I Never Krew Heaven Could Speak*...Rose of 
re Ce i. 2 6. 6 bcs ba eee a beewaenanes ae 29 
Es cL EOE ¢ 6.4 6 ccc dvicccecvccecseceas RPMWUEONE occccceccces 28 
oe EE rere rr Pre re ae MEY fore Ro dee eee 25 
That Sly Old Gentleman*...East Side of Heaven.Santly ............... 23 
| Sing a Song of Sunbeams”’...East Side of Heaven..Santly ............... 21 
How Strange*...Idiot’s Delight............ceeee ,. Sree 21 
East Side of Heaven*...East Side of Heaven....Santly ............... 21 
pe | eee Se er i ee ere are 20 
ee ee Wh Ce SOUND «656.04 osc aGeedceercadees PEND 6.45 68 be 08% sac 19 
Se, SOU MIE... on6-0 004% 000d sinh 0b000e4s6ee EE een 18 
You Grow Sweeter as the Years Roll By......... i, er 17 
ae Wh Bete eee GPRM POCRIIE so 6 0.05.6. 6i 50d ook tneeos | BO ren 16 
Ee, I Ps so 5.26 shu beeen s eee aeteeeeees ED 6 ba 604408 e020 16 
el Ey A Pr rrr rr rrr rr ert rrr reine ae 15 
EE EE ROO even s654660440600400880800% |, Sa ae 14 
en Oe OC Oe OB sg os cc clned Ceo ec bes ee eees Paramount 14 
Strange Enchantment*...Man About Town...... ND 6 Sales dds idads 13 
BOW VOLih: ES ID BIG  WORTIOL . 66.0060 650 cee ccetse PeMNES 440446400 S4506%5 13 
UENO cn eldings 444456445040 69K6000 4060000 MINOUO: £6066s-00s0000 13 
That Sentimental Sandwich*...Man About Town..Famous ............. 12 
RCO MHG THOU TCO in cba oc ccc ccccecsecteccs RA ree 12 
Hooray for Spinach*...Naughty But Nice....... EEE 6.5 6.50 00% 004 004 12 
Hang Heart on Hickory Limb®...East Side...... MINGET, odes be ececdevss 12 
| Step Up and Shake My Hand.....ccccccscccccene eer rr Se 12 
BIS EB ESTs 0 cee TA SOUS BOB. 00000008 6600008 BS ere 12 
ia Oy ARAN Peers year ree ee CT eee Terr ees EUGEL 4.460066 00008 12 
We've Come a Long Way Together...........e.- RSP ll 





Inside Stuff—Bands 


New York local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians threw a 
scare into bandleader Tommy Dorsey recently by informing him that he 
owed the local $35,000 in back salaries for standby musicians. Dorsey’s 
band was supposed to have been composed of all 802 men but the local 
claimed that Howard Smith and Yank Lawson, piano and trumpet respec- 
tively were not 802 men, according to their files. Smith’s been with Dorsey 
two and a half years and Lawson a little less. 

Frantic checkup proved that Smith’s true first name is Harold and Law- 
son’s name should be spelled Lausen. File recheck under the correct tags 
proved to local officials the men always had been 802. A $35,000 sigh of 
relief came from the Dorsey headquarters. 














Richard Jones, personal valet to Duke Ellington, wound up in a Ger- 
man cooler for four hours two weeks ago while a vague chance of spy 
activities was investigated. Ellington recently returned from a European 
tour. Jones was grabbed while traversing Germany from The Hague to 
Malmo, Switzerland, in a car owned by one of the Reuters, which agency 
booked the band’s tour. He was in charge of baggage and some instru- 
ments, while the rest of the outfit was transported by bus. 

On the opening date of its tour in Paris April 2-3 the Ellington crew 
gave its concert in a bombproof theatre. It’s the new National Theatre de 
Chaillot, stage of which is 100 feet underground. 





With Kay Kyser’s exit from the Madhattan Room of the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N.Y., Saturday (13) the room was shuttered entirely. Artie Shaw 
is set for the Penn, opening in October, but he will come into what 
is now the Cafe Rouge which will be made over. Tommy Dorsey comes 
into the Roof for the summer May 25. 

Madhattan Room was always a coveted spot by name bands wanting 
location dates in New York. It was a draw for the younger trade and 
served as a local springboard for such bands as Hal Kemp, Benny Good- 
man, Kyser, and others. 


_—_— — 


Tommy Ryan, guitarist, soloist and focal point of the Three Barons trio 
with Sammy Kaye’s orchestra, has been on the sidelines for the past five 
weeks with a missing voice. Doctors who have examined him label it a 
form of laryngitis that will, in time, clear up, but nothing can be done till 
it does. 

His place is being taken by Clyde Burke since he was ordered to rest. 
Kaye goes into the Essex House, N. Y., May 25. 





New gag being used by song pluggers has them sending professional 
copies of new songs such as ‘Hot Pretzels’ used as wrapping paper for a 
few twisters. ‘Chew, Chew, Chew’ was mailed out attached to a large 
stick of pink bubble gum, and ‘Snug as a Bug in a Rug’ had metal facsimilies 
of beetles pinned to it. ‘That Sentimental Sandwich’ is dealt with similarly. 


— maestros are looking forward to receiving capies of ‘Champagne 
altz.’ 





It cost Larry Clinton plenty to break away from Victor Records to go 
with Eli Oberstein’s new platter sceup. That happened several months 
ago and Clinton hasn’t made any recordings since. 

In the meantime his tune, ‘Our Love,’ climbed into the best seller class 
of music and records, and Clinton hasn’t been able to get it on wax. 
Tommy Dorsey cut it for Victor in place of Clinton. 











) A HIT! 
e “IF I HAD MY WAY” e 


by Jimmy Kendis and Louw Klein with this line-up of May recordings: 
Bing Crosby (Decca)—Kate Smith (Victor)—Glen Gray (Decca) 
Barry Wood (Brunswick)—The Smoothies (Bluebird), 
New Jimmy Mundy Swingy Fox Trot Arr. 





Two new great Spud Murphy Orch. Arr. 


“RED WING” 
“SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK” 


Joe Howard's officially licensed song 


“MEET ME AT THE NEW YORK WORLD’S FAIR” 


with a new Jimmy Dale Orch. Arr. 








PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 


Max Mayer, Pres. 1657 B’dw’y, New York Ben Fdwards, Mgr. 














( 


i nie ol ntl 


nam: me oe oe ot Ob 


— 











ve 








Wednesday, May 17, 1939 


_VAUDE-—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 35 











Fischer’s Folies’ Lights Up Chinese 
Stage, H wood; Policy Seen Assured 





Hollywood, May 16. 

Lifeless since the last Sid Grau- 
man prolog four years ago, the 
Chinese theatre again bristles with 
femininity and spectacle. Experi- 
ment by Fox-West Coast for a 
change to flesh from films gives 
early evidence of success, with the 
credit going to Clifford C. Fisher for 
his current edition of ‘Folies Ber- 
gere. Continental reyue was pre- 
miered Friday night (12) to a heavy 
picture turnout. Show running one 
hour and 20 minutes was expansive- 
ly received and is expected to build 
through word-of-mouth. Weekend 
was a complete sellout and heavy 
advance is reported. 

Semi-nudity threatens to become 
an issue hereabouts if the showgirls 
are permitted to continue their free- 
dom of undress. Censors have been 
pretty strict since the fan dance took 
hold and it remains to be seen 
whether this extravaganza falls in 
the category of art. Earl Carroll 
was an interested spectator opening 
night. So were other floor show 
entrepreneurs. 

Fox-WC plans a 10-week run and 
is expected to follow it either with 
a Shubert revue from the Frisco 
Fair or another Fischer creation, also 
being groomed for Treasure Island. 
Success of current flesher will stamp 
the theatre’s policy for months to 


Singer’s Death ‘Natural,’ 
Foul Play Theory Out 


New Orleans, May 16. 


Mystery which at first surrounded 
the death of Gordon Miller, 25-year- 
old nitery singer, was believed 
cleared up with coroner’s tentative 
verdict of death from heart failure. 

Miller was found in an empty box- 
car here Saturday (13) by railroad 
night watchman attracted by his 
groans. Police had hinted foul play, 
but could find no evidence to sub- 
stantiate this. 


MUSICIAN UNION 
HITS PIT 
NITERY 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Lou Passarello, operator of one of 
the town’s topflight roadhouses, the 
New Penn, has been placed on the 











come. ‘Folies’ is doing three shows 
daily during the week and an added 
midnight sesh tossed in Saturdays. | 
Night tariff runs to $1.10, with the 
mats scaled up to 83c. Seats are re- 
served for all shows. 

Screen, which has flashed all the 
Hollywood colossals, is used for an 
assortment of shorts that precedes 
the main event. 

Continental Revue is heading for 


unfair list by Musician’s Union, 
Local 60, because of charges he had 
been paying below the scale to union 
musicians. Al Fremont’s _ band, 
booked to open Saturday (13), was 
notified by the union that the job 
was out and Consolidated Radio Ar- 
tists, which has serviced the New 
Penn for last two years, was told by 
Claire Meeder, head of local union, 
to cancel all existing band contracts 





a $20,000 week, with $11,000 grossed 
the first three days. Stage policy 
has increased the house personnel 
by 50 with 21 musicians, 10 stage- | 
hands, 12 in boxoffice and additional 
phone girls and usherettes. 


ELEANOR POWELLS 
NEW SUPPORTING BILL 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 

Unit which has worked intact with 
Eleanor Powell since her Loew’s 
State engagement will be dissolved 
in Cleveland this week and WB- 
booked supporting show comes into 
Stanley (19) with her. Andy Iona’s 
Hawaiians, who accompanied dancer 
from the Coast, stick, and other acts 
for local engagement will include 
Emmett Oldfield, Randall Sisters 
and Picchiani troupe. 

Stanley, WB deluxer, returned to 
flesh this week, Hugh Herbert cur- 
rent headliner, after three weeks 
of straight pix, first break in house’s 
presentation policy since March, 
1937. Nothing set yet to follow Miss 
Powell, with efforts being made to 
close deal with Ritz Bros. for week 
of May 26. 


Macs Get N. Y. Par’s 














e e h ti kl 
Quickest Rebooking Godel Ceaneat ple mcntry which | 





After their opening show at the 


New York Paramount Wednesday | 
(10), the Merry Macs, harmonizing am until June 7, then returns to 
quartet, were immediately set for a | London. 


subsequent date. Par booking of- | 
ficials aver it’s the theatre’s quick- 
est rebooking. 

Quartet one-nights it to the Coast | 
for a picture when the Fred Allen | 
show, on which they’re weekly fea- 
tures, goes off the air late in June. 





| cian’s local too, and pulled all mem- 


runion once before and paid a fine of 


ithe Bevhills Victor Hugo cafe to 


with the nitery. The American Fed- 
eration of Actors has joined musi- 


ber performers. 

Passarello’s place went on unfair 
list with closing of Emerson Gill’s 
band Friday (12). Gill previously 
had been pencilled for return en- 
gagement in July but that contract 
has been scrapped, too. 

Understood trouble dates back to 
last fall when Ken Francis crew, a 
local band, went into the New Penn 
for several weeks under scale. Re- 
cently, it’s reported, a couple of the 
Francis men squawked, with subse- 
quent heavy fines to the maestro and 
his personnel and the ban for Pas- 
sarello. Latter was in trouble with 


$1,300. 

New Penn intends to keep going 
for time being with non-union or- 
chestras. Expected that Passarello 
will appeal ruling of Local 69. 


MILLS BROS. SLATED 








FOR AUSTRALIAN TOUR 


Mills Bros. now in England on a/| 
vaude tour, leave there the end of 
August and head for Australia, | 
where they open a 20-week tour | 
either in Sydney or M*lbourne Oct. 
1. Quintet will broadcast in Aussie | 

according to, 








booked. 

Leslie MacDonald, of the Rockwell 
London office, who arranged the) 
dates, is in N. Y. He stays in Goth- 





John Steinberg’s Frisco 
Eatery, Out of Bevhills | 


Hollywood, May 16. | 
John Steinberg has pulled out of | 


| 





| tery at the Fri .| 
Onyx Title Case Delayed iris" Sariner,” Walter Guzzarai,. 





Settlement of the Onyx vs. Onyx | 
case ig still up in the air due to the | 
absence of Justice Lauer from New 
York supreme court. It’s been ad- 
journed several times and is now cal- 
endared for the end of this week be- 
fore another arbiter. Original Onyx 
has asked that the new Onyx be 


punished for the use of the name in | 
addition to its request for an in-|‘are pusbands 


junction. 


had not cleared it. 
Joe Helbock, operator of the new 


and former partner in the old Onyx, 


is seeking to prove his prior right to 
the title. 


junctions to restrain the other’s use Schroeder’s orchestra, plus Boots and 
of the tag. 


. Former opened May 12. '-oljed yesterday (Mon.) with Fred 
using the name though the courts woeMurray and Madeleine Carroll. 


Both clubs are asking in- pleton, Wis. last week with Hal 


bought out his interest. 





| 
Jones as ‘Herbert’ | 


Hollywood, May 16. 
plays the lead in) 
high-budget 


Allan Jones 


Paramount's musical, | 


| ‘Victor Herbert,’ slated to start in 


July. 
Currently Jones 
Necessary?’ 


is working in 
which | 





William (Dad) Wickert opened his 
redecorated White House club, Ap- 


2a 0 





‘Her Buddies. 


Pierce-Harris Booked 
For Dates in London 


Pierce and Harris, who returned 
last week from Florida, sail June 21 
for London and go into the Savoy 
hotel there early in July for four 
weeks. 

Follow that with vaudeville dates 
and are then set for a Charles Coch- 
ran revue, 


TOWER, K. C., RETURNS 
TO TEMPORARY VAUDE 


Kansas City, May 16. 

An in-and-outer for past several 
months, vaude returns to the Tower 
temporarily this week. Current 
show, headed by the Stroud Twins, 
will be followed by Count Berni 
Vici and Ted Lewis units in suc- 
cessive weeks, with Bob Crosby’s or- 
chestra and Phil Spitalny’s all-girl 
crew set for June. 

Dearth of quality films is respon- 
sible for return to flesh here, since 
two other Fox houses, the Esquire 
and Uptown, have been absorbing 
all films available from company’s 
sources, 20th-Fox, Universal and Re- 
public, on a priority basis. 

For the Ted Lewis unit 55¢ top 
will prevail, but 40c prevails for the 
other shows. Lon Cox, Fox city 
manager, is contemplating other 
dates to follow this lineup. House 
will revert to straight films, how- 
ever, when draw films are available. 


Kitty Willams’ Cafe 
OK Revoked in M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, May 16. 

Katie B. Miller, who as Kitty Wil- 
liams, was ‘queen’ of Milwaukee’s 
night life years ago when the city 
was wide open, was notified Thurs- 
day (11) that her chance ior a come- 
back, granted four years ago, was at 
an end. 

After an avalanche of evidence 
Fad been presented by police, alder- 
men were unanimous in voting for 
revocation of her nitery license, first 
granted to her in June, 1935, when 
her pleas won over protests of the 
police department ‘%ecause of her 
previous record of convictions for 
operating notorious houses. 

Miss Miller will be "9 in Novem- 
ber. 

















M’w’kee Vaude Opens 


Milwaukee, May 16. 

Al Cooper, who with his son, Al, 
Jr., is operating the old Alhambra 
theatre here, inaugurated vaude 
Friday (12). In for a week is Earl 
Taylor’s ‘Revue Glorified.’ 

This Friday, Cooper brings in 
Will Osborne’s orchestra, also for a 
week. 


e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 














The Keith circuit barred songs 
done on the radio, Tunes were so 
well exploited through the ether, 
the circuit declared, that they had 
no appeal for payees. 





England preparing for a big va- 
riety boom. 





McIntyre and Heath celebrated 
50th anniversary as a stage team. 
Headlining at the Palace, N. Y., this 
week. 





The Ohio supreme court issued a 
decision banning showing of Sun- 


day pictures throughout the state. 
| Pictures were classed as ‘theatrical | 


erformances, therefore banned on | ne 
P | national Exposition, on July 15, ac- 


the Sabbath. 





The Jansleys held over at the 
ipp, N. Y.; Lou Holtz got lots of 
ughs with his droll stories at the 
h Ave. 

Mae Murray’s next production for 
Metro was slated to be “The Merry 
Widow,’ 
Z. Leonard, directing. 





Legit down. London’s anticipated 
boom, with the advent of the British 
Empire Exposition, didn’t material- 
ize; in fact, biz was worst in history 
of London legit. Broadway and Chi 
likewise very poor. 





Joe Laurie, Jr., only redeeming 
feature of ‘Plain Jane,’ which opened 
at the New Amsterdam on Broad- 
way. 


with her husband, Robert | 











Walton Roof, Beuny the Bums Among 








20 Top Philly Cafes Cited by Rum Ba. 


Velez, Lopez, Hoctor 
To Open at Chi’s Chez 


Chicago, May 16. 

Lupe Velez heads new show open- 
ing at the Chez Paree here on Friday 
(19), with Vincent Lopez’s orchestra 
replacing Russ Morgan’s band. Har- 
riet Hoctor is also on the bill. 

Romo Vincent will r c. The Knight 
Sisters, acrobatic team, and Betty 
Hutton, Lopez vocalist, round out the 
card. 


POOR BIZ FOLDS 
BILLY ROSES 
CASA 


A casualty of the what’s-hap- 
pened-to-Broadway cry is Billy 
Rose’s Casa Manana show, which 
folds this weekend after poor busi- 
ness right from the start. One of 
the costliest cabaret-theatre enter- 
tainments, patterned as a cavalcade 
of show business, with James Bar- 
ton starred (later Willie and Eu- 
gene Howard were added), the show 
never quite caught on. With the 
World’s Fair dent to general mid- 
town biz, it slipped badly. 

Rose revived the girl-show policy 
with a special eye to the Fair visit- 
ors, who have yet to materialize, 
and judging by the bullish biz he’s 
doing at his Aquacade at the Fair- 
grounds, the showman is wondering 








whether the expo won't affect 
Broadway all summer. 
He’s vague, for that reason, 


whether he’ll reopen June 15, if at 
all, for the summer. Rose will be 
guided primarily by the trends of 
the crowds, once they start coming 
in, There’s a disposition now to 
wonder whether, after seeing the 
Fair, most of them won't be too 


tired to do any night-clubbing or | 


theatre attending in the evening. 

Meantime, the new Alex Finn 
management, with Joe Moss, at the 
refurbished International Casino, 
another big league Broadway caba- 
ret-theatre, plans to open on Sunday 
and Monday next (21-22) with a 
double premiere. New Georgie Hale 
revue will star Harry Richman and 
Milton Berle, with Ranny Weeks’ 
music. 


ORSON WELLES BOOKED 
FOR WK. AT CHI PALACE 


Chicago, May 16. 
Orson Welles goes into the Palace 
here week of June 9. Will do a ra- 


dio sketch and carry a company of 
12. 

Welles will get a guarantee and 
50-50 over a certain figure, 


Cliff Fischer Sets 
New Show for S. F. 


San Francisco, May 16. 
Clifford C. Fischer has lined up in 
Europe a new series of acts that 
will be the nucleus of a show to 


bow either here or on Treasure 
Island, site of the Golden Gate Inter- 








cording to an announcement made 


by Fischer before he left for Holly- | 


wood last week, where his ‘Folies 
Bergere’ is currently playing at the 
Chinese theatre. 
‘Folies Bergere’ 
than 600,000 during its nine weeks at 


the California Auditorium on Treas- | 


ure Island. 


$15,000 Nitery Blaze 


Oakland, May 16. 
The Caliente, local night club, was 








| swept by flames that threatened the 


entire building. Before the fire was 
put under contro! three alarms were 
turned in. 

Damage estimated at $15,000 by 
th: operator, Frank Levrue. 


played to more 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

Climax to the jitters of nitery op- 
erators here came this week with ci- 
tation for license revocation of every 
important night club in the city. 
Twenty were named in all. 

In all cases the citations were for 
alleged violations of the liquor act. 
| Charges principally are selling after 
{hours and providing entertainment 
after the legal curfew. 

Spots named are Jack Lynch's 
Walton Roof, Benny the Bum’s, 1523 
Locust, Embassy Club, Twentieth 
Certury Tavern, Latimer Club, Little 
| Rathskeller, Adelphia hotel, Streets 
iof Paris, 69th Street Rathskeller, 
|Lexington Casino, Club Morocco, 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller, 1321 Locust 
Street (now El Chico), Yacht Club, 
Cadillac Tavern, McGee’s Club 15, 
Rendezvous, Stamp’s-on-the-Dela- 
ware and Evergreen Casino. 

Citations against Benny the Bum’s 
are among the most serious. They 
include charges of sales on Sundays, 
providing entertainment after hours, 
permitting operation of slot machines 
and providing improper entertain- 
ment. Little Rathskeller was cited 
for allegedly selling liquor on Sun- 
days and providing entertainment 
jafter hours; Streets of Paris, sales to 
minors, and the Sixty-ninth Street 
Rathskeller, permitting immoral en- 
tertainment. 

Gravity of the charges is greatly 
increased for most of those named 
by the fact that this makes them 
second offenders. First time they 
were let off with suspensions which 
they were allowed to duck by paying 
$10 for each day the license was 
supposed to be lifted. 








3 Cleve. Cafes Nixed 
Cleveland, May 16. 

Three so-called private niteries 
have come under the axe of the 
state’s liquor board. They have 
been charged with breaking their 
membership charters, 

Iroquois Club, a fave hangout for 
sportsmen, operated by (Charlie 
O’Connell, had its license revoked 
on three scores, for peddling rum 
|on Sunday, not being a_ bonafide 
| private club and making false state- 
ments in applying for its permit. 
|Three-Two Club and 2,900 Club 
| were walloped for similar violations, 
| Rest of the night spots are suffer- 
jing from the jitters since state in- 
| vestigators have knocked off nearly 
50 bistros since Christmas. Nine 
cases heard last week had their li- 
censes nixed. Curfew of 2:30 a.m. 
being observed more as a result of 
raids on joints that ran neerby 
after-curfew speaks. 











Wis. Legislation 
Madison, Wis., May 16. 

The state senate killed the Paul- 
son night club curfew bill last week 
after opponents had succeeded in at- 
taching to it a ‘dripping wet’ amend- 
ment, 

The bill had provided for a state- 
wide a.m. closing. Present law pro- 
hibits the sale of liquor between 
1 am. and 8 a.m., though beer may 
| be sold at any hour. 

Zimmy, Milwaukee Democrat, in- 
troduced an amendment for state- 
wide closing between 2 a.m. and 6 
a.m. and permitting the sale of liquor 
at all hours that night clubs were 
open, After this was amended by 
| Gettelman (Rep.), Milwaukee, to 
, permit all-night sale of liquor and 
| beer on New Year’s Eve also, the 
| senate adopted it, 17 to 12. 
| 
| 


| 








Ease Frisco Curfew 
San Francisco, May 16. 

Local night clubs have been given 
/ permission to remain open and sell 
food at any time, according to a new 
inetice served by Police Chief Wil- 
liam J. Quinn. Because of rules that 
required they shutter at 2:30 am., 
local niteries had been complaining 
they were losing most of the after- 
theatre and exposition supper trade. 
The chief warned operators, how- 
| ever, that he will not tolerate drink- 
_ing, dancing or entertainment of any 
kind. 

Meantime, many spots continue to 
fcld. Drop from last year’s grosses 
is said to be between 25% and 49%. 





Take Over S. F. Cafe 
San Francisco, May 16. 
Don Burger, manager of the Hotel 
Sir Francis Drake here, has taken 
over the swank Cafe Lafayette on 
reasure Island, site of the ex- 
pesition. 
In with Burger are Louis Lurie, 
C. M. Hilton, and J. W. Brown. 
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MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 





Englewood, N. J., May 12. 
Joe E. Lewis, Frank Paris, Frazee 
Sisters (2), Mary Raye & Naldi, Jit- 
terbugs (6), Chester Hale’s Ballet 
(24), Ted Fio Rito’s orch (13), Don 
De Vodi’s orch (7) with Una Wyte. 





One of New York’s most striking 
summer nocturnal playgrounds— 
though it’s in New Jersey—removed 
the shutters Thursday night (11). 
Vhile it would be difficult to match 
the sweep of the Hudson from this 
Jersey cliff site, Ben Marden has 
made a valiant attempt with this 
current stage show and at least af- 
fords an inner picture that doesn’t 
clash with the natural scenic effecis. 

Marden also rates attention for 
pulling a switch on the current trend 
of nitery shows in th® metropolitan 
area. He apparently is out to lure 
the World’s Fair trade by emphasiz- 
ing class. This production drips 
with the pretty and the beautiful; 
there’s no nudity and not once does 
Sex raise its popular head. There's 
a dash of the blue, but that’s from 
Joe E. Lewis, whose style of dishi 
it out is hardly ever offensive. 

The frame, however, may have 
shown an entirely different picture 
had Faith Bacon shown as advertised 
in a fawn routine set to Debussy’s 
music, But opening night Marden 
Stategl that she couldn’t double be- 
tweeg’ four shows 
cession at the New York World’s 
Fair and the three shows at the 


neo 
a5 


Riviera; hence she was out of Jer-| 


sey. That. was a polite way of say- 


ing she didn’t fit into this produc-| 


tion. There'll be no replacement and 
shéw looks and plays okay as it 
Ss. 

Lewis is headlining, but Mary 
Raye and Naldi give the layout most 
of its applause foundation. This ex- 
ceptionally graceful adagio-ballroom 
team appears to have reached its 


peak of perfection, impressing.at the | 


preem as one of the best in its line. 
They delivered six routines, three of 


JOE 
TERMINI 


with JEAN HAMILTON 
and BOB DU HART 
TOURING 
GREAT BRITAIN 











in N.T.G.’s con-| 














DON GALVIN 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 





heavy play. i 
ing bandstand, there’s never a musi- 
cal lull. De Vodi has Una Wyte as 
a pleasant vocalist. 

| Opening night tap was $7.50 per 
| person, but this included a special 
|dinner, Normally, the Riviera gets 


| 


Because of the caviles' 


5th avenue location, seems a natural 
|for the summer. Especially with 
|The Hartmans and Enric Madri- 
guera’s music. But so far it’s been 
kinda quiet. Charge that off, also, to 
the N. Y. Fair competish 

But whatever the reason, the Roof 


them encores, and still left the mob| , $350 minimum nightly, except) is one of the nicest in decor and one 


| begging for more. Their individual- 

ity in lifts, carries and spins is 
BAS throughout, but they have a 
| special novelty sock in a waltz to 
‘Sylvia.’ most of this dance being 
accomped by an offstage voice dra- 
matically reading the poem, sans 
music. Their appearance also is an 
asset, 

The exceptional sight features of 
the Raye and Naldi act are well car- 
ried throuzh before and after by the 
Chester Hale ballet of 24 femmes. 
Latter are in the show for three rou- 
tines and, in looks and 
~ 


\ ‘ * 
ol SnowgIlris, 


vealing red velvet gowns is espe- 


cially standout in the middle of the 


show; opening, they do a cakewalk, | 


while their finale is a straight toe 
number in black and white, tightlv- 
fitted lace. They’re good dancers. 

Hale not only provided the line, 
but also staged the show, which has 
only one weakness. This is physical 
rather than technical, the fault rest- 
ing chiefly on the fact that many of 
the customers in the large, circular 
room cannot see Frank Paris’ skill- 
fully manipulated puppets. 
on the terraces have a clear view of 
the floor, but others find it impossi- 
ble to see the dolls. Paris’ standout 
is a Sonja Henie skating puppet. 


Three white mixed teams of jitter- | 


bugs follow the line’s feather dance 
and are a surprising click. It’s fig- 
ured that this type of act has long 
since outworn its welcome, but the 
opening night bunch took these 
youngsters in stride. They’re wilder 
and more expert than those usually 
on view and draw hefty applause. 

The Frazee Sisters, who, like Raye 
and Naldi and Lewis, played the 
Riviera last season, easily get by 
with their harmonizing following the 
swing madness.. Both are long on 
looks as well as singing, doing ex- 
tremely well by “This Can’t Be Love,’ 
|‘And the Angels Sing’ and ‘This Is 
rs, 

Lewis takes over then for a next- 
| to-closing comedy spot. Up to this 
| point his only contribution is a short 
| session at the opening, which more 
|or less is strictly a plug for Marden 
land the Riviera. His regular spot, 
with Austin Mack at the piano, is 
almost wholly a comedy song rou- 
tine and quite funny, including 
‘While a Cigaret Was Burning,’ ‘I 
Must Go to Moscow’ and ‘Mexicali 
Rosie Goldfarb.’ He also pulls apart 
such tunes as ‘Hold Tight,’ ‘Little 
Sir Echo’ and ‘The Lady Is‘a Tramp,’ 
his commentary being hardly flatter- 
ing to the songwriters, but built for 
laughs, 

The show rates a bend for the fine 
|costuming and smooth runoff. The 
credits also include several song- 
writers as contributing numbers, but 
| the runoff is at variance with this. 
| Victor Young provided ‘Pearls On 
| Velvet’ for the ballet’s fan dance, 
while Richard Drigo composed ‘Cake 
Walk 1939’ for the line’s opening 
number, but there are no apparent 
songs by Sammy Fain, Matty Mal- 
|meck and Frank Signorelli, all of 
| whom are given program mention. 
Ted Fio Rito’s orchestra plays the 
| performance excellently, besides al- 
ternating with Don De Vodi’s seven- 
| piece crew for the customer-dancing. 
|For the latter, both bands appear to 





| Stress rhumbas and the floor gets a 
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LARRY T 


FOX 





Your tenor and m.c. ef artistic distinction 


Opening night—supper show—forced to do 9 encores at the 


Boston’s swank membership club 


and HOUNDS 


HORNTON 


costuming, | 
ably make up for the complete lack | 
A fan routine in re-} 


Those | 


| Saturday’s and holiday eves, when 
the rap is $4. Scho. 


TROCADERO 


(HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, May lil. 
Emil Coleman Orch (11) Eddie 
South Orch (6) and Tito and his 
Swingette (5). 


Felix Young has taken the much 


though not gaudy, as well as being 
moderne both in furnishings and 
lighting. Room, which was overly 


large, has been cut to handle about | 


with the northern end cut oOff| interludes is also part of the 12-man 


| 350, 
and made into a class bar, latter of 
| semi-circular type with booths flank- 
|ing the room. 

Young, who ran Ciro’s in 
| York years ago, set out to give Hol- 
|lywood a smart exclusive’ and 
| charming establishment for food and 
| terpsichore. He did not overlook a 
single detail and received the ap- 
probation of the film elite on open- 
ing night when he had around 350 
there for its unveiling at $10 a plate. 
The ‘Who’s Who’ of the pic biz were 
on hand and selection of the guest 
| list eliminated the autograph seek- 
| ers and table hoppers with the result 
| that it was just a happy family get- 
together. It proved a wise ide@a as 
ithe plug around town next day for 
| the place was terrific and trade 
heavy, which affected the other so- 
called smart eat and dance spots. 


| Emil Coleman’s orchestra proved 
|to be the big treat to the cinema 
|mob. Coleman's aggregation gave 
|’em everything in rhythmic dance 
tune. Then there’s the Eddie South 
| aggregation of six colored musicians, 
'a string outfit that provides the hot 
and lowdown tunes, with South him- 
self soloing on the violin. . Also, to 
| relieve the other two setups, Young 
ijhas Tito and his Swingettes, with 
three of the five musicians playing 
the accordions. This blend of dance 
tunists is perfect and keeps the room 
melodized without a lull. It’s per- 
fect for the crowd that comes to 
dance. 


Hollywood, of course, is fickle and 
goes into a new estab to give it the 
onceover now and then. It relishes 
a smart spot and this is the only 
one this town has had. No doubt 
with the summer racing season in 
the offing the room will be heavily 
supported, 


There’s no cover charge; food is 
strictly a la carte and provided un- 
der the supervision of Louis Can- 
tone, a N. Y. maitre brought in by 
Young, With excellent cuisine 
prices of course are in accordance 
and will keep out the type of patrons 
who set a limit on a dinner check. 
The black tie is very much in vogue 
and it’s likely that Hollywood may 
insist on the place being strictly for- 
mal, to which of course, Young 
would not object, as he opened 
Ciro’s with the same policy. 

Place has heavy nut on the band 
end, as well as some 125 employes 
to operate, so it will have to aver- 
age around $10,000 a week to show 
daylight. Ung. 


PIERRE ROOF, N. Y. 


The Hartmans, Enric Madriguera 
orchestra. 


| 











| 








The Hotel Pierre’s Roof, some 42 
stories up, and air-conditioned be- 
sides, with a commanding Central 
_Park view from its 6lst street and 



















Here’s how to pour 
masterpieces out 
of glasses... first, pour 
Johnnie Walker an’ 

soda into them! 


RED LABEL, 8 years old BORN 1820 
BLACK LABEL, 12 years old gsill coiug stven 
Both 86.8 proof m_ ’ 









IT’S SENSIBLE TO STICK WITH 
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BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 
INC. 


NEW YORK N. 


Y.- 


SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 


transformed Trocadero and turned | 
it into one of the smartest supper 
clubs in America. It’s swank, 


New | 
| town, 


of the best plotted for summer 
| divertissement. Grace and Paul 
| Hartman have embellished their stuff 
considerably, including a nonsensical 


Trylon-and-Perisphere routine; also|than can be found anywher 
a takeoff on the Murray dancing | Ywhere along 


masters, plus some new and very 
effective magico hoke. They’re still 


tops in that deadpan school of hokum | 


ballroomology, and for the profes- 
style of ‘seri- 
ous’ terping is quite devastating. 
Enric Madriguera has a reorgan- 
ized band that’s easy on the hoof and 
fits well into this class environment. | 
The personable young maestro, with 
his violining, is a good front.. He 
has a ‘nightmare’ presentation over- 
ture that’s quite spooky in its execu- 
tion. A femme trio for the maracas 


unit. 
With a weather break, the Pierre 
is a cinch for some fancy business. 
It’s one of the nicer roofs around 
Abel. 


GOLD COAST ROOM 


(DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO) 


Chicago, May 12. 
Ted Weems orch with Elmo Tan- 
ner, Perry Como, Red Ingle, Parker 
Gibbs, Country Washburn & Marvel 
Maxwell; Garron & Bennett, the 
Great Mardoni. 





Always a prime favorite in Chi- 
cago, Ted Weems has returned to 
the Drake better and bigger than 
ever. Always a _ stand-out dance | 
leader in ballrooms, Weems comes 
up with a suave and smoother per- 
sonality for the stfootiest of nite 
spots. He is a smart showman and 
has an aggregation of real entertain- 
ers who deliver plenty of novelty in 
addition to tossing off great dansa- 
pation. 


Standard and established with 
Weems are such performers as 
Como, Tanner, Ingle, Gibbs and 
Washburn. All work together and 
individually in stand-out fashion. 
Marvel Maxwell is a rhythm singer 
and a newcomer to the aggregation. 
Indications are that she will be 
around a long time also, having 
plenty capable voice and delivery. 








With Weems orch here, only two! 
outside acts are needed to make this | 
a full and well-rounded show. Ball- 
room dance routines are contributed | 
by. Garron and Bennett, neat look- | 
ing dance team who score easily. | 
They impress best with their Moor- 
ish number, done in modern clothes, 
with their quick turns indicating 
plenty of ability and background, 

The Great Mardoni does a fine 
mind-reading bit with a femme 
planted in the audience. Effective 
without being obvious. Another 
good piece of business is his magic 
thumb tie. Has good personality 
and slings a neat line of chatter 
throughout. Loop. 








|'SLAPSY MAXIE’S, L. A, 





| with 


, sional bunch their satirical bertesks | 
ion the contemporary 


| forte, but it’s fast all the way and no 
|letup on the gagging. Lewis and his 
| wife, 
| routine, with Richards cutting in for 





‘ Los Angeles, May 11, 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Cully Richards 
Sam Lewis, Patti Moore, Virginia 
Matthews, Weldon Barr, Joe Plotsii 
Tommy Reilly’s orch (5). 4 





This is the hokiest tavern in town 
the heaviest turnover of 
customers, plus more solid laughs 


the nitery belt. It’s a freak among 
the bistro’s that crossed up the wise 
‘uns who said it couldn’t last. 


That about sizes up Maxie Rosen. 
bloom’s slap-happy grotto, a made- 
over storeroom, which started with 
seating for 40 and by the simple 
expedient of knocking down walls of 
adjacent stores was enlarged to its 
present capacity of 225. Sam Lewis, 
longtime vauder (Lewis and Moore), 
is the silent partner and operator of 
the establishment. It’s Lewis’ show- 
manship that made the spot click at 
the outset and now, after nearly two 
years, going stronger than ever. 

Slapsy Maxie is the undoubted 
draw, although there’s Cully 
Richards emceeing and a few other 


slightly dazed performers. Slapsy, 
onetime lightheavy champ, is sstill 
cuffing "em around with his naive 


gags, feigned sincerity as an actor, 
which he isn’t, and fun-poking at’ the 
payees. It was Maxie who cracked, 
when opening the joint, ‘we’re going 
to have a 15-cent cover charge to 
keep out the riff-raff.’ 

It’s Maxie’s name that draws them 
in, but it’s Richards who keeps the 
joint in an uproar. His routine is 
plenty rough and slangy, but he has 
the knack of knowing how far to go 
by sizing up the sitters. Place gets 


|}a heavy play .ffrom the picture mob, 


who come in droves when they get 
bored, or fed up at other niteries and 


| house parties. 


Talent lineup doesn’t sound s0 


Patti Moore, do a fast dance 
the laughs. Joe Plotski is a dialect 
double talker, finally drowned out 
by a military air blaring from a 
record. Virginia Matthews takes her 
singing straight and Weldon Barr 


; taps his way around the small stage. 


Tommy Reilly leads the ork and cuts 
himself a piece of the fun. For a 
finale, the entire company goes into 
costume for an operatic rib. 

Best ad for the spot is the mob out 


(Continued on page 39) 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Marion Raber, Ballet, Rockettes, 
Viola Philo, Glee Club, Brengk’s 
Golden Horse, ~~ & Geraldine; 
Symph conducted by Erno Rapee, 
Mischa Violin and Frank Nowicki; 
Richard Leibert; ‘Only Angels Have 
Wings (Col), reviewed in this issue. 





‘Curiosity Shop’ is the Leonidoff 
presentation currently and a nice 
companion piece to ‘Only Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col) on screen. It’s 
just the right contrast, a bright ka- 
leidoscope of thisa-and-thata,with a 
sprightly decor by Bruno Maine; 


costumes by Marco Montedoro, Willa 
Van and H. Rogge, and lit by Eu- 
gene Braun. 

A pretty ballet conceit under the 
caption ‘Amphore’ (Grecian Vase) 
tees off to a special musical setting 
composed by Maurice Baron, lyrics 
by Albert Stillman. Marion Raber 
is the terp leader. 

The ‘Curiosity Shop’ goes Tyro- 
Jean for the next portion with Viola 
Philo at.the helm of the Music Hall 
Glee Club, William Reid, director. 
It’s all in characteristic Alpine tra- 
dition, yodeling, etc. 

Brengk’s Golden Horse doing only 
four postures, all of an Injun mo- 
tif, is a pleasant stage-break preced- 
ing the socko Ray and Geraldine, 
nee the Hudson Wonders, Before a 
‘Music Box’ setting, they come off 
the pedestals and their male aide, in 
hunt’s getup, assists with the props. 
Ray and Geraldine Hudson do amaz- 
ing ground tumbling and other floor 
acrobatics. Now matured, they’re 

ersonable young ladies; hence, the 

y and Geraldine billing in lieu 
of the juvenile Hudson Wonders is 
a wise switch. 

Finale portion is captioned ‘Wax 
Flowers,’ a_ spiraled stage effect, 
with a rose-arbor treatment, of 
which the ever socko Rockettes are 
the fulcrum with their rhythmic 
precision work. They make for 
some neat stage pictures, utilizing 
the floral motif for garlands of roses. 

Overture is ‘Tales from the Vien- 
ma Woods’ by Johann. Strauss, a 
masterful rendition by the Radio 
City Music Hall symphonists. Rich- 
ard Leibert is still at the organ. 

Biz strong on opening day. Abel. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, May 12. 
Dave Broudy’s orch (16), Hugh 
Herbert with Mrs. Hugh Herbert, 
Radio Ramblers (3), Barr & Estes, 
Jimmy & Mildred Mulcay, Honey 
Family (6); ‘Broadway Serenade’ 
( 








This WB deluxer is back to stage 
shows, after a fleshless interlude of 
three weeks, with a layout that’s 
more vaude_ than _ presentation. 
Nothing particularly wrong with it 
as entertainment per se, but that 
form is lost in this big house, In- 
dividually, acts are okay, but on the 
whole, they don’t add up. House 
should have had something more 
socko for its return to the green 
pastures. : 

Headliner is Hugh Herbert. Flick- 
er comedian, while he _ registers 
nicely with his w.k. screen eccen- 
tricities, including the familiar ‘woo- 
woo,’ could stand something more 
substantial in the: way of material. 
It’s just a loosely assembled string of 
gags and none too forte at any given 
point. Does an ordinary telegram- 
sending sketch, not very’ well 
gagged, with a femme partner on 
full stage and at its close steps out 
in one for a weak collection of 
jokes. At the finish he introduces 
the gal as Mrs. Herbert and they 
bow off together in a domestic fade- 
out. Herbert has the same engag- 
ing manner off celluloid as on and 
ingratiates himself easily, but act be- 
lies his top-flight comedy rep in 
films. 

M. c. duties are taken over at the 
outset by Sid Rice, one of the Three 
Radio Ramblers, and he does it 
straight without any fol-de-rol, sav- 
ing the laughs for his own turn. Show 
yy off to fast start with Honey Fam- 

y, three femmes and same number 
of boys, all in formal attire and os- 
tensibly just another dancing sextet. 
Isn’t long, however, before they 
swing into the acrobatic stuff, with 
their whirlwind tumbling and the 
Zals especially taking it the hard 
way. It’s a showy, flashy turn and 
over big here, as always. 

Honeys are followed by Mulcays, 
with Jimmy coming on alone and 
announcing he'll make one harmon- 
ica sound like two, later pushing 
back curtain to reveal Mildred at 
another mike. That’s’ invariably 

ood for a laugh, and no exception 

ere. Then the two of them go to 

town on ‘Flight of Bumblebee,’ 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ and ‘Carnival in 
Venice,’ all in all lending a new dis- 
tinction to the lowly mouth organ. 
Audience went for team the whole 
Way. 

In the next spot, Rice brings on 
his two partners in the same act 
Ramblers have been doing now for 
years. Manage to make old mimi- 
cry session seem reasonably fresh 
and modern, with the highspots still 
the Rubinoff fiddle bit and the grand 
Opera stanza in which one of them 
does both voices, while the other 
pair stand at each side and panto- 
mime. Rice overdoes the Laughton 
impression a little, but otherwise 


turn remains surefire despite vint- 
age. 

Dave Broudy’s house ork on stage 
gets an inning at this point with a 
hot platter of ‘Honolulu,’ more or 
less a plug for Eleanor Powell’s p. a. 
here starting Friday (19).. In fact, 
announcement of number makes no 
bones about it, with Rice telling 
customers it’s from Miss Powell’s 
last starring picture. 

Following Herbert, Barr and Estes 
close show with sock session of ec- 
centric dancing. Gal doesn’t come 
on until last couple of minutes and 
helps, but by that time the male 
half of the firm has sewed things 
up. Curtains close in abruptly at 
finish of their act for a weak, hang- 
in?;rin-air finale. 

Cohen, 


Biz way off. 
PALACE, CHICAGO 
Chicago, May 13. 
Tommy Trent, Melissa Mason, Ox- 
ford Boys, Milton Douglas & Co., 


ma ‘East Side of Heaven’ 
(U) 


Good variety show supporting the 
picture, and audience reaction at 
show caught was solid and encour- 
aging throughout the run-off of the 
bill. Milton Douglas was handed 
the m. c. assignment as the job con- 
tinues to be a hot potato for com- 
edians who are not sure of what to 
say as interlocutor. Douglas, like 
so many other unprepared m.c.s, 
fails to make the most of his tough 
job, but when permitted to go into 
his regular routine he registers a 
clean-cut hit. Carrying two people, 
man and woman, Douglas has an 
assortment of good and screwy 
laugh lines. The male stooge is par- 
ticularly able. Douglas wore a tux 
when caught, perhaps because they 
named him m. ¢c., but indications are 
that a business suit might be a bet- 
ter bet for him. 

In the deuce, Tommy Trent comes 
through in good fashion with the 
Punch and Judy novelty, topped off 
by a mariofette dancing bit. Three 
Oxford Boys are a sharp click with 
their non-instrumental impressions 
of various orchestras. Boys make 
a great appearance and follow up 
with solid showmanship and per- 
formance in their deft impersona- 
tions. ; 

Roxyettes are still here and this 
time with another new set of rou- 
tines, with their best being the stilt 
routine finale. Makes a neat flash. 
In the middle slot is Melissa Mason, 
who scores with her long-legged, 
high kicking eccentric dance num- 
ber. Tough to book on a regulation 
vaude line-up, she nevertheless fits 
in nicely here with her short, but 
effective routine. 

Business was Satisfying at the 
final performance Friday (12), Gold. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 13. 
Gray Gordon orch, Cliff Grass, 
Betty Bradley, Pegleg Bates, Her- 
man Hyde & Thelma Lee, 4 Gordons; 
‘You Can’t Get Away with Mur- 
der’ (WB). 














Featuring a musical style called 
Tic Toc Rhythm, Gray Gordon’s or- 
chestra is showing good possibilities 
for stage work here this week in one 
of its first theatre dates. A com- 
paratively new band, it has built its 
reputation by its prolific recordings 
for Victor, first on the cheap plat- 
ters and more recently under the 
higher-priced label. 

After its opening fanfare and 
theme, the band plays a modern ver- 
sion of ‘Chopsticks’ and then does 
‘Hold Tight,’ followed by ‘Angels 
Sing.’ Betty Bradley, vocalist, comes 
off the bandstand to do two numbers 
satisfactorily. Musical arrangements 
on all these numbers make plentiful 
use of the orchestra’s Tic Toc style. 

Four Gordons are on first. Added 
by the theatre, the act consists of 
three boys and a girl in some nice 
acrobatics and adagio. Cliff Grass, 
band’s saxophonist, next vocals 
‘Heaven Can Wait’ and ‘When I 
Think of You,’ both okay. He’s 
joined by three band members in 
a comedy song, ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ 
which also scores. 

The show’s middle spot is held 
down easily by Herman Hyde and 
his comedy turn, including break- 
away violins, a bass viol that flaps 


harp that’s loaded with trick gags of 
every description. This harp bit is 
new since his previous appearance 
here a year ago, and it not only 
brings plenty of laughs but also helps 
him to get off to a good hand. 
Thelma Lee is his new straight 
woman replacing his wife and for- 
mer partner, Sally Burrill. 

Gordon band does ‘I Must See 
Annie Tonight’ in the next spot. 
Crew has a clever arrangement of 
the tune, using darkened stage for 
vocals. As the girl members and 
the various members of the band 
sing, they hold telephones that light 
up. ‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ is 
done next in an exaggerated corny 
manner for comedy effect, with Bill 
North, the band’s guitarist, vocaling 
the last chorus in hillbilly style. 

Pegleg Bates, one-legged colored 
dancer, then comes along in the next- 
to-closing spot to score solidly. With 
the Four Gordons and Hyde, Bates 
was also booked by the house. 

Show’s running time is 57 minutes, 
and biz fair at third performance 





Friday (12). Kiley. 


its wings and lays eggs, and a large | t 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Richard Himber’s 
Macs (4), Stuart Allen, Johnny 
Barres, George Maza, Godfrey 
Hirsch, Hank Banico; ‘Union Pacifie’ 
(Par) reviewed in Variety May 3. 


Richard Himber is putting in 
some heavy licks, what with 
doubling into here from the Para- 
dise restaurant and taking care of 
his broadcasting. Opening day 
(Wed.), he had a 7 a.m. rehearsal 
for this date, played five shows at 
the house, did a broadcast at 6:30 
p.m, and, to make a day of it, two 
shows at the Paradise. 

Par went to four shows Thursday 
(11), but back to five as a regular 
diet Friday (12), with six thrown 
in for Saturday (13). Himber has 
played the theatre before, as have 
the Merry Macs (4). Latter were 
here about three-and-a-half years 
back. The Calgary Bros. were to 
have opened Wednesday (10) with 
Himber, but due to illness had to 
cancel. Johnny Barnes, dancer who 
was with the Frank Fay show, was 





orch, Merry 





This was a last-minute grab that’s 
coming near to stopping shows. 


Barnes is a tap dancer who works 


of-the-mill floor-ticklers. He is do- 
ing three numbers, one an impres- 
sion of Bill Robinson. The lad’s 
agile footwork and unique finesse 
place him with the topnotcher tap- 
sters. 

The Merry Macs, who are on the 
Fred Allen air show, are turning 
their personal into a real triumph. 
Three boys and girl could be doing 
more than they are, based on the 
strong audience reaction. When 
caught, foursome offered four num- 
bers, well varied and well sold. 
Their ‘Three Little Fishies’ stands 
out. 

Only other specialty turn this 
week, Stuart Allen, is with the Him- 
ber outfit. He’s on twice, early in 
the proceedings and away down 
near the end. Young baritone with 
air work to his credit sings straight 
as well as in a novelty vein, lat- 
terly when Himber is doing impres- 
sions of other leading band con- 
ductors. His burlesquing vocalistics 
go over exceptionally well. 

Himber heads a 14-piece aggrega- 
tion which has in its makeup three 
trombones, three trumpets’ and 
three saxes and his orchestrations 
range with ease from sweet-and- 
soft to the more meglapvhanous 
swing. However, the band is never 
too ear-rending. 

A medley of numbers opens, the 
band later featuring three of its 
members. George Maza, on trom- 
bone; Godfrey Hirsch, on _ vibra- 
phone, and Hank Banico, clarinet, 
step out in very showmanly fashion. 
Maza is among the best on the 
trombone. 

Oversize masks are used by Him- 
ber when imoressions of Vallee, 
Goodman, Lombardo, T. Dorsey and 
Kemp are rolled into a _ specially- 
arranged session. 

Whole show, though not as big as 
some here and not as long, still adds 
up to fine entertainment and more 
than creates a bargain when with 
‘Union Pacific. Due to length of 
picture, over two hours, Don Baker’s 
regular organ. stint is dropped. 
Baker is playing for the. break on 
shows and for trailers instead, hav- 
ing an easy week of it. Char. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


George Hall’s orch (13) with Dolly 
Dawn, George Paxton, Three Georg- 
ians; Jay C. Flippen, 16 Rhythm 
Rockets, Frank Borden, Ross Wyse, 
Jr., and June Mann; ‘Mutiny on the 
Elsinore’ (Indie). 








Probably figuring the weather and 
World’s Fair, plus finals in the RKO 
talent quest down the street, lineup 
here this week indicates trimmin’ 
the budget sails compared with re- 
cent sessions. But withal, it’s satis- 
fying the customers and is an evenly 
balanced 75 minutes. Yeoman work 
by George Hall, coupled with Jay C. 
Flinopen’s showmanship and the slick 
way the Rhythm Rockets come 
through really puts the bill over the 


op. 

The 16 Rockets, rhythmic dancing 
femmes, were inserted when the 
Mitzi Green booking was carrcelled, 
purportedly because of _ illness. 
Troupe opens playing toy pianos in 
unison, then coming back later for 
a colorful ostrich feather dance and 
offering a tap, orange-ball tossin7 
stunt for their climax. Maiority of 
girls are lookers and well-drilled 
stevpers. 

George Hall and his trim crew 
otherwise carry the brunt. Orch has 
nicely varied pace and novelties, 
winding up with Dolly Dawn, an ap- 
pealing vocalist, who offers ‘Begin 
the Beguine,’ ‘Angels Sing’ and ‘Hold 
Tight.’ Band also features George 
Paxton, comic balladist, and Three 
Georgians, song trio. Latter come on 
for comedy number with Miss Dawn. 
That swing guitarist with the band 
really is standout. Best number of 
the organization is ‘Deep Purple,’ 
with four sax and guitar-player 
hiczhlighted. 

Frank Borden, whose baritoning 
caught on last week, is retained. 





Young singer does ‘Our Love’ and 





‘Heaven Can Wait.’ Borden’s diction 
is a bit hazy, but that should be 
remedied in time because he has the 
vocal chords to catch the ear. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., and June Mann 
panic the crowd here with their 
familiar lesson in adagio dancing. 
Wyse is doing the solo dancing intro- 
duction prelim to bringing on his 
tall femme partner. They grabbed 
the laughs here quickly. 

Flippen dces most of the m. c.ing, 
aided by Hall. He’s in and out with 
customary gags before reaching his 
regular. That old maid story is still 
in, told in typical Flippen style with 
deft handling of bluish angle. Also 
he is registering neatly with his 
‘Small Fry’ arrangement as a vocal. 
Flippen’s new stooge, Jerry White, 
looms as a find with his swift imita- 
tions, gyrations and mugging, in- 
cluding a femme-undressing-for- 
bath routine. Wear. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, May 11. 
Lathrop Bros. & Virginia Lee, 
Slim Timblin, Kirby & Duval, Elaine 
Dowling’s Tip Tops (4), The Rollick- 








along novel and yokelish lines, be= | thi h lif ; 
ing entirely different from the run-| {71S one they are lifesavers. 


ers (5); Eddie Rosenwald’s house 


hurriedly booked in to substitute. | band; ‘Call of the Wild’ (UA) and 


Lone Wolf Spy Hunt’ (Col). 





The Lathrop Bros. and Virginia 


Up to 
ithe next-to-close spot, which they 
| fill, nothing much happens, but as 


|soon as these three ace precision | 


|dancers rip off their first two dozen 
taps the atmosphere clears. 

Their first routine is an exhibition 
of smooth, stylized tapology in the 
suave, restrained manner, followed 
by a socko solo tap by Miss Lee. 


precision number and are joined in 
the last half by Miss Lee, who has 
made a costume change. The en- 
core is a brief, but fast and swingy 
number that sends them off with an 
ovation. While this trio are top- 
notch dancers and showmanly per- 
formers, their smart musical back- 
grounds also rate special mention. 

Slim Timbiin, closing the show, 
registers nicely with his black-face 
comedy in a pseudo pulpit. He skirts 
the blue continually and dives into 
it frequently, but the morning crowd 
liked it. His male and female as- 
sistants ably participate in a mock 
wedding scene. 

Elaine Dowling’s Tip Tops, four 
gals with a big bag of acro tricks 
and not much finesse, open the bill. 
The Rollickers, an adequate singing 
quintet of four boys and a gal, step 
in the deuce for four numbers: 
‘Jeepers,’ ‘Beguine,’ ‘Honolulu’ and 
‘I Cried for You.’ A baritone solo- 
ist in the second number makes the 
best impression. 

Kirby and Duval present their 
burley comedy turn in the trey, 
working hard to earn a gratifying 
send-off, and proving again that this 
house goes for rugged comedy that 
would make some audiences wince. 
Nothing new in the way of material 
to revort for this act, and ditto for 
Timblin, Fox. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 13. 
Benny Goodman orch, Gloria Day, 
Louise Tobin, Lionel Hampton, Shea 
& Raymond, Jess Stacey, Ziggy 
Elman; ‘Sorority House (RKO). 


Brought back by the Palace for a 
second visit to make opposition for 
Eleanor Powell at the next-door 
Loew’s State, Benny Goodman’s 
jivers are again catching 1 heavy 
load of jitterbugs. This in spite of 
several changes in his band, an off- 
key opening and a show that isn’t 
as compact as when it last showed 
here. 

Martha Tilton was among the 
missing. Louise Tobin, wife of 
band-leader Harry James, formerly 
with Goodman, taking over aher as- 
signment. However, she didn’t ap- 
pear at the break-in matinee, since 
she didn’t have enouch time for re- 
hearsals. An eye-filler with good 
swing pipes, she went into the third 
mat and easily sold ‘Don’t Worry 
About Me,’ ‘You and Your Love’ and 
‘Angels Sing.’ 

Lionel Hampton became outfit’s 
regular drummer here, replacing 
Buddy Shuts, who ouit in St. Louis. 
George Rose, Detroit guitarist, and 
Bruce Squires, former trombonist 
for Tommy Dorsey, are two other 
additions. Effects of shifts and re- 
placements are noticeable. 

Goodman let his crew go on jam- 
ming binge, the like of which has 
seldom been heard in these parts. 
They tore into ‘Sing, Sing, Sing’ and 
‘Shadrack’ for 15 straight minutes, 
while the jitterbugs rocked the 
house. Opening performanc- ran 
25 minutes over time, but it was a 
swell buildup for Hampton’s fren- 
zied drum and vibraphone work, 
Ziggy Elman’s trumpet solos and the 
new musicians. Fans’ word-of-mouth 
guaranteed full house for Tuesday’s 
(16) special jitter sess’ n. 

Bill still too short on variety for 
house’s regular trade, w‘th Shea and 
Raymond forced to encore twice in 
strong comedy and e>centric tap 
turn. Gloria Day, comely, agile ta 
per, is too competent to be he 
down to the two brief routines she’s 
doing here. Week-end biz was close 
to selling out. Pullen. 











Lee are good news in any show, in|! 





Then the two boys open up another | 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


The Canestrellys (5), Steve Evans, 
Peggy Taylor Trio, Ethel Shutta, 
Mike Riley’s Orch (13), with Edna 
—— Marion Miller; ‘ Midnight?’ 
(Par), 








There’s little topflight quality in 
the State’s current slow-moving 
layout. Running 80 minutes, the 
show just limps in and out of the 
five-act sequence, displaying its 
only spark in the next-to-closing 
Ethel Shutta. 

Miss Shutta moved into the State 
Friday (12), replacing Kenny Fields, 
who compieied the first day but 
then cancelled because of a severe 
case of laryngitis, The theatre’s 
tough luck didn’t end there, how- 
ever, for Peggy ‘Taylor, adagio 
dancer, developed blood poisoning 
.n one leg and was replaced by En- 
rico and Novello Saturday morning 
(13). She was in the show caught 
Friday evening, however, and ap- 
peared plenty agile. 

The Canestrellys, four femmes and 
a male, are a nice ladder-balancing 
turn, but their work is by neces- 
sity slow and they’re on too long 
besides. Ten minutes comprise a 
long period for a teeoff novelty and 
it shows on Steve Evans, single 
mimic, who finds it difficult to 
warm up the audience. His 
imitations fell flat until his Pol- 
ish drunk routine, but even this 
didn’t score as heavily as usual. 

The Taylor trio was spotted in the 
middle of the show Friday and bare- 
ly got by. The two boys and girl 
(she was formerly the foundation of 
the Kitchen Pirates turn) deliver 
some great tricks, but their comedy 
is ill-timed and much too closely 
patterned after other acts of this 
type. They work in breakaway 
evening togs. 

Miss Shutta’s routine is of the old 
single-woman formula and for that 
reason distinctly different in these 
days of mike-wrestling scat-singers. 
She sticks to novelties and builds 
all the way, among 'em ‘The Ozarks 
Are Calling Me Home’ and George 
M. Cohan’s ‘Indians and Trees.’ She 
had difficulty getting way, even 
after two encores, 

Mike Riley’s band blasts for 35 
minutes in the closing portion, giv- 
ing out with very litile that’s 
either musical or entertaining. The 
leader appears to be taking all the 
credit for the ‘Music Goes Round’ 
composition though Ed Farley, too, 
was in on it. He reprises it in a 
new arrangement for a finale, but 
long before then it appears as 
though the band’s session is drag- 
ging on forever. There are plenty 
of specialties by the musicians, but 
only one, the bass player’s sons- 
hoofery of ‘Tain’t What You Do,’ 
is of good quality. A ventriloquial 
duo and one trumpeier’s imitation 
of George Jesse] tearing some pop- 
ular songs apart are distinctly from 
Dixie. 

As femme specialties, Riley has 
Edna Janis, hoofer, and Marion Mil- 
ler, singer. Miss Janis is an easy 
click with her rhythm dancing early 
in the band’s act, but Miss Miller 
has trouble. She sings ‘Masquerade 
Is Over,’ in the lyrics pronouncing 
‘pagliacci’ as ‘pagliacco,’ and ‘St, 
Louis Blues.’ Both are merely noisy. 

Biz way off, despite the fact that 
‘Midnight’ (Par) showed plenty of 
draucht in its first-run at the Pera- 
mount down the street. Scho. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Louis Armstrong’s orch (17) with 
Sonny Woods, Midge illiams; 
Anise & Aland, Burnham, Harris & 
Scott, Taps Miller, Pigmeat, George 
Wiltshire, Vivian Harris, Mae Diggs, 
Ricco; ‘Mr. Wong’ (U). 


Louis Armstrong’s orchestra is 
leading a rather long, but neverthe- 
less thoroughly satisfying show here 
this week. When caught (Friday) it 
spilled past the 100-minute mark, 
with Armstrong doing most of it in 
the open and the remainder behind 
a scrim onstage. With such a 
lengthy shift it’s a wonder the outfit 
lasted out the finale, but the cus- 
tomers were loath to let it go. 

Impressing as a better band than 
when last caught here, Armstrong’s 
outfit is responsible for most of the 
clicko impression. It’s backed by a 
good set of turns in Anise and 
Aland, Taps Miller. and Burnham, 
Scott and Harris, coupled to the 
usual house comedy complement. 

Armstrong has four new men in 
the band since his last date here. 
One is Sydney Catlett on the drums. 
Taking a break near the close he 
rocks a house that’s used to lookin 
at Cab Calloway’s Cosy Cole an 
other standouts on skins. His work 
even in the frenzied, high speed 
groove, appears effortless. Leader 
himself seems to be adding to his 
personality. His opening number, 
after emerging from the depths of 
the stage, is ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ a 
natural warmer-upper, though the 
latter’s really not needed. Two sock 
originals are ‘When the Saints Come 
Marching In’ and ‘What Is This 
Thing Called Swing,’ both vocally 
oe by oo 6 — 
after "'s r er $ 
‘Shadrach’ and ‘Ol’ Man Mose’ being 
cinches. 

Sonny Woods and Midge Williams 











(Continued on page 40) 
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VARIETY 








Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 19) 
THIS WEEK (MAY 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (18) 

G & J Dormonde 

Chilton & Thomas 

Arthur Treacher 

Frankie Masters Or 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (19) 

Eleanor Powell 


Pichianni Tr 

3 Randall Sis 

Mmmett Oldfield 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 

Robbins Bros 

Nora Williams 

Don Rice 


Chase Barnett Ore 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount (19) 
Dick Himber Bd 
Merry Macs 


Johnny Barnes 

Stuart Allen 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (19) 

Eddie Duchin Bd 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (18) 
Viola Philo 
Ray & Geraldine 
Brengk’s Golden H 
Marion Raber 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
Keith (19) 
Togo 
Dance Varieties 
Stone & Lee 
Neila Goodelle 
Rio Bros 
(11-14) 
Elaine Dowling’s Co 
Rollickers 
Kirby & Duval 





Lee & Lathrop Bro 

Slim Timblin 
CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 

Tommy Trent 

Oxford Boys 

Roxyettes 

Melissa Mason 

M D’glas & Priscilla 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 

Mae West Co 

(12) 

Benny Goodman Or 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (19) 

Benny Goodman Or 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (19) 
Shep Fields Orc 











At 
EARL CARROLL’S 


Hollywood Club 


21st WEEK 


PAUL GERRITS 
Via: MARK J. LEDDY 

















Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (19) 

Bruce Cabot 

Ruby Newman Orc 

Adrian Rolini 8. 

Bert Frohman 

Wiere Bros 


(12) 

Fred Waring Ore 
PHIBADELPHIA 
Fox (19) 
‘Swing Mikado’ 

(12) 


Horace Heidt Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (19) 

Picchianni Tr 

3 Randall Sis 

Emmett Oldfield Co 


(12) 
Honey Fam 
Mulcay 
Radio Ramblers 
Barr & Estes 
Hugh Herbert Co 
READING 
Astor (19-20) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
(12-13) 
Frankie Masters Or 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 
Wayne King Ore 
(12) 
The Virginians 
Dick, Don & Dinah 
Camilla’s Birds 





Eleanor Powell Co 


Carol King 








World’s Fair 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (15-20) 
| Wynn, Brach & A 
| Hank Ladd Co 
| 6 Jordans 
PITMAN 


2 Texans 
C Westfield Co 


Broadway (20 only) | 


Timberg Jr & R Jr 
Ben Yost Varsity 8 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(21 only) 
Wynne, Brach & A 
C Westfield Co 
Timberg Jr & R Jr 
Two to fill 





London 





Week of 


Trocadero Rest 
Western Bros 
Daisy Kennedy 
Linda Grey 
Ivan Phillipowsky 
Cc & F Simpson 
Fred Brezin 
Adam & Troc 

Astoria 
5 Acromites 
Dominion 
Georgie Wood Co 
Buck & Chick Co 
2 Marfrenos 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Alfredo Ore 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Haver & Lee 
4 Manuels 
5 Herons 
Premier 
Rawitz & Landauer 
Hintoni Bros 
B & I Shaw 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Haver & Lee 
4 Manuels 
5 Herons 
HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont 
Teddy Brown 
Dancing Dudes & R 
Leslie Strange 


Ore 





May 15 


ISLINGTON 
Blue Mall 
$ Hiltons 
Harvey & Mac 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 
Afriaue 
Gautier St’plechase 
Fred Sylvester Co 
ROSE HELL 
Gaument 
Chris Cariton Co 
21 Silver Songsters 
Duncan Co 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Teddy Prown 
Dancing Dudes & R 
Leslie Strange 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Rawitz & Landauer 
Mintonit Bros 
B & O Shaw 
TOOTING 
Granada 
5 Carlton Sis 
4 Playboys 
Paddy Drew 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 
Kate Carney 
P & M Henri 
Ida Barr 
Griffiths Bros 
Carlton 





Provincial 











ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Herschel Henlere 
Neller & Clare 
M & D Shaw 
Lester & Cranston 
DUNDEE 
Palace 
Great Levante 
Eddie Baves 
Patillo & Pesco 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Nat Gonnella Co 





Week of May 15 


LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Alec Finlay 
Wal Pryce 
Rita Cooper 
McDonald Reid 


Marjorie Stevens 
Jack Marks 
Athambra Gle 
Don Lewis 

Rene Rich 

Rex & Ron 








Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Sigrid Lassen 
Pat Kennedy 

Barney Gallant’s 
Frank McFarland 
Nellie Paley 
Bersch & Dockery 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Linda March 
Carolyn Knight 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 





Stuart Young 
4 Gobs 





NEW YORK 
Aquacade 


Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins. 
Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 
Merrle England 
Ving Merlin Orc 


Dagenham Pipers 


Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 
Old New York 
Ann Pennington 
Marion Eddy 
Marian Weeks 
Jean Bedini 
Rector 4 
Fred Ardath Co 
Jack Howard 
Jack Goldie 
Barney Olcott 
Charlie Wilkens 
Sexy 6 
Chester Hale Gis 
Fadettes Ore 





Albertina Rasch Co 





Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 


Casa Manana 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Willie & E Howard 
James Barton 

Don Barclay 
Charles King 

Yola Galli 

Harry Stockwell 
Jack Cole Co 
Debonairs 

Allen & Kent 

Capt Tiebor’s Seals 
Jack Johnson 
Juvelys 

Yacopi Tr 

Berry Bros 

Kay Parsons 








Independent 


Sylvia & Christian 
Art Lafleur 
Chateau Moderne 


Paul Bass Ore 
Jill Roy 





Gabriel 





NEW YORK CITY 

Rexy (18) 
Buster Shaver 
Cardini 


ATLANTA 
Roxy (18) 
Dixie Dunbar 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Chick Kennedy 
Terri Franconi 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (19) 
George Hall Ore 
olly Dawn 
ick, Don & D 
ale Winthrop 
elen Faye 
State (18-20) 
Orlando 
Wynn 2 
Rhythm Swing Rev 
(21-24) 


McConnell & Moore 
Hank Ladd Co 
Martin Walters 8 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush Thea (19) 
Paul Whiteman B 
soan Bdwards 
t%erk Dennis 
odernaires 
Gallodoro 


ef 
4Herlie Barnett B 


Smith & Dale 
Cass Dailey 
4 Reillys 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (19) 
Frank Gaby 
5 Maxellos 
Condos Bros 
Jack LaVier Co 
4 McNallie Sis 
Monroe & Grant 
(12) 


Gray Gordon Ba 
Herman Hyde 
Pegleg Bates 

4 Gordons 


MILWAUKEE 
Alhambra (12) 
Earl Taylor Rev 
Riverside (12) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Theo Troy 
Loretta Lane 
Ray Royce 
Gale 6 
Shelton Brooks 


PATERSON 
Majestic (20-21) 
Rome & Fisher 











Raftone Sis & Gay 


Lynn Russell 
Marion Farrar 
George Rixon 


Club 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Judy Rudie 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Chas Macula Orc 
Carmelita 
Maria Del Carmen 
3 Gauchos 


Cotton Club 


Cab Calloway Orc 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcomber 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 

Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 


Cuban Casino 


Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Orc 








NEW YORK CITY 


Consuelo Moreno 
DeLimas 

Nedra Madera 
Raquel Abella 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff - 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


E! Chico 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Fantasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Romero Gomez 
Paquita Dominguez 
Dorita & Valero 


Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh’mba Bd 


Famous Door 
Louis Prima Ore 
Greenwich Village 

Casino 


Don Ravel Ore 

Doris Reed 

Billy DeWolfe 

3 Musical Maniacs 

Gloria Gerard 

Nola Day 

Eve Arden 

Leonore Sola 

Molly Pearson 

Marion Baxter 

Gertrude Pershing 

Alice Anderson 

Vera Teatom 

Joe Lane 
Havana-Madrid 

Nano Rodrigo Ore 

Juanito San’bria Or 

El Caney 6 

Rosita Ortega 

Paloma 

Castilla 2 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Hickory House 

Joe Marsala 

3 Marshalls 


Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
H'tel Belmont-Plaza 


Ernie Holst Ore 

3 Smoothies 

Joan Merrill 

Belmont Balladee~s 

Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Biltmore 


Happy Felton Ore 
Louise Duna 


Hotel Commodore 


Ore 





Paul Tisen Orc 











Hotel Edison 


Blue Barron Ore 
3 Blue Notes 
Ernie Straub 
Russ Carlyle 
Ronnie Snyder 


Hotel Essex House 


N Brandwynne Orc 
Dale Sherman 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Oro 
Betty Gale 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 
Esther Shaw 

Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Milt Herth 3 


Hotel McAlpin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jan Garber Orc 
Jane Claire 
Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 
May Judels 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Enrica & Novello 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Bob. Lido 
Al -Harris 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
E Madriguera Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Skylarks 
Hotel Plaza 
Jack Marshard Ore 
N D’Amico Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Sheila Barrett 
Gil Phelan 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Horacio Zito Ore 
Cassandra 
Angela Veloz 
Peggy Adams 
(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collett & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Hotel St. Regis 


Joe Rines Orc 

Jules Lande Ore 
Parker & Daniels 
Harold Richards 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waltdorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Maxine Gray 
Mischa Borr 
Leo Le Fleur 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 
Hotel White 
Lou Lang Ore 
Dan DeMattio 
Paul Hershon 
Joe Genelli 
International Casino 


Harry Richman 
Milton Berle 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Gerri White 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz’les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 
Kit Kat Club 
Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Robersou 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Flash & Sunda 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
La Conga 
Pancho Orc 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Pancho & Dolores 
M’rtinez & Antonita 
Sarita Herrera 
La Marquise 
Bill Palermo Ore 
Gloria Whitney 
Harold Leonard 
Frances Connelly 
Nino Nonno 
Elena McCoy 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Lady Strickland 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 


Le Mira- 
Marie Spalding 
Virg MacNaughton 
Stanley Evans 
New Yorkers 

Le Ruban Bleu 


Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 

Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
Graziella Parraga 


Leon & Eddie's 


Lou Martin Ore 

Eddie Davis 

Iris Adrian 

Ting Pin Sou 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Lucky Sis 

2 High Spots 
Susan & Christine 
Jerri Withee 

James Keogan 
Ann Bronte 
Wally Wanger 6 
Jack Osterman’s 

Little Club 


Roger Steele Ore 
Rita Renaud 
Virginia Curtis 
Rita White 
Betty Weaver 
Jeanne Hauser 
Gloria Grayson 
‘Scats’ Powell 
Hal Hixon 

Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 

Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 
Onyx Club 
John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Paradise 
Richard Himber Or 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Jil & Mason 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 
Valya Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 
Pepper Pot 
Ice D’Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 
Place Elegante 
Leo Lazaro Oro 
Bill Farrell 
Tommy Mills 
Ben Kauf 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 
Plantation Club 


Chris Columbus Ore 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 

Ross Collins 

Joyce Beasley 

Rene & Estela 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 


Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Katherine Tate 
Patricia Ryan 
Helen Carroll 

Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Ore 
Wilma Cox 

Jack Cole Co 

Mary Martin 

Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 

Ted Fio Rto Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 


Russian Kretchma 


Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaefft 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 

Ringodiers 
Marion Joyce 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Ore 
Bobbie Trotter 
Blanch & Elliot 
Martha Wrenshall 

Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
P &N Ghezzi 
Martha Burnett 
Jay Howard 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Paloma 
Irene Stanley 
Patricia March 
Russell Dracken 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 
Hacker & Sidell 
Grey & Kathleen 
Jeanne Darrell 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 

Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Ore 

Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 
Betty Jane Rhodes 
Matty Maineck Orc 

Club Bali 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 

Club Versailles 

Jerry Lester 





Leonard Keller Orc 


Cocoanut Grove 
Coleman Clark 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Anson Weeks Orc 


Earl Carroll 
Paul Gerrits 
Lamberti 
A Robins 
Vivien Fay 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Dorothy Gerron 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Trixie 
Archie Bleyer Ore 

Florentine Garden 
Gifford & Pearl 
Alva Stepp 
Williams & Charles 
William Calvin 
Gilbert & Howe 
Alex Golden Orc 








Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 
Lind Hayes 
Ray Winston 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Hawalian Paradise 
Paunani Kealoha 
Kulani Kalili 
Paul Valencia 
Vincent & Mona 
Eddie Valencia Ore 
Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 
Doris Jann 
Alex d’Arcy 
Francis Stevens 
Anita Estalita 
Lolita & Monita 
The Theodores 
Chavez Ore 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Fritzi Reynolds 
Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 
Louis Prima 
Paula Gale ‘P.G’ 
Lorenza Harlemites 
Marcel’s 
Harl Smith Ore 
Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 
Omar’s Dome 
Baby Mack 
Dudley Dixon 
Cliff Richey 
Les Hite Ore 
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Paris Ina 
Dominic 
Shriner Twins & M 
The Costellos 
Katherine Skidmore 
Marg'rite & M’rtinez 
Ken Henryson 
Eric Massey 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Phil Selznick’s ‘It’ 


Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 
Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kaannes 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 


Slapsy Maxie’s 
Slapsy Maxie 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Virginia Mathews 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reilly Ore 


Somerset House 
Alec Morrison 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 

Swannee Inn 
Gladys Bently 
Eddie Beal 

Topsy’s 
Duvall & Tregg 
Bo Jenkins 
Natalie 
Buddy Rogers Ore 
Trocadero 


Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
y Palomar Ed South Ore 
Lionel Kaye . 
Searles & Lene Victor Hugo 
Al Whitey Roberts Betty Bordon 
The Amba’adorettes | Carmine 
Artie Shaw Orc Skinnay Ennis Ore 
CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

H McCreery Ore 

Betty Bryant 


(The Buttery) 
Cleo Brown 


Ball Ball 


Ralph Cook 
Kay Armin 
Roy Deitrich 
Chas Vagabond Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
Bert Granoff 
Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swann 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 
Jack Teagarden Or 
Don Pedro Orc 
Orrin & Betty 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 


Jean Loach 
Pliner & Earl Ore 


Blue Goose 
Evelyn Waters 
Al Lane 
Melody King 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 

Bon Air 
Tony Martin 
Freddy Martin Orc 
Georges & Jalna 
Eunice Healy 
Rose Girls 


Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Fiorence Schubert 
Charlies Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray 
Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowans 
Betty Storey 
Ruth Phillips 
Ralph Hovey 
Ches Buckley 
Dick Buckley 
Maritta Ryan 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
Ralph Lindgren Or 
Chez Paree 
Lupe Velez 
Harriett Hoctor 
Betty Hutton 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Romo Vincent 
Knight Sis 
Don Orlando Ore 
Bvans Adorables 


Club Al 


Stan Stanley 
Rosalie Buckley 
Shirley Ray 

Lil Gerard 

Oliver Harris Ore 


Club Alabam 


Dorothy DeHoghton 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Harriet Norris 
Sadie Moore 
Jack Irving 
Paulette LaPierre 
Allen Cole 
EMe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Russell Swann 
Marjorie Gainsw’rth 
Jose Manzanares Ur 
Lew Fidler Orc 
Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 
Roy Rogers 
Belva White 
Natalie & How 
Betty Robin 
Harry Rose 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Sam Robinson 
Henriene Barker 
Smitty & Black 
Glenn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Connie Morrow 





Chippie Hill 
Ethele Wilson 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 

Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 

(Pompelian Km) 

Irving Margraff 
Drake Hotel 


(Gold Coast Room) 


Ted Weems Ore 
Mardoni 

D'ivons 

Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Parker Gibbs 

Red. Ingle 

County Washburne 


Dutch's 


John Elliott 
Carlos & Dolores 
Betty Jerome 
Evelyn Harris 
Mort Lund Ores 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Ray Herbeck Ore 

C Ray Smith 
Westernaires 
Betty Benson 
Kirby Brooks 
Marine 4 
Harriet Smith Gle 
Herb Foote 

885 Club 


Eddie Varzos Ors 
Covert & Reed 
Johnny Howard 
Grace McCarthy 


El Dumpo 
Jeanne Ellis 
Enid Phillips 
Bernie Green 
Whirly Gis 
3 Loose Screws 
Ray Stiebers Ore 
Sam Badis 


Famous Door 


Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Eunice Hill 
Belle Baker 
Florine Manners 
Niki Nirhols 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Dave’ Malcoim 
Fritzi Dey 
Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Jean Moore 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Oro 
Gay 90's 
Laurene NeVelle 
Lew King 
June Jackson 
Vanette Gis 
Pat Otis 
Bobby Danders Ore 
Golden Spot 
Sid Schapps 
Charlene Baker 
Hal Barber 
Irene Fortes 
Lea Andrea 
Chester LeRoy Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Tondelaya & Lopes 
Rhythm Pals 
Ted Smith 
Gladys Madden 
Dot Adams 
Buck & Bubbles 
Geo D Washington 
Jean Starr 
Earl Hines Ore 
Dusty Fletcher 
Leonard Reed Gle 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab’ret 
Jerry Bergren 
Alire Dawn 
Zita & Anice 
Gerry Healy 
Emma Calder 
Rankin Glie 
Chas Engels Ore 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 


Hickory ina 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 


Hi Hat 
Sid Tomach 
Reis Bro 


Jean Pargent 

Kretlow Gis 

Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 

Helen Irwin 

#ilice Munson 

4 Hawaiians 

Keith Beecher Ore 
L’ Aigion 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

Eusebio Concialdi 

Spyros Stamos 

Don Quixote Ore 

Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 

(Blue Front Room) 

Buddy Fisher Ore 

Dorothy Convers 

Liberty Inn 

Pinky Tracy 

Toni Jene 

Margie Marshall 

Dorice Waters 

Billy Hill 

Rita Manning 

Jimmie O'Neil 

Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 


Little Club 


Richard Denzler 
Roland & Francine 
Joe Kish Orc 


McGraws 
Marion Boyd 
Peggy De Vere 


Miss Buzz Williams 
Jack Tilson 

Chuck Andrews 
George West 

Phil Chinard 


McLaughlin's 
Neil Clark 
Nadja 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Heim 
Bromberg Bd 


Millstone 


Arn Millstone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Ore 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 


Minuet Club 


Joy Kalese 
Angila Tricont 
Dorothy Dawn 
Del Estes 

Renee Villon 
Art Fishers Ore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 


ouse 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cafe 


Mancini Ore 
Ona Mayo 
Gwen’ Paul 
Margie. Strong 
Evelyn Reed 
Ed Leon 
Nappo Gardens 
Ray Conlin, Jr, 
Pre McGrane 
Helen Dove 
Ray Conlin Ore 
Kay Moore 
Honey Lee 
Sally Sharratt 
Old Heidelberg 
Old Heldelberg Co 
Octet 
Robert Kessler 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Orc 
Paddock Club 
Ione O'Donnell 
Ruth Deane 
Ilo Niles 
Irv Doernfield 
Diane Raye 
Jay Hill 
Lee Francis Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Glen Gray Orc 
Milton Douglas 
Gil Lamb 
Staples & Cerny 
Kenney & Burke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Flash Evans 
Ida Brown 
Dolores Shaw 
Kaytherine Atkin 
Chic Sanders Ore 
Rose Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Betty Atkinson 
Dixie Painter 
Leon Mann 
Mary Stone 
Bernard & Henry 
Sol Wagner Orc 
Gladys Palmer 
Royal Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
Anita Jacobi 
Anthony, A & H 


Anchorage 
Frank Hall 
Duval Sis 
Joan Stanton 
Jean Conroy 
Paul Rich 
Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R’m) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 
McFarland Twins O 
Jean Arnold 
Burt Ennis 
Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Ramona 
Johnny Howard 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Frank Parrish 
Kmar 
Sally La Marr 
Cadillac Tavern 
Henrique & Adrien 
Dean Edwards 
Eddie Thomas 
Beth Calvert 
Jack Herman 
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Al Trurk Ore 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
Pedro de Leon ¢ 
Jerry Glidden 
Keller Sis 
Del Ohrel 
(Panther Room) 
Count Basie Ore 
Helen Humes 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 


Silhouette 


Larry Forbes 
Joane Joyce 
Lee Henderson 
Bernice Pembert 
Eddie Danders 
Joan Baylor 
Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Cloud 
Frances Kay 
Jackie Allen 
Helen DuWayne 
Martin & Margo 
Eleanor Daniels 
Virginia Burt 
Paul & Chester 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFall Ore 


Silver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Boots Burns 
Jean Rochelle 
Dolores Del Rae 
Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Dietrichs 
Inez Scott 
Aloha 
Jessie Rosella 
Dagmar 
Dolly Sterling 
Patficia Perry 
Collette 
Carmen 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Bob Hannan Ore 
Byton Gis 


Stratosphere Club 
Princes Red Rock 
Frank Barbor 
Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Lucille Carroll 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 


Susi-Q 


Bernie Green 
Saxon Sis 

Cheri 

Jules Scott 

Verne Wilson Ore 


Thompson’s 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 

Jean & Aileen 
June Scott 

Sally Hyde 

Lolita Roche 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


Three Deuces 


Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Lill Armstrong 
Lonnie Johnson 
(Off Beat Room) 
Anita O’Day 
Wingy Mannone 
Tramp Bd 
Lennie Esterdall 
Jimmy McPartland 


Tower Inn 


Mollie Mannor 
Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 

Lee Gls 

8 Hawalians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


Carl Abbott 

Gloria Starr 

May de Fili 
Marjory Lane 
Wayne Bros 

6 Chicagoans 
Frankie Quatre! Ore 


Villa Moderne 


Carlos Molinas Ore 
Lucia Garcia 


Winona Gardens 


Gigi Rene 

Lee Harmon 

Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Jeanne Van 
Audrey Joyce 
Darlene Jones 
Charles Arthur 
Ferranti 3 

Jack Newlon 
Sunny Ray 

H Reynolds Ore 


Cafe Moroney 


Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 

Hal Pfaff Ore 
Sunny Dae 

Rae Dell 
Tessie Nelsoff 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 


Club Morocco 


Joe Armstrong 
4 Pepperettes 
Peggy Sniclds 
Leslie Sis 
Lola Claire 
Mike Jaffree 
Allen Shaw 
Charlie Gains Ore 
Dude Ranch 
Cy White 
Betsy Bain 
Teggy Bowen 
“‘Yklahoma Jake 





Betty Herd 
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Lou & Rose Open Door 
Buckaroos Ore Bob Ridley 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 

Four McKeones 

Katharine King 

Marilyn Mayne 

Irene Kay 

Margie Drummond 

Cleo Valentine 

Irving Braslow Ore 
El Chico 


Kay Laverly 

Pola Montoya 
Kelse Carr 
Bubbles Shelbv 
Marion Rebinson 
Jean Sheer 
Frances Dora 
Muriel Harrison 
Arlett Withers 
Ivan Tashman Ore 


Embassy 


Senorita Monteria 
Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Blanco Ure 
George Clifford 


Evergreen Casino 
Tommy Monroe 
Bea Saxon 
Jo Miles Ore 

1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Ben Alley 

Beth Challis 
Dolly Parker 
June Davis 
Dave Franklin 
Pepper Garat 
Little Ernie 
Mitzi Lane 
Ethelind Terry 
Frankie Palumbo’s 


Ben Perry 

Tip, Tap & Toe 
Margie Smith 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 


Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hildebrand's 


Charlie Neid 
Abner Dean 
Sandy McPherson 
Aimee Joye 
Anna Mae Philips 
Coster & Rich 
Queens of Rhythm 
Bette Marie 
Frankie Milton 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Jack Lynch's 
Charles Smith 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Powers Gouraud 
E & J Leach 
Dale Winthrop 
Bob Ripa 
Martha Burnett 
Dolly Arden 
Mona Reed 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Herb Dubrow 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gls (12) 
Joe Fresetto Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Jackie Gleason 

St Clair & Yvonne 

M;le, Adra 

Lilia Rose 

Victor Hugo Ore 

Johnny & George 
Maggie’s 

Helen Maxwell 

Marie Clair 

Lena Aristo 

Prof, Johnson 

Geo. De Alma 

3 Trentenites 

Walt Wolford Ore 
Manoa Inn 

Leonard Cook 

Billie Richmond 

Judy Lane 

Romaine & Caw'rne 

Alexander & Evelyn 

Don & Carita 


Lynn 
Billy Gates Orc 





De Mayos 
Nanette Ore 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Purple Derby 
Buck Calhoun 
Gladys Jean 
Jean O'Neile 
Andy Russell 
Ray Allen Ore 
Jean Lamar 
M & BK Mealey 
Anna White 
Dotty Winiers 


Rendezvous 


Pearl Williams 
Roy Sedley 

Wade & Wade 
Wilma Novak 
Park & Lane 

Bob Hargraves Orc 


Stamp's Cafe 


Bert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Bubbles Stewart 
3 Casinere Girls 
Palmer & Forresta 
Larry Wyle 
Ruth Warren 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familent Or 
Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Peggy Frame 
Nicke Gallucct 
Norman Lewis 
Sammy Milier 
Lovis Furlano 
Dick Taylor Ore 
1300 Cafe 
Nicky Galucci 
Bob Frame 
Nan Roberts 
Camille Roberts 
Texas Plant 
Twentieth Century 
Frankie Richardson 


Stump & Stumpy 
Sybil Kay 
Flash Lane 


James Simmons 

Stylists 

Tommy Cullen Ore 
Venice Grille 


Claire Evans 
Fay Ray 

Joey Hayer Ore 
Babe La Tour 


Viking Cafe 
Billie Callahan 
Joe Kearns 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Danny Montgomery 
Keller Sis 
Bar'a, Jane & Joan 
Jay & Kay 
Helen Brooks 
Village Barn 
Jackie Miles 
Satch & Satchell 
Jewel Ello 
Jerry Taps 
Alex Gray Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilse Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corabi 
Russo Co 
la Carmeleta 
Tee Ross 
Four Jays 
Bill Evans 
Sid Golden 
Signor Karmino 
J & T Shellenh'mer 
Eldoradians 

Yacht Club 
Jimmy Bailey 
Roberta Ramsev 
Patricia Robinson 
Kitty Helmling Orc 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Mal Munro Orc 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel 
Gabby Rogers 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Don Chiesta Ore 
Marilyn Foster 
Gabby Rogers 


Blue Moon 


D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 


Chateau Club 


Btan Jacobsen Ore 
Johnny Poat 
Hazel Kennedy 
Dow & Betty 
Sharon Hale 
Fonda & St Clair 
Lord Lyon 
Keller Sisters 
Paul Maul 

Taylor & Allen 
Alice Kavan 


Clover Club 


Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 
Cole Twins 

Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 

Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Patricia Page Gis 
Marguerite Claudet 
Paul Burkette 
Lois Marie 
Bob & M Gates 
Clob Milwaukean 
CGtto Richter Orc 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Or« 

Club Terris 
Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 

Congo Club 
Morton Brown 
Willie Hatton 








Alberta Reed 

3 Esquires 

Pearl Moss 

Mary Reed 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Joe Voss Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Ralph Lewis 
Railey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 


Devines Eagles 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 
Howard Geiger 

Mamile’s Grotto 


Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Herbie Holmes Orc 
Nancy Hutson 
Karl Rateach’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 


Last Round Up 


Jimmy Raye Ore 

Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 

Rick & Snyder 

Victor 

Edith Rae 

Log Cabin 

Bergman Orc 


Miami Club 


Francis Elwood 
LaVerne & Miriam 
5 Fabers 

Dorothy & Paleta 
Maxine & Clayton 
Helen Holmes 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Harriet Cross 
Johnny Davis Ore 


Modernistie 
Steve Swedis Ore 
Louis Panico Ore 
Joe Sanders Ore 
Jane Kaye 

Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 


Car) 
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Donna LuPau 
Allen Dunn 
Alma Williams 
Babs Collins 


Eleanor Rae 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 


Suzanne Eddie Kube 
Claudia Ferris Flo Bell 
Jean Renard Betty Lane 
Dianne Lane Jean Jacques 
Ria De Vere Sunset Club 
Paris Eddie App! 

George Cerwin Or ale 

s Ore Tie Top Tap 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Ruddy Tenier 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Natalie & Howard 
Eleanor Leonard 
Al Gale 

Betty Louis 
Virginia Grey 
Rosco Ails 


Peres» e Al Samuals 

ankinton ouse 

(Red Room) Town — Seem 

Walter Librace Tinney Li a0 

: ey Liveng re 

Rendezvous Larry Powell 

Bob Matheson Orc | Billie Webb 

Billy Stevens Zastro & Wells 

Dotty Norman Marty Hoff 

Grace Brown Cameo Gls 

Rendezvous 123 Debutantes 

Bee La Mour Joan Delange 

Ronnie Lee Johnny Little 


Trene Rurke 

Helen Savage 

Dorothy Starr 
Toy's 

Case Landis Ore 

26th & North Club 

Kay Crandell Ore 


Reno 
Babe Laway 
Jean Allen 
Pat Marvin 
Helen Allen 
Romona Brownwell 
Rose Vine 
Vindick Sis 


Jean Hamilton Trocadero 


Harvey Lee Ure Miron Stuart Ore 
Scaler’s Jane Rubey 

Tony Bauer Ore Shutta & Kent 

Marie Kecky Dolly O'Dea 


Woodard Sis 
Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 


Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


Schwartz Vailie Jay Ore 
Cvllen Casey Ore Maureen Rosay 
Skipper Leone Ore Roxan & Mann 
Ray Wick Wisconsin Roof 


Irene Griggs 
Tony Salerno 
Claude Parmenter 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Verne & Evelyn 


Fran Meekin Orc 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Nie Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Zunker Gardens 


Lyle Stann Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 





Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
MecNallie Sisters 
M & B Whalen 


Margaret Aemmer Willard Potts Ore 
Herman Pirchner Bettie Allen 
Avalon 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
James & Peltz 
Chi-Chi 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar’s Ore 
Judy Janis 
Texas Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 
Christine Forsythe 
Romany Three 


Hotel Statler 
C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Doris Eaton 
Curtis Andrews 


Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Ross Pierce Orc 
Don&&ally Jennings 
Marilyn Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 
Ohio Villa 


Hy Barron Ore 
Verna Burke 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Stone 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Gardens 


Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 

Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 


Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Jay Jason 
Elaine Castle 
Betty Co-Ed line 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Spencer & Forman 
Doraine & Ellis 
Eleanor Woods 
Eddie Barnes 
Don ifitchell 


Golden Glow Freddie Carlone Or 
Paul Simonetti Ore | wickey Katz 
Mary Lou Lester Cole Debs 
Gladys Delmar Mary & Ted Taft 
Camille Pol-Mar line 


Gourmet Club 
Louls Cina Ore 
Gloria Glenmore 
Marjorie Black 

Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Marsha Stone 
Ruth Parker 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage (Continental Bar) 


Hughie Morton Ore | Billy Catizeni 
iareard Deane Harry Martin 


Johnny Fritz 
Arlington Lodge 


Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 
Kirk Wood 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Orc 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 





Al Dilernia 


Ast Norkus Ove Italian Gardens 
Balconades Etzi Covato Ore 

Clyde Knight Ore Bernie Perella 

Janet Lee Michael Strange 

P Johnny Morris 

Bill Green’s Dick Smith 

Paul Burton Ore Betty Nylander 

Johnny Duffy W & J Brown 

Don Kaye 


Kenny wood 
Bunny Berigan Ore 
Wendy Rishop 
lbanny Richards 
Pallenberg Bears 
Flo Mayo 


Nick Tempo 
Carol Page 


Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Clob Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 

Gloria & Ray 
Vera Barnett 
Dave Jeffreys 
Lynn & Mason 
Cork and Bottle 
Jeck Davis 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Palmer 
Marion Muller 


New Penn 
Kier Morrison Orc 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Rob Carter 
Martinet & Crow 
Jimmy Ray 
Woods & Bray 
Angelo Di Paima 
Sherry Saunders 
Claire Ray Gils 


Nut House 
Evergreen Gardens | poogy-Woogy 
Curley Stewart Orc | Mike Zetz 
Aileen Dennison Harry Nosokoff 
Ward Sis Jojo Lee 
Reggie Dvorak 
Hotel Henry Al “Mercur 
M Contreras Ore Jim Buchanan 
Conchita 
Plaza Cafe 


Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 


Hotel Scheniey 


Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 


Jimmy Peyton Or 
Adele Curtis 

Lynn & Davis 
Dewey Moon 
Kitty Rodgers 
Billy Cover 
Black's Animals 


Jack Rogers Chicquita 
Riviera 
a ees Bob Gilmore Ore 
Show Boat 


Bernie Cummine Or 
Connie Barleau 
Walter Cummins 
Dippy Johnson 


Billy Yates Ore 
Rilly Keaton 
Fanchon & Fanchon 








Betty Benson Will Ward 
Pompanettes (6) George Weber 
Webster Hall Union Grill 


Nelson Maples Ore 


Art Yagello 
Buzzy Kountz 


Frank Natale 


DETROIT 


Ambassador Imperial Club 


Bill Tracey Boyd Senter 
Gabl Lesley Nub Brown Ore 


Sam Weston a 

Gloria Shayn Northwood Inn 

Yevo & Doro Zev Clay Ore 
Johnny Hale 


Dale Lynn 
iaidioke Gee Blondell Twins 
Dorothy Mavo 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | Sally Jo Nelson 
(Book Casino) Palm Beach 
Lowry Clark Ore Amos Jacobs 
Tic Toe Girls 
(Moter Bar) “Baroara Blake 
Peter Kent Ore Don Pablo Ore 
Chene-Trombley Aimes & Vivienne 
Jimmy Gargano Or Powatan 
Peggy McColl Bob Shafer 
Del Rio 


Lynn & Dearing 
Dorothy Secrest Phil Grogan 


billie Gerber Cameos 
Commodore Club Sammy Dibert Ore 
Gardner Smith Ore Saks 


Charley Masters 
Margo Gavin 
Club Frontenac 


Frank Gillen Ore 
Vi-Mar Duo 
Lynn Sherrill 
Gloria Miller 
Elaine Manzi 


Don Harris 

Buddy Lester 

Santoro & Lorraine 

Eddie Farley Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 

Chuck Shanks Ore 

George Register 


Jay Jason Al Shanks 
Swecthearts (8) Fred Nole 
Cliff Bell's To-do Farms 


Four Cld Timers 
Hal Boorn Ore 


Kaye Andre 
Harker Thomas Orc 








’Gator, Monkeys Escape, 


Nip 2 Before Capture 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

High winds and torrential rains 
last week blew down the main tent 
of the World of Mirth show, playing 
South Philadelphia, knocking a 
bandsman unconscious and freeing 
a cageful of monkeys and an alli- 
gator, thus causing two circus at- 
tendants to be seriously bitten. 
While a gal-show, ‘The Gay New 
Yorkers,’ was rehearsing under the 
top, the tent collapsed and saxo- 
phonist Robert Dalton was hit by a 
pole. He was revived by the 
troupe’s doctor, who had to take 
three stitches in his head. 

Meanwhile, the rain caused an al- 
ligator tank to overflow, allowing 
Hitler, a man-eater, to escape. Wil- 
liam Gall, 28, a handler, was bit- 
ten on the arms before the ’gator 
was captured. The storm also 
caused a riot in the monkey cage, 
where Mrs. Alberta Mack, simian 
trainer, was bitten on the hands and 
legs before she was able to return 
the monkeys to the cage from which 
they had scampered. 





Pons in H’wood Bowl 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Lily Pons, Metropolitan Opera 
star, sings in the Hollywood Bowl 
this summer during the 18th season 
of ‘Symphonies Unde> the Stars,’ 
which opens July 11. , 

This is the songbird’s third ap- 
pearance in the outdoor amphithe- 
atre, 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Things that we like in this Ac- 
tors Colony: 

The way that Chris Hagedorn is 
mastering a serious setback and still 
smiling. 

The ever-willing ‘Sure—lI’ll sing’ 
of Lucille Dreyfuss, the Colony’s 
nightingale. 

The Shelley and Reeves Versa- 
tilians, Dick Shelley leader, assisted 
by Jimmy Smith, Bert Reeves, 
George Rhodes, Earl Davis and 
Roy Shelly, who are always ready 
to enteitain this gang of ozoners, 

The way that Helen Lowe, song- 
bird from Tampa, dedicates her 
numbers to the ailing up here. 

The untiring efforts of Mrs. Wil- 
liam (‘Mother’) Morris, who is va- 
cashing in N. Y., writing us want- 
ing to know ‘how all my children 
are getting along.’ 

The gifts of Harry Martin and 
Jack Hirsch to this airing gang. The 
interest taken by Rev. Father Blais 
and Dr. John Murphy in the colony..: 
Harold Rodner’s semi-monthly visit 
to the Rogers. The twice-a-month 
gift of novelties and candies from 
Jerry Vogel to each and every pa- 
tient in this territory. 

The spirit of Eddie Vogt (Vogt & 
Hurst). 

The everlasting smile of Alice 
Carman who saw about 10 years 
of the bed routine. 

The way that Dr. George Wilson 
and Prof. Rudy Plank has stuck to 
this colony for the past 15 years. 

Emma O’Neil has been sent home. 
She cured rightly and took the med- 
ico’s advice. 

Among those ogling the Will 
Rogers and the Actors Colony are 
Morris Street, Mrs. John Orr, Ar- 
thur Morgan, Grafton Steward, 
Frank Pipgras, George Anderson, 
Frank Weems, Clarence Wilbur, 
Dave Harris. 

Write to those who are ill. 








Arthur Boran, mimic, has been 
signed for one year with Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists. Agency will 





rep him for theatre engagements. 
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SLAPSY MAXIE’S, L. A. 


(Continued from page 36) 





front trying to get in on Saturday 
nights, when the turnover is easily 
around 1,200. The troupe does five 
shows, three on other nights. There’s 
no cover or minimum and most 
drinks ring up 50c. It’s the turnover 
that’s kept the room paying. They 
come and go at all hours from §9 till 
closing time. And they keep coming 
back, which is an important factor 
in its success. 

Whole crew is on stage at the 
downtown Orpheum this week and 
Maxie goes to New York for a solo 
personal next month. Which means 
that the spot will just coast along 
until he gets back. His name will 
still be out front in neon, however, 
and Lewis and Richards will still be 
around to see that the joint doesn’t 
go sane. Helm. 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Al Donahue and Eddie LeBaron 
orchestras, Paula Kelly, Wilma Coz, 
Mary Martin, Ballet (5), Eight Men 
of Manhattan, 





So-so show at the Rainbow Room. 
Not enough sparkle for the dinner 





trade; a bit better post-theatre 
; when Mary Martin, doubling from 


| ‘Leave It to Me,’ does her stuff at 
‘midnight. During dinner, Wilma 


| Cox who has been vocalizing pops 
} at the informal Rainbow Grill, shifts 
| over, Latter is a nice looking gal 
from California who does better 
grade musical comedy ditties with 
special arrangements. 

‘Ballet Intime’ was directed by 
Jack Cole and holds one man, 
George Bockman, and four girls, 
Letitia Ide, Fe Alf, Eleanor King and 
Ernestine Day. They do rhythmic 
impressionism such as the Injun 
ballet routine, but in swingo, while 
Kelly, vocalist with Donahue, gives 
out with a 52d street version of 
‘Indian Love Call.’ Their ‘Georgia 
Revival Meeting’ is an old Jack Cole 
standby, previously done by him and 
his two Balinese femme aides. Cole’s 
currently at the Casa Manana. 

Other new entry is Eight Men of 
Manhattan, vocal octet. Their har- 
monics are pee | arranged and 
well done, but somehow eight males 
on a cafe floor lack the proper zing 
or s.a. Eugene Greenlaw, Wm. Park- 
er, Ted Daniels, Roger Gerry, Fred- 
eric Ratliff Lipman Duckat, Walter 
Lewis and Van Johnson look natty 
in their summery outfits, but do too 
much, for one thing, and aren’t a 
particular novelty for a nitery at- 
traction. 

It’s another ‘return engagement’ 
for Al Donahue, who’s a standard 
here with his svelte dansapation. 
Eddie LeBaron’s  tango-rhumba.- 
waltz set is likewise staple here. 

This year, probably as a gesture 
to the visiting firemen, the Rainbow 
Room will not completely throw off 
its formality — summery dinner 
clothes will be a sartorial requisite, 
just as proper black-and-white for- 
mality obtains in the winter o- 

el, 


| 
| 
{ 





IRIDIUM ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL ST. REGIS) 


Dorothy Lewis, Margaret and 
Mary Simpson, Sam Jarvis, Erle 
Reiter, Charles Baum orchestra. 


Georgie Hale now being concern- 
ed with the destinies of the new In- 
ternational Casino on Broadway, 
Gustave Lussi has produced the 
Hotel St. Regis’ revised ice diver- 
tissement in the Iridium Room, and 
it is as snappy as ever. Personnel, 
in fact, is an almost 100% holdover, 
so it’s chiefly a revision of routine 
and presentation. It’s to Lussi’s 
credit the more that all of it shapes 
up so smartly. 

Dorothy Lewis, perhaps the 
champ looker on skates in the busi- 
ness, is the feature again, and de- 
servedly. She does graceful terps, 
pirouettes, precision ari _ control 
stuff that would be creditable off 
the runners. She breaks up her 
stuff into two sessions. 

The Simpson Sisters, Margaret 
and Mary, are partial to Raymond 
Scott music for their zingy double 
routines, doing tandem as well as 
terp routines. Erle Reiter is an ef- 
fective soloist with straight exhibi- 
tion stuff, and Sam Jarvis is more 
in the comedy mood. He has re- 
prised his Esquire masque routines 
and does other fancy skating with 
the Simpsons. Charles Baum’s music 
remains standard with its ultra ar- 
rengements. 

This is the first time the Iridium 
is remaining open all summer, a 
gesture towards the World’s Fair in- 
flux, of course—which has yet to ma- 
terialize, incidentally. Also a de- 
parture is the Iridium’s informality 
for the summer weather while the 
Roof, with its LeRoy Prinz revue, 
remains formal. Entire rsonnel 
from the downstairs aisonette 
(now closed for the summer) has 





been shifted to the Iridium; latter’s 
staff is now atop the Roof. Abel. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May i4. 
Texas Jim Lewis and Lone Star 
Cowboys, Christine Forsythe, Judy 
ey Romany Three, Bob Millar’s 
orch, 








Convention trade is building so 
steadily that Dick Marsh of the 
Hollenden Hotel’s smartly intimate 
Vogue Room is keeping up the 
winter budget for entertainment in- 
stead of slashing for hot weather. 
| Only concession made is in booking 
Bob Millar’s new orchestra, sup- 
planting Sammy Watkins’, which 
held the fort for nearly five months. 

Influence of visiting firemen, here 
for six-week trainmen’s meet, is 
obvious in current edition, which is 
deliberately corny, too much so for 
the regular trade. Texas Jim Lewis 
and his cowboy crew are more hill- 
billy than western in musical style, 
but they have a knowing, effective 
way of delivering a mountain bal- 
lad. Six singers, including one 
femme, they’re dolled up in cowboy 
attire and click when they start rid- 
ing ‘Lonely Cowboy’ with full- 
throated harmony, guitars, banjo 
and accordion. Gal is weak singer, 
| but one of the troupe is lad who lifts 
\the roof. Train impersonation is 
|hayseedy, but ‘Robert E. Lee’ on 
banjo is a real socker. 

Christine Forsythe dresses up the 
| shindig with some top-grade, grace- 
|ful acrobatic kicks. She’s tall and 
| willowy, with grace and personality. 
Millar, new to these pastures, is 
|from California. His band is a good 
| successor to that of Watkins. Piano- 
maestro hits a faster brand of swing 
but with a rich-toned bass section 
that gives it a solid base. Had some 
trouble adjusting itself to the atmos- 
phere when caught though. Judy 
Janis is a wee vocalist who can pipe 
sweet and fairly hot in a showmanly 
fashion. Romany Three are instru- 
mental strollers who fill up inter- 
ludes, Pullen, 


Plantation Club, N. Y. 


Christopher Columbus’ orch (9) 
Rene & Estela, Harris & Scott, Al 
& Freddie, Lillian Fitzgerald, Rub- 
berneck Holmes, Sally Gooding, Ross 
Collins, Joyce Beasley, Lindy Hop- 
pers (6), Barrington Guy. 


Plantation Club in Harlem is the 
old Cotton Club, having been retag- 
ged when the C. C, shifted down- 
town to the Times Square sector. 
Routined somewhat on the style of 
the current Cotton Club show, with 
book and music by Donald Heywood, 
and dances by Ross Collins, who 
m.c’s, the slightly more than an hour 
offering is long on terps and vocalize 
ing, with few laugh intervals. 

It’s typical Harlem nightclubbery 
in one portion preceding the finale; 
Barrington Guy and a supporting 
cast of Rubberneck Holmes, Ross 
Collins, and Wass Beasley deliver 
a passion bit that’s plenty on the 
blue side. Guy and Miss Beasley 
handle the actual eye stuff, while 
Collins and Holmes are in for dia- 
log and ge gee only. In the 
second of the svot’s two nightly 
shows (12.15 and 2.39 a. m.) the rou- 
tine is changed to bring in a ‘Well 
of Loneliness’ skit that’s said to be 
even rougher. One caught is cos- 
tumed and written in early Roman 
days, with Guy as Nero. 

Rest of the show is fast, glorified 
vaudeville using a line of 10 and Lil- 
lian Fitzgerald, Joyce Beasley and 
Ross Collins as a lead trio. It uses 
the World’s Fair as a basis for its 
costuming color, line coverings al- 
ternately switching the Fair’s orange 
and blue. 

Six Lindy Hoppers slip in several 
times for whirlwind exhibitions of 
the Savoy Ballroom style of terps. 
They alternate between Harris and 
Scott, a duo doubling from the 
Apollo, where the act’s a trio called 
Burnham, Scott and Harris, and the 
rest of the lineup. H. & S. mix okay 
terns with several flat gags and get 
off neatly. Al and Freddie are tap- 
ster-harmonizers, impressing better 
in unison and challenge hardshoe 
hoofery than in the vocals. Rubber- 
neck Holmes is in the same category, 
his stuff being all leg work, capped 
by his peculiar neck swivel from 
which he derives the Rubberneck 
cognomen. 

Rene and Estela offer a rhumba 
routine highlighted by the shimmy- 
ing and bumps of the femme. Male 
partner is a smooth and capable 
dancer. Sally Gooding is the only 
legit vocalist. She’s in several spots, 
neatly getting off ‘Begin the Beguine’ 
midway. 

Work of the line throughout is 
okay, though none of the routines 
impress as very original. Christopher 
Columbus’ band, a capable sounding 
nine piece crew, plays for show and 
dancing. 














Peter Higgins Fronts Band 
Peter Higgins, the Irish tenor, is 
among the singers recently froriting 
a dance band. 
He’s at the Brown Derby Cafe, 
| Boston. 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 





(Continued from page 37) 


handle seven tunes between them 
and wham over. Miss Williams does 
‘Heart Belongs to Daddy,’ ‘Summer- 
time’ and ‘Tain’t What You Do.’ 
Woods does ‘Get Out of Town,’ ‘And 
the Angels Sing,’ ‘My Own’ and ‘OI’ 
Man River,’ all clicks. 


Burnham, Harris and Scott follow 
a comical opener by the house 
bunch. Trio has been around and 
stacks up as a better nitery than 
theatre turn. Though obviously 
under wraps, some of their gags are | 
plenty blue. Terp work is far more 
impressive and gets ’em off solidly. 
The preceding house bit uses Pig- 
meat, George Wiltshire, Mae Diggs 
and the line. Miss Diggs gets off 
‘Three Little Fishies’ in neat style 
and the rest is laughs with Pigmeat. 


Anise and Aland bounce into an 
attractive setting for their turn. It’s | 
a simple, blue-lighted and draped set | 
in boudoir decor, using the line in 
a routine with vanity mirrors. Team 
has a hard time getting off without 
an encore after a speedy, exhaust- 
ing routine of spins, lifts, etc. It’s 
fast and doubly to the male’s credit, 
inasmuch as the femme is no feath- 
er-weight. 


Armstrong introduces Taps Miller 
as the writer of ‘Hold Tight’ and 
the latter proceeds to prove, sans 
credits, that the tune is based on 
riffs in his vocal improvisations. It’s 
somewhat like Leo Watson’s (Six 
Spirits of Rhythm) style. However, 
Miller's claim to ‘Hold Tight’ is not 
all he has to offer. Terp work ap- 
parently deserves his ‘Taps’ cog- 
nomen, It’s clear and fast and called 
for an encore. 

Sandwiched into the show is a 
short, but comical bit between Wilt- 
shire and Pigmeat seemingly based 
on Tom Howard’s ‘Stickup’ routine. 
Show’s finale is impressive. It’s ‘God 
Bless America,’ with the line and 
cast slowly reappearing, each sing- 
ing the tune behind Armstrong’s 
lead. Curtain, of course, has Satchmo 
and his trumpet getting together. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, May 14. 
The Virginians, Carol King, Dick, 
Don & Dinah; house line (16); 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). 





Owing to iength and strerfgth of 
feature, vaude is held down to 30 
minutes this week, but what there is 
is varied, novel and entertaining. As 
frequently since house imported 
productionist Harry Anger and 
booked a regular line of girls, it’s 
the chorus that steals the show, this 
time by hoofing with live cockatoos 
on their wrists and working out in- 
tricate routines aboard bicycles.. 


Curtains open on garden set, six 
of line gals parading with Virgin- 
ians while latter tear off ‘Heaven 
Can Wait. Ensemble falls to side 
stage in front of huge bird-cage 
effect, out of which 10 more line 
gals file one by one, each in pink 
chiffon with white cockatoo on her 
wrist. Carol King also flits out of 
the birdcage for an effective toe 
routine, highlighted by swift spin 
finish. ‘F. D. R. Jones’, ‘Shadrack’ 
and a military medley, all done with 
smooth showmanship to oke recep- 
tion. 


Dick, Don and Dinah follow. Two 
boys appear for straight flash tap 
and, when gal comes out in short 
skirt and blouse, they get together 


eral Pershing when they cornered 
him on his arrival in Washington, 
but it’s in a good-natured way. The |! 
Pathe clip concerning Danzig is just 
talk. 


Aviation and war material finds its 
customary place on the bill, but 
there’s nothing of more than casual | 
importance. 


Sports items include gymnasts | 
flip-flopping, polo training, English 
polo team, New York girls’ softball 
team, an indoor baseball game for 
laughs, yachting, women wrestling, 
men trying to wrestle in a ring filled 
with sorghum, California rancheros, 
fishing and salmon run. 


A very good short, “The Viking | 
Trail’ (Fox), serves as filler. Char. | 


~~ 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 15. 

Chester Dolphin, Prince & Prin- 
cess Selandia, Rosco Ates, 
Smith orchestra, Gladys Palmer,| 
Pops & Louie. ‘Never Say Die’| 
(Par). 
| 
Well-rounded show, part white and 
part colored. | 

Chester Dolphin, equilibrist jug- | 
gler, does fine bits with balls and | 
mouth-sticks, but he needs some les- 
sons in showmanship. Works in tails | 
which is not too effective as a cos- 
tume. However, he has the makings. | 

Prince and Princess Selandia are 
a novelty dance team that does fair- 
ish impressions of screen names do- 
ing ballroom dances. For family- 
time audiences. 

Rosco Ates works hard and tries | 
everything. His jokes are new and 
old, blue and okay. He kibitzes 
with a violin and trombone, too, 
while his gal partner, a looker, sings 
with plenty of gusto, but no par- 
ticular tone. Adds up to a good, 
hokey variety turn. 


In the colored half, Gladys Palmer 
is standout with her pianologs and 
vocalizing. Gal has plenty of| 
rhythm and volume in her tonsils 
and slings a song to get solid results. 
On the bandstand here, she should be 
in one stage where she could gain 
greater intimacy with the audience. 
Stuff Smith orchestra is loud and 
noisy, in typical jam session style. 
Smith has a nice personality while 
his band hasn’t much for a variety 
stage. Pops and Louie are cinch 
clicks with their hoofing. Boys work 
fast and hard, and the audience 
really appreciated their approach to 
suicide. They had to speech away 
at this show. 


Biz fair last show Sunday (14). 
Gold. 

















ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 13. 
Shep Fields’ orch (14), Jerr 
Stewart, Hal Derwin, Paul Weigand, 
Patsy Mahr, Novak & Fay, Claire 
Nunn, Caesar Muzzielli, Billy Rayes; 
‘Let Freedom Ring’ (M-G), 








Current show, having Shep Fields’ 
orchestra plus three outside acts, 
provides principally, of course, 
Fields’ agreeable ‘rippling rhythm,’ 
which clicks nicely. 

Two orchestra members blossom 
forth as specialty singers while the 
entire ensemble vocalizes for_brief 
snatches intermittently. Pianist 
Claire Nunn, easy on the eyes, vocals 
pleasantly and gives decorative 
value to the layout. Accordionist 
Caeser Muzzielli also does a vocal 
specialty while Jerry Stewart is a 











in sock succession of comedy tap, 
adagio and acrobatics. Finish strong 
with complex three-high business 
and diving finale. 

Virginians and six line girls take 
over next in front of Little Old New 
York backdrop to warble ‘Bicycle 
Built for Two’ as other girls pedal 
across stage on various ancient vin- 
tage wheelers. Modern bike routine 
follows. 
ale. 


Biz good. Craig. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Plenty about sports here this week 
and considerable of a foreign nature 
also has been supplied by the news- 
reels, headed by Britain’s King and 
Queen. News of the Day (Metro) 
dug into the files to reprise the cor- 
onation two years ago and also the 
trip of the English monarchs to 
Paris. The Queen speaks but she 
has nothing of any moment to say. 


In addition to the laughs eyo 
by Lew Lehr, this time with a baby 
in one clip and a rooster-dog com- 
bination in another, there is a hearty 
guffaw supplied by the clip about 
miners going back to work. 

A Paramount exclusive is the 
Chieago grain elevator fire. Fox- 
Movietone pictures Park avenue 
society at tea, but who cares? The 
same newsreel, usually willing to 
plug things here and there, gives 
‘Leave It to Me’ a free ad this time. 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade, also by F-M, 
is another in the ad column. There 
are other clips on the N. Y. Fair by 
both Fox and Par, in addition to 
Hollywood fashions by former. — 

The clip on Hitler answering 
Roosevelt, supplied by Pathe, is sud- 
dernly cut off. Cameramen were ap- 
parently also told to scram by Gen- 




















It’s an excellent flash fin- | 


capable, featured tenor. Hal Der- 
win and Paul Weigand, from the 
orchestra, jump into the vocal 
breach prominently, too, while 
Fields just batons and m.c.’s, which | 
he does well. 


Faster pacing and at least one 
smash orchestra novelty would en- 
Wance the show while a greater 
concession to jive fans also might 
be in order, 

‘Rippling rhythm’ of ‘Humoresque’ 
sends the orchestra on its way and 
precedes the hot ‘Twelfth Street 
Rag.’ Nearly all orchestra numbers 
are embellished by vocalizing. Patsy 
Mahr, youthful blonde tapper, pro- 
vides some good novelty to break 
it up. Derwin sings ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ and ‘Shadrack’ with the or- 
chestra piping in for supplementary 
vocalizing that helps to put over 
both numbers with a bang. Then 
Novak and Fay score with their 
comedy adagios and acrobatics, en- 
| with a difficult balancing 
eat. 


Miss Nunn warbles ‘F. D. R. 
Jones’ to good returns. Stewart, 
Derwin and Weigand put over ‘Mu- 
tiny in, the Nursery.’ Stewart also 
being sfrong with ‘ p Purple’ and 
‘Heaven Can Wait.’ Muzzielli’s ren- 
dition of ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ 
on the accordion has ’em begging 
for more. 


Billy Rayes cleverly ties in his 
juggling with amusing patter and 
impersonations. He dances and jug- 
gles simultaneously and then con- 
vulses the customers by imitating 
a girl with a hangover, who arises 
from her slumbers and prepares her 
wardrobe. 


Sol Gio tickles the keys skilfully, 
while ‘Three Little Fishies,) with 
vocal interpolations, is one of the 
orchestra’s best contributions. 


| (Col). 








Biz good at the opening matinee 
Friday (12). Rees, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 13. 


Stroud Twins, Four Clovers, Two 
Kays, Gilbert & Armon, Germaine | 
Judy Conrad’s | 
the Redwoods’ | . 


Haskins, Al Zimmy, 
orch; ‘Romance a 





Flesh returns to the Tower with 
Stroud Twins headlining this variety 
bill. Show also brings back Frank 
Tracy, 
shows and now set up locally as a 
booker, who assembled this one. 


Lacks sufficient name value and | 


shows some routining. slips. M.c. job 
is handed to Clarence Stroud, with 
Claude bringing his dead-pan indif- 
ference on near end for session of 
chatter 

the pair. 


Lead-off act is Two Kays with 4a | Everything.’ 


| 


| swings into ‘F. D. R. Jones, follows 
| with 
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shaded her offerings more. 


rhumba_ arrangement of 
Serenade,’ 
tunity for all 


sections, 
drummer 


here, but a begoff nevertheless. 


Tony Martin winds matters up 


solidly. On to a big reception, he 


‘Angels Sing,’ including a 


|chorus on the clarinet, and coming 


; ; tback with 
in the recognized style of | Chatters pleasingly and winds mat- 


| 


‘I Married An Angel.’ 


ters up strongly with ‘Thanks for 


Encores with ‘I Cried 


roller skating routine atop a table.| For You’ and takes hold of clarinet 
Deuce is taken by Germaine Haskins, | again for swingy finale, which gar- 


Dancing of the bill is handled by | 


Gilbert and Armon, who include a 
broken rhythm style of their own, 
bit of unneeded chatter and a com- 
edy closing. Terping is okay. 

Al Zimmy’s dramatized song style 
features a cavalcade of Berlin songs, 


his repertory including also a couple | 


of songs of his own penning. 

Judy Conrad’s locally familiar 
crew holds down rear stage through- 
out and surprise with specialty on 


|new novelty, ‘Three Little Fishies’. 


Performance here indicates strong 
injection of showmanship in the 
Conrad organization, making crew a 
stage band where it was formerly a 
pit orch. Playing of ‘One O'Clock 
Jump’ and ‘Begin to Beguine’ are in 
the better manner. Strouds take over 
here for their familiar comedy and 
register, 

Customers are given a bit of a sur- 
prise, however, to find the Four 
Clovers, acrobatic turn, following to 


close the show. Spotting is not the | 


best in this case, but complicated by 
skaters and acros on same bill. 


Quinn. 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, May 12. 
Gae Foster Roxyettes (16) ‘Chic’ 
Kennedy, Dixie Dunbar, Jimmie 
Byrnes, Terri Franconi, Lorraine & 
Rognan, Mike Segal’s house band 
(14); ‘Boy Slave’ (RKO). 











Although management gives Dixie 
Dunbar, hometown gal, featured bill- 
ing out front, it’s Jeanne Lorraine 
and Roy Rognan who actually oc- 
cupy top spot on this show—and 
rightly so. Pair dance, clown and 
gag to click handily. They’re good 
dancers, but subordinate their abil- 
ity along these lines for guffaw pur- 
poses. Femme is a versatile clown 
and he adds a bit of acro stuff to 
his hoofing for variety. They had 
to beg off on night caught. 

Foy Harris, Roxy’s singing usher, 
opens the show. Roxyettes’ first 
routine is train number, finishing 
in blackout to show off radium tints 
in smart costumes. Followed by 
‘Chic’ Kennedy, femme, who sings 
and impersonates ZaSu Pitts, Garbo, 
Katie Hepburn and Fannie Brice to 
score. 

Miss Dunbar and partner Jimmie 
Byrnes, spotted here, dance double 
and solo, specializing in rhythm tap- 
ping, good, too. She got a nice re- 
ception, 

Line returns, makes way for Terri 
Franconi, billed out front ‘as popu- 
lar NBC singing star.’ He has good 
voice and uses it to good advantage 
in ‘Tell Me That You Love Me To- 
night’ and ‘Begin the Beguine’ as 
well as Mexican and French tunes. 

Lorraine and Rognan do their stuff 
at this point and are followed by 
finale, Roxyettes in ball number, in 
which girls go through routine on 
see spheres. This is-a repeat num- 

er. 

Show close Wednesday (17), when 
Roxy will inaugurate straight film 
(double feature) policy for summer. 
Theatre, formerly the Georgia under 
Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., banner, was 
reopened last winter with Moe J. 
Baranco as managing director. 

Luce. 


HIPP, BALTO 


; Baltimore, May 14. 
Jimmy Joy orch (11), Gai Moran, 
Catherine Westfield, Ames & Arno 
Tony Martin; ‘Society 
(M-G). 





Lawyer’ 





With Jimmy Joy’s orchestra back- 


ing up a quartet of strong specialties, | 


current layout plays smoothly and 
goes over well. Joy m.c.s in straight- 
forward manner, merely introducing 
the acts and pitching in with an 
okay clarinet in the orchestral ac- 
companiment, Band consists of four 
saxes, four brass and three rhythm 
and handles itself competently. 

Opening niche is held down by 
Catherine Westfield and her marion- 
ets, starting proceedings in sprightly 
fashion. Manipulating her 
skillfully, Miss Westfield presents a 
Spanish number, a waltz, Joe E. 
Brown and as a closing bellringer, 
Donald Duck on skates, Nice novelty 
and very well received at show 
caught. 

Gai Moran, scat-singing come- 
dienne, follows with ‘Tain’t What You 
Do,’ ‘Melancholy Baby’ and ‘Alex- 
ander. Would do better if she 


dolls | 


| 


| 


























Stuff; local gal, with a duo of pop songs.| ners a series of strong curtains. 


Biz fair. Burm. 





Like Westerns 





Makes 
good spot, though, for band in semi- 
‘Penny 
skillfully handled. Mi- 
lenberg Joys,’ next, provides oppor- 
with the 
particularly getting in 
ome good licks and Joy going to 
Own on a brace of clarinets for a 
'swingy interlude that fits just right. 
Plenty of action by Ames and 
| Arno, mixed knockabouts, who take 
og punening ang Fy get Soy 

of laughs. ncore bits very funny 
former producer of Tower and a bit too blue for family trade 








(Continued from page 1) 





ture house here unusual, In the 
first place the theatre has no name, 
and no sign out front. Why bother? 
The nearest competition is 75 miles 
away. In the second place, it has 
a happy and untroubled manager, 
Floyd W. Beutler, who, on the side, 
is the town’s leading attorney and 
an assistant district attorney. The 
theatre was wished on him six years 
ago when the police closed down a 
profitable gambling hall. With rou- 
lette out, the owner of the building 
decided to gamble on pictures. They 
have paid better than _ roulette. 
Beutler insists that the only reason 
he took over was to have a chance 
to see the pictures he wants to see. 
For the most part, he arranges his 
programs on that basis, although he 
admits being a little sick of seeing 
westerns. But between Gene Autry 
and the next burro bouffe, he man- 
ages to get in all the A pictures from 
all the studios. 


Local Showmanship 

Beutler has audience problems 
that Joe Lee never knew about in 
Flatbush. The town of 3,000 has 
a majority of Spanish-speaking 
Americans, 800 Indians, and a varied 
assortment of artists, writers and 
refugees from Wall Street. In ad- 
dition, the cinema draws from 70 
miles around on all sides. Because 
coming into town is an event, and, 
after tackling some of the roads out 
here which are knotted up like a 
worried worm, an adventure, too, 
the house sends out a monthly calen- 
der listing all showings for the 
month to come. People 100 miles 
away write in for the calendar. 

Once a month the house plays a 
Spanish picture, Mexican-made. Ex- 
cept on Thursdays and Sundays, 
there’s one show a night. Once a 
week Beutler runs a double fea- 
ture, once a week a banko, but no 
dish nights. They probably wouldn’t 
be popular with the Indians who 
make their own dishes; for them it 
would be better to have a Blanket 
Night. 3 

The house is supplied out of the 
Denver exchanges. Beutler has 
found that while he can get first run 
releases, it is best not to play them. 
Seems that word-of-mouth about a 
picture has to pass from the cities 
down the canyons and across the 
mesas. So the house usually runs 
three to four months behind as a 
matter of choice and profit. 

But old or new, a western will fill 
the 400 seats in the house every time. 
The Spanish-Americans cheer, even 
when a Spanish-American is the 
heavy. According to Beutler, they 
come to see the shooting. The In- 
dians who never cheer walk two 
miles to get front seats. They come 
to see the riding, and don’t care 
whether the Indians in the picture 
are heavies or not. Pride is touched, 
however, whenever an Indian falls 
off a horse. The artists come to 
westerns, so they say, to see the 
scenery. And the others come be- 
cause Taos is the last of the Old 
West and they want to get some idea 
of what this tourist-ridden town 
ought to be like. 

None of which explains why the 
Indians descended en masse and en 
mocassin to see ‘Marie Antoinette,’ 
or ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Perhaps the In- 
dians just like movies. 





Chi Opera Co. Seeks 
$50,000 Guarantee 


Chicago, May 16. 
Guaranty fund of $50,000 is being 
sought by the Chicago “ity Opera 
Co. for this coming season. 
For the past three seasons deficits 
have averaged $24,000. 








——= 


FOX, PHILLY 


----— 


Philadelphia, May 12. 
Horace Heidt orch with Larry 
Cotton, Fred Lowery, Red Ferring- 
ton, Four Heidt-Lights, Agnes & 
George, Henry Russell, Audrey Call, 
Adolph Kornspan house band; ‘Call- 
ing Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 





Fox manager Harold Seidenberg 
gives the whole stage to the Horace 
Heidt troupe this sesh. With 27 
members, the maestro has no trouble 
filling the required hour. 

Heidt crew is colorful and pro- 
vides plenty action all the way. 
With a flock of good novelties and 
talent, the show, however, except at 
a few points, didn’t get much ap- 
plause at this gathering. 





Opener is strong ,“‘The Charge of 
the Heidt Brigade’ and ‘There’s 
Something About a Soldier’ having 
snappy military tempos, with the en- 
tire squad in plumed headgear. It’s 
followed by a gun drill. Next num- 
ber is a ‘Mother Goose’ novelty, with 
the entire company downstage in a 
colorful sequence of hoop-rolling, 
ball-bouncing and other kids pas- 
times. It’s a bit slow. ‘Liebes- 
traum’ by the gal fiddlers follows 
and is okay. 

Then there’s another production 
number, the flag-waving ‘Mr and 
Mrs. America’. Gang all has picket 
signs, some Republican, some Demo- 
crat and some a mixture of other 
things. They all step out to do their 
bits and wind up turning their signs 
around so that they read: ‘We’re all 
Americans.’ 

‘Chopsticks’ next, with three trum- 
pets soloing, is solid, as is “Three 
Little Fishies,’ sung by Red Farring- 
ton, Henry Russell and a quartet, 
which consists of three gals and a 
male. Latter also does several other 
numbers. 

One of strongest clicks is jitter- 
bugging of Agnes and George, nifty 
looking kids who exhib neat rou- 
tines. Fred Lowery, blind whistler, 
is the other sock applause-gatherer, 
with his ‘Estralita’ and ‘William Tell 
Overture.’ Larry Cotton, Heidt 
tenor, is good in ‘Ave Maria’ and 
‘Little Sir Echo.’ Russell, newcomer 
to the outfit, also plays an electric 
organ. Piping of ‘Angels Sing’ to his 
own accompaniment goes over al- 
though the strength of the tune, 
rather than his mediocre larynx 
work, is responsible. Audrey Call, 
fiddle virtuoso, is another recent ar- 
rival and she does well with ‘Star 
Dust.’ 

Added attraction is Heidt’s request 
for anyone from the audience who 
wants to come up and sing. Offers 
$5 prize to the best. Speed with 
which he got two entries and the 
perfect types they turned out to be 
made it look pretty suspicious that 
he had garnered a pair of stooges, 
but it was tops for interest and 
hand-patter. 

Comedy, aside from this amateur 
angle, is left pretty much up to Fer- 
rington. Ferrington’s okay for some 
laughs, but his ability as a high- 


powered guffaw-grabber seems 
doubtful at times. 
Biz hefty at Friday’s finale. 
Herb. 





Juvenile Jive 











(Continued from page 1) 
they flock to joints where it is 
necessary to toss a jit into a slot for 
dancing. Even the two alligator 
parlors here that specialize in jam 
music—the Jam Session and Down 
Beat—get very little play from the 


kids, most of their trade being 
musicians. 
Riccardi has considered every 


angle on getting live tooters into the 
milk-bar jiveries. Picketing, he feels, 
wculd be impossible, because it 
would virtually be calling unfair the 
discs made by fellow AFM members. 
Another thing is, that under the low 
tariffs of most of these spots, two or 
three musicians would be the most 
they could employ, although even 
this would be a help. 

A more important angle, however, 
he feels, is that these juve gam- 
flinging gay spots compete unfairly 
with the promoters of legitimate 
dances giving work to full-size orchs, 
discouraging them and keeping men 
out of employment. He feels it is 
more important to prevent this than 
to get AFMers into the jitterbug 
joints, and thus the coin machines 
should be regulated. 

Resolution under consideration will 
ask that members be made to assign 
their property right in waxings to 
the AFM. Federation would then 
limit sale for -se in private homes 
only. If name band wanders objected 
to the loss of sales of their recordings 
to coin ops, they could take the 
alternative of resigning from the 
union, Riccardi suggested. 





Nat Brandwynne, currently at Es- 
sex House, N. Y., goes into the Ritz- 
Carlton hotel, Atlantic City, June 





30, for an indefinite stay. 
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TMAT Men Replace Femmes 
At 3 Fair Shows, Speeding 
Up Sales; Means No Picketing 


While campaigning for the Theat- 
rical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers forthcoming election (June 8) 
reached a bitter stage in partisan- 
ship, it developed that the union 
has won recognition at the World’s 
Fair. Previous failure to place 
ticket sellers on the grounds was 
made an issue by the opposition to 
the administration, an omission 
which was termed ‘unforgivable.’ 

Several major concessions have 
now put on male ticket sellers or 
treasurers, first to replace inexperi- 
enced girls being the Aquacade, 
Globe theatre in Merrie England and 
the Hall of Music, all having re- 
served seat sections. Before the 
changes were made, the manage- 
ments noted the slowness with which 
ticket lines were handled by girls. 

Stated that TMAT expected to 
have between 40 and 50 more place- 
ments of members at the Fair within 
the next week or two. There were 
12 sellers placed by the union at the 
Aquacade. In addition to such jobs, 
other members are being tried as 
supervisors over girl ticket sellers. 
Permanency of the jobs and addi- 
tional work may depend on increased 
efficiency of the girls. 

No Picketing Now 

Recognition of TMAT and employ- 
ment of some members definitely 
disposes of any chance of picketing. 
Union does not seek to replace girls 
in ticket booths in a majority of 
spots at the Fair but prefers to spot 
its people in supervisory jobs, which 
call for $40 weekly pay scale. No 
closed shop is being sought and it’s 
claimed that TMAT could not sup- 
ply all the ticket selling work even 
if requested. 

Also claimed that the union’s own 
committee was able to make favor- 


(Continued on page 44) 


WINCHELL SQUARES 
SELF ON ‘PORTRAIT’ 


No legal action ts expected on the 
part of the ‘Family Portrait’ manage- 
ment over the unintentional slip 
made by Walter Winchell, who re- 
ported the show closed in his broad- 
cast of May 7. Show, which is at 
the Morosco, N. Y., was favorably 
mentioned in Winchell’s Mirror col- 
umn twice during the week, the 
squarers being apparently satisfac- 
tory to the show’s management. 

One of his columns referred to 
‘Portrait’ having achieved a ‘high 
mark among the local dramas’ and 
that line immediately went into the 
show’s daily ads. Following day’s 
column referred to the attraction 
as a hit, although its grosses have 
been rather modest. 

Further retraction was made by 
the commentator in last Sunday’s 
(13) broadcast. 

Scribe did not single out ‘Portrait,’ 
but mentioned it among five shows 
forced off after the first week of the 
World’s Fair. 

Deal is on for ‘Family Portrait’ to 
tour under Tehatre Guild sponsor- 
ship in the fall. Lee Shubert would 
also have an interest. A 10-week 
tour is tentatively set, with Judith 
Anderson and most of the present 
company to remain in the show. 
Show’s nut has been cut to about 
$4,600 weekly. 

Cheryl Crawford, presenter of the 
play, is trying to ittne up several 
plays for next fall, with the idea of 
offering them at a $2 top on Broad- 
way as individual shows. She would 
use stars, including Miss Anderson 
and Miss Webster. 


To Attend Philly Meet 


Philadelphia, May 16. 
Frank Gillmore, president of As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, and Luise Silcox, exec 











secretary of the Dramatists Guild, 
will attend a meeting here Friday 
(19) of Philadelphia Theatre, Inc., 
new local group. 








DELMAR-BESTRY REVUE 


For Tiny House at $1 Top——Curtain 
at 9:30 








Harry Delmar and Harry Bestry 
have partnered to do an intimate 
revue in the fall under the title 
‘Strictly From Hunger.’ Lester Lee 
will provide music, Dan Shapiro and 
Jerry Seelen the book. It will go 
into rehearsal in late July for a 
Sept. 1 opening. Will be priced at 
$1 top. 

Idea is to use unknowns and spot 
the attraction in a small house such 
as the Mercury or Provincetown. 
Show will start at 9:30 p.m. and run 
90 minutes, Usual eight perform- 
ances weekly. 


CLEAR PATH 
FOR VIENNA 
REVUE 


o_O! 





Refugee artists from Vienna who 
have been rounding out a revue in 
English, adapted from the original 
showing abroad, expect to present it 
on Broadway in about six weeks. 
Non-profit venture which has been 
formed into the Refugee Group, Inc., 
is reported assured of backing from 
several showmen, 


Equity has rated the group as a 
foreign unit. Players will not be re- 
quired to pay initiation fees, but 
dues of $1.50 per month will be pay- 
able. Understood that other stage 
unions have been asked to make 
concessions favoring the refugees. 


BYRON, EQUITY PREZ, 
IN COAST HOSPITAL 


Arthur Byron, president of Equity, 
has been ill on the Coast for several 
weeks, being under treatment at the 
Hollywood hospital. Understood he 
will be under the care of physicians 
for at least three months. Byron 
went West partially for the purpose 
of going over Equity’s affairs in its 
Hollywood and San Francisco offices. 

Shortly after arriving on the Coast, 
he was stricken with a cardiac ail- 
ment, which was traced to infected 
teeth and tonsils, Removal will be 
made in several stages, dependent 
on the patient’s condition. 








FAIR'S EFFECT 
AMONG CAUSES 


Difference of Opinion Among 


Showmen on Actual Rea- 
son for Letdown — Some 


Shows Cuiting Salaries to 


Meet Lag 


—_—— — 


NO INFLUX YET 








The disastrous drop in business on 
Broadway, which ushered in May and 
the New York World’s Fair, reached 
in the managers reducing salaries 
in at least half a dozen attractions. 
Accompanying such moves, the regu- 
lations are that the shows must con- 
tinue another two weeks. Salary 
cuts will continue thereafter should 
the shows hold out for the upturn 
expected in June, 


Slump conditions have inspired 
differences of opinion over. the 
causes. Though the Fair is unques- 
tionably the biggest combined show 
ever staged, it cannot alone be 
charged with having dented legit at- 
tendance, despite the fact that it is 
opposition to virtually every form of 
amusement offered in the metropo- 
lis, Those who watch ticket sales 
trends believe there is a general 
offish condition. 


Fair Also Off 


It’s pointed out that Broadway is 
not currently getiing crowds as 
usual, also that there seems to be 
more activity in the neighborhoods 
than along the Main Stem. Fair it- 
self has been running away behind 
expectations, bolstering the theory 
that it opened too early. Daily av- 
erage last week was put around 
73,000, but that included the 43,000 
odd employees and the indicated av- 
erage therefore was 30,000. Weather 
had something to do with the lag- 
ging turnstiles, but more pertinent 
is the decreased number of out-of- 
towners. Saturday’s (13) rain kept 
down attendance at the Fair and 
benefited show business, to the re- 
lief of theatres, 


Sunday (14) was sunny and cool, 
attendance at the Fair jumping to 
306,736, the biggest crowd since the 
opening day. Tickets deposited in 
the turnstile boxes included 59,761 
passes to employees, concession- 
aires and press, so the indicated paid 
total was 246,975. 

While some showmen are hopeful, 
there are those who are not op- 
timistic over the chances of theatres 
during the summer. Their opinions 
are based on the adverse reaction 
attending other fairs in other cities, 
theatres taking it on the chin for at 
least the first six weeks and longer. 
Agencies booking trips here for the 
Fair have been queried for esti- 
mates of the number of people ex- 


(Continued on page 44) 











) RETRENC 


Most of Ticket Agency Violations 


Hardly Willful, 





Turkish Static 





Tourist agency booked a party 
of 37 visitors from Turkey at the 
Imperial theatre, N. Y., to see 
‘Leave It to Me’ one night last 
week, Fellow in charge said the 
Turks seemed to enjoy the show, 
but it was doubtful whether the 
balance of the audience did, be- 
cause the party had an interpre- 
tor who was quite voluble in 
telling the visitors what went on. 

There were any number of 
shushes and finally someone 
called out: ‘Shut up.” An annoyed 
woman was the objector. 


‘AMERICAN WAY 
TO DECLARE 
DIVIDEND 


‘The American Way,’ at the Cen- 
ter, Radio City, though only com- 
pleting its fourth month is virtually 
assured of a profit. Season’s most 
costly production represents an out- 
lay of $225,000, but chances of it be- 
ing a financial success were not en- 
tirely considered by those who sup- 
plied the backing. Sam H. Harris 
and Max Gordon who produced 
‘Way’ and George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart, its authors, are said to 
have the principal interest but it is 
understood 15 persons in all in- 
vested in the show. 

‘Way’ was backed in an unusual 
manner, men of means in New York 
and other points being asked to in- 
vest. They were told that even 
though the spectacle-drama did not 
click it was a patriotic duty. The 
investors were recently advised that 
around June 1 ‘Way’ should have 
earned back the production cost and 
indications are that all will receive 
a dividend. 

Operating profit of the show {fs 
approximately $100,000 and the man- 
agerial.end of the picture rights adds 
another $100,000 to the actual profit, 
which accounts for the solid finan- 
cial condition of the attraction. ‘Way’ 
averaged close to $40,000 weekly for 
the first two months or so. Attend- 
ance has been affected recently along 
with most other Broadway shows but 
the wide publicity accorded ‘Way’ is 
expected to attract a goodly percent- 
age of World’s Fair visitors. 

Engagement is expected to extend 
through summer and into next sea- 
son, with a $1,000,000 gross antici- 
pated. 

















Equity Fights For Control of frisco | 
Fair’s Ziegfeld Follies;’ AFA Opposed 


San Francisco, May 16. 

Equity made the first move for 
control of ‘Ziegfeld Follies of 1939,’ 
which opens at the Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition Friday, May 
19 when Ted Hale, local representa- 
tive for Equity, told members of the 
cast that he would not allow the 
show to play here unless it was pre- 
sented under the Equity aegis. 
Equity also plans to get ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ which opened in Hollywood 
last week after a nine weeks run 
here, under its banner, 

Execs from both Equity and AFA 
have talked with members of the 
Ziegfeld cast several times in an ef- 
fort to keep them under their re- 
spective banners, AFA claims that 





Equity never has had jurisdiction 
over shows doing more than eight 
performances a week. 

Hale claims that 75% of the ‘Zieg- 
feld’ principals are Equity members 
and that they will not appear in 
‘Follies’ except under Equity. Ac- 
cording to Hale, Equity contract is 
not based on the number of shows 
daily but on an hourly basis. ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ is scheduled to do four 
shows daily playing a total of five 
hours a day, seven times a week, 
which would be well within Equity 
weekly requirements, according to 
Hale, 

Rates for chorus girls in ‘Follies’ 
would be increased from the AFA 
minimum of $35 to $45 a week un- 
der Equity. San Francisco Exposi- 
tion, which is backing the ‘Follies’ 





show, already has a closed AFA 
shop and according to an expo exec 
the increase in nut under Equity 
jurisdiction would be around 10%. 

Hale states that as far as he is 
concerned no confiict over jurisdic- 
tion exists and that if it did it would 
have to be settled by the Four A’s 
in New York. 

AFA chiefs here for investigation 
in operations of the local AFA 
branch accuse Equity of taking ad- 
vantage of the current unfavorable 
publicity concerning conduct of 
AFA office here. Suit brought by 
Alfred T. Smith, former unit presi- 
dent of AFA here, charging inter- 
national AFL-AFA representatives 
with seizing contro] of local office, 
will be aired here this week in Su- 
perior Court. 





Inquiry Shows; 


Talks of Code Failure Discounted 


A session which consumed the en- 
tire afternoon Friday (12) was held 
in the offices of the League of New 
York Theatres, 18 ticket brokers 
making explanations of indicated 
transgressions of the ticket code 
rules. Opinion was that 75% of the 
answers were satisfactory to the ex- 
tent that willful violations were not 
made, indicating the code has been 
adhered to more generally than sup- 
posed, 

Although at this period of the sea- 
son few tickets can be sold by agen- 
cies at high prices, a number of in- 
stances where gypping was practiced 
were brought out. Most sales at 
more than the code maximum of 75c 
are alleged to have been made by the 
City agency, which did not sign the 
code. Agency has quarters in the 
21 Club and is said to be operated 
by proprietors of that cafe, which 
usually draws a class of spenders, 
including visiting Hollywoodians. 
Only two sales at excess rates were 
made by the Acme agency, accord- 
ing to the tickets examined by the 
League’s accountants. Acme did not 
sign the code either, and its conten- 
tions that the League and Equity 
were in restrait of trade by enforc- 
ing the code were not upheld. 

Acme Decision 

Acme’s counsel did not file a brief 
in answer to the referee’s report, 
and supreme court Justice Samuel 
Hofstadter approved it, giving the 
opinion that the code is legally okay. 
Court observed that such an effort 
at self-restraint shoula be encour- 
aged by the law. The judge com- 
mented on the contention of the 
agency that it offers a unique serv- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Jos. Hyman Seriousiy 
Injured in Auto Crash; 
Two Companions Hurt 


Three young showmen’ were 
badly injured when a car skidded 
in Saturday’s (13) rain over an 
embankment near Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y. Said to be in the most seri- 
ous condition is Joseph Hyman, who 
produced a show on Broadway last 
season and who is business manager 
for Moss Hart, playwright. Several 
ribs were fractured and a spinal in- 
jury disclosed. Hyman recovered 
consciousness Monday (15) after an 
emergency operation in Vassar hos- 
pital, Poughkeepsie. William Haber- 
man and Sidney Jaco were also 
taken to hospitals, Jaco in Pough- 
keepsie and the other the Memorial 
hospital, Cold Springs. 

The trio were seeking a farm 
which Hyman intended taking over 
for the summer. He presented a 
comedy called ‘There’s Always. a 
Breeze,’ which had a brief engage- 
ment at the Windsor, N. Y., his com- 
panions having an interest in the 
venture. Hyman was also associated 
with Bernard Hart and Bill Doll in 
the Sunday night showings of Elsie 
Janis at the Music Box during the 
winter. 














| 
_Anstedt Reelected Prez 
Of N.Y. Stagehand Union 


Local No. 1, New York stagehands 
union, reelected Robert Anstecdt 
president for the second term at the 
annual election Sunday (14). Louis 
Yeager was made vice-president, ree 
placing Solly Pernick, while John 
_|C. McDowell and John J. Garvey 
| were renamed secretary and treas- 
urer respectively. 

Pernick contested for one of the 
| two business agent berths, but Vin- 
,cent Jacoby and Frank Powderly 
| were both reelected. James J, 

Brennan and Joseph Dwyer were 
renamed for the board along with 
John F. Casey. William Edwards 
land Edward C, Barnes were placed 
lon the relief committee and Edward 
|J. Mortimer is again sergeant-at- 
arms. 
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‘Too Bad’ Only Rejoinder of N.Y. Expo 
When WPA Balks at Employee Pass Fee 


A dispute has arisen over pay- | 
ment for employee pass books for 
208 persons that the WPA theatre 
project has assigned the World’s 
Fair, where shows and exhibitions 
of the relief outfits are to be given. 
Cost of the pass books which are is- 
sued monthly is 50c each. WPA 
says it has no money available for 
such purpose. Fair people state 
that all concessionaires and exhibit 
managements pay similarly for 
their empleyee passes and exception 
will not be made. Understood, how- 
ever, that WPA will pay transporta- 
tion to and from the Fair (20 cents 
daily), as is usual when its attrac- 
tions play in the neighborhoods. 

Cost of the WPA building at the 
Fair aroused a flare-up in Congress, 
members questioning the propriety 
of the project. Others, too, have 
criticized the outlay, said to exceed 
$200,000 and say the money could 
be better used for relief wages. 
Plans for WPA participation at the 
Fair have been progressing for some 
time, primary object being to dis- 
play to visitors from spots where the 
project is virtually unknown, its 
range of stage and art activities. 

Coast contingent of WPAers ap- 
plied to Equity last week for the 
appointment of a paid contact man 
to represent them in matters with the 
project heads there. Similar post in 
New York is handled by Edward 
Everett Hale, there being 9060 mem- 
bers in WPA here or about four 
times the number on the Coast. 
After some discussion the proposal 
was nixed. Pointed out the Los An- 
geles office of Equity had secured 
results for WPA people there and 
that relations with Alexander Left- 
wich, local administrator were re- 
garded as satisfactory. 








BURR-EQUITY SPLIT 
VERDICT ON ‘DAYS’ 


Courtney Burr virtually won an 
arbitration of ‘The Happizst Days’ 
salary claims, filed with Fquity fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of the drama 
from the Vanderbilt, N. Y., recently, 
after playing seven performances. 
Equity supported the actors who 
sought $1,200, but the award was 
for less than $400. 

‘Days’ devoted more than the 
usual time in rehearsals, an addi- 
tional week beyond the slated open- 
ing date being used at the behest 
of Mare Connelly, who restaged the 
play. Management asked for and 
obtained a concession from Equity, 
rehearsal pay being allowed instead 
of regular salaries. Proviso was that 
the cast be agreeable, but the play- 
ers denied having been approached 
on the matter and Equity reversed 
itself, ordering full pay for the ad- 
ditional rehearsal week. 

The reversal appears to have 
counted in the favor of Burr, who 
produced the show, manager’s con- 
tentions about money paid the cast 
also being considered by the arbitra- 
tors. Equity regarded the award as 
a compromise se*tlement. 


Froman in ‘Scandals’ 

Jane Froman is set for the new 
‘Scandals,’ which George White is 
currently readying for summer 
preem on Broadway. Singer also 
starts a new radio series June 11 for 
Gulf, 

She goes into the Paramount, N. Y., 
for two or three weeks beginning 


May 31. 











“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
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‘Cissy Loftus’ Backstage 


Accident Suit for 506 


Cecilia Loftus yesterday (Tues.) 
filed notice in N.Y. federal court of 
her intention of examining Joseph W. 
Ruffel, v.p. of the Century Indemnity 





Co.. and any persons connected 
backstage in the Shubert theatre, 
Boston. 


This is in connection with a $50,000 
personal injuries action brought by 
Miss Loftus against the Shubert 
Holding Co., claiming that she was 
injured in a fall at the Boston the- 
atre on Feb. 13, 1938, during a per- 
formance of ‘There’s Always a 
Breeze.’ 


Farmer-Erickson 
To Play ‘Houses 
In Strawhatters 


Frances Farmer and Leif Erick- 
son will do ‘Both Your Houses’ this 
summer in Westport, Conn., and 
Stockbridge, Mass. The show will be 
one of the exchange productions un- 
der the deal between the two straw- 
hatters. Another will be Glenda 
Farrell in ‘Anna Christie.’ Latter 
will open the Westport season July 
3, playing Stockbridge the following 
week. It had previously been 
planned to star Mady Christians in 
‘Anna,’ but Equity refused to grant 
an exception to Miss Christians in its 
six-month alien actor rule. Effort is 
being made to persuade Ethel Bar- 
rymore, who is winding up a sea- 
son’s tour in ‘Whiteoaks’ this week, 
to do that show in Westport-Stock- 
bridge, but the actress is understood 
opposed to the idea. Another earlier 
possibility, Fred Stone in ‘Ah, Wil- 
derness!’ has also been dropped be- 
cause the acter has Hollywood com- 
mitments. 





Violet Heming Set 

Violet Heming is tentatively set 
for a string of guest-star dates this 
summer in Stockbridge, Mass.; 
Ivoryton, Conn.; Dennis, Mass.; Nan- 
tucket, Mass.; Marblehead, Mass.; 
Westport, Conn., and Scarborough, 
N. Y. She will do ‘Susan and God’ 
or ‘This Thing Called Love’ and pos- 
sibly a tryout at the various spots. 
Other stars who may make guest 
appearances around the circuit in- 
clude Jean Muir, Edith Barrett, Jane 
Bryan, Edward Everett Horton, Fay 
Wray, Al Jolson, Ruth Chatterton, 
Paulette Goddard and Roland Young. 








| 
the past several seasons. 


Hayloft Strawhats 
Surry (Me.) theatre will try out 
‘Grass Is Always Greener,’ a new 
one by Robert Pirosh, Metro. writer, 


(Continued on page 47) 








Love That Bloometh 
In the Spring, Tra La 


Philadelphia, May 16, 

Gilbert and Sullivan romance, 
started at a tea party, culminated 
in marriage last week. Bride is Mar- 
garet Blythe, of England, member of 
the D’Oyly Carte Co. Groom is 
Walter E. Caventy, Jr., of Philadel- 
phia, who sings in the chorus of the 
Savoy Opera Co., local G. and S. 
amateurs. 

Marriage took place in Boston. 


TICKET TAX BILL 
BEATEN; MORE 
IN ALBANY 


Several bills on the floor of the 
New York State Legislature, which 
is due to recess this week, have 
provisions whereby N. Y. City’s 
council could invoke admission taxes 
to places of entertainment, in this 
w y permitting the city to raise re- 
lief funds. Protests have been made 
to Albany by show biz folk. 

The Coudert-Mitchell bill which 
would. have switched licensing of 
ticket agencies from the state to the 
city, and limit the premium on the- 
atre tickets at 75c, passed the assem- 
bly. Friday (12), but was handily 
beaten in the senate yesterday 
(Wednesday ). 

One measure that could affect all 
admission prices is the Moffatt bill, 
which calls for 1c tax on all tick- 
ets priced up to 50c, 2c on admis- 
sions up to $1, 5c on tickets up to $2 
and 10c on tickets priced above that. 
Federal admissions tax applies on all 
tickets over 40c. Should the state 
measure go through it would mean 
that legit shows with a $3.30 top (30c 
goes to the government) wouid be 
$3.40. Another measure known as 
the Martin bill also includes an ad- 
mission tax provision, but exempts 
boxing and wrestling shows... The 
state now has a law on boxing show 
tickets and collects 5% of such ad- 
missions. 


Future Plays 


‘We the Living,” by Ayn Rand, 
will be produced next fall by George 
Abbott with Eugenie Leontovich in 
the lead. Play is based on the au- 
thor’s novel of the same name and 
deals with post-Revolutionary Rus- 
sia. 

‘Philadelphia Scrapple,’ musical 
based on the quintuplets, will be pro- 
duced by John Murray Anderson 
next season. Anderson collaborated 
with ‘Doc’ Rockwell on the book. 


Nix Hits FTP Play 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

‘Prelude to Swing,’ new Federal 
Theatre production scheduled to 
open at the Walnut Monday (22), 
has been indefinitely postponed. Set- 
back forced last week when Mrs. 
Hallie Flanagan, national FTP di- 
rector, was in town last week and 
viewed rehearsals. She didn’t think 
the production ready. 























Inside Stuft—Legit 








| tiring rooms. 


Players in the Shakespearean tab which opened in the Merrie England 
concession, World’s Fair, last week, are facing an embarrassing problem, 
and se is the management. The Globe theatre, where the shows are given, 
is said to be a replica of the old London house where the Bard’s plays were 
originally presented, but has no washrooms. Same goes for the cafe and 
bar, so that visitors and those employed in the concession are also incon- 
venienced. While there are apparently enough comfort stations on the 
grounds, other large concessions are also not equipped with enough re- 


Complaint of the condition in ‘England’ has been made to Equity and 
the management was advised that proper accommodations must be supplied. 





In response to letters asking why he does not review shows, George 


| Holland, in his column, ‘Boston After Dark,’ which appears in the Boston 
American, has commented again on being barred from Shubert houses for 


He starts with the query of how can those man- 


agers ‘who must resent the withdrawal of cultural and artistic privileges 
| to some of the people of Germany, reconcile their use of power in barring 
| American citizens (this one included) from theatres they own and operate?’ 


diagnosis. 





The columnist particularly resents being prevented from viewing plays 
of other producers that are booked into Shubert houses. 
offense was writing an honest opinion of a bad Shubert show, adding the 
managers control most of the Hub’s legiters. 
shows for the American. She’s its drama editor. 


Holland says his 


Peggy Doyle is covering 





Franklyn Underwood, formerly general manager for Oliver Morosco 
when the showman was an active Broadway producer, has been in the 
Doctor's hospital, N. Y., for the past several weeks, during which time 
visitors were not permitted. An abdominal obstruction is the reported 


In recent seasons Underwood has been connected with the 20th-Fox 
New York offices, passing on scripts and material. 








Nix by Equity May Force 
Mady Christians to Coast 


Mady Christians is 
two new plays for the fall. One 
is ‘Lora Garnett,’ by Leslie and 
Sewell Stokes, authors of ‘Oscar 
Wilde,’ and the other is ‘Viceroy 
Sarah.’ Dame May Whitty may play 
Queen Ann in the latter, with Miss 





presenter. 

Miss Christians is also mulling a 
Hollywood offer for the summer. 
She had intended doing several 
strawhat dates, including ‘Anna 
Christie’ at Stockbridge, Mass., and 
Westport, Conn., but Equity refused 
to waive its six-month alien actor 
rule, although Miss Christians’ final 
naturalization papers will go through 
in September. Actress recently 
wound up an extensive engagement 
in the Maurice Evans revivals of 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Henry IV.’ 


College Plays 
TAKE IT STRAIGHT 


{Scotch and Soda Club) 
(CARNEGIE TECH) 
Pittsburgh, May 12. 


Second annual revue of Carnegie Tech 
Scoteh and Soda Club; sketches by 
Bayly, John Biankenchip, 
Hazel Shermet, 





Janet 
Robert Finkel, 
John Viahos, Clay Yurdin 


and Grey Lockwood; music and lyrics, Ed- 
ward Sweadner, Nick Lomakin, Odie Mc- 
Nemerie, John Blankencdip, Ellen Ross, 
Wally Ingalls, Janet Bayly, Clay Yurdin 


and Hazel Shermet; staged by Buss Fein- 
blatt; dance director, Shirley Mae Brown; 
sets, Russ Cameron; orchestra under direc- 
tion of Fred Graff; presented at Carnegie 
Music Hall, Pittsburgh, May 11-12; $2 top. 


Principals: Grey Lockmood, Bob Jeans, 
Roland Kraus, Jack Gilson, Bob Finkel, 
Norma Shea, Margie McCann, O. J. Kee- 
ney, Aida Squitari, Mike Patronic, Don 


Campbell, Samuel Liff, Victor Chapin, John 
Binkenchp, Richard Sisson, Madeline Mar- 
cus, Virginia Sinclair, Edwin Seldin, Gor- 
don Tuell, Edward Hunt, Cora Steen, Jack 
O’Hare, Marvin Ejinborn, Wally Ingalls, 
Maynard Samson, Esther Jane Coryell, 
Janet Bayly, Shirley Mae Brown, Hazel 
Shermet, Richard Felver, Robert Gammon, 
Hugh Smith, Dale Stuhl, Florence Craig- 
head, Constance White, Harold Dunn, Jack 


Lee, Paul Friedlander, Richard Swab, 
Wayne Yeknich, Frank Silber, Herbert 
Browar, Lottie Phillips, William Pfouts, 


Molly Van Ameringum, 

Chorus: Flo Gibbons, Jeanne Howard, 
Dorothy MacDonald, Jane Robinson, Mary 
Sullivan, Sally Yates, Bob Challener, Paul 
Hughes, Charles Kirkbride, Ward Powell, 
Jack Satterfield, Ed Taylor. 





For a college effort, “Take It 
Straight’ gets by. Starts out in smash 
fashion, but shoots its bolt after first 
half hour and thereafter makes the 
usual mistakes of college shows. 
Sketches are overwritten, which is 
too bad since most of them possess 
swell ideas, and the superficial gag- 
ging lets them down. 

It’s a mistake to start out with 
the FDR satire since it’s the best 
thing in the show, thereafter every- 
thing can’t help but be a letdown. 
Skit is an encyclopedia of the usual 
Rooseveltana, but smartly written, 
and a lot of it would do credit to 
professional writers. It also has the 
advantage of a corking impression of 
the president by Grey Lockwood, a 
swell Sistie and Buzzie by Norma 
Shea and Bob Finkely and a first- 
rate Eleanor in Marge McCann. 
Whole thing’s a continuous howl 
over the 20 minutes it consumes. 

Other featured skits are a satire 
on Brenda Frazier, which is pretty 
draggy and never realizes its possi- 
bilities; an Antony and Cleopatra 
burlesque that has some good mo- 
ments, but overstays its welcome, 
and a day at the International Art 
Exhibit, featuring six Tech football 
stars as the Dead End Kids. Latter 
is another that could be standout, 
but for an overlong speculation on 
the humor of visitors’ day. In this, 
paintings talk back and forth to each 
other when nobody’s around, with 
gags spotty; good when they’re good, 
but awful when they’re bad, which, 
unfortunately, is most of the time. 

Music is an integral part of each 
skit. and score’s high spots are the 
‘So Blue’ number in Antony-Cleo- 
patra and ‘I’m Under Your Spell’ 
during the Frazier party. Both sound 
promising, even though they’re not 
particularly well delivered here, 
voices for the most part being pretty 
weak, 

Mixed chorus is well trained and 
scores on several occasions while 
show also spills a flock of excellent 
between- sketch specialties. Some of 
‘em are purely campus in content, 
but still okay to the outsider, with 
bets bits being contributed by Hazel 
Shermet, in a burlesaue of a wheezy 
prima; Shirley Mae Brown, with her 
hoofing number, anda T -e Stooges 
routine involving a kiltied quartet. 
Show also includes a comic ballet 
that ends on a gag, colorful but 
rather meaningless in content. 

There’s also a good intermission 
gag in which the coach gives four 
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Christians as the Duchess of Marl-| 
borough. Bela Blau would be the)! 
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House Rep. Hits Boudoir Diplomat, 
Other ‘Salaciously Titled FTP Plays 





Washington, May 16. 

The Federal Theatre Project may 
be down but not out this week after 
a series of smashing blows from 
critics of the WPA—some of which 
allegedly were delivered below the 
belt. 

In ‘a few words about the Federal 


Theatre Project,’ Representative 
Dewey Short, Missouri Republican, 
squawked about ‘suggestive or 


salacious’ titles to plays produced by 
the relief setup. 

Naughty names have been selected 
in a ‘partial list’ of plays put on by 
the FTP, accoraing to Short’s tirade 
over a CBS hookup. Cited the fol- 
lowing as a sample of ‘vulgar and 
villainous activities which the peo- 
ple of the U. S. must be taxed for: 

‘Bill of Divorcement’; ‘The Bishop 
Misbehaves’; ‘The Budoir (spelled 
this way in Short’s speech, which 
was put out by the Republican Na- 
tional Committee) Diplomat’; ‘Co- 
Respondent Unknown’; ‘Companion- 
mate Maggie’; ‘Just a Love Nest’; 
‘The King and the Chorus Girl’; 
‘Lend Me Your Husband’; ‘Love ’Em 
and Leave ‘Em’; ‘Old Captain 
Romeo’s Four Wives’; ‘Ruling Pas- 
sion’; ‘Suppressed Desires’; “Three 
Ways to Rob a Lady’ and ‘Up in 
Mabel’s Room.’ 

Enumerates Cost 

Short enumerated the cost of FTP 
at $7,000,000 in 1936; $15,500,000 in 
1937; ‘a little over’ $11,500,000 in 
1938, and $7,500,000 for the fiscal 
year of 1939, up to February. Ex- 
pense of the project is ‘appalling’ 
the Missourian declared, running at 
the rate of $10,000,000 a year and 
‘at present giving employment to ap- 
proximately 8,145 persons.’ 

‘There are 21 projects now under 
way with anywhere from one to a 
dozen or more companies in each 
project. The average wage is $91 a 
month. Some 25 workers received 
salaries in excess of $250 a month,’ 
Short screamed. ‘Of the 8,000-odd 
FTP workers, approximately 3,500 
are in New York and about 1,500 in 


California, The third largest group 
is in Chicago. 
While 200 Harvard University 


professors battled to retain the FTP 
as a contributory factor to Ameri- 
can art, George J. Shillito, Govern- 
ment investigator, stated that he had 
uncovered in Cincinnati productions 
have mixed white and colored casts, 
From Franklin C. Raymond, direc- 
tor, he learned that WPA had 
rented a building at $225 a month 
and remodeled it into a theatre, to 
(Continued on page 46) 


DECISION RESERVED ON 
‘SOMEONE’ INJUNCTION 


Decision was reserved in the ‘I 
Must Love Someone’ proceedings, 
aimed by Jack Kirkland to stop 
Martin Jones, manager of the Van- 
derbilt, New York, from ousting the 
play on the grounds that it’s vulgar 
and lewd. Application for an in- 
junction was heard before Justice 
Bernard Shientag in N. Y. supreme 
court Thursday (11). 

The judge ordered additional affi- 
davits submitted. 


‘My Heart’ Out 


‘My Heart's in the Highlands,’ 
done experimentally by the Group 
Theatre and placed on subscription 
by the Theatre Guild, closes Satur- 
day (20) at the Guild, New York, 
after five weeks. Part of press 
greeted the short play with en- 
thusiasm but playgoers’ reaction was 
the reverse. 

















MY HEART’S IN THE HIGHLANDS 

Opened April 13, °’39. Most 
sharply divided opinions of the 
season greeted this William Sa- 
royan fantasy. None of the 
critics professed to understand 
the play, but Brown (Post) found 
it ‘poignant, charming’ and At- 
kinson (Times) called it an 
‘amusing, tender whimsical poem’ 
which is ‘wholly enchanting.’ In 
contrast, Mantle (News) quoted 
one of Saroyan’s own comments 
about a film, in which the author 
had written, ‘What is the God 
damn meaning of all this stuff?’ 
Coleman (Mirror) termed it a 
‘surrealist cross-word puzzle’ not 
worth bothering to solve. Va- 
riety (Ibee) said, ‘Commercially, 
it does not seem to have a 
chance.’ 











(Continued on page 46) 
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Chicago Breezy; ‘Skylark’ $12,500, 
Holiday’ $18,300, Children’ $14,000 








Chicago, May 16. 

Skylark’ shutters at the Harris and 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ calls_ it 
quits at the Grand here Saturday 
(20). The ‘Holiday’ tour winds up 
with the closing here while ‘Skylark’ 
resumes early next season. 

‘My Dear Children’ was treated 
well by the critics last week, and 
following the week advance sale due 
to poor out-of-town reports, business 
began picking up after the local 
papers hit the stands. 

Stock opened at the Civic theatre 
Sunday (14) when J. Charles Gilbert 
brought in ‘Petticoat Fever’, head- 
lining Guy Roberston. Each show 
will run three weeks, 10 perform- 
ances weekly. Second show is 
scheduled to be ‘13th Chair’, with 
Margaret Wycherly. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Knickerbocker Holiday’, Grand 
(3d week) (1,300; $3.30). Originally 
slated for three weeks only, . the 


musical will hold for another and 
final session. Fine $18,500 last week. 

‘My Dear Children’, Selwyn (lst 
week) (1,000; $2.75). John Barry- 
more sold the show to the first night 
mob here and show built smartly to 
$14,000 following the notices. 

*Skylark’, Harris (3d week) (1,000; 
$2.75). Originally skedded for only 
a fortnight here, Gertrude Lawrence 
show will make it four weeks lo- 
cally. Slid a bit last week but man- 
aged to get $12,500. 

WPA 


‘Awake and Sing’, Great Northern. 
In Yiddish. 

‘Hamlet’, Blackstone. Ian Keith 
drew fine notices and show is a 
cinch for a fine play during three- 
week stay. 


Pitt Legit Got $310,000 
This Year in 24 Weeks; 
$40,000 Under ’37-38 


Pittsbur’ > May 16. 

The total 24-week gross for the le- 
git season at the Nixon this year 
was around $310,000, more than 10% 
under the 1937-38 take. However, 
last season had two more weeks and 
did better than $350,000. 

George M. Cohan in ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right’ pulled down season’s high 
with better than $32,000, while 
‘What a Life’ was low for year at 
$4,600. Biggest surprise was return 
of ‘Tobacco Road’ for ninth time at 
$1.50 top for a gross of $17,500, al- 
most $10,000 above show’s take in 
1937. ‘Women’ came back twice dur- 
ing season, playing to $6,700 at $2.50 
and later to $12,000 at $1, and other 
returns were ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’ and ‘Blossom Time.’ 

Season again proved that town 
won’t go for a new show without a 
Broadway rep, no matter how good 
it is, and even regardless of star. 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘Herod and 
Mariamne’ was a flop, and so was 
Tallulah Bankhead’s “Little Foxes,’ 

laying tryout engagement here. 

tter did only around $7,000. It 
was the same a season ago, when 
‘Star Wagon,’ ‘Shadow and Sub- 
starce’ and ‘Once Is Enough’ all died 
here and then went on to click 
in N.Y. 

Nixon is remaining open until late 
next month, with one-night rentals 
to dancing schools and musical so- 
cieties, and Tom Kenyon is keep- 
ing ATS office open for subscription 
applications, 











$212,000 In St. Levis 
St. Louis, May 16. 

Legit season here of 18 weeks 
closed with a gross of $212,000, al- 
though the American theatre, this 
town’s sole legiter, was shuttered for 
10 weeks. Season opened Oct. 22 
with ‘Pins and Needles’ and closed 
with ‘My Dear Children’, which saw 
the marital split up between John 
Barrymore and Elaine Barrie. With 
scale hiked for New Year's eve, ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right’ copped banner take 
of $35,000 in 8 performances. ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ was the 
season’s flop, garnering only $5,000. 

‘Tobacco Road’ returned for the 
fifth time in three years and carted 
away $14,000. 


2D ‘KISS BOYS’ STURDY 
IN CLEVE. WITH $9,000 


Cleveland, May 16. 

Spasmodic weather, an offseason 
and crix who tore into second com- 
ay couldn’t stop ‘Kiss Boys Good- 

ye’ from rolling up a good gross 
for seven performances at the Han- 
na last week. 

Got off strong and pulled in a 
néar-capacitv house on last night of 
five-day stand. Comedy marked the 
finale of the Hanna’s season. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Hanna: (1,- 
435; $2.50 top). Welli-liked farce did 
better than some mid-winter shows, 
about $9,000, above average for 
seven performances. 











+ 


ROBITSCHEK PITCHES 
LEGIT VENTURE IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 16, 

Kurt Robitschek and Benny Ross, 
as the California Theatrical Produc- 
tion Co., will produce stage shows 
here. 

First venture is ‘Hot Off the Press,’ 
a revue going into rehearsal in two 
weeks. Company is dickering for 
the Ei Capitan theatre. 


D’Oyly Finale In 
Boston Big 236; 
Steed’ H.0,, 8146 


Boston, May 16. 

The D’Oyly Carte Co. closed a 
bonanza four-week engagement here 
and, simultaneously, its U. S. tour 
for this season, Saturday (13). 
‘White Steed’ caught on during its 
first week, and stays for at least one 
more frame, sans opposition, except 
for ‘Lucy Stone’, a WPA production. 

‘Streets of Paris’, new Shubert- 
Olsen and Johnson revue, is now 
slated for May 29 opening. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte, Colonial (4th-final 
week) (1,643; $3.30). Finished with 
boom $23,000. 

‘White Steed’, Wilbur (Ist week) 
(1,227; $2.20). Opening week strong 
enough to warrant. holdover. Okay, 
$8,500. 

‘Frank Fay’s Show’, Shubert (2d 
week) (1,590; $2.20). Never hit the 
groove in two weeks here. Second 
week, tepid $5,000. 


‘ROAD’ BACK IN L.A., 
92D STAND ON TOUR 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Current repeat of “Tobacco Road’ 
at the Biltmore, where it opened last 
night (Monday) for three weeks, is 
92d stand of company, headed by 
John Barton, since tour started in 
Hudson City,*N. J., Sept. 4 last. 
During its season, company, which 
is only one on road, has played in 
20 states. 

‘Road, following the Biltmore 
date, plays week of one-nighters in 
California, en route for three-week 
repeat at the Curran, Frisco. North- 
west bookings follow, with company 
then heading east, to wind up sea- 
son in Kansas City in late Septem- 
ber. 


‘Kiss Boys’ Winds Up 
In L.A. With $8,500 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

The ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ third 
company wound up two satisfactory 
weeks at the Biltmore Sunday (14), 
with house dark until Monday (22), 
when ‘Tobacco Road’ moves in for 
three-week repeat. ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ reopened yesterday (15) for a 
week at El Capitan, where it played 
three profitable weeks recently be- 
fore going to San Francisco. Frank 
McGlynn replaced Thomas Findlay 
in cast. 

Second annual Los Angeles Civic 
Light Opera’ Festival opened (15) 
with ‘The Desert Song.’ May 22 
brings ‘A Waltz Dream; May 29, 
‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ and fina) pro- 
duction, ‘Gypsy Baron,’ opens June 
5. Federal Theatre Project’s “T'wo-a- 
Day’ wound up 29 weeks at the 
Solty weed Playhouse (14) and 
moves to Frisco for indefinite stay. 
Project’s longest run vehicle, ‘Run 
Lil Chillun,’ closed Saturday (13) at 
the Mayan after 44 weeks and re- 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
Hollywood Playhouse for four 
weeks. With dates in San Diego and 
Long Beach to come, ‘Chillun’ will 
ony SB nearly solid year, record 
for P anywhere. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Kiss Beys Geodbye,’ Biltmore 
(1,654; $2.75) (2d week). Steady, 
with first stanza okay $8,500. 

WPA 

‘Excursien,’ Belasco. Sticks an- 
other two weeks. 

‘Run, Lil Chillun,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse. 























‘HOT MIKADO’ HAS EDGE 


‘Swing’ May Return te Chicage 
Under Private Auspices 








‘Swing Mikado,’ which was taken 
over from the WPA theatre project, 
now in its third week at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., showed no improve- 
ment last week. Takings at $2.20 
top were estimated around $4,000 
which indicates red operation but 
the engagement under the manage- 
ment -of Bernard Ulrich and Mel- 
ville Ericson may extend beyond the 
four weeks originally arranged. Un- 
derstood the management is contem- 
plating taking the colored cast musi- 
cal back to Chicago where it orig- 
inally started under the relief proj- 
ect auspices and where it drew big 
attendance. 

The Auditorium there which Ul- 
rich formerly managed is mentioned 
as a possibility but that spot is said 
to be booked by a group which will 
effer pop priced attractions during 
the summer. If the ‘Swing’ Gilbert 
and Sullivan outfit repeats in Chi- 
cago plan is to reduce the admission 
scale, reverting to the original $1.10 
top. 

‘Hot Mikado’ at the Broadhurst is 
faring fairly this week, there being 
some improvement in takings last 
week, principally attributed to a 
sell-out to a social organization. 
Takings were claimed around $13,- 
000. Capacity at $3.30 top is $22,- 
000 or better weekly but an operat- 
ing profit is indicated since open- 
ing. 


LA’s FTP ‘Chillun’ 
Moves to H’weod 
Fer Record Sked 


Hollywood, May 16. 

‘Run Li'l Chillun,’ Federal Thea- 
tre Project's most prosperous play, 
moves into the Playhouse Thursday 
(18) after a run of 44 weeks at the 
downtown Mayan theatre. 

‘Chillun’ is replacing “Two-a-Day,’ 
which closed its 29th week at the 
Playhouse Sunday night (14) and 
moved to San Francisco. Negro play 
is booked for four weeks at the 
Playhouse, to be followed by a split 
week in San Diego and Long Beach, 
an all-time record for FTP produc- 
tions here. 


‘MICE’ OK $8,000 SANS 
OPPOSITION IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 16. 

Only show in town this week is 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’, currently at the 
Geary after several weeks in Los 
Angeles. ‘Of Mice and Men’, with 
Wallace Ford and Isabel Jewell, 
folded at the Geary Saturday (13), 
winding up three weeks. ‘Run Lil 
Chillun’ folded the same night at the 
Alcazar where this Federal Theatre 
Project offering had been holding 
forth for 18 weeks. Plan to move 
‘Chillun’ to the Federal Theatre on 
Treasure Island has been nixed. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Geary (3d-final 
week) (1,550; $2.75). Absence of 
opposition from ‘Our Town’, which 
blew town after two weeks at the 
Curran next door, helped somewhat 
last week, got $8,000. Show returns 
to Los Angeles for one week. 














WPA 

‘Run Lil Chillun,’ Alcazar (18th- 
final week) (1,269; $1.65). Played to 
capacity biz during its final week. 
The biggest hit FTP had staged here 
and could have continued for several 
weeks. “Two a Day.’ cavalcade of 
Vaudeville, which FTP staged so 
successfully in Los Angeles, comes 
into the Alcazar Thursday (18). 


Current Road Shows 


(Week o° May 15) 








‘Affairs of Anatol’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. 

Frank Fay Vaudeville—His Majes- 
ty’s, Montreal. 

‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis King, 
Vera Zorina)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Cass, 
Detroit (14-20). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Geary, 
San Francisco. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ ‘(Walter 
Huston )—Greand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Read’ — Rialto, Tucson, 
Ariz. (15); Orpheum, Phoenix, Ariz. 
(16); Savoy, San Diego (18-20). 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 
Capito}, Ottawa (15); Utica, Utica 
(16); Masonic Auditorium, Rochester 
(17); Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford 
(18); Playhouse, Providence (19-20). 

‘White Steed’—-Wilbur, Boston. 





Bway Again Sings 


ND 


the Fair Blues; 


‘Hellz’ Leads, $29,600; Way’ 256, 
But Story 236, Comedy’ 206, OK 





There has been little change in 
the Broadway slump since the open- 
ing of the World’s Fair. Last week’s 
grosses generally did not drop fur- 
ther, though some shows did, while 
there were several moderate in- 
creases. Musicals still were off, with 
the exception of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
which varied only by a few hundred 
dollars. 

First test of weather reaction on 


was seen Saturday 
rained. However, that wasn’t con- 
clusive. Showmen figured that in- 
clement weather would keep down 
attendance at the Fair, and therefore 
benefit theatres. But it was further 
indicated that there are compara- 
tively few visitors in town. The 
agencies expected a cleanup during 
the afternoon but it cleared before 
evening curtain and demand for 
tickets slowed way down. Brokers 
who were optimistic up to then 
ended up by cutting prices to make 
some saving on tickets held beyond 
the b.o. return deadline. 

Number of claimed grosses are 
seen as being more than the actual 
takings. 
closings and only one is slated out 
this week, 

Incoming attractions, of which are 
three this week, will face a severe 
test in the present going and it’s in- 
dicated they must be exceptional 
to make the grade. 

One capacity drama was conceded 
last week, ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ 
with $23,000. Nearest to it was ‘No 
Time for Comedy,’ close to $20,000, 
but not actual capacity. Other 
straight-show leaders turned in good, 
but ‘receding, totals. ‘Hellz’ got 
$29,600 and topped the field, with 
‘The American Way’ around $25,000. 

Due next week is ‘Susanna, Don’t 
You Cry,’ at the Beck, where it will 
alternate with ‘The Devil and Daniel 
Webster’ ‘(both operettas) and a 
ballet; also opening is ‘Clean Beds,’ 
Golden. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Hlineis,’ Plymouth 
(31st week) (D-1,036; $3.39). One of 
Broadway’s top. attractions; has 
nearly spanned season, but still get- 
ting real coin; eased off somewhat 
last week to $16,500. 


‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (26th 
week) (M-1,325; $3.30). Musicals 
have been slipping for some time; 
no exception here; over $11,000, 
weak compared to previous pace. 


‘Day in the Sun,’ Biltmore (lst 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Presented by 
Forbes Dawson; writte.. by Edward 
R. Sammis and Ernest V. Heyn; 
opened yesterday (Tuesday). 


‘Family Portrait,’ Morosco (llth 
week) (D-691; $2.20). May have had 
better chance earlier in season; seri- 
ous work drawing modestly with 
takings again around $5,000; hardly 
enough. 

‘Hellzapeppin’, Winter Garden 
(25th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Leads 
the list again; variance comparatively 
slight; quoted at $29,600 with no 
other musical close; still selling out. 

‘Hot Mikado,’ Broadhurst (9th 
week) (M-1,116; $3.30). Gross up 
mostly by virtue of sellout party 
one night; not exceptional, but 
turned a profit at $13,000. 


‘I Must Leve Someone,’ Vanderbilt 
(15th week) (C-800; $3.30). House 
trying to oust show, which has 
drawn weakly; around $3,500. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Miller (34th 
week) (C-944; $3.30). Not so good 
last week; around $6,500, about even 
break; should improve next month. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (28th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Claimed 
some improvement, but, like most 
musicals, considerably off earlier 
pace; around $20,000 and earned fair 
profit. 


‘Mamba’s 


(13) when it 


Daughters, Empire 
(20th week) (D-1,099; $3.30). Has 
done rather well, but if business 
does not improve, will call it a sea- 
son soon; $9, 

‘My Heart’s in the Highlands,’ 
Guild (6th week) (D-914; $2.20). 
Final week, as Guild subscriptions 


book credit rather than coin. 


(5th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Not 
quite a sellout; approached $20,000 
again; exceptional in present going. 

‘One for the Money,’ Booth (15th 
week) (R-708; $3.85). Expects sum- 
mer patronage; intimate revue bet- 
tered $10,000; some pickup. 

‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Majestic 
(15th week) (M-1,717; $3.30). Not 


cellently, but affected lately; quoted 
around $15,000. 


‘Swing Mikdeo,’ 44th Street 
week) (M-1,325; $2.20). Getting very 
little, mostly from cut rates; may 


of town; $4,000 estimated. 
‘The American Way, Center (17th 





week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Regarded 
having good chance with World’s | 


show business since the Fair opened | 


There were no additional | 


will have been taken care of; $6,000; 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore | 


much difference in pace; started ex- | 


(3d | 


stay several weeks and then go out | 


Fair visitors; off like most others in 
past two weeks; $25,000 profitable 
| for high-cost show. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (14th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Somewhat 
| affected, too, but should be among 
summer holdovers; last week around 
$16,000, big. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(8th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Tops 
straight shows, except ‘American 
Way, which is a spectacle; $23,000 
and would have gotten more save 
for party. 

‘The Brewn Danube,’ Lyceum (ist 
week) (D-1,006-$3.30). Presented by 
Helen G. Bonfils and George Somnes; 
written by Burnet Hershey; opens 
tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘The Primrose Path,’ Cort (19th 
week) (CD-1,059; $3.30). Estimated 
around $5,500, not enough; nut will 
be revised; hoping for June pickup. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest (284th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Around 
$3,000, but even break claimed; also 
figures on expo biz. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (57th 
| week) (C-1,050; $3.30). With cast- 
sharing plan, there’s m. -ey in the 
bank; slightly over $3,000, which 
shades operating cost. 

REVIVAL 


‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (22d 
| week) (D-873; $3.30). No complaint 
from managerial end; business better 
than $6,500 again and profitable both 


ways. 
ADDED 


‘The Devil and Daniel “Vebster,’ 
Beck (lst week) (O-1,214; $3.30). 
Presented by American Lyric Thea- 
tre Corp; written and composed by 
Stephen Vincent Benet and Douglas 
Moore; opens tomorrow (Thursday). 

‘Mexicana,’ 46th Street (5th week) 
(R-1,375; $3.30). Imported revue has 
drawn rather mildly to date; areund 
$5,500 estimated for Mexican gov- 
ernment-sponsored show. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(76th week), Claimed virtual ca- 
pacity last week; at reduced top of 
$2.20, around $5,500. 

WPA 


‘Life and Death of an American,’ 
Elliot; due Friday (19). 

‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 

‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 


‘Angel’ Hot 246, 
Rocket’ $5,000, 
Philly s Wind-Up 


hia, May 16. 
season, which 








Philadel fee teat 
phia’s 
has been ‘closed’ a couple of times, 
but was a is again due 
to fold, this time Saturday night (20). 

Windu , Promises to be okay if 
last week's pace is maintained b 
town’s two remaining shows. 4 
Married An Angel’ got rave notices 
and turned in an excellent gross. 
Group Theatre’s ‘Rocket to A 
which got $5,000 in its first week at 
the ae is also advertising 
‘final week’, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘I Married An Angel,’ Forrest (ist 
week) (2,000; $3.30), Rave notices 
and a very meee anaes. poten how- 
ever, represen plenty of vacanci 
downstairs. - <i 


‘Rocket to the Moon’, Erlanger (ist 
ery B, -~ _—, poy} notices 
u week’s scan doesn’ 
indicate further holdover, rtd 


Farnsworth Back In 
o e 
_ Production With Hayman, 
. . 
Greening, Besides Law 

William P. Farnsworth, who was 
on the administrative end of the 
| WPA theatre project and previously 
,an administrator of the NRA legit 
,code, recently announced resump- 
,tion of his law practice, but is also 
soing back into show business. He 
_ will be associated in the production 
_end with Harry Hayman and George 
|Greening. Latter had an interest in 
‘Sailor Beware, while Hayman and 
| Farnsworth were managerial part- 
,ners for about 10 years. Their most 
successful venture on Broadway was 
‘The Big Pond.’ 

Trio will have the backing of Ca- 
nadian businessmen. It's stated they 
secured the financing for six plays 


and are slated to start operating dur- 
ing the summer. 
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Word Pay Tops 


Reader’s Digest has a staff editor 
and writer, Webb Waldron, in West- 
port, Conn., from where he contacts 
newspapermen throughout the coun- | 
try for articles. Sometimes R. D.| 
merely takes suggestions and pays 
for them. For suggestions only $200 
was paid to Norman D. Christensen, 
of the Minneapolis Tribune; to John 
Lear, Associated Press, and to A. L. 
Baerman, Detroit Free Press, for 
material that formed basis for ar- 
ticles. A $100 went to E. B. Garnett, | 
Kansas City Star; to Kenneth Mc- | 





Milton Dubin, Brooklyn newspaper- | 
man. These got $50: Charles Q.'! 
Molz, Detroit News, A. L. Baermann, | 
Detroit Free Press, Russell H.|! 
Reeves, Cleveland Plain Dealer, San- | 
ford Nolan, Houston Chronicle, John | 
P. Leacacos, Cleveland Plain enamel 
Eugene Rutland, Memphis Commer- 
cial Appeal. These four freelancers 
received $25: A. J. Patch, Paul Flow- 
ers, Katherine Jofihson, Harold 
Montayne. Figured on word rateage 
this pay tops any magazine in the 
country. Suggestions in many cases 
were only fact finding in a few hun- 
dred words. 





L, A. Purge Kicks Back 


What started as a wrestling in- 
vestigation and developed into a 
purge of Los Angeles. sporting 
writers now threatens to become a 
legal blast with farflung echoes in 
the newspaper business. One of the 
évacuated scribes is fetching a law- 
suit, charging defamation of charac- 
ter, and the rest of the boys are 
keeping their ears glued to the 
ground. 

Eight writers were tossed off the 
L. A. Examiner payroll and other 
staffs were depleted to a smaller de- 
gree when Lou Daro, grappling pro- 
moter, told the state legislators 
about the various moneys he had 
showered on the sports writers to 
promote good will. Publishers were 
intent on still more purging until 
they discovered it would cost them 
a flock of dough. Most of the pros- 
prective purgees were entitled to 
severance pay running up to six 
months, which would have put a 
crimp in the editorial bankroll. Now 
the Newspaper Guild threatens to 
sue for the severance money coming 
to the men who were fired in the 
opening blast. Meanwhile all the 
newspapermen in town are awaiting 
the outcome of the defamation suit. 
They want to find out how much a 
sporting writer can collect on his 
character, 


Stern-Annenberg Rivalry 


New afternoon daily wil be estab- 
lished in Camden, N. J., early in the 
fall by M. L. Annenberg, Philly In- 
quirer publisher. It will be tagged 
either the Camden Herald or South 
Jersey Herald, vith the latter name 
understood favored, as it will cover 
ev rything from Camden to the 
shore, 

Sheet will be in opposition to J. 
D.vic Stern’s Camden Courier-Post, 
which for many years has had exclu- 
sive sailing in the territory. New- 
comer will be a blow to Stern, for 
despite the financial ups and downs 
‘of his Philadelphia Record and New 
York Post, the Camden papers could 
always be counted upon to show a 
profit. 


| cier, 





Bitter rivalry of Stern and An- 
nenberg in Philly has already ex- 
tended across the river, since the In- 

‘quirer, to pave the way for the new 
paper, has already started to put out 
a South Jersey edition. It merely 

‘adds several pages of news from the 
sector t. the regular state edition, 
but it is understood that it will be 
e>.tended until the Herald becomes a 
logical offshoot. 





N. Y. Mirror Seen Afected 

One of the first actions of the new 
Hearst setup headed by John S. 
Brookes, Jr., is reputed edict to the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror that henceforth 
it’s ‘on its own.’ Morning tab will 
have to pay its way, or else. 

Reports still persist that the Jour- 
nal-American, Hearst evening paper 
in N. Y., is to go tab, wih best bet 
that in doing so the sheet will swal- 
low the Mirror, as it did the Ameri- 
can. 


Election of Brookes as prez of | 


American Newspapers, Inc., the 
Hearst publishing properties, de- 
signed for more stringent economies 
and complete tightening up. 





Bronx Home News Probated 

Will of the late James O'Flaherty, 
founder and publisher of the Bronx 
(N. Y.) Home News, who died April 
19, bequeathed corporation holdings 
to his wife and other relatives and 
to a number of individuals who 
worked with him. John P. Fitz- 
maurice, prez of the publishing com- 
pany, gets 10%; Charles S. Horgan, 


sec, 11%; Harry Goodwin, editor, 


-_——— 


| 7, and S, Sanford Model, ad man- | 


ager, 5%. Widow 
balance to relatives. 

Trust set up for administration 
of the paper, with Fitzmaurice, Hor- | 
gan and Goodwin as trustees. Three | 
are also executors of the estate, | 


gets 51%, with} 





Rochester News Sold 


Rah-Rah Libel Suits 
George White, Jr., and William B. 


$20,000 suits in N.Y. supreme court 
yesterday (Tuesday) against Hillman 
Periodicals, Inc., Art Color Printing 
Co., Inc., American News Co., Inc., 





| proofreader of 
and Sussie Knolls for libel and de-| Times for 38 years, died there May 


famation of character. The plaintiffs 


and publisher in 1935. Widow, father 
and a sister survive. 

Harry Daniel Sallada, 68, head 
the Los Angeles 


10. He had been with the paper 


Rochester (N. Y.) Evening News, Claim libel in the October, 1938, is- since 1894. 


which has been in hands of George 
W. Hinman as temporary trustee for | 
the M. & K. Publishing Co., Inc., | 
has been sold to Rochester Evening 
News, Inc., a new company headed 


and publisher. Stockholders include 
Edwin A. Kreckman, sports editor 
and a stockholder under the former 


setup, and Frank D. Webster, finan- 


McShane was publisher when the 
paper started publication last August 
but was ousted in an internal clash. 

Sale price approved by U. S. Dis-| 
trict Judge Harold P. Burke was 
$5,000 for the lease on the building 
formerly occupied by the Rochester 
Journal-American and other assets 
except accounts receivable. Liabili- 
ties of the M. & K, Co. were $129,- 
000 and it is said to have owed em- 
ployees more than $5,000 in back 
salaries. 








Cross-Sea Contacts 

Mary J. Young, also known as 
Careese Crosby, who's been active in 
book publishing both in this coun- 
try and in France, has formed an 
organization to facilitate interna- 
tional exchange of scribblers and 
literary material. Associated with 
her is Polly W. Peabody, with the 
enterprise to be known as Contacts. 
Not exactly a literary agency, but 
rather one for specialized aid. 

In Paris, Miss Young headed the 
Black Sun Press, publishers of books 
in English, Since returning to this 
country she’s done some publishing 
here on her own, and has also been 
affiliated with Dial Press. 





No More French in Moscow 


French-language newspaper, Jour- 
nal de Moscou, published by the 
Soviet gavernment, halted publica- 
tion last week. Suspension of the 
daily, which was published in Mos- 
cow, said to be in line with new 
foreign policy of the government. 

Publication in French was to en- 
able interested foreigners to get gov- 
ernment’s attitude on international 
affairs. Strengthening of national- 
istic policy will oblige foreigners to 
get their news in Russian—if they 
can, 








Importance Note 


William Morrow has sold the 
French publishing rights to “Under 
Cover Man” by John Wilstach. That 
sounded important to the writer, but 
he looked at the check from the 
agency and almost fainted. The 
starving translator got half, the rest 
divided between publisher and au- 
thor, but the latter had to list this 
intake under petty cash. French 
books, in paper covers, sell at low 
prices, but the editions are large. 

An_ international puzzle: French 
authors receive good American roy- 
alties. 





Visual Pulitzer Prizes 


Step-by-step pictorial account of 
the selections of the 1939 Pulitzer 
awards contained in the current is- 
sue of The Independent Journal of 
Columbia University, issued by the 
school’s Graduate School of Journal- 
ism. 

Issue, subtitled ‘The Pulitzer 
Prizes: an Explanation in Pictures,’ 
shows photographically how the 
awards are determined upon, from 
the time an entry comes in until the 





| with a Mary Roberts Rinehart Mys- 
| tery Prize Contest to continue until 
' Oct. 31. 
had a whodunit novel published, 
| with $1,000 in advance royalties the 
' prize. 


prizes are announced, 





Re: ‘Mein Kampf’ Royalty 


Reynal & Hitchcock, holders of the 
American copyright to Hitler’s ‘Mein 
Kampf,’ who are taking legal action 
against every unauthoriz.d publica- 
tion of the work, extending their 
efforts even to Canada. 

Promptly upon the appearance in 
that country of a 10-cent newspaper 
edition of the work, McClelland & 
Stewart, literary agents of Toronto, 
who have the Canadian copyright on 
the Reynal & Hitchcock edition, 
threatened suit. Distributors im- 
mediately withdrew. 





Whodunit Prize Contest 
Farrar & Rinehart marking the 
30th anni of the publication of Mary 
Roberts Rinehart’s first whodunit 





Open to all who've never 


Entries must go to the Farrar & 
Rinehart offices, and Mrs. Rinehart 


sue of ‘Crime Detective,’ 
written by Miss Knolls entitled 
on the Campus.’ 

Miss Knolls declared therein that 
she is a campus 


‘Sin 


ents at various colleges. Pictures 
were used to illustrate the story,!| 
and among these were photographs 
of the plaintiffs. 





Seldes Settles Libel 
The $200,000 action of 
Balabanoff against George Seldes, | 
for libel in his book, ‘Sawdust | 
Caesar,’ part of which was reprinted | 
in Ken and The Insiders World, was | 
discontinued and settled out of the | 
federal court in N. Y. The plaintiff | 
and defendant paid $1 to each other | 
in full settlement of -any claims | 
either might have. 
Previously two other actions for 
$200,000 each, against Ken and The 
Insiders World, had been settled for 
approximately $1,000. 


Angelica 





Scribbiers’ Sheet for Sale 

One of the oldest of the so-called 
writers’ mags is for sale One of the 
few legitimate publications of its 
kind, since, unlike most of the others, 
it’s not a come-6n for a correspond- 
ence course in authorship. Mag’s 
asking price is $20,000. 

Pub said to have been kept going 
all those years by means of th: pub- 
lisher’s book-selling sideline. That's 
not included in the sale, however. 





Robert Frost to Harvard 

Robert Frost, poet and Pulitzer 
Prize winner, named by Harvard 
University as the first incumbent of 
a new Ralph Waldo Emerson Fe!- 
lowship in Poetry. Goes to Harvard 
in September for two years. 

Purpose of the Fellowship is to en- 
able distinguished poets to meet in- 
formally with students interested in 
poetry, and perhaps to give formal 
courses. 





Wallace Heads Canadians 

Canadian Daily Newspapers As- 
sociation has elected William Wal- 
lace as its new prez. He’s of the 
Toronto Star. Other new officers 
are Emile Jean Le Nouvei™ste, v.p., 
and W. J. J. Butler, Toronto Globe 
& Mail, treasurer, 

Organization’s Bureau of Adver- 
tising has elected R. B. Hara, of the 
Toronto Telegram, chairman. 





San Francisce Journalism 

Record of San Francisco jour- 
nalism, on which Federal Writers 
Project has labored for some time, 
has finally borne fruit with publica- 
tion of first volume of what will be 
a series. Initial volume devoted to 
the city’s foreign-language papers. 

Whole project is entitled ‘History 
of Journalism in San Francisco.’ 
Volume 1 bears the subtitle ‘Foreign 
Journalism.’ 





NEW PERIODICALS 
New Broom publication plans to 
be a literary monthly, with Tom 
Boggs editing. 


in a story | 


habitue and de-' cuperate from an illness. 
Cormick, Detroit Free Press, and to| by Frank C. McShane as president! S¢cribed her association with 





Political Digest is name of new 
mag being readied by the Political 
Digest. Press. Organization headed 
by Benjamin David Shaw. Bows in 
within two months. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Nelson Case Metcalf, 67, city edi- 
tor of the Boston Evening Transcript 
until his retirement in 1932, died May 
9 in that city. Had served the paper 
for 28 years. Widow, daughter and 
a son survive. 

Ray McClung, 48, widely known 
California newspaperman, president 
of the Merced (Calif.) Sun-Star, died 
May 8 in Palo Alto of a heart ail- 
ment. In addition to his newspaper, 
McClung was part owner of radio 
stations KYOS, Merced, and KHSL, 
Chico. He was active in Califor- 
nia Newspaper Publishers’ Associa- 
tion and Sigma Delta Chi, profes- 
sional journalistic fraternity. Sur- 
vived by his widow, two daughters 
and a son, Carl McClung, of the Sac- 
ramento staff of the United Press. 

Agnes Foster Wright, 55. editor of 
Bride’s Magazine and wife of Rich- 
ardson Wright, editor of House and 
Garden, died May 10 in N.Y. Author 
of several books and a contribber to 
mags, she became editor of Bride's 
Magazine in 1934. In addition to her 
husband, three sisters survive. 

Herbert Porter, 49, publisher of the 
Atlanta Georgian and Sunday Amer- 
ican, died Thursday (11) in N. Y. 





after an operation. Joined the Birm- 





will pick the winner herself. 


ingham (Ala.) News in 1918, going to: 


Alexander M. Hamilton, secretary 
of the David McKay Publishing 


| Company, Philadelphia, died May 6 


in Miami, where he had gone to re- 
He is sur- 


stu- | vived by his widow, a daughter, two 


sisters and two brothers. 

Archibald O, Lampman, 40, writer 
for newspapers and mags in Canada 
and the U. S., died Sunday (14) at 
his home in Toronto. Had been a 
member of the editorial staff of the 
Toronto Star since 1927. Widow and 
three daughters survive. 

Louis Beauregard Pendleton, 78, 
author and former newspaperman, 
died Saturday (13) at his home in 
Bryn Althyn, Pa. Authored a num- 
ber of books, including biogs, novels 
and juves, and contribbed to mags. 
Was an editorial writer for the 
Macon (Ga.) Daily Telegraph for 15 
years, and also conducted a syn- 
dicated editorial service. Unmarried. 





CHATTER 


Meteor Publishing Agency formed 
by Erich Loevy. 

B. J. Hawley now head article ed 
at Cosmopolitan. 

Irving Cress has his new Progress 
Book Co, under way. 

Jack Goodman’s mag story, ‘Pretty 
Penny,’ bought by Metro. 

Putnam publishing a biog of Will 
Rogers by his cousin, Spi M. Trent. 

Hassoldt Davis has sold his novel 
of Americans in the South Seas to 
Holt. 

Madeleine Goss doing a biog of 
Maurice Ravel, the ‘Bolero’ com- 
poser. 

Widow of O. O. McIntyre returned 
last week from a round-the-world 
cruise. 

Leon Reeder has joined the edi- 
torial staff of the Hebrew Publish- 
ing Co. 

Mazo de la Roche back from Eng- 
land, and will make her home in 
Boston. 

William Corcoran new editor of 
True, new Fawcett mag of general 
subject matter. 

F. M. Tibbott in N. Y. for a brief 
spell en route to Maine, after win- 
tering in Key West. 

Arthur Davison Ficke goes to his 
Hillsdale home from Greenwich Vil- 
lage next week for a stay, 

Cass Canfield, the Harper prez, to 
London for a few weeks at the 
British offices cf his firm. 

Harold Montayne, back to Silver 
Lake, in Dutchess Co., N. Y., for 
rest of spring and summer. 

Last of the Doubleday, Doran units 
at Garden City, L. IL, have finally 
moved into the city proper. 

Abraham Goodman readying a 
new publishing enterprise under the 
name of Postal Publications. 

Elliott Arnold, of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, has placed his third novel, 
‘Only the Young,’ with Holt. 

Julian Green in from Paris for 
a month’s visit to Virginia, where 
he will work on a new novel. 

Gregory Dean, whose ‘Murder on 
Stilts’ is pubbed by Hillman-Curl 
this week, is really Jacob D. Posner. 

Brian O’Brien, who does those 
African trading thrillers, back from 
a Raymond-Whitcomb Around Africa 
cruise. 

Hugo Speck, VARIETY mugg in 
Paris, in America on a visit. Getting 
married in Frisco and back to Paris 
in mid-June. 

Raymond Leslie Buell has quit his 
other duties to become a full-time 
member of the Fortune Magazine 
editorial staff. 

Baynard Kendrick in Hartford for 
the summer, completing a new opus 
featuring his blind sleuth and the 
Seeing-Eye dogs. 

Margaretta Byers, who authored 
the Essandess best-seller, ‘Designing 
Women,’ working on a syndicate 
feature for release in the fall. 

Paul Engle not only lecturing on 
poetry at the University of Iowa, but 
working at it, too. Doubleday has 
just brought out his new book of 
verses, ‘Corn.’ 

Lawrence Treat, the whodunit 
fictioneer, back from New Orleans 
where he completed a serious novel. 
Has delivered it to Willis Kingsley 
Wing for placement. 

Terry Turner, daughter of Celia 
Caroline Cole, the mag writer, en- 
gaged to be wed to Robert Sargent 
Dumper. He’s on the staff of the 
Newark Evening News. 

Carl Dreher, who since quitting 
several years ago as director of 
sound at the RKO studios, has been 
doing fiction and other pieces for 
the mags, in N. Y. for the summer. 

Selection of ‘Christ in Concrete’ 





| 
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the Atlanta Georgian and American | sulted in postponement of publica. 
a year later. Advanced to v.p. and, tion date by Bobbs-Meryill. Author, 
| Hewson, both college students, filed | general manager of the two papers, 


Pietro Di Donato, a N. Y. bricklayer, 

Edla Benjamin, Aline Bernstein's 
daughter, has written her first book, 
a whodunit, under the watchful eyes 
of Dashiell Hammett and Arthur 
Kober. Random House will publish. 

New book-publishing organization 
has been formed by Stephen Griggs 
under the name of Plymouth Book 
House. Preparing for a starter an 
‘Annual of New England Perennial 
Verse’. New firm is located in N. Y, 


TMAT—Fair 

















(Continued from page 41) 





able contact at the Fair, although 
when picketing was considered a 
committee of labor officials was 
slated to intercede with the Fair 
management. However, at a meet- 
ing Thursday night (11), when fur- 
ther bickering actuated by the heat 
o” the election campaign arose, the 
more favorable situation at the Fair 
aroused comment that 10 times the 
number of members should have 
gotten jobs there. 


Opposition Committee 


The New York press agents vigor- 
ously protest reports that their 
group alone opposes election of the 
regular ticket, which is the present 
administration. A  -econd circular 
was mailed over the week-end, af- 
fixed with the names of the ‘mem- 
bers campaign committee.’ There 
were 86 people cn the list, each be- 
ing identified with the group to 
which he or she belongs. 

According to the circular, 33 are 
company or house managers, 24 are 
treasurers and the balance are press 
agents and others. Committee is de- 
scribed as being ‘in formation.’ One 
change in the opposition slate was 
made, Clarence Jacobson withdraw- 
ing as candidate for business agent, 
with Morrie Season replacing. Lat- 
ter is on the regular ticket. 


The circular contends that the 
committee is made up of all groups 
in the unian and is devoted to a 
single idea—to make TMAT a 
strong, united union which repre- 
sents us and our interests in every 
way.’ 

Further explanation of the assess- 
ment against working members has 
been made, it being understood that 
liabilities have been paid off with 
the exception of attorney’s fees. 
Monthly operating nut is around $2,- 
800 and the principal income is from 
700 members in good standing, total 
from that source being $2,100 (dues 
are $3 monthly). Assessment, which 
extends until July 1, nets around 
$200 weekly, so that the budget out- 
lay is slightly exceeded by the total 
income. Reported that ‘me coin 
was borrowed from the emergency 
welfare fund, wihch amounts to 
around $2,000, and that repayments 
are being made. 





B’way Slump 











(Continued from page 41) 





pected and demand for theatre tick- 
ets. 

One leading tour-booking system, 
which offers a rate not only for the 
Fair but places of interest in New 
York, explained there had been lit- 
tle chance to offer tickets for shows 
because it was not reasonably sure 
just what attractions would be play- 
ing at the time of arrival. Tour rep- 
resentatives at various points have 
been instructed to advise their 
patrons what shows will be avail- 
able, just prior to departure time. 
Theatre tickets sold to date by the 
tourist people carry the provision 
that another show may be substi- 
tuted, or a refund made, in case of 
closings. 

Had Looked for Good Biz 

Broadway has looked forward to 
the Fair for the past two years, 
which adds to the disappointment 
over weak business. Most legit 
houses are air cooled, general move 
in that improvement, having reached 
a peak last summer. For the first 
time in many seasons there are 
summer productions being readied, 
mostly because of the Fair boom 
which may or may not eventuate. 

It is not unusual for casts to take 
salary cuts during May, technically 
the last month of the season, and, 
despite the slump, the number of 
attractions revising their operating 
expenses in that manner is not un- 
usual. There were no closings last 
wee, regardless of folding reports. 
List displays 26 attractions, includ- 
ing three arrivals this week, 4S 
against 21 shows playing the same 





by Book-of-the-Month Club has re- 


week last year. 
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Broadway 





Duke Wellington is on from the 
Coast. 

Frank Richardson 
Charleston. 

Barney Balaban ,,ot back Monday 
(15) from Galveston. 


Henry Jaffe hopped to Dallas for 
a brief visit last week. 


R. V. Keifer, who has a circuit in 
Canada, in for the Fair. 


Clifford Goldsmith has bought a 
farm at West Chester, Pa. 


George Walsh, Par’s upstate opera- 
tor, in town Monday (15). 


Edmund Goulding due in from the 
Coast shortly on a brief vacash. 

Oscar Homolka, Continental actor, 
arrived in New York Friday (12). 

Bill Gossner’s missus on the mend 
after considerable recent illness. 

There are 3,000 telephones on the 
Fair grounds, 1,250 being pay sta- 
tions. 

Joe Schenck to the Gideon-Put- 
man, Saratoga Springs, to take off 
weight. 

Helen Jerome has gone to her Old 
Greenwich (Conr.) home for the 
summer. 

Elsie Mackie plays the protesting 
old lady plant at the Crystal Pal- 
ace, World’s Fair. 

Margaret Curtis set for ‘Five 
Kings,’ which QOrson Welles plans 
restaging for Broadway in the fall. 

One of those Broadway pickets 
was heard sighing: ‘Gee; it’s been 
dull today—not even a cop around. 

Wallace A. Walker has joined the 
sales promotion staff at WOR, N.Y., 
as statistician. Was formerly with 
CBS. 

Group insurance plan set for about 
1,000 employes of the N. Y. office of 
Universal, with the company shar- 
ing part of the cost. 

Eaves doing a bullish business for 
the costume party tonight (Wed.) at 
Bill’s Gay '90s in honor of Max Gor- 
don’s and Harry Goetz’s Hollywood 
farewell. Sam Harris hosting. 

Perc Westmore, on from the War- 
ner studio, making personal appear- 
ance at the Hollywood Friday night 
(19) to lecture on makeup. 

The Palace beach has given way 
to the borscht beach, on 46th street, 
with plenty of curbstone booking for 
the mountain resortery time. 

Leonard MacBain, now that Chic 
Farmer is doing the lensing at the 
Stork, is shifiing to the Versailles 
nitery after a Cuba vacation. 

Benny Burke, who keeps Dave 
Apollon in dialect, became a grand- 
daddy last Wednesday (10). His 
daughter gave birth to a-son. 

Les Zimmerman becomes a bene- 
dict May 21, when he jumps off with 
Norma Hoffman, Richard Pitman’s 
sec. and a niece of Jerry and Joe 
Hoffman. 

Eddie Miller, the baritone, cele- 
brates his ‘third of a century on 
Broadway’ next Sunday (21) with 
the third of his annual musicales at 
Town Hall. 

Brooks Atkinson was called for 
jury duty last week. He was two 
seats in from the end of the row— 
the first time this season he wasn’t 
on the aisle. 

First life-story written about Ted 
Lewis in the May 27 Collier’s. 
Tagged ‘Is Everybody Happy?’, and 
authored by David Brown and Er- 
nest Lehman. 

Marsha Hunt, due May 21 in New 
York with Paramount’s ‘Union Pa- 
cific’ personal trour -, w*’* remain at 
least two weeks. She’s mulling sum- 
mer stock offers. 

Lester Thompson, head of adver- 
tising advisory committee of the 
Hays office, able to be around again 
but still taking treatments after 
operation on ear. 

Caresse Crosby and Polly Pea- 
body’s Contacts, Inc., is in the busi- 
ness of getting you contacted with 
whomever you want. It’s a little 
World’s Fair tieup. 

Weekend crowd at Grossinger’s 
where Max Baer is training for Lou 
Nova fight included Eddie Cantor, 
Louis Sobol, Quentin Reynolds, Mark 
Hanna and Bill Farnsworth. 

New color animated sign for ad- 
vertising of commercials has gone 
up on the front of the Palace build- 
ing, blocking out three floors. At- 
tracting large crowds at night. 

Ray Bolger left Monday (15) to 
vacation on the Coast for the sum- 
mer. Due back in August-Septem- 
ber to rehearse new Rodgers-Hart 
musical. Hildegarde set therein also. 

Charlie Burton, equipment-main- 
tenance chief for the Paramount 
theatres, can also do art work, in- 
cluding murals, and some of his 
work along those lines are in a few 
Par houses. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


Bill Matteson, 
Studio, ill. 

Sam Palan won a traveli 
high standing among 

esmen. - 

Tillie Grisbord back at her desk 
as Mrs. Max Solomon after a honey- 
moon at the N. Y. Fair. 

Jim Flynn, of Columbia, prez of 
Film Exchange Employes Union, 
given a gold watch at organization’s 
first annual shindig. 

Jack Beresin named chairman for 
Variety Club’s annual dinner next 
December. Skip Weshner will again 
handle entertainment. 

Bo Fetterman, 


back from 








of the 


bag for 
onogram 


manager 


panelman_ at 





WIBG, walks the aisle with Betty 
White May 31. 

Dolly Arden, currently terping at 
the Walton, and Bob Nichols, of the 
909 Club, Chicago, will wed shortly. 


Major Bowes to speak at Villanova 


College commencement. 
Paul Amato, WPEN sax tooter, 
back after eight-week illness. 


Marty Bohn so ill he had to return | 


home here from the Queens-Terrace, 
N. Y., where he was working. 

Bill Kanefsky, of WB publicity 
staff, due to hitch with Helen Davids 
June 11. 

Dr. Hans Wohlmuth, stage director 
of the Philadelphia Opera Co. was 


added to the staff of the Curtis Insti- | 


tute of Music here last week. 
Committee of local sponsors 


organized to guide the local Federal | 


Theatre Project. Flock of Philly 
names placed on committee, which 
will principally be a publicity front. 





Paris 


By Hugo Speck 





Margaret Sullavan in for short 
visit. 


Truman Talley in io attend Fox | 


convention. 

Cecile Sorel heading short revue 
at Alhambra. 

‘Jesse James’ (20th-Fox) big click 
at the Le Paris. 

Andre Bauge out of hospital after 
serious operation. 


Restaurant des Ambassadeurs open | 


for summer reason. 

Samy Siritzky again postponing 
departure for America. 

Yvonne Printemps building new 
home on outskirts of Paris. 

Fred Astaire in incognito for few 
days and then back to England. 

‘La Dame de Chez Maxim’ passed 
100th performance at the Odeon. 

Rene Nadal, director of Pathe 
studios, dead after short illness. 

‘Le Monde en Action’ (‘Th. World 
in Action’) new cinema mag on sale. 

Viadimir Golschmann in from 
Saint-Louis to direct concert at Salle 
Pleyel. 

‘Gibraltar,’ French espionage film, 
banned in Prague by German au- 
thorities. 

Henri Rollan, Jeanne Boitel and 
Fernande Albany off for South 
American tour. 

Monte Carlo Ballet scheduled to 
give six recitals at Chaillot Palace 
early next month. 

Walter J. Hutchinson and Herman 
Wobber in for 20th’s annual Euro- 
pean convention. 

Jim Witteried to Zurich with 
troupe of Gordon Ray Girls for 
Swiss expo opening. 

Max Ophuls winding up ‘Sans 
Lendemain,’ starring Edwige Feuil- 
lere and Georges Rigaud. 

Oscar Straus scheduled to com- 
pose music for ‘La Fin d’un Empire,’ 
which Eugene Tuscherer is filming. 

Micheline Francey given role for 
which Julien Duvivier first tried to 
engage Luise Rainer in his new film, 
‘La Charrette Fantome.’ 

Henry Garat suing Casino de Bag- 
noles-de-l’Orne for 800,000 francs, 
about $21,000, after loss of sight in 
right eye following ‘incident’ in 1935. 

Alice Cocea and ‘ean Cocteau off 
to Dax with troupe to premiere 
play, ‘Machine a Ecrire’ (‘Type- 
writer’) due for fall presentation in 
Paris. . 

Claude Dauphin to play ogpens 
Danielle Darrieux in her first French 
film since her return from Holly- 
wood. To be called ‘Battements de 
Coeur’ (‘Heart Beats’). 


Miissepeia 


By Les Rees 








Excelsior Amustment park opens 
for season. 


Sol Torodor, local indie exhibitor, 
a daddy— it’s a boy. 

Harry Aiken in town trying to 
place ‘Birth of a Natior.’ 


W. A. Steffes spending much of his 
time now on his northern Minnesota 
estate. 


Columbia here reselliig ‘You Can’t 
Take It with You,’ ‘Awful Truth’ and 
‘Lost Horizon.’ 


Helen Pauly and Gertrude Gui- 
mont, of Warner Bros., planning trip 
to Frisco expo. 

Shep Fields host at cocktai: party 
for newspapermen during Orpheum 
engagement here. 

W. H. Workman, Metro branch 
manager, feeling better and back on 
full time P yar again. 

Harry tz, Gayety (stock burles- 
que) impresario, piloting wrestling 
shows around territory. 

Nile, one of leading indie deluxe 
neighborhood houses, running Swed- 
ish language picture for first time. 

Charlie Clauson, Anoka, Minn., ex- 
hibitor, recuperating from major 
operation in St. Andrew’s hospital. 

Harry Kessell resigned as Leo 
Feist representative after 22 years 
to take over Kennesaw niterie here. 

Ben Friedman, local indie circuit 
operator, expanding his chain by ac- 
quisition of St. James, Minn., 
theatre. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, to be honored at industry ban- 
quet May 21 in recognition of his 
victory in 1939-40 S. R. Kent drive. 

Gordie Greene introducing blind- 
folded wrestlers, with four in the 
ring simultaneously, as an added 
attraction at his Palace, grind film 
house. 





| 
| 


| London 


Ed Ryan to Paris. 
Robert Luff latest flu victim. 


| Eric Maschwitz to the South of 
| France. 


‘Johnson Over Jordan’ ho. closed 
/ at the Saville. 


| Charles Cochran in Italy to have 
| his leg treated. 

Hutchinson is publishing life of 
| George Foster in September. 

| Jack Henley, Warner Bros. (Lon- 
don) scenario head, on the sick list. 
Senor Wences’ permit extended by 








| the Ministry of Labor till Septem- | 


ber. 
| Perey Athos and his 
| town after year’s work on 
| nent. 
| Frank Neil to the provinces on 
talent hunt for Tivoli Theatres, Aus- 


iralia. 


e Conti- 


tralia. 
| Harry Foster is now Capt. Harry 
|Foster of the Officers Emergency 
| Reserve. 
Nut Club is new bottle party joint 
| opening here, and will be operated 
| by Al Burnet. 
| _ Jack Davis has internal ailment. 
| Joins Archie Parnell’s office as soon 
| as he recovers. 

Charles Forsythe (Forsythe, Sea- 
mon and Farrell) to do repertory of 
| one-act plays for vaudeville. 


| Alice Lloyd, engaged to marry W. 
| Penri Thomas next spring. - 
| Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon re- 
turning shortly to America for a 
holiday, their first in three years. 
Sue Ryan denied permission by 
| Ministry 
{land after run of Palladium show. 
| Talk of revival of ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
| with cast headed by Carl Brisson, 
|Gwen Farrar, Dave Burns and Joe 
| Hayman. 

‘Four Feathers’ goes into general 
release Sept. 4. It’s already booked 
for entire Gaumont-British and 
Odeon circuits. 





Chevalier. French star promised to 
sail some time in October, hut has 
now postponed. 

Robert Ellison and Alfred Shaugh- 


Lyle Evans signed. 

Peter Burton, George Foster's 
grandson, has sold his interests in 
Forte’s cafes, and has sailed for 
America on business. 

Walter Hackett’s new play com- 
plete and going into rehearsal. Head- 


Marion Lorne, author’s wife. 

Oliver Wakefield in the Prince of 
Wales revue for four weeks, then 
goes to South Africa to see his folks, 
whom he hasn’t visited in several 
years. 

‘Inquest,’ recently tried out at the 
Embassy, bought for film by Charter 
Films, indie company, and goés into 
——s shortly at M. P. Studios, 

Istree. 

Edith McCracken, whose first play 
was ‘Quiet Wedding.’ has a new 
comedy, ‘Carrying Corn,’ in which 
Flora Robson and Cecil Parker are 
set for stardom. 

Contrary to various rumors, Jack 
Buchanan and Jack Hylton’s ‘Band 
Waggon’ may not be done as a film 
by United Artists, but by Associated 
British Pictures. 

Associated British Pictures Corp.’s 
musical, ‘Funny Face,’ in which Fred 
and Adele Astaire appeared here 
some years ago, to be filmed as ‘Run- 
away Romance.’ 

After ‘A Yank at Et Metro will 
do ‘Earl of Chicago,’ with Robert 
Montgomery starred and Pave Burns 
in cast. Irving ‘Asher wrote story 
some two years ago. 

‘Behold the Bride,’ the Henry 
Sherek-Tom Arnold play starring 
Luise Rainer, grossed just under 
$15,000 at the Palace, Manchester, 
which is an all-time record for this 
house. 

Effy and Halima finally signatured 
for America, opening middle July 
for four weeks with ortion at Wal- 
ton hotel, Philadelphia. William 
Morris office booked through the 
Fosters. 

Ken Davidson and Hugh Forgie, 
with Joe Tobin (badminton players) 
currently in Palladium ‘Crazy’ show, 
booked for Jack Taylor’s revue at 
Opera House, Blackpool, for the 
summer. 

Charles L. Tucker has bought 
through Joe Hayman all manuscripts 
and comedy material -wned by the 
late Fred Duprez. Tucker bought 
material for Naunton Wayne, whom 
he represc >. 

The next 20th-Fox-Gainsborough 
picture to follow Gracie Fields’ 
‘Sally of the Shipyards’ is another of 
the ‘Inspector Hornleigh’ series, 
with practically same cast, including 
Gordon Harker and Alistair Sim. 

Sid Hyams ‘Hyams Bros.) lining 


Tommy Trinder. Will be titled 
‘Tommy Trinder’s Party.’ Show goes 
invwo Hyams’ houses for three weeks, 


cuit. 

United Film Corp., newly formed 
indie company, has Marcel] Hellman, 
formerly co-director with Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., of Criterion Films, as 
one of its directors. Product of com- 


pany will be released th ‘gh United 
Artists. 
Ballet Jooss will visit Cuba in 





in connection with the fifth Ameri- 


Follies in/| 


Lee Ephraim has sold ‘Under Your | 
| Hat’ rights for production in Aus- | 


of Labor to stay in Eng- | 


African Theatres after Maurice | 


nessy to do new revue in September. | 
Already have Edward Cooper and | 


ing cast are Godfrey Tearle and | 


up vaudeville unit to be built around | 


then plays the Sidney Bernstein cir- | 


February, 1940. The season will be | 


| can coast-to-coast tour which it will 
| make next year. Company is due 
| for a London season at the Old Vic 
| Destiy. 

Murray Silverstone, head of United 
| Artists, due to return to England 
from America with Teddy Carr end 
| of this month. Will stay in London 
; two weeks, then returns to Amer- 
jica, taking Arthur Silverstone, his 
brother, with him. Latter goes for 
vacation. 
| Moss Empires has ended the con- 
| tract under which ii has presented 
|}variety in the four 20th Century 
Cinemas, Ltd., houses at Ilford, 
Hammersmith, Kilburn and Croy- 
|don. Vaude at the theatres has been 
a losing proposition and General 
| Theatres Corp., which has booked 
the houses, has had to pay recent 
salaries. 


Chicago 


John McPherson and Dick Beck to 
the Coast. 

Hatless Joey Stool sporting a 
; quick spring tan. 

John Barrymore visiting an ocu- 
list for some optic examinations. 

Bob Price, former Chicago agent, 
| has opened offices in Milwaukee. 

Ballyhoo Club reorganizing and 
lunching weekly at the Morrison. 

Ritz Brothers tossed a press get- 
; together for their short visit in the 
| loop. 
| DeAngelo and Porter 


went into 


Tomme McNaughton, daughter of | the Chez Paree to replace Raye and | 


| Naldi. 

| Ethel Reid Winser to Gotham to 
|attend the 

| meet. 


| Everett Cummings stopped off on 


legit shows. 


| J. Charles Gilbert winning local | 
| support for his stock company try at | 


| the Civic Theatre. 
Bide Dudley stopped off on way 
|'to Coast for a squint at daughter, 
| Doris, in ‘My Dear Children.’ 
| Workers in the town’s tall build- 
|ings got a good view last week. of 
| the big southside granary fire. 
Herbert Lyon, in the ad depart- 
| ment at Balaban & Katz, has turned 
out several scripts which NBC has 
snapped up for the spooky ‘Lights 
, Out’ program. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





| Clem Whitely, exploiteer for 20th- 
| Fox, was presented with a baby son. 
| Jan Rubini doing exceptionally 
well at the Regent, Sydney, for 
Hoyts with musical presentations. 

Films Commission holding back 
Standard Form Contract probe for 
time being owing to absence in U. S. 
of top. distrib-exhib reps from 
Australia. 

Covent Garden Russian Ballet will 
play a repeat here in November for 
ANZT. Means that N. Y. season 
will be nixed in favor of second 
Aussie trip. 

Stan ote, Hoyts’ western Au- 
stralia rep, leaves shortly on look- 
see covering England and the Con- 
tinent for new theatre ideas and 
presentation angles, : 

Metro bringing in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
for a run. Legit version bowing in, 
too, under Dave Martin at the 
Minerva, Sydney, through biz ar- 
rangement with ANZT. 

Vaude-revue trade continues 
nicely for Tivoli chain. Anna May 
Wong bows in next to head new unit 
booked by Frank Neil. Will Mahoney 
will do a repeat Sydney run. 

It’s believed A. B. Marcus will 
make another trip to Australia with 
his revue following completion of 
| dates overseas. Marcus cleaned up 
‘on first trip for Fuller-Snider-Dean. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 











Emery Deutsch batoning orch at 
Chase Club, Hotel Chase. 

H. Wylie, formerly with UA in 
Milwaukee, transferred here. 

Monte Carlo singers and dancers 
at Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Earl Reflow has opened midget 
auto racing season at Walsh Stad- 
ium. 

Musicians Guild elected § Mrs. 
Grace A. Newman, prez for 1939-40 
se2son. 

Beno Biancho, of Charleston, TIl., 
' and Mrs. George Karch, Farmington, 
Mo.. film shopping. . 

Clarence Goedecke, former exhibi- 
tor, of Webster Groves, planning eat- 
in? place near film row. 

Blackstone, the Magician. booked 
for week’s envarement at Fox start- 
ing Mev 26. Bob Crosby’s orch pre- 
cedes Blackstone. 

‘Call It A Day’ will open Civic 
theatre. loca] strawhatter. June 20, 
| with Gordon Carter directing. Piece 
will run six nights. 

Sidney Langsman shifted from 
Fanchon & Marco’s purchasing dept. 
to managership of Aubert Theatre, 
St Louis Amuse Co. nabe. 

Bill to levy 5% tax on gross re- 
ceipts of all pro sporting events in- 
| troduced in Board of Aldermen. 
Mersure expected to yield $500,000 
avditional revenue. 

Nat H. Hall, treasurer of American 
Theatre. supervising assortine of 
750.000 ducats for 1939 Municinal 
Theatre season which fgets tnder 
way in Al Fresco theatre, Forest 
' Park, June 2. 











American Booksellers | 


way back to Omaha and caught some | 


| Hollywood 


| Evelyn Venable in hospital. 
| Mort Goldberg here from Chicago. 
Benny Baker back from p.a. tour. 
Jimmy Starr to Panama on va- 
cash, 
Masendes Toluboff to hospital for 
ia rest. 
| Howard Brown to Frisco on film 
| color biz. 

Binnie Barnes in hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Eugene Walter to hospital for ob- 
| servation, 
Jacqueline Wells divorced Walter 





Brooks III. 
| Charles A. Buckley back from 
N. Y. biz trip. 

Roy Rogers east on personal ap- 
| pearance tour. 
| George J. Schaefer back from 


week’s fishing. 

George Rafi’s home burgled of 
| $3,150 in jewelry. 

| Gertrude Niesen to London in July 
| for musical show. 

Exhibs tossed testimonial dinner 
| for Guy Gunderson. 

Mariene Dietrich sued for $30,000 
| over motor accident. 
| Jean Hersholt to Frisco for 
| hemian Club blowout. 
| James Burke addressed American 
| Legionnaires in Yuma. 

Richard Arlen planed to St. Paul 
where his mother is ill. 
| Sarah Siegal named N. Y. rep of 
Helen Ferguson agency. 

Walter Herzbrun and Tom Rooney 
| laid up after auto crash. 
| Johnny Davis opens eastern per- 
| sonal tour in two weeks. 

Y. Frank Freeman back from Gal- 
veston theatre convention. 

Dorothy Mason and Zack Harris 
opened agency for film moppets. 

Alfred N. Sack in from Denver to 
look over product for his theatres. 
| Deems Taylor here to collect 
| material for biography of Jascha 
| Heifetz, 

Clarence Brown celebrated 49th 
birthday and 20th anniversary as a 
| director. 

Ed Churchill quitting Paramount 
| publicity to resume writing. Frank 
| Pope replacing. 
| Paul Beisman returned to St. 
Louis to resume management of 
|municipal opera. 

Hank DeMond resigned after five 
years as head of Republic's special 
|effects department. 

David O. Selznick celebrated his 
birthday with a party for 300 United 
| Artists conventioners. 
| Abe Roth using his experience in 
| refereeing as technical advisor on 
Columbia’s ‘Golden Boy.’ 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


Bo- 











Ferenc Molnar to Paris. 
Producers complain of a showgirl 
| shortage. 

Universal’s ‘Son of Frankenstein’ 
banned by censors here. 

Komedia cabaret company skedded 
to present, in July, a German-lan- 
guage performance in New York. 

Laszlo Vajda directing a picture 
dealing with the life of Franz Schu- 
bert at Joinville, 

‘Groceries and Delicatessen,’ last 
year’s legit success, to be turned into 
a local picture, Victor Banky direct- 
ing. 

‘Magyar Cavalcade’ or ‘Magyar 
Gallery’ to be the title of retrospec- 
tive big-scale patriotic film now in 
| preparation. 

uis Foldes, for a long time Par 
branch manager in Budapest, and 
jlater in Java, has been contracted 
by Universal, 

Now being shot at Hunnia: ‘5.40! 
| original script by Joseph Babay. 
|\Ferenc Kiss and Maria Tasnadi 
Fekete starred. 

Artists’ Association statistics state 
that 1,500 Hungarian vaude and 
music hall artists are touring the 
five continents. 

J. J. Tersanszky, Hungarian nove)- 
ist and playwright, has found a new 
career, that of a clown. With a 
partner—they call themselves ‘Gurch 
and Careau’—they already have con- 
jtracts abroad. Tersanszky has had 
more than a dozen volumes pub- 
lished, but has made little money 
comparatively. 


New Haven 


By Haroid M. Bone 








New drive on to legalize bingo. 

Ringling-Barnum outfit set for 
June 29. 

Lee Conarroe in ahead of Downie 
Bros. circus, due May 23. 

Horace Heidt and vaude due at 
Arena Sunday (21); rodeo currently. 

Francis Y. Joannes will again 
have a finger in the pie at Stony 
Creek strawhat. 

Lew Harmon will handle Guil- 
ford strawhat publicity for Louise 
Platt this summer. 

Nate Beers hops in and out doing 
preparatory _- work on his Chapel 
Playhouse strawhat. 

Yale drama dept. doing Owen 
Dodson’s ‘With This Darkness’ (17- 
19) as final major production. 

John Hesse crashed theatre pages 
by having ‘Confessions of Nazi Spy’ 
film delivered in armored truck. 

Savin Rock amusement park 


slowly coming to life, several spots 
requiring rebuilding after last year’s 





hurricane. 
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FRANK MOULAN 

Frank Moulan, 63, singer of Gilbert 
and Sullivan operettas as well as 
grand opera, died in New York May 
13, after a short illness. Starting as 
a choir boy in Trinity Chapel, New 
York, virtually his entire career of 
35 years was devoted to comic sing- 
ing roles, 

Among his early engagements 
were those with the Calhoun Opera 
Co. and the Castle Square Opera Co. 
in Boston. He gravitated to grand 
opera and for five years sang in 
‘Faust,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Carmen,’ 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and others. In 
his later years he invaded the Gil- 
bert and Sullivan field, where he 
became particularly well known for 
his portrayal of Ko-Ko, the Lord 
High Executioner, in ‘The Mikado.’ 

In 1937, he played in a picture, 
‘The Girl Said No,’ which also was 
based on Gilbert and Sullivan works. 
His last appearances were in three 
N. Y. operettas that he produced in 
1936, 

His widow is his only immediate 
survivor. 





WALTER B. DAVIS 

Walter B. Davis, 80, oldtime Negro 
minstrel, died May 2, Mason City, 
Ia., after a short illness. Long re- 
tired, Davis who was born into 
slavery on a Kentucky plantation, 
began his travels at 11 with 
Sprague’s ‘Georgia Minstrels.’ 

He also trouped in vaudeville and 
with circuses, sang and danced with 
Billy Gazen, we known comic of 
that day, and was member of the 
Williams and Walker troupe, which 
first popularized the cakewalk 
decades ago. 

He leaves his widow, daughter, 
son, two grandsons and three great 
grandchildren. 





WILLIAM H. LEA 

William H. Lea, 72, who, as ‘Cho 
Cho’ the clown, amused thousands 
during a 50-year career, died in Oak- 
land, Cal., May 11. An arterial in- 
fection that necessitated amputation 
of a leg in 1936 caused his death. 

Lea ranked among the -topnotch 
clowns of all time, having performed 
with all the major circuses. He also 
made many world tours. His last 
professional appearance was in Billy 
Rose’s ‘Jumbo’ a few years ago in 
New York. Loss of the leg hampered 
his performing and resulted in his 
retirement. 





WILLIAM D. HICKS 

William Duffield Hicks, 60, who 
played ‘Pop Miller’ on various 
Philadelphia radio stations for more 
than five years, died at his home in 
that city May 7. He retired after 
becoming ill three and a half years 
ago. 

Hicks was the husband of Bessie 
V. Hicks and the director of her 
drama school in Philadelphia since 
1924. For 20 years he was a reporter 
on Philadelphia newspapers. 

Long associated with the little 
theatre movement, Hicks was the 
originator of the radio sketch, ‘Pop 
Miller’s Roadside Stand.’ 





LOUIS LEMISCH 

Louis Lemisch, 66, Philadelphia 
musician, died of a heart attack in 
that city Wednesday (10). A musi- 
cian since the age of 11, he played 
in bands of Philly vaudeville houses 
for 35 years. 

Lemisch more recently had been 
conducting his own orchestra and 
teaching saxaphone and clarinet. He 
was on the board of trustees of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Local 77. Surviving are a_ son, 
daughter, brother and sister. 





SAMUEL SCHAICH 

Samuel Schaich, 88, a composer 
and member of John Philip Sousa’s 
band for nearly a quarter century, is 
dead at his home here. He traveled 
around the world three times with 
the Sousa band and composed a 
number of copyrighted selections 
played by the U. S. Marine Band. 

For a number of years he was mu- 
sic instructor at the exclusive Hill 
School for boys, Pottstown, Pa. 





MARTIN DRAEGER 

Martin Draeger, 64, owner of the 
first picture theatre in Sheboygan, 
Wis., and for many years a projec- 
tionist in Racine, Wis., theatres, died 
May 1 in a Madison, Wis., hospital of 
a heart attack. Survived by his 
widow, two sons, a daughter and a 





BERNARD MERIVALE 
Bernard Merivale, 56, British 
dramatist, died May 12, in London. 








VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 


His more important works are ‘A 
House Divided’ and ‘None But The 
Brave’, the latter written in collab- 
oration with Arnold Ridley.. Others 
are ‘Mr. Peter’, ‘The Night Hawk’, 
‘The Flying Fool’, ‘A Unique Oppor- 
tunity’ and ‘Are You Insured?’, 





BRIGHAM G. THATCHER 

Brigham Guy Thatcher, 68, grand- 
son of Brigham Young and promi- 
nent Utah theatre builder and op- 
erator, died of a heart attack at his 
home in Logan, Utah, Saturday (13). 

He and his brother, George W. 
Thatcher, constructed and for years 
managed the Thatcher opera house 
in Logan. 





JAMES PARROTT 

James Parrott, 42, onetime film 
comic and gagman, and lately a 
writer at the Roach studio, died 
May 10 in Hollywood of a heart at- 
tack. 

He was a brother of Charlie Chase 
and 15 years ago was starred in a 
series of comedy shorts directed by 
Chase. 





JOSEPH DuBROOK 

Joseph DuBrook, 39, orchestra 
manager, was shot fatally by an un- 
known assailant in Chicago on May 
10. Cause of the shooting unknown. 

At the time of his death DuBrook 
was manager of Roy Lear’s orchestra. 

Burial in Chicago. 





HAROLD COHEN 
Harold Cohen, 30, formerly in the 
music business, died in Chicago 
Monday (15) following an operation. 
His brother, Paul, is in charge of 
Decca office in Cincinnati. 
Widow survives. Burial in Chi- 
cago, 





JAMES E. HARDY 
James E. Hardy, 64, aerialist, died 
May 11 of a heart attack in his native 
Toronto, Canada. Hardy first gained 
world attention in 1896, at 21 when 
he crossed the Niagara Falls on a 
tight wire. 





ESTHER WALLERSTEIN 
Esther Wallerstein, 65, former 
stage actress, died May 11, in Holly- 
wood. Surviving is her son, Ben 
Wallerstein, Warners theatre exec- 
utice. 





ALICE BELCHER 
Alice Belcher, 59, stage and screen 
player, died May 9 in Hollywood. 
She had played character roles in 
films since leaving the Broadway 
stage 15 years ago. 





THOMAS F. HENNESSY 
Thomas F. Hennessy, 60, died May 
13, in Lowell, Mass., his home town. 
Hennessy has long been the owner 
of the Lowell Opera House. A 
brother and a sister survive. 





Mrs. Eddie Weisfeldt, 42, wife of 
general manager of Riverside thea- 
tre, Milwaukee, died in Milwaukee 
May 13. 





Mother of Jack Golden, accompan- 
ist-arranger for Harry Richman, 
died May 8 in Norfolk, Va. at age 
of 79. 





James Gibbons Parrott, 42, screen 
writer, died May 10, in Los Angeles. 
Surviving is his widow. 





Father, 84, of film attorney Mendel 
ae died May 12, in Holly- 
woo . 





Salacious Plays 
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seat 198 persons, with WPA labor. 

The building had been unoccupied 
for eight years and had never 
brought in more than $200 a month, 
he said. 

95% Amateurs’ 

Seventy-five employees are on the 
project, Shillito testified, of whom 
only 37 are actors. From his past 
experience of studying actors, ‘95% 
are of amateurish standing,’ he told 
the House committee probing the 
WPA. 

Director Raymond was unable to 
explain what happened to boxoffice 
receipts, Shillito said. In Cleveland, 
he stated, the FTP rents a house, 
formerly a private residence, at $125 
a month. Plays rehearsed there are 
presented in schools, public institu- 
tions, CCC camps and an Army Post, 
he said, and the theatre project 
takes 60% of the receipts. 














BILLY CONN WINS 
EASILY OVER KRIEGER 


By JACK PULASKI 

A fair crowd turned out to see 
Solly Krieger appear at Madison 
Square Garden for the first time 
since he won the middleweight 
title, but his showing Friday (12) 
against Billy Conn, of Pittsburgh, 
was a sorry exhibition. Solly won 
about one round in the 12, which 
became monotonous because of the 
sameness. 

There was no champivnship at 
stake, both being well over the 160- 
pound limit, one reason why Krieger 
resembled a selling plater. Princi- 
pal interest was Conn’s boxing, fans 
figuring him the next Lght heavy- 
weight leader, for he i« rapidly 
growing into the 175-pound division. 
He has en exceilent left hand and 
what looks like a snappy right cross, 
but his blows carry little punching 
power, so, even if he does cop a title, 
fans who like a knocker-outer won't 
ge. excited about it. 

Tt was the third meeting of the 
men, each having wo1 a decision. 
How Solly out-pointed the good look- 
in, Pittsburgher previously is puz- 
zling and it is surprising that he 
ever won his title, so much so that 
in New York the commissioners have 
never “recognized his right to it. 
H>wever, he is going along picking 
up matches here and there, getting 
the long end of the purses and says 
he will go back to SeattJe-afid give 
Al Hostat a return match. That 
bout will surely draw more coin out 
there than in the east. 

Conn is being primed to meet 

Melio Bettina for the light heavy 
crown, which was held by John 
Henry Lewis. Latter was foolish 
enough to try his luck with Joe 
Louis for the big title and has since 
been in little demand. Bettina is 
an up-stater whose style is on the 
slugging side, as is Krieger’s, and it 
is possible that he will give Conn 
trouble. 
Two heavyweight matches for the 
early summer are outdoor shots, first 
bringing Max Baer and Lou Nova 
together, the other having Louis and 
Tony Galento opposed. Latter fight 
is slated for late June. Baer is aim- 
ing for a return bout with Louis, 
the champ’s affair with the pot-bel- 
lied Galento being regarded as a 
foregone conclusion. Baer must take 
Nova, one of the most likely con- 
tenders developed by the Coast since 
Baer. Fight situation, otherwise, is 
an the quiet side, 


MARRIAGES 


Louise George to John Miehle, in 
Reno, Nev., May 8. He’s in RKO 
production department. 

Loomis Nolan to Paul Jones, KFSD 
singer and newscaster in San Diego. 
She’s secretary to Tom Sharp, owner 
of the San Diego station. 

Florence George to Everett Crosby, 
in Beverly Hills, Cal., May 9. Bride 
is screen player; he’s an agent and 
Bing’s brother. 

Dolores Dollhopf to Billy Hinds, in 
Pittsburgh, May 17. He’s an an- 
nouncer at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Holly Barnes to Eddie Donohue, 
in Santa Barbara, May 13. He’s an 
assistant director at RKO. 

Barbara Stanwyck to Robert Tay- 
lor, in San Diego May 14. 

Thora Spitzfaden to Al Godwin, 
in New Orleans, May 18. He’s sports 
announcer for WWL, New Orleans. 

Miss Catherine Ho'vart Ames to 
Wyndham Sweyn Goodden May 15 
in London. She is the daughter of 
the late Mr. Ames, theatrical pro- 
ducer. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Angel, daughter, 
in Des Moines, April 30. Father is 
member of Mountain Pete’s Moun- 
taineers, of WHO, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Len Taylor, daugh- 
ter, in New Castle, Pa, May 3. 
Father, formerly WJW, Akron, an- 
nouncer, now with WKST, New 
Castle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Briggs, son, 
in Hollywood, May 7. Father is in 
Metro production department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Hugo, son, in 
Pittsburgh, May 10. Father’s with 
Al Marsico’s orchestra. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barton, a 
son, May 8 in San Francisco, Father 
is staff announcer at KPO and KGO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Darnton, son, 
May 10, in New York. Father is as- 
sistant Sunday editor of the N. Y. 
Times, mother is ex-editor of You 
mag. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Ferris, 
daughter, in New York, May 13. 
Father is p.a. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Fox, 





daughter, in Boston, May 8. Father 
is correspondent for VARIETY. 
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Ticket Violations 
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ice to those comparatively few peo- 
ple of means who wait until the last 
minutes to buy choie tickets. 
Opinion read in part: 


“I put to one side the question 
of the intrinsic validity of the classi- 
fication suggested, and of the defini- 
tion, at least implied, upon which it 
is based. Suffice it to observe that 
solicitude, if any, ought to be re- 
served for the man, with modest 
means, but with avundant patience, 
rather than for the impatient few 
who are eager—if the plaintiffs are 
t> be believed—to submit to a species 
c? extortion which the general pub- 
lic will not and carne‘ afford to do. 


‘The amusement business holds a 
favored place in our scheme of 
things, and, no doubt, deservedly 
so. It helps the American people to 
laugh and be amused—frequently at 
themselves—and thus to retain a 
sweet reasonableness and a sane per- 
spective in a harassed and troubled 
world. 


‘Evidently, in token of recognition 
of the generous and indulgent pat- 
ronage which the theatrical business 
has enjoyed, those connected with it 
have found it desirable, at long last, 
to impose self-restraint in taxing the 
public for its upkeep.’ 


The brokers were called before 
the league’s enforcement commit- 
te in ones, twos and threes. Efforts 
to find out how tickets reached the 
hands of ‘unaccredited’ agencies 
were hardly successful and the board 
will have to decide whether certain 
brokers under suspicion were telling 
the truth. Equity had two repre- 
sentatives present during the pro- 
ceedings, but made no comment, al- 
though the actors’ end had previous- 
ly-intimated they believed the code 
could be more rigidly enforced: On 
hand, too, was counsel for the Asso- 
ciatea Ticket Agencies, made up of 
a majority of the code signatories. 


Committee told each of the brok- 
ers questioned that the League was 
insistent that backmoney owed on 
ticket fees as provided by the code, 
be paid promptly. Most agencies had 
been holding back during the Acme 
proceedings. Rule calls for the pay- 
ment of 3c. per ticket and it’s es- 
timated the amount due approxi- 
mates $10,000. Intimated that unless 
the levies are forthcoming the man- 
agers would consider ‘making other 
arrangements.’ When asked by brok- 
ers if that meant the formation of 
a central ticket agency, the commit- 
tee was quizzical. There was no 
hint that the 3%c. levy would be 
reduced, any such consideration to 
come after the brokers squared their 
accounts, it was inferred. 


Mostly sought were explanations 
of how tickets stamped with the 
name of one agency, turned up in 
the hands of others. Backs of some 
tickets held the identification of two 
and three agencies. General trend 
of the answers was that such tickets 
were sold by one agency to another 
as an accommodation and, because of 
cancellations, often were returned to 
oe turning up in dead- 
wood, 


Planned that in transactions where 
the stamping of ‘exchange’ is made 
on the reverse of such tickets, a dif- 
ferent rule will be put in force show- 
ing clearly which agency received 
the tickets. Where it was shown 
that tickets regularly had been as- 
signed to an accredited broker, but 
turned up in an agency outside the 
code and sold for high prices, it was 
claimed that the original sale was 
legitimately made. Those brokers 
cortended they should not be re- 
quired to discern the ultimate des- 
tination of the tickets, one of the 
points the League’s board is expected 
to act upon. 

All of the managerial committee 
did not remain for the proceedings, 
several leaving for one reason or an- 
other. Indicated that they were not 
convinced that charges of violations 
were substantiated and one walked 
out with the comment: ‘I’ve had 
enough.’ The brokers were advised 
by letter just what the apparent 
violations or evasions were, and 
some came with canceled checks to 
theatres showing payments for tick- 
eis sold on the dates mentioned and 
other evidences of direct sale. 

Two ticket sellers and the Giants 
professional football corporation 
were convicted last week in connec- 
tion with over-charging. Tickets in 
question were for the championship 
game Dec. 11 and it was testified 
that prices in excess of the regularly 
stamped figure were charged’ by 
people in the Giants office, also that 
the additional price was not stamped 


on the reverse side. It was a second 
trial, jury disagreeing the first time, 

Jesse Moss, assistant federal attor- 
ney. made the purchase, getting eight 
tickets priced at $2.20 but paying $10 
more than the total price at the reg- 
ular rate. Mrs. Helen Mara, kin of 
Tom Mara, promoter of the team, 
and Charles Chaplin were the ticket 
people involved. Penalty calls for a 
maximum of $100 fine on each count. 
Under the federal admissions tax 
law, if a manager charges more than 
the established price, one-half is pay- 
able to the government. Moss is said 
to have represented himself to be a 
broker and hinted he would pay a 
premium for good tickets. That pro- 
ceedure probably caused a disagree- 
ment in the first trial. 

Judge Knox fined the Giants’ man- 
agement $800 on Monday (15), but 
freed the ticket sellers, placing them 
on probation for one day. Court in- 
dicated the belief that they had acted 
on orders from the management. 





College Shows 
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blanketed guys on the bench a pep 
talk, urging them to go out there and 
fight, whereupon boys toss off their 
robes and rush into the audience 
selling peanuts and popcorns. 
Ideas are all showy, but they run 
ahead of the writing, except in the 
FDR opener. That should have been 
reserved for the last anyway. It’s a 
natural and could fit into any 
Broadway revue. Cohen. 


SAVOIR FAIR 


(Brownbrokers) 
(BROWN UNIVERSITY) 


Providence, May 12. 

Fifth annual musical revue in two acts 
(28 scenes); presented by Brown Univere 
sity’e Brownbrokers; staged by Robert D, 
O’Brien; music and lyrics, Charles E 
Farrow, Jr., Edward J. Gilmore, Jr., and 
Robert I. Logan; sketches, Kenneth D, 
Clapp, Richard O. Fleischer, Edward J, 
Gilmore, Robert D. O’Brien; dances, Bar- 
bara Ham, Robert D. O’Brien; musical 
direction, Charles E, Farrow, Jr.; sketches 
staged by Richard O, Fleischer; settings 
designed by Edward Denmead and exee 
cuted by Frank M. Adams, Jr.; costumes, 
Frances Babcock, Winona Zadek and John 
Prodgers; orchestra conducted by Al Rosen; 
at Faunce House, Brown University; May 


9-13, '39. 
Principals: Ed Gilmore, Robert D. 
O’Prien, Dan Braude, Budge Whiting, 


‘Killer’ Cain, Frank Wood, Kenneth Clapp, 
Vivian Cohen, Edna Murphy, Phil Knesal, 
Jean Perry, Karl 
Bruce, Stan Cummings. Clara Schwab, 
Richard O, Fleischer, Al Williams, Bod 
Gilfillen, Bob Engles, Ginger Bowman, 
Gledhill Cameron, Lucille Stark, Jack Der- 
filnger, Frannie Babcock, Frank Wood, 
Meg Gainer, Helen Hodnett, Caroline Brad- 
shaw, Gladys Chernack, Barbara Ham, Em 
Walker, Ed Martin. 


‘Savoir Fair’ is delightfully sophis- 
ticated and fast-moving according to 
college show _ standards. Back- 

ounded by a New York World’s 

air theme, the show presents a 
satirical Fair itinerary, subordinating 
the usual college jokes and stressing 
closer adhesion to professional musi- 
cal comedy, ss 

Offering is surprisingly rich in the 
simplicity of its stage settings, which 
pack plenty of punch. Lighting, too, 
is excellent, along with the staging. 

Shapely Pembroke undergraduates 
take the production out of the all- 
male chorus class usual with college 
shows. 

Among hit songs written b 
Charles E. Farrow, Jr., Edward J. Gil- 
more, Jr., and Robert I. Logan are 
‘Dig,’ ‘Cuba,’ ‘There Must Be More 
to Love,’ ‘When You Come Into the 
Room,’ ‘A Dream We Lost,’ ‘For No 
Good Reason,’ ‘This Time Tomorrow’ 
and ‘I Wonder If She Knows.’ 

Outstanding scenes are ‘The Man 
With the Hoe,’ in which Al Williams 
further enhances the sketch’s effec- 
tiveness with a strong rendition of 
‘Dig’; the Cuban exhibit, which fea- 
tures the singing of Williams and 
Ginger Bowman, and a vivid inter- 
pretation of the native rhumba by 
Barbara Ham and Robert D. O’Brien. 

wide variety of skits includes 
an uproarious economic dissertation 


Kaffenberger, Jean 





B sing Motion Picture Arts and 
ciences skit with Gilmore, Bob Gil- 
fillen and O’Brien; a hotcha scene 
with Frank Wood, Gledhill Cameron, 
Meg Gainer, Helen Hodnett and Dan 
Braude, built around Aimee Semple 
McPherson and Sally Rand charac- 
ters; Meg Gainer in a hearty imita- 
tion of Katharine Hepburn; wistful 
rendition of the musical number, ‘I 
Want to Go Back to Brooklyn,’ by 
Gilfillen; trials and tribulations of a 
temperamental stage star, with 
Misses Gainer and Hodnett, plus 
Martin; and the excellently timed 
‘The Typical American Home.’ 
_Effective rendition of numbers is 
given by Williams, Bob Engles, 
Ginger Bowman, Jack Derflinger, 
Frannie Babcock and Gladys Cher- 
nak. Chorus Ann me otequasety. 
Of the production principals and 
creators, oung O’Brien is the sa 
of ‘Cap nnis O’Brien, the N.Y. 
theatrical attorney, and R. O. 
Fleischer is the son of Max Fleischer, 





the cartoonist. Malo. 





by Richard O. Fleischer, equally 
ea 
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N.Y. World's Fair Sideliohts 





Despite certain complaints over the 75c admission to the fair, plus the 
expense of getting out to grounds, veteran exposition men admit that New 
York’s biggest show is a bargain at this figure. Same expo executive (not 
connected with the N, Y. fair) roughly estimated that 46 free shows or 
sensational exhibits in almost as many buildings could not be duplicated 
for an admission fee of less than 10c each. This gives the exposition visitor, 
figured on this modest basis, $4.60 worth of novel entertainment for his 75c 
admish, Not a single foreign building or state pavilion is considered in the 
brief summary. 





Heineken’s-on-the-Zuiderzee is a great institutional trailer for the Heine- 
ken beer and Holland gin. Everything is in the Dutch motif, and the decor, 
as well as service, has that gemuetlichkeit that used to be associated with 
the Germans. Bob Christenberry of the Hotel Astor operates the conces- 
sion and he shifted Dick Kuhn’s band from the Times Square hostelry to 
the Fairgrounds, with Marcella Hendricks as chief vocalist. Tip to gin- 
and-tonic, Tom Collins and talk-gin drinkers: ask for London gin if you're 
not accustomed to the dry Bols (Holland) gin liqueur. 





The upstairs part of the Belgium government building has a restaurant 
with a glass facade looking down the Court of Peace. Directly opposite the 
French building and in about proper size proportion, nation for nation, the 
Belgium restaurant is of the de luxe class. It’s a small menu, a la carte and 
expensive. Two dinners with a bottle of vintage Mersault deducted $9.50 
from the bankroll. Cuisine okay, service fairly good although newness still 
apparent. Waiters from Belgium, busboys from Brooklyn. The view is 
part of the value. 





Activity of 16-millimeter motion picture cameramen, shooting scenes on 
the N. Y. World’s Fairgrounds without authority, was brought to the atten- 
tion of Claude Collins, head of newsreels and fair’s film picture division, 
and other officials last week. Estimated that several hundred cameras 
daily were grinding away on different scenes, and even in midway girl 
shows. 

Previous to the Fair’s opening, an amateur cameraman’s permit was 
required, In the future, all cameramen probably will be halted at the gate 
and made to show that their film shooting is strictly for amateur use. 





Exhibits weighing 9,000 tons are on display in the Japanese Pavilion, 
which is rated the most colorful and unusual looking structure in Foreign 
Nations zone, Sixty tons of rock hewn from Japan’s sacred Mount Chichibu 
were employed in landscaping the Nippon Garden in the exhibit. 





Swedish restaurant in Sweden’s building was complaining of power 
failure Thursday (11) night and blaming this on delay in serving patrons. 
Swedish dining spot has been so popular that customers have had to wait 
in line an hour or more to get served. 





Plenty of so-called yokels on the exposition’s midway last week. Payoff 
is that a majority of ’em were of the New York City variety, seeing a fair 
for the first time. 











That statue near the boxoffice of the Perisphere has been tabbed a ‘must’ 
. 1, Expo Attractions 
9 termittent patterns of skyrockets and 
F rank Buck s Jungleland the sets of fire rising above all, 
J : , simi 's | like musical accompaniment. 
‘Bring "Em Beek — p mgt It’s genuinely beautiful and swell 
animals, from elephants and camels e 
down to small monkeys, and birds. Macfadden Exhibit 
large enclosure, which covers nearly (FREE) 
three acres, and an additional! quar- 
: ; little exhibit in the Communications 
the lot. Phil Plant is Buck's backer | Building is the 40-minute (subse- 
a. ow Die Sonn venue oe —_ short, ‘I'll Tell the World,’ which was 
f ’ : . |shown every hour in an air-condi- 
YA Secs, Bags, A yeneongy Bente | tioned auditorium seating 300. With 
and ‘alternate in the tent show, | C@Pacity biz; no standing room is 
Koontz’ ability to handle his cats | Permitted. 
or carrying a pistol makes his act | £°sted by the Liberty mag serial, 
something different in wild animal | rhe American Way of Life,’ by 
Lamotte Dodson’s 16 monkeys, produced by Herbert Crooker, for- 
some with film experience; Frisco’s | erly publicity man at Warner Bros. 
zees and Lamont’s cockatoos round | its type, with Jed Prouty, Betty Ross 
Johnny, 26-year-old, to list of | twins, Max Factor, Jr., and Patricia 
chimp feats With nis” impersonations. Murray. the ‘Liberty Girl’ of the ex- 
300 pounds, works like he enjoyed | With narration by Lowell Thomas, 
it although chimps are reputed to be | Showing the role periodicals play in 
years old. in one sequence as ‘Cleopatra,’ 
Well-arranged tent is cleverly | through courtesy of Paramount, Pic- 
in a semi-circle. The jungleland, Pictorial comments of magazines 
strategically located near the sub-|are framed in the ‘largest photo 
ing day despite lighting difficulties | ing an ultra lobby display in the 
and other handicaps during most of | small theatre’s auditorium. Through- 
lications get well-spotted plugs. 
It should continue doing capacity, 


by Broadwayites, It requires no guide’s description to indicate why. 
, (25¢) Finally, there’s a deep Wagnerian- 
Long Island, includes all types of | S®0wmanship all the way. Land, 
There’s a 25c tap to get into the 
ter far the tent show in a corner of Lure of Bernarr Macfadden’s trim 
quently cut to 30 minutes) four-reel 
Captain Proske’s Tigers and Mel- produced on the Coast. Picture is 
turns, requiring 20 minutes or more, | 904 weather the exhibit has done 
without having to resort to his whip | _ Elongated short, which was sug- 
performances. George E. Sokolsky, was written and 
juggling seals, presented by H. E, | Crooker has charge of the entire ex- 
out the trained-animal presentation. | Clark, Frank Albertson, the Mauch 
Huge chimp, which weighs close to | position, in the cast. Film is a silent, 
hard to manage after they’re 15/| U.S. life. Claudette Colbert appears 
lighted, with tiers of seats arranged | ture gets across its message. 
way, has been doing well since open- | mural in the world,’ this represent- 
the opening week. Wear. | out the exhibit the Macfadden pub- 
discounting the gratis angle, on merit 


Court of Peace Display 


(FREE) alone. Wear, 
pine ae ie Joretgn sation is a oes eee 
ig artificial pond surrounded by the 
French, Belgium, Rumanian and BEECHNUT CORP. 
British buildings directly and within (FREE) 


sight of the other nationalities. ; ; : 
Nightly hereafter at 9 a display|_ Main attraction in the extensive 
(financed by the City of New York) | Beechnut building display is the 
of fireworks comingled with and part | ‘largest little circus in the world, 
of the fountains is the climax of| Patterned after similar ones the 
dinner at the French and Belgium |company has throughout the coun- 
casinos, Each of the latter has aj try. 
terraced dining room high up in the Products of the company natural- 
air, commanding a magnificent| ly are prominent in the parade and 
sweep. circus performance, which consumes 
This show lasts about 20 minutes.|20 minutes. 
At least three men entirely encased| Of several dioramas, well lighted, 
in rubber garments wade to the| the one depicting a jungle where the 
center of the pool to operate the| (Beechnut) coffee bean is grown is 
levers. What makes the display |most impressive. Another shows 
stand forth is the blending of colored | how ingredients for gum are ob- 
lights on the fountains, the changes/|tained. Coffee bar in the building 





and variation of the waters, the in- always plays to capacity. Wear. 





OUTDOORS 
RIPLEY’S SETUP 











B’way Odditorium with John Mc- 
Mahon and Stanley Graham 
Associated 





Robert L. Ripley’s permanent Od- 
ditorium on Broadway, which orig- 
inally was supposed to have gone 
into the Hollywood Theatre building, 
will open instead in the former Hol- 
lywood restaurant spot at 48th street. 
The entire cabaret on the second 
floor, as well as most of the ground 
floor stores, has been taken over for 
what will be an animate freak and 
inanimate curio exhibit at 40c top. 
It will operate year-round, opening 
around June 15. 


Besides Ripley, John McMahon, 
who operated the Streets of Paris 
(Sally Rand) at the Chicago World’s 
Fair, and Stanley Graham, operator 
of the Midget City at the same and 
other expos, are interested in the 
Broadway project. They figure on 
using 17 freaks, as well as frequently 
changing inanimate exhibits. The 
live show will take place in the cab- 
aret portien, which is being con- 
verted into an auditorium seating 
600. Also on the second floor will be 
two lecture shows in separate rooms, 
one uncovering the gimmicks in 
gambling, and the other an expose of 
magicians’ tricks. Jarrow, the old- 
time magician, will be one of the 
features. For the inanimate portion 
of the show, femmes will be used as 
lecturers. 

Ripley-McMahon-Graham figure on 
spending $100,000 getting the spot 
ready, this cost including elaborate 
signs, hooked up with sound film, 
which will front on Broadway, Sev- 
enth avenue and 48th street. Once 
open, they estimate their weekly nut 
will be $7,000. They’ve taken over a 
portion of the former Fleischer stu- 
dios at 1600 Broadway as executive 
offices, with this space also to be 
utilized as a dining room for the 
freaks. 


RINGLINGS’ MARTELLO 
OUT FOR THE SEASON 


Martello, the aerialist, who fell re- 
cently at Madison Square Garden on 
the second night of the Ringling, 
Barnum and Bailey circus, will not 
return to the outfit this season. 
Earlier it was stated he would be 
able to leave the hospital within 
eight weeks. Performer intends re- 
turning to Europe for it may be two 
years before he will be able to go 
aloft. 

Fritzi Bartoni, the high trapeze 
artist, also imported, who fell dur- 
ing the show’s Boston date, is like- 
wise out of the show for an in 
definite period. : 

Business in Boston was claimed to 
have been the best in that stand for 
the Ringlings. First week under 
canvas in Long Island City, New 
York, last week was light, business 
suffering along with other N. Y. 
amusements since opening of the 
World’s Fair. 











Gambling Exits Carny 


Cincinnati, May 16. 
Gambling on the grounds caused 
the closing Thursday (11) of the 
Broadway Shows of America, Inc., a 
carnival, by order of Mayor Amos 
Eyler of Norwood, Cincy suburb. 
Outfit had operated three nights 
and was under auspices of an Ameri- 
can Legion post. 


N. Y. Fair Midway 


SHOWS OPEN MAY 14 


Billy Rose’s Aqua- 





Sun Valley 


cade Strange As It Seems 
Chil’ren’s World Seminole Village 

(Including George | -avoy 

Hamid’s circus Sarg’s Enchanted 

and about 9 other Forest 

shows or rides) Nyzos 
Cuban Village Penny Arcade 
Crystal Palave Victoria Falis 
Amazon Worricrs We Humans 
Byrd’s Penguin Isle | Aerial Joyride 
Artist's Colony Auto Dodgem 
Gang Busters Midget Autos 
Hall of Music Bobsied 
Giant's Causeway Centipede 


Jungleland Drive-A-Drome 


Infant Incubator Giant Roller Coaster 





Merrie Eng'and Jitterbug 
Live Monsters Laff in the Dark 
Morris Gest Miracle | Stratoship 

Town Over the Top 


Nature's Mistakes Silver Streak 


SHOWS NOT YET OPEN 


Old New York 
(Geo. Jessel) 
Laffland 


Cavalcade of Cen- 
taurs (Set to open 
this weck) 

Living Magazine Girl's Ice Temple 
Covers ’ Legs Under the Sea 
(Jack Sheridan) (Ss. Dali's Mer- 

Norman Be! Geddes’ maids) 

Crystal Lassies The Meteor 

Theatre of Time Waterbugs 
and Space Giant Parachute 
(Am. Museum of Jump 
Natural History) | Sky Ride 

N.T.G.’s Sun Wor- | The Snapper 





shippers Super-Ro!loplane 
N.T.G,’s Cavalcade Du Gong (Phil 

of Theatre Plant's animal 
Llama Temple show) 
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Dufour-Rogers Close Midway Shows, 


Protesting N. Y. 


Fair Restrictions 





» x 


Cowboy Picture Player 
Walks on Downie Bros. 


Warren, O., May 16. 
Buck Owen, cowboy film player, 
featured in the concert of the Downie 
Bros. circus this season, walked out 
on the show after the night perform- 


ance here last week, without giving | 


the management notice. 

The concert had been drawing slim 
crowds for some time. Owen, with 
his horse, was in on a percentage 
basis, 

Remaining wild west performers 
continue to present the concert. 


Jessel, Granlund, North 
Amusement Concessions 


To Debut This Month 


Number of expectedly major con- 
cessions are still to open at the 
World’s Fair. George Jessel’s ‘Little 
Old New York’ was announced to 
light up last Friday (12) but will not 
be ready before next week. At that 
time N.T.G.’s ‘Congress of Beauty’ 
is also dated for debut. 

‘Cavalcade of the Centaurs’, John 
Ringling North’s rodeo spotted at the 
southern end of the amusement zone 
will open Thursday (18) evening, 
press being invited to attend at 10:40 
p.m, 











Strawhats 
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with the idea of a possible Broad- 
way production in the fall...The 
Cliff Self Players will open their 
Campus theatre, Montpelier, Vt., 
July 3 for an eight-week season... 


Raoul Pene du Bois, Harry Horner 
and Herbert Andrews will share the 
scenic designing chores at Bela 
Blau’s Deertrees tleatre, Harrison, 
Me...Janet Lumb, who formerly di- 
rected the Dutchess County players 
at the experimental theatre, Vassar 
College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., will be 
inactive this summer...Leonard 
Sillman will not be associated with 
the Chapel playhouse, Great Neck, 
L. L, after all...Charles O. Carey 
will move his Litchfield (Conn.) 
strawhat to Lake Mahopac, N. Y., 
this summer, opening June 19 with 
Grant Thorburn as business man- 
ager...Gypsy Rose Lee will do ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance’ at Great Neck the 
week of July 3...Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner will star in ‘Madame Sans-Gene’ 
at Ogunquit, Me., the week of Aug. 
14, with Char'’2s Baxter featured... 
June Walker will do ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean’ at the Ridgeway 
theatre, White Plains, N. Y., July 
2 ...Harry Wagstaff Gribble will 
direct the Somerset players, Scar- 
borough, N. Y...The Lakewood the- 
etre, Skowhegan, Me., opens May 27 
with ‘Susan and God.’ 





Lake Whalom’s Lineup 


Guy Palmerton’s sixth season at 
the Lake Whalom theatre, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. will open June 19 and 
continue 12 weeks. Among the 
probable offerings are ‘Our Town,’ 
‘Susan and God,’ ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You,’ ‘Tovarich,’ ‘The Dark 
Tower,’ ‘Men in White’ ‘Another 
Language,’ ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
‘What a Life,’ ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ and ‘Golden Boy.’ Besides 
the resident company, there will also 
be guest stars. 


Blau Takes Maine Theatre 


Bela Blau, production associate of 
Mare Connelly, has taken a three- 
year lease on the Deertrees theatre, 
Harrison, Me., and will open a sea- 
son of revivals and possible new 
plays about July 3. Blau will have 
a permanent company and may use 
occasional guest stars. He _ will 
direct some productions and may 
call in outsiders for others. 





Balto Hayloft Opens June 13 
Baltimore, May 16. 
The Hilltop theatre, strawhat, op- 
erating in nearby Ellicot’ City, gets 
under way June 13. Group, first local 
summer setup, was launched last 


year. 
First play will be ‘Fly Away 
Home.’ Don Swann, Jr., in charge, 


Six shows operated by Dufour & 
Rogers, veteran exposition men, were 
closed down by the operators at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair midway Mon- 
day (15) night in protest against the 
neglect accorded the amusement zone 
by the Fair Corp. Closed doors of all 
six at 9:15 p. m. Dufo. & Rogers 
spokesmen said shows vill remain 
shuttered until certain grievances 
are adjusted. 


The D. & R. management objected 
strenuously to insurance rates, 
claiming they were all out of line 
with what they were accustomed to 
paying. Insistence that these rates 
b> paid, without looking after other 
grievances lodged by concession peo- 
pl. in the Amusement Zone, was pri- 
marily back of the shuttering. Du- 
four & Rogers still wan‘ adequate 
paving, better lighting and all other 
|improvements they are paying for 
| before opening up again. Insurance 
| wrangle was rated by the manage- 
ment as the culmination of 25 to 30 
petty things they have had to con- 
tend with since opening April 30. 

Management of Dufour & Rogers, 
which outfit has had shows at vir- 
tually every exposition in U. S. for 
the last 10 or 12 years, besides sev- 
eral European fairs, said: 


‘In all the years of experience, this 
firm never has had to put up with so 
many petty difficulties and red tape 
a, here.’ 


Joe Rogers of D. & R. earlier in 
th. day (about 5 p. m. Monday) 
skirmished with Edward Side, ticket 
| booth constructor, over alleged faulty 
joo the latter’s firm had done for 
‘Strange As It Seems’ booths. Re- 
sul’ was that both were taken to the 
Flushing police station by a World’s 
Fair officer, with Rogers charged 
with having struck Side when the 
latter refused to leave his office. Af- 
fair had nothing to do with Dufour 
& Rogers decision to close. 


‘No comment’ was the official word 
from exposition executives on the 
Dufour & Rogors closing. 


After having the official dedication 
of the amusement zone delayed on 
opening day because of its incom- 
pleteness, and then postponed again 
Saturday (13) because of bad 
wecther, concessionaires and opera- 
tors of shows »n the midway at the 
New York World’s Fair this week 
aren’t hopeful of any steady business 
until Memorial Day when many in- 
complete concessions are expected to 
be operating. Meantime, they are 
continuing their drive for more ade- 
quate lighting and more signs point- 
ing direct routes to the midway. 

On Sunday (14) 37 shows, villages, 
exhibits and rides were operating. 
There are 18 yet to be placed in 
operation. Of these, seven to 10 may 
not be ready until Memorial Day. 
Lafflandn, a walkthru; Arctic Gir!’s 
Temple of Ice, Cavalcade of Centaurs 
and Giant Parachute Jump may get 
under way this week. Llama Temple 
which played at the Chicago expo, is 
taking shape. 

Sun Valley is practically in full 
operation. Crystal Palace and Cuban 
Village, at the extreme end of the 
grounds, in the past week drew well. 
However, opening of Cavalcade of 
Centaurs (Ringling wild west show) 
and the Giant Parachute tower, also 
in that sector, is expected to boost 
biz there more, particularly if the 
$100,000 tower is properly illumi- 
nated. 

No concessionaires could be found 
who would admit that there had 
been any crackdown on nudity. Pro- 
| test by spokesmen for the Cuban 
| government against one dance pre- 

sented at the Cuban village, which is 
supposedly banned in the republic, 
will be heard by the management 
this week. Contention of the Cuban 
Village operator is that all dances 
| presented are authentic and that it’s 
|not his fault if Cuba has a ban on a 
| particular dance number. Dance in 
question is the ‘Sacrificio’ number, in 
which a Cuban girl rhumbas with 
| little attire except a G-string. 

Springlike weather on Sunday (14) 
|; brought the Fair’s second largest 
| crowd, opening dey being tops, paid 
| attendance being 306,736. There are 
38 cafes and restaurants in operation, 
exclusive of sandwicl shops and hot- 
dog stands. Latter have done great- 
est gross husiness to date. Some 
restaurant operators, bewailing the 
adverse publicity caused by siories 
in the dailies on excessive prices, ad- 
mit that fancy exteriors sometimes 
have scared away customers. Their 
| prices now are scaled to table d’hote 
of average New York cafes. 
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Fer the musical direction of 


MARK WARNOW 


SATURDAY NIGHTS 10 to 10:45 P.M. EASTERN TIME 
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